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Caina-Kankrin. |

November 3,
—

2016.
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1 did, ma'am.
It's about two
and a half hours
northwest.

J

i

I completed the
purchase earlier
this morning, and all
the expected guests
should arrive within

the next two hours.
We're set fFor
suUndowr.

I've also
arranged for
the remainder
OF the board to
ride together.
would you like

to ride up

with them?

If you could,

please handle

that as well,
Thomas.

No. T'U be

going in a

separate
car.

-~
M
"\"\
\
\\
\\
T

Is there
anything
else I need




That's to : ' The
be expected. - : police...they
Lm Flacic She hasn't : couldn't hold
Pope won't be officially left | viktor Eresko. He

Howeigravggdigg'dinal "\ the vatican in made bail this

£8 b ] almost twent F morning.
was sent to preside bt orning.  You should
over the ceremony g ) pre{apar_e_ .

in the pontiff's _ Yon:‘i’:gshet o
place: \ attendance as
| well.

OF course he
will be. It's how all
wars start. With
hollow words and
posturing over
corpses.

J That
will be all,
Thomas.

>




I can
Feel you...
Judging me.

That's not true. I
don't trust him
becavse I don't KnNow s
. Him. You don't trust
L him because ke

Of course I o
asked around. From —
what I understand,
Daniel had a real

N

No, T haven't
Forgotten where
that got him.
How could I,
Abby...

Today's his
Funeral.




(b,e,d)
THE DIARY OF WYNN ACKERMANN

Entry 1 - April 5, 1975

Mrs. Raven told me that -it would help if I wrote things down. Because
one day if I was still bothered by all this I’d be able to look back at
my.  diary and remember how I was feeling and what I was thinking about.
She says that it’s important to always have a clear mind and that things

like what happened to me tend to mess your head up. But I know that no
matter what I°1ll always remember.

ad

The Banes killed my whole family. Now I have to live with Mrs. Raven
because she can protect me. Maybe one day I won’t need protecting.

My name is Wynn.
fingernails.
(e,f)

I’m 5 years old. There’s still blood under my :

»

.
L

(g)

5
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\ THE DIARY OF WYNN ACKERMANN

Entry 22 - May 19, 1976

Mrs. Raven says it’s important that I learn about what our families do
because I have to take my family seat back one day. She says there’s a
good chance I might become the youngest board member in the history of
our company. I don’t see how that’s possible because there are so many
members of the Bane family, but Mrs. Raven says I’m very smart for my
age and I’11 figure it out.

The only problem is that Beatrix gets angry at me because Mrs. Raven
makes her leave the room sometimes when she’s teaching me stuff, and I
guess I’d be mad too if I was older than her and my mom left me out.

She doesn’t stay angry long though. Sometimes when it’s bedtime, Beatrix
will read to me. She’s not as smart as she thinks she is, and gets some
of the words wrong, but I don’t mind. I even tell her some of the things
her mother didn’t want her to know because that’s what friends do.

Entry 34 - December 9, 1976

The Banes are all dead. Mrs. Raven and the rest of the original families
killed them all. They killed Desmond Bane in front of me and watched as
I ate his heart.

I am Wynn Ackermann. One of the four pillars, returned to my rightful
seat, and am now the Watcher.
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I have ' The earth YR
seen things, has opened ERE
doctor. beneath "

il i |
T me. 1

Hiil| w |
1L |
. ! |

\\\

i
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Yes. Unfortunately,
that's how it
happens.

50 what am
T supposed to
do now?

I suppose you learn if

you have the strength

cling to the edge of the
chasm. Will you hold on, or
be swallowed whole? And

what follows that...
that is up to you,
detective.

to

Perhaps
now would be
a good time

for that lunch

I offered




Yes.
You did try.
Like
Cassandra...

OF course.
And who that
profits ever
believes a
prophet? It's what they
do, detective. They
keep you Fed, maintain
some semblance of
justice and order --
Just enough For you
to believe those
things are real.

