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Follow-Up Links and Q&A 

Relevant Links:  
 
Xcel Energy links: 

• CO2 Emission Intensities info sheet, published 
annually: https://www.xcelenergy.com/staticfiles/xe-responsive/Environment/Carbon/Xcel-
Energy-Carbon-Dioxide-Emission-Intensities.pdf 

• Community Energy Reports (published annually for all cities >5,000 population served by Xcel 
Energy): https://www.xcelenergy.com/working_with_us/municipalities/community_energy_rep
orts 

• Certified Renewable Percentage (by state, including link to the My Renewable Mix 
calculator): https://www.xcelenergy.com/energy_portfolio/renewable_energy/certified_renew
able_percentage 

• Info on Xcel Energy’s carbon goals, including GHG reporting: www.xcelenergy.com/carbon 
• Xcel Energy Corporate Responsibility Report – Environment 

briefs: https://www.xcelenergy.com/company/corporate_responsibility_report/library_of_repo
rt_briefs/environment 

  
External links: 

• EEI Electric Company Carbon Emissions and Electricity Mix Reporting Database for Corporate 
Customers(delivered electricity, CO2 intensity, residual mix CO2 intensity, and resource mix for 
multiple EEI member utilities 
nationwide): https://www.eei.org/about/members/international/Pages/CO2-Emissions.aspx 

• The Climate Registry’s GHG reporting protocols (General Reporting Protocol and Electric Power 
Sector Protocol): https://www.theclimateregistry.org/tools-resources/reporting-
protocols/general-reporting-protocol/ 

• TCR’s Climate Registry Information System (CRIS), including Utility-Specific Emission 
Factors: https://www.theclimateregistry.org/our-members/cris-public-reports/ 

• WRI’s GHG Protocol Scope 2 Guidance: https://ghgprotocol.org/scope_2_guidance  
 

Q&A Follow Up:  
Answer   

Question Answer  

What are the overall Xcel 
Energy goals when 
natural gas is 
included?  And how do 

Xcel Energy’s announced goals of 80% carbon reduction by 2030 and 100% carbon-
free electricity by 2050 apply to the electricity provided to our customers, not 
natural gas. Because technologies to reduce GHG emissions from natural gas use 
remain less mature and higher-cost today, and because the majority of these GHG 
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those fit into the 2-
degree target? What is 
the future of your 
natural gas business?  

emissions are outside Xcel Energy’s direct control, we have not yet set a numerical 
goal for our gas business.  

However, we believe that because of the vital role natural gas plays in our economy 
and low-carbon future, more must be done to address its environmental impact. In 
2019 we launched a comprehensive plan that addresses GHG emissions from all 
segments of the natural gas supply chain. This includes: 

• Operating the cleanest natural gas distribution system possible. Distribution 

is the only part of the gas supply chain we own and control, and we have 

worked to reduce methane emissions by replacing virtually all our cast iron 

and bare steel pipe, reducing venting during maintenance, and other 

measures. In 2020 we joined ONE Future, committing to limit methane 

emissions across the gas supply chain to 1% or less by 2025, which means a 

distribution system target of 0.22%. 

• Encouraging our natural gas suppliers to do their part. We are using our 

influence on suppliers to improve transparency and disclosures around 

upstream methane emissions and identify best practices to reduce methane 

(preventing high-emission events, frequent leak detection and repair, 

controlled venting, replacing high-bleed equipment with low- or no-bleed, 

etc.) Collecting this information will help us to evaluate our purchasing 

practices and reduce the methane intensity of the natural gas we provide. 

• Helping customers reduce CO2 emissions from their natural gas use. While 

providing affordable alternatives to natural gas heating in cold climates is a 

challenge, we are expanding voluntary program offerings and pilots in 

enhanced natural gas efficiency, beneficial electrification, and lower-carbon 

gas alternatives like renewable natural gas.  

Our evaluation of 2oC scenarios from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), International Energy Agency (IEA) and others suggests that while 
GHG emissions from natural gas use will need to decline, there is still likely to be a 
role for natural gas in buildings and other sectors in 2050 under those scenarios. 

I’ve heard that Xcel's 
goal is to have 80% 
carbon free by 2030, but 
these slides do not show 
them reaching 80% by 
2030. Can you explain? 

The distinction here is between carbon-free energy (the share of all generation in a 
given year that is from carbon-free sources, i.e. renewables and nuclear) vs. 
carbon emission reduction (the percent reduction in total tons of CO2 below a 
baseline year by a target year). 

Xcel Energy’s interim goal for 2030 is in terms of percent reduction in CO2 emissions 
– an 80% reduction below 2005 by 2030 – while our 2050 aspiration is in terms of 
carbon-free energy (100%). These are corporate-level goals, across all eight states 
Xcel Energy serves.  

The slide in question presents our forecast for the Upper Midwest operating 
company, a subset of Xcel Energy’s overall goals. This shows about 75% carbon-free 
electricity in the Upper Midwest by the end of the planning period, i.e. 75% of all 
electricity provided to our customers will be from renewables and nuclear by the 
end of this resource plan period. The corresponding percent CO2 reduction for the 
Upper Midwest is about 81% below 2005 by 2030. 
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