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Preface 

e live in a time when an unprecedented number of excavations are happening in the 
Lands of the Bible, producing fascinating research and discoveries. Never before have 
so many new sites been opened and artifacts and inscriptions brought to the attention 
of the world. While there have been many exciting discoveries made in the past by 

famous archaeologists such as Petrie, Rawlinson, Layard, Woolley, Kenyon, and others, many new 
discoveries have surfaced in recent years that directly relate to the Old Testament (OT) text. 
These new discoveries needed a voice and venue to make them accessible to non5specialist 
students. 

My interest in archaeology goes back over 35 years (1979) to my first archaeology course 
while a student at Ontario Bible College (now Tyndale University College and Seminary). Since 
that time I have had the privilege to teach archaeology in various settings to undergraduate 
students, travel through the lands of the Bible and visit first hand many archaeological sites. In 
addition I have worked as a square and field supervisor at the Tall el5Ḥammâm Excavation Project, 
Jordan since 2009, uncovering artifacts in the Chalcolithic, Early Bronze, Middle Bronze, Iron 
Age and Roman Byzantine periods. During this time I closely followed, with interest, the new 
discoveries that have been made. What I observed is that, unfortunately, the modern media does 
not normally present the facts relevant to new archaeological discoveries of the Bible, and 
“revisionist” scholars seek to undermine and downplay the relevance of many of the discoveries. 
For the minimalists, Sodom never existed, the Exodus never happened, Jericho never fell to the 
Israelites, and David was never a great king. But so often the archaeological material essential for 
a meaningful dialogue over the reliability of the Bible is confined to academic journals and 
conference papers. 

I had previously published two volumes on Biblical archaeology, but the first volume only 
considered artifacts discovered in the last 20 years and the second volume presented the older 
discoveries (100 years) and both covered the entire Bible. While there are many good older works 
on biblical archaeology that cover the whole Bible in one volume available on the market, few 
dealt with Old Testament in one volume. This book was born out of necessity and a desire to 
deliver an accessible single5volume work for approaching up5to5date research in Old Testament 
archaeology. 

The discoveries presented in this work, are not meant to be an exhaustive treatment of the 
subject, nor presented as a technical discussion and the final conclusion of archaeological 
research. As with all archaeological investigations, many of the conclusions are ongoing. However, 
they are presented here in a summary introduction for undergraduate students to appreciate the 
availability of relevant discoveries and some of the possible implications for understanding the 
Old Testament text. Some of the most significant and promising finds have been selected to 
demonstrate the historical reliability of the people and events of the Bible. This work is intended 
to fill the void in providing an accessible and collective work on the subject of Old Testament 
archaeology and the reliability of the Bible. 

The advantage of such a volume is that it provides a collective source of material for readers 
that would otherwise be inaccessible. Of help for the reader are 175 photographs, charts, 
timelines, maps, and a glossary, which will facilitate the difficult task of understanding the 
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unfamiliar lands of the Bible. Numerous footnotes and an academic bibliography are provided to 
give students the tools for doing further research. It is my hope that those who use this work will 
find it useful and develop a love and passion, like the author, for the fascinating field of biblical 
archaeology. Students can read the Bible with confidence that the details of its geography and 
facts are accurate and be encouraged in their faith that the Bible is reliable. 

The archaeolgocial dates (i.e., EB1, IB1, MB2, or LB2A) represented in the New Chronology 
(see Chart 1 and 2) will be used throughout the work, although the old dating system (i.e., EB I, 
EB IV, MB II, etc) will be used when dealing with works that refer to the older dating system.  

 
 

David E. Graves, PhD 
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada 

August 10, 2019
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1. Sumerian holding a bull harp in front of a
possible singer depicted on the Royal Standard
of Ur (ca. 2500 BC), the home of Abraham.  
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Introduction to OT Archaeology 

his book is about archaeology and its 
contribution to our understanding of the Bible. 
The word “archaeology” conjures up many 
romantic images of what this discipline is all 

about. The Hollywood5inspired image of Indiana Jones is often what comes to mind; but this is 
far from reality!  

I once asked a family: “What’s the different between me and Indiana Jones? They all thought 
for a moment and then one young boy spoke up and said…. “you don’t carry a gun”. While it is 
true that archaeologists do not need to carry a gun, they often do have armed tourist police 
present on site, especially if they are working in the Middle East. The answer to the question 
however is Jones worked alone (although usually with a beautiful lady), while we work as a team. 
Nevertheless, we all wear hats like Jones to be protected from the hot sun! 

Because there are many misconceptions about archaeology and archaeologists, this 
introduction will provide a basic overview of the discipline and lay a foundation for the 
discoveries to follow in the remaining chapters. 
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While there are some dates given in the Bible (i.e., third reign of King...), these are not presented 
according to modern calendars, and few period benchmarks from before the Iron Age I period. 
The first Pharaoh mentioned in the Bible is Sheshonq (Shishak) in 1 Kings 11:40 (see Chart 3) 
who invaded Palestine in 925 BC (1 Kgs 14:25). The chronologicla dates are derived from 
correlating the biblical chronology with other extrabiblical data (i.e., Assyrian, Hittite, Egyptian, 
Babylonian, etc.) and modern conventional dates.  
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One issue that affects chronology is the set of different methods used when handling biblical 
numbers. Some conservative scholars propose a literal chronology using base510 hard numbers.1 

 
1 Bryant G. Wood, “Locating Sodom: A Critique of the Northern Proposal,” BS 20, no. 3 (2007): 81; Eugene H. Merrill, Kingdom 

of Priests: A History of Old Testament Israel, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008), 83–96; “Fixed Dates in Patriarchal 
Chronology,” BSac 137, no. 547 (1980): 241–51; “Texts, Talls, and Old Testament Chronology: Tall el5Hammam as a Case Study,” 
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