Because who of
the well-kept
believes a madman
talking about a
burning earth and
the long history
of human
sacrifice?
Even when the
ground shakes
and blood runs in
the street, they

But we know

better, don't we,

detective? The

world we see is And it's all

smoke... the evidence
we need to
know the
Flames are
real.




THE DIARY OF WYNN ACKERMANN

Entry 157 - February 22, 1979

Sometimes I can hear the market, like it’s a sentient thing able to
communicate with those willing to listen. Which, of course, is true, but
traditionally understood to be more of an ‘interpreted’ thing. Not so
much for me.

To that end, I have arranged a meeting with the Fed tomorrow. Probably
not the wisest thing to do - tempt fate by physically addressing the
embodiment of commerce - but I have a few hunches about market

volatility that I simply have to have either confirmation or denial of.

Regardless of what I learn, I look forward to seeing god face to face.

Entry 158 - February 23, 1979

Hey Wynn, “where‘d you get your tan,” they’ll say. Because I’m a
well-cooked, slightly crispy idiot.

But I’'m also right.

Let’s never do that again.




The Rothschild
Estate.

Explain
yourself,
william.

I'm not sure
what you're
confused about,

Father. someone. We
Fell in love. Real,
actual love...and

then we decided to
get married.

This is my
wife, Millie...and
these are your
garandchildren,
Daniel and
Ria.

A blessing,
father.

lﬁ\\&§ ‘

No. A
complication,
william.

The great
war was over, and
Isent youtoa
rebuilding Europe in
the hopes that when
you returned, it
would be as a

remade maj. Something

matured -- of
greater valve --
and instead you

are here with,

what, exactly?




Correct,
william,
She is...
correct.

You come
From noble
family. A birth
of quality. And
look what you have
done: married a
slave who split
your seed and
diluted the
line.

This
Family -- your
Family -- owes

only one debt, and
with this mistake,
you have
compounded what
your children

D Will one day
N owe.

You will not
speak to her
that way.

ITama
Rothschild,
and you are

Just--

What
are you
saying,
Father?

family has
a standard,
william.

And you
have fFallen
Far short
of it.




In Memory Of

DANIEL WALTER ROTHSCHILD
February 17, 1962 - October 31, 2016

o)

The Rothschild Family is sad to announce the passing of
Daniel Walter Rothschild on October 31, 2016.

Daniel’s honesty, loyalty, and commitment to his fellow man
will be missed by all.

HIS DEBT IS PAID

-~
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The Churoh of
the Redeemed.

4:38 p.m.
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The Rothschild
Estate.

1972.

IF you care for
them, and train
them properly, pets
are an endless source
of entertainment and
adoration. Make them
love you, and they
will die defending
you.

It's never
too early to
learn these

skills.

well dore,
Daniel...

/%

well
done. S0. What
do you want
for your
birthday, young
lady?
Can I have

anything T want,

grandfather?

-

Anything,
anything?

well. Now
you've

made me

curious.

Yes, child.
wWhatever
you wish.

I want to
know what
happened
to my
parents.

And
you can't
lie.




The oldest
transaction in

the world is
blood for
blood.

It is the
foundation of all
power that man can
wield, and our Family
has been trading in it

for generations.
T = -
All that you see -- -
3ll this weslth --
i al

is simply the physic

manifestation of
that power.

Now take
a good look
at me,
child.

I was born
ninety years ago,
but do rot look a
day over sixty. I am
strong becavse T
have devoured
many.

The purer
the line, the
better.

One day I will be
gone -- my circle
closed on a
millennial
covenant...

When that
happens, either
you or your
brother will
become master
of this
house.

You'll
understand better
then, but in the Future,
try and remember these

Whenever
possible, it's
best to eat
yYour owrn.




After all,
that's why I
killed my failed and

fragile son. I
murdered your father
and drank his blood,
becavse that blood

was wasted on
him.

