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1. Aim of the survey  
The survey has been undertaken as part of the ‘Charnwood Forest Living Landscape’ Project, led by 
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust, which aims to conserve and enhance the unique wildlife, geology 
and character of Charnwood Forest. A detailed wildlife survey will help to assess the current condition of 
habitats and to identify habitat changes through comparison with the results of earlier surveys. 
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust is working with farmers and landowners to protect and enhance 
the best sites for wildlife, create new habitats and reconnect fragmented areas. 
 
2. Summary 
Beacon Hill is one of the most important sites in the Charnwood Forest where a large area of the pre-
enclosure heathland vegetation is still present as well as some of the species which are typical of the 
Charnwood Forest and which have disappeared from the majority of the area mainly due to agricultural 
improvement. The main habitats at Beacon Hill are acid grassland, dry and wet heath (combined to heath-
grassland), Precambrian rock outcrops, planted and naturally regenerated broadleaved woodland, ponds 
and grassland. The site holds several notable animal and plant species typical of the Charnwood Forest, of 
which some were found during the survey. The current management is mainly focussed on controlling 
bracken and keeping the heath-grassland open, as well as removing non-native tree species from the 
woodland. Additionally, new grassland and woodland habitats have been created on land adjacent to the 
core area of the park which add greatly to the site's value for wildlife. Experimental heathland restoration 
plots were established and prove to be successful and rich in notable fauna and flora species. 
 
The management over the past years is apparent in an increase and improvement of the targeted habitats 
and has to be maintained. The main management aims are to keep the heathland areas open, control 
bracken and non-native tree species and to retain and possibly increase the diversity of typical Charnwood 
Forest species. Drainage of the lower slopes in the east of the park has resulted in a loss of diversity. 
Further drainage must be avoided and existing drains should be blocked. 
 
Surveys of certain groups of fauna and flora would be worthwhile to monitor the success of the 
management and LRWT is happy to assist with setting them up as part of our Charnwood Forest Monitoring 
Scheme. 
 
During the survey ten fields outside the SSSI were identified as meeting Local Wildlife Site criteria (see 
Appendix 3: map 2). 
  
3. Introduction 
Beacon Hill is one of Leicestershire's most visited country parks as well as one of the best preserved areas 
of the pre-enclosure landscape of the Charnwood Forest, although drainage and times of neglect have 
reduced the number of species. Of particular importance are the extensive areas of heath-grassland on 
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Precambrian rocks which in the Leicestershire are only surpassed by Charnwood Lodge NR and Bradgate 
Park. The survey was carried out on the main area of the park made up of heath-grassland with outcrops as 
well as semi-natural woodland and old plantation. The survey also covered land outside this area which 
includes new plantations and grassland on former farmland. Beacon Hill is part of the 'Beacon Hill, 
Hangingstone and Outwoods' SSSI. It is also the site of a Bronze Age Hill Fort and therefore legally 
protected by English Heritage as a Scheduled Ancient Monument. The historic defensive earthworks are 
situated around the hill top1. 
  
Beacon Hill was surveyed by the Loughborough Naturalist's Club in 1996 to 1997 at a time when a 
programme of extensive heath and woodland management was started and the report is a good basis to 
evaluate the present condition of the park's wildlife value and the effect of the management. 
 
In 2013 Steve Woodward and Helen Ikin surveyed the heath-grassland area for vegetation and certain 
fauna groups (Woodward & Ikin 2013). 
 
In an evaluation of the nature conservation of the Charnwood Forest by the Wildlife Trust (Jeeves 2009) the 
importance of Beacon Hill for the conservation of the typical flora and fauna of the Charnwood Forest is 
highlighted.  
 
4. Method 
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust surveyed the site on 6 days between May and September 2016. 
This was primarily a botanical survey, but casual fauna records were also noted. Results are given as species 
lists (Appendix 3) and target notes (Appendix 1 and 2) which are illustrated with photographs and plotted 
on a map (Appendix 4).  
 
In January 2017 four members of the British Bryological Society briefly visited the field (TN 15) which was 
scraped for heathland restoration, which resulted in new bryophyte species records for the site (Appendix 
4). And a further casual survey of bryophytes was undertaken in February 2017 on heathland near the 
summit. 
 
5. Results 

5.1. Habitats 
5.1.1. Heath-grassland and rock outcrops 

Heathland at Beacon Hill includes acid grassland, dry and wet heath, as well as bracken stands. Rock 
outcrops are included here as they are closely associated with the heathland and support a closely related 
flora. The main area of heathland lies around the hill top and on the eastern slope as well as a large field to 
the west of the hill top.  
 