Wh-what
happened to

my mother?

A whore is just a
different kind of
slave, Grigoria, and
those I gift to

Abbadon.

so
now you
know the
truth..

Enjoy your
birthday,
my dear.

[ R

il;!

You want
a kiss
From Mister

to make a
promise...

To never
hurt

Ok3ay?

each other.




THE DIARY OF WYNN ACKERMANN

Entry 182 - October 24, 1980

Raven Bischoff is dead. Yet another victim of the Stone Chair. She saved
me when she had no reason, and of all the people I know, she was the
most human.

She was a good, no, great woman, and I’m going to miss her so much.

I wish Beatrix didn’t seem so happy about taking her place.

(b,e,d)

(&%) :
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This is
how it ends.
We war against
it -- we Fight
as hard as we can

S0 we
¥ remember --
| For 8 moment --
and then we

-- but this is -
the end we all . i N
Face. There's no . No school N\
i h [ is ammune. No
avoiding it. shlield
practitioner
Yes...we wager, ) OF the arts
barter,; and steal in spareo.
the hopes that we ) :
can buy ourselves a :
little more time,
but in our hearts...

To those of
you, like myself, From
other schools, I have spoken
with the leadership of
Caina and they are all
appreciative of our efforts
to be here today.

A
i
]
!I

2

L

o

“The Formidab
Ronin of Dai-iche.”




"The Merovingians, of the
Hyperpryon school, and their
vassals of the Lattice.”

Lk \

"And, OF course,
House Mahai.”

Never before
have our great
houses been so

connected. The bonds
that hold us together
-~ that bind us all as

iF we are one -- have £

never been
stronger.

As suchy
this is a loss
we all Feel.
For we are all
affected.

I thank you as well. For I believe --
and this is also the belief of the
PONLIFF herself -- that we are

There is a natural
progression to the way
our schools operate. A
proper way that wealth

fFlows From one of

us to another.

This protocol
has been
interrupted. A

@

approaching a critical moment
For all our schools. .

%o it is
good that we
are all here

For you, Caina...
\ and your sister,
N Kankrin,

Someone has
taken from us.
Blood has been

stolen...

A
And this
someone
must be
found.




Homicide detectives to interview
survivors of missing patriarch

Police say the case of well-known financier and
philanthropist is still considered a missing person
or possible death case.

October 13, 1981 | By Richard Grass, New York Times

After an eighth day of searching failed to produce the body.,
Hudson homicide detectives said they are now investigating his
disappearance and plan to interview his surviving relatives.

Milton Rothschild was reported missing last Wednesday by one
of his business partners after he did not return to the city
for a previously scheduled board meeting. The partner,
Thaddeus Dominie, told authorities he 1last spoke with
Rothschild on the previous Friday. Both are board members of
Caina Investment Bank.

After he could not reach him, Dominic +travelled +to
Rothschild’s Hudson Valley estate and found both of his
grandchildren there accompanied by estate staff. Rothschild,
however, could not be located, authorities said. Neither of
the grandchildren could recall when their grandfather went
missing, but they did confirm that he had been at the estate
on Saturday and assumed he had returned to the city.

After searching for seven days on the estate and surrounding
area, the case has been shifted from the missing person's
detail to a team of homicide investigators. Several law
enforcement sources said suspicious circumstances surrounding
the case warrant the involvement of veteran homicide
detectives.

Reached by telephone this morning, Daniel Rothschild declined
to answer questions about his grandfather’s disappearance
until he talks to detectives later today. His sister, Grigoria
Rothschild, could not be reached for comment.

Lt. Andy Simmons said both Rothschilds are cooperating with
investigators, and although homicide detectives are
investigating, it is still considered a missing person or
possible death case.

: - _. The grand-
children’s parents disappeared in an equally troubling manner
almost 20 years ago. That case remains unsolved. NG

Anyone with information should call the department homicide
bureau at (845) 666-0000.













The one you started

with. The one you're

paying for. 70day...
today there is
no profit...

|
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exchange." §

- what is
lost will be

\ lost only fFor f

N atime. £

The new

[ replaces the )
\ old. The C}—?_,“Ig
N continves.

And now, as
the Form
demands, we will
hear From the newly
elevated, and
restored, holder of
the Rothschild
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THE DIARY OF WYNN ACKERMANN

Entry 193 - November 19, 1980

Spoke with Beatrix regarding ideas to eliminate the Stone Chair. She
seems disinterested, or probably more fairly put, a slave to tradition.

Anyway, I have the germ of an idea. It’s risky, and something I most
certainly won’t be able to pull off on my own, but I think it’s a plan
worth holding on to.

Why we tolerate this noose around our necks is beyond me. After all,

what’s the power for if you can’t shape the world into something more
accommodating of your desires? Maybe something will change. Maybe an

opportunity will present itself.

Entry 260 - December 30, 1981

I like these new Rothschilds. They are, most certainly, a proper kind of

‘ambitious.

I may have found what I’ve been looking for.




The Rothschild

Estate.

Three days.

The world

inside the
wall.

Which works
because it's
neutral, and clever
because all evidence
OFf the meeting will
fade with the

How trite
is that?

Oh, I think it's brilliant.
The Russians, being
prisoners of their nature,
will look past the obvious
truth expecting to
discover a deeper one.
Hiding our purpose
in the shallow water
sUits Us...

Ackermann
knows exactly
what he's
doing.

a clever
boy, no

doubt.
When are
we letting the
others in?
Marco and
Beatrix need
to know.




And what
in life worth
having isn't

measured

in risk,

PDaniel?

As will Caina,
because you and T will
agree to reconstitute
a singular Rothschild
seat, dropping the
board from Five ,
back to the Making the
normal Four. rotation shorter
when we offer
one of those
four seats to
Kankrin,

A merger
no one will
love -- one

with costs --
but one
they'll all
take.

Okay. S0 we use the
collapse to our
advantage. We
strengthen our early
global position along
with offering an olive
branch to the Russians,
Also eliminating our
school's greatest
weakness.

You know,
we still have
time. Are we
sure it's the reds
we want? There
are other
schools...

Are you
sure you
want to do
this?

Yes, but we wouldn't
have as much leverage
with them. The
Russians lost control
of their little social
experiment and the
workers had their
way with the
wealthy.

The Kankrin
School has
been in hiding
For, what, Forty
years? They
need this.

S0 they
may howl, but
in the end,
they'll take
the deal.

Ria, I
swear to
god...
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I look at
my brother’'s
body, lying
here before

You gathered here
today. I look and

sl

Tl



And Fair is Fair.
The fault was mine as
much as it was

Enemies
who stole
my birthright

‘ and cast me
out... And other

enemies
who oFFered no
sanctuary
as I Fled.

80, just this
once -- in the
spirit of ambition
and simple greed --
T am granting you
the Following
Regardless of
’ what the priest said, %
the old ways are coming
back. To that end, I am
willing to forgive your

past sins against
; my house.

Ibring a
reckoning...

You can stand ™
with me or be
moved aside.
The choice is

Now. The Forms have
been Followed. The
priest spoke her
words..and I have
spoken mine.

S0 we are
done khere,
and all of
you can get
out...







It's like a
And tsunami. The
are you event has already
still sure happened, all we're
about the waiting fFor is the
crash? wave to make it
to shore.

Iit's
unavoidable.

OF course. Everyone has to
have some skin in the game, and
none of us are strangers to stop it,
paying a blood Ria...
Good. Then price...
there is only
one more thing we
to take Daniel know you
care of. and I have lied.
discussed it,
and we are
willing
to--




If we're going
to spend time
telling each other
stories, I'd prefer
they be ones that
contain some kernel
OFf the truth and
not total fFlights
of fFan--

They
know,
Ria. It's my © 1 4414
fFault.  peatrix.
I'm sorry.