Around the hill top, rock outcrops and acid grassland are the main habitats. The acid grassland vegetation 
appears to be negatively impacted by the high visitor pressure which causes soil compaction. It was only 
partly surveyed in 2016 and not many species were found, but Steve Woodward and Helen Ikin recorded a 
number of narrow-leaved grasses such as Wavy Hairgrass, Red Fescue (Festuca rubra) and Mat-grass 
(Nardus stricta). The rocks of the summit support some of the typical species but are also affected by visitor 
pressure and are rather bare of vegetation. 
 
The upper slopes below the hill top (TN45) support dry heath-grassland, which is a mix of heath and acid 
grassland. Bracken and scrub management over about the last 20 years has reduced the cover of bracken 
and trees in the area considerably. Grazing with Longhorn and Highland cattle helps to maintain and 
possibly enhance the heath-grassland vegetation and keeps it open. Diversity of plant species is low with 
only Wavy Hairgrass (Deschampsia flexuosa), Heath Bedstraw (Galium saxatile) and Sheep's Sorrel (Rumex 
acetosella) being abundant. Heather was found occasionally and usually as very small plants. Some small 
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outcrops on the upper slopes were found to support some typical species including the liverwort Ptilidium 
ciliare, which is a Charnwood Forest speciality.  
 
The field to the west of the hill top (TN47) supports acid grassland with scattered bracken after extensive 
bracken control. The characteristic acid grassland species are most frequent around a large outcrop in the 
north of this field.  To the north of the outcrop is a small area with a good population of Bilberry (Vaccinium 
myrtillus). 
 
The most important area for dry heath species is the northern, rather steep slope, where small bushes of 
Heather and Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus) grow along the main track. Here the area below the steep north-
facing rock outcrop (TN48) and on the slope below the track, where open rocks are frequent (TN37), a 
diverse bryophyte flora was recorded with some typical heathland species including a notable liverwort, 
which is only recorded from three locations in Leicestershire. 
 
The lower eastern slope (TN50a) is separated from the upper slope by a fence and therefore has no visitor 
access. This area is grazed with sheep and alpacas and occasionally with cattle. The vegetation here has 
elements of wet heath, indicated by a high proportion of Purple Moor-grass (Molinia purpurea) additionally 
to the typical heath-grassland flora. The sward structure in this area is rather diverse and formed by a 
mosaic of large areas of Molinia tussocks, dense or scattered bracken, and areas of short sward. On small 
scraped plots heather was sown and is regenerating in abundance. 
 
Of particular interest is a flushed area (TN50b) within the wet heath which supports some of the rarest 
plant species of the Charnwood Forest including Cow-horn Bog-moss (Sphagnum denticulatum), Heath 
Milk-wort (Polygala serpyllifolia) and Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle palustris). A single plant of Creeping 
Willow (Salix repens), which originates from Charnwood Lodge Nature Reserve, was planted here about 10 
years ago (Mick Moffatt, pers. comm.) and continues to grow, albeit very slowly. 
 
The best stand of heath vegetation is present in a fenced off and sheep grazed area (TN5) which was 
scraped about 20 years ago and sown with heather seeds. Heather here is abundant, as well as Gorse (Ulex 
europaeus and U. gallii) and Birch (Betula pendula) which are kept in check by rotational flailing. The 
western third of this area is left unmanaged and developed into dense Birch scrub with small opening with 
wet heath vegetation with similar species as in TN50b.  
 
The upper car park also supports acid grassland and heathland vegetation. One of the best stands of 
Heather (TN46d) grows in an area which used to be a car park in the past. Sand Spurrey (Spergularia rubra), 
a plant of the county Rare Plant Register (Jeeves 2009) grows on the short grassland and on gravel in the 
car park and benefits from disturbance and lack of competition.  
 
Heather was also sown on the bare ground of recently felled plantations on the steep northern slopes (TN 
38) and there are now many patches of good Heather regeneration. 
 
Of particular floristic interest are two fields to the southeast of the park which had been scraped and sown 
with Heather to recreate heathland. On the gravelly and partly wet clayey soil the vegetation was sparse 
with frequent Heather and locally abundant Birch regeneration. The flora appears to be notable with 
possibly unusual Dandelion (Taraxacum sp.) and Hawkweed (Hieracium sp.), which are particularly difficult 
groups and need to be identified by a more experienced botanist. No samples were taken, but the local 
recorder was informed who has promised a visit to this area. A short bryological visit in January 2017 
resulted in a good list of species (Appendix 4) which includes five Red Data Book species, two of which have 
not been found since 1960 and were therefore thought to be extinct in Leicestershire (Ballard & Fletcher 
1997). Both species (Archidium alternifolium and Philonotis fontana) benefit from the open disturbed acid 
ground. For the presence of Leicestershire and Rutland Red Data Book Species these fields qualify as 
Local Wildlife Sites. 
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Two reptile species were seen on the heathland areas of Beacon Hill. An adder was found on dead bracken 
close to the open heath and two lizards on heath-grassland (see spp lists for details). 
 
Overall condition: 
Heathland and outcrops are a priority habitat at Beacon Hill and a large proportion of the management 
efforts are focussed on it. A comparison of the bracken and scrub cover in 1999 and 2016 (google earth) 
shows the increase of open heathland. While the area of heathland is increasing, the plant diversity is 
mostly low apart from relatively small areas. These best areas with most diversity and floristic rarities 
include the flushed areas within the wet heath of the lower slope and areas where soil had been scraped 
and Heather seeded. The best areas of dry heath, where a good proportion of the original heathland flora 
of the area grows, is the northern steep slope with rocks and on shallow soil surrounding this. The reason 
for this could be lower grazing and visitor pressure on difficult-to-walk terrain and generally shallow soil on 
steep ground. 
 

5.1.2. Woodland 
The area of Beacon Hill will have been open heathland until the 1808 Enclosure Act. There are no areas of 
Ancient Woodland at Beacon Hill, which is reflected in the relatively species-poor groundflora today.  
 
The oldest woodland areas on Beacon Hill are old mixed plantations, surrounded by drystone walls, some 
of which were replanted about 50 years ago. Planted trees include native Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) 
as well as a number of non-native species particularly Beech (Fagus sylvatica), Scot's Pine (Pinus sylvestris), 
Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), Larch (Larix sp.) and Red Oak (Quercus rubra). These old plantation 
woodlands are even-aged and rather poor in structure. The ground and scrub layer are dominated by 
Bracken and Bramble with Holly (Ilex aucuparia) and Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia). The groundlayer is 
relatively species-poor but there are patches of Bluebell. In places the ground is bare particularly under 
Beech and where there is heavy footfall from visitors. The woodlands contain some mature trees, 
particularly along the dry stone walls. 
 
Since the 1990s, management of these plantation woodlands focusses on removal of non-native tree 
species, particularly conifers and Sycamore. Where large areas had been clear-felled, young Birch have 
formed dense stands. 
 
Most of the woodland outside the dry stone wall boundaries is secondary, naturally regenerating 
woodland dominated by Birch and this is the main woodland type on the lower slopes between the open 
heath and the eastern boundary of the park. This woodland is diverse in structure with many dead 
standing, hung-up and fallen trees, often with exposed root-plates. The groundflora is slightly more species-
rich than the plantations with rare occurrences of heathland species such as Purple Moor-grass or Pill 
Sedge (Carex pilulifera). There are also wet areas in the east of the park with notable plant species (TN11). 
 
These woodlands appear to be managed by minimal intervention and allowing the woodland to develop 
naturally and to retain any dead wood to maximise the variety of habitats for wildlife. A priority has been 
the control of Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum), which has been removed from the majority of the 
woodland. Some of the woodland that has encroached the heathland continues to be removed on the 
edges of woodland and heath. 
 
Large areas of conifer plantations on the steep north-facing slopes have been clear-felled recently with 
single native broad-leaved trees left as standards and were partly planted with mixed native broad-leaved 
trees. Parts of the clear-felled areas have not been planted and are covered by dense bracken. On the most 
recently clear-felled areas, some of the ground is bare or covered with rough vegetation. In places heather 
was spread here and is regenerating on the bare acid ground. 
 
Large areas of formerly arable land adjacent to the park were planted with a mix of native trees species. 
The plantations include wide margins along tracks and rides which were partly sown with wildflower mixes 
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or were left unmanaged with rough grass and tall herb vegetation. Parts of these young plantations are 
managed as coppice with standards.  
 
The woodland contains several rock outcrops, but only one (TN 12) has been found to support the typical 
vascular plant and bryophyte flora. Others are too shaded and do not appear to have a particular wildlife 
interest. It is unlikely that opening up would be beneficial to the habitat. 
 
Overall, the woodland areas of Beacon Hill are an important habitat for wildlife especially where less 
disturbed by visitors. The current management is aimed to maintain and create a varied woodland 
structure, which will benefit a wide range of species. The removal of non-native species (conifers and 
Rhododendron) has already had a positive impact on the light levels and benefits the spreading of native 
species. 
 

5.1.3. Ponds  
Five ponds are present at Beacon Hill, of which two are of particular conservation importance as they 
contain a notable flora and fauna characteristic of more oligotrophic water on acid ground. Floristically, 
'Frank's Pit' is more diverse with a number of rare species and is definitely one of the special habitats at 
Beacon Hill representing a typical Charnwood Forest habitat. This pond has a variety of notable habitats 
including open water with Bog Pondweed (Potamogeton polygonifolius), a wide marshy margin with at 
least two species of Bog-mosses and other notable plants of marshes and the presence of Hart Fern 
(Blechnum spicant) on the banks. Further searching could reveal more species such as Marsh Violet (Viola 
palustris). The management should aim to maintain the present good condition. 
 
The 'Frying Pan Pond' has a good population of Bog Pondweed, which appears to be re-introduced, as 
suggested in the 1998 survey report. Bog-Mosses were not found in 2016, but the pond is difficult to survey 
as it is completely surrounded by a wall which is built up to the edge of the water. Because of the wall, 
there is no pond margin, which is usually an important habitat of a pond and this is where Bog-mosses 
would grow. This pond is one of a few sites in Leicestershire where Palmate Newt occurs. Amphibians were 
not recorded during the survey and additional systematic surveys for these would be necessary to confirm 
their presence. 
 
A small new pond (TN19) was created in an area which has recently been clear-felled to restore heathland 
and has potential to develop into a similarly good habitat to the other ponds. Bog Pondweed and Bogbean 
(Menyanthes trifoliata) are present and presumably introduced.  
 

5.1.4. Grassland 
The western area of the surveyed land is made up of several large former arable fields, where woodland 
and grassland was created in the 1990s. They were sown in and are managed as hay meadows. Cattle, 
sheep and alpacas that graze the Beacon Hill heathland in summer are moved to these fields in the periods 
when the SSSIs can't be grazed. 
 
The fields are rather species-rich and the grassland creation seems to have been successful. They differ 
from old grassland in that the species are mostly evenly spread across each field and that characteristic 
species of the typical local flora of the Charnwood Forest are not present. Overall weed species are present 
but rare as are grass and herb species which characterise enriched soil. All fields meet the Local Wildlife 
Site criteria for mixed grassland. 
 
A large grassland field with a pond adjacent to the lower car park, was not surveyed in 2016 but a survey 
should be undertaken in 2017. 
 

5.2. Fauna records 
This survey focussed on the vegetation but casual fauna records were made and confirmed the importance 
of the site as a habitat for some of the rare species of the Charnwood Forest, particularly reptiles. The 



6 
 

report on the survey by the Loughborough Naturalist's Club 1998 emphasises that Beacon Hill has a “rich 
and varied wildlife for an area of its size due to the diverse habitat” and this is certainly still the case and 
will continue to be so if the site is managed for a wide range of habitats.  
 
The most notable fauna records during the survey in 2016 were from Adder and Common Lizard (see 
Appendix 4 for details). 
 
Areas where fauna was particularly noticeable during the survey includes the newly planted 'Native Tree 
Collection' (TN26) where a good number of birds were heard. A range of different invertebrates was 
notable in summer on the heathland of the upper slope (TN45), particularly where bramble was in flower, 
as well as the fenced heath restoration area, particularly in the damp unmanaged part of it.  
 
The creation of large areas of new habitats (primarily flower-rich grassland, new woodland and ponds, but 
also rough grassland margins) will definitely have a positive impact on the fauna, particularly where 
undisturbed and less frequented by visitors.  
 
Further surveys of the fauna including the newly created habitats surrounding the park would be 
worthwhile. This could include vegetation surveys, bird and butterfly transects as well as bat recordings. 
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust would be interested to assist with the surveys if resources are 
available. 
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5.3. List of selected notable species recorded in 2016 
 

  

 
Grid reference 

of location 

Leicestershire & Rutland 
Rare plant register/ Red Data 

Book 
Axiophyte

2
 

Vascular Plants 
 

 
 

Blechnum spicant Hard Fern SK519145 nearly scarce 

Spergularia rubra Sand Spurrey SK50961459 scarce 

Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort 
SK51541462, 
SK520145, 
SK51461478 

rare   

Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry 
SK5152314884, 
SK51101494, 
SK50821494 

axiophyte 

Scutellaria minor Lesser Skullcap 
SK51561462, 
SK514145 

rare   

Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed 
SK519145, 
SK5165014608, 
SK51461478 

rare   

Agrostis vinealis Brown Bent SK51541462 rare   

Agrostis canina Velvet Bent 
SK519145, 
SK520145, 
SK51461478 

scarce 

Carex pilulifera Pill Sedge 
SK516144, 
SK512147, 
SK50811482 

axiophyte 