I want to

To be honest, I'm

not sure I truly
know who the
He told

hell you think
us what the
three of
you had
planned.

I'1 admit,
I appreciated
the savagery

of it, but

you are?

S \\

That you --
some Fucking
halfF-peasant Fravd
-=- could ever make
that kind of
decision For
my house?

j“l\'\' VLl ks

understand the
thinking behind
this plan
of yours.

The wealth of
it is self-evident,
yes, but why would
you think we would
refuse if we knew

the truth?




S0 you sell
us the stone Chair...
and what? You think
we are too fearful
to pay?

I have
been paying
my entire
life, little
girl.

Yes, we still
accept the deal,
but with a
condition: One of
you must still
go, but we will
choose which
of you three
it is.

And I'11
give you one
guess who
they picked,
dear.

Oh, yes. See, everyone knows
that Wynn's too valuable to
be discarded. well-bred
talent like that is always

to be cherished. still...
appearances must

be maintained, so the
rest of the board took
a vote on what to

But between you
and Daniel...well, he was
weak and wanted to run,

while you wanted to stay.... do with you...
s0 it made the
choice easy.

And it was
unanimous.




I'm sorry,
Ria... 1..I'm...




I'm
s0rry...

Free is

what we
sell to
fools.

You go and never
return. Because if
you do, nothing
will be able to
save you...
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Burn it all.
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE:/

0 -
CAINA

1929

Charles Ackermann

(The Ackermann seat)
J.¥. Bischoff

(The Bischeff seat)
Raymond Dominic

(The Dominie seat)
Milton Rothachild

(The Rothschild seat)
Abigail

(Rothschild Familiar)

KANKRIN
1985/Current

Irena Kozlow
(The Judge)

Alexi Malkin
(The Body) °

Viktor Ereske”
{The Excoutioner)

CAINA
1885/ Current

Wynn Agkermann

{The Ackermann seat)
Beatrix Bischoff

(The Bischeff seat)
Margo Dominieg

(The Dominisc seat)
Daniel Rothschild

(The Rothschild seat)
Grigoria Rothschild

(The Rothschild seat)
Abby

(Rothachild Familiar)

Thomas Dane
[Head of Security)

NEW YORK POLICE DEPARTMENT

Theodore Dumas
(Detective)
Michael Caffey
(Detective)
Susana Moreno
(Detective)
William Merritt
(captain)

OTHER

Dr. Tyler Gaddis
(Professor of Economios,
Fordham) {a,b.0.4)
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i tothelostchildren @
af the First City. Those who power the Second City, who
feed us all.

@ Third City is believed to be home.
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[FR - 45.0001]
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.. FRONTIER

[FR - 02] TRANQUILITY

It's just after midnight in the most secure prison
mankind has ever constructed. One square mile of
isolation located beneath the Sea of Tranquility.

In six hours a fabricated, fluorescent sunrise will rouse
the nearly eight hundred thousand inmates and begin
again the ongoing process of re-eduction -- transform-
ing the dormant prisoners into a hive of narcotized
drones. But for now, it remains a barren, half-lit shell.

A SERIES emphasizing that the prison is really a
monument to mankind's failed, dirty future; a SERIES
that build towards the revelation that somewhere here
on the moon -- somewhere here in this very prison -- a
HUMAN OF INTENT has arrived to deliver a little kick of
hope, and knock the human race out of its decaying
orbit.
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JOE HARRIS & MEGAN HUTCHISON
TURN UP THE VOLUME WITH

ROCKSTARS

An All-New Supernatural Mystery
Where The Hits Are The Hints To An

UNDERGROUND CONSPIRAGY. ™

ROCKSTARS © Joe Harris & Megan Hutchison. All Rights Reserved.
Image Comics and its logos are registered trademarks of Image Comics, Inc.

In Stores This December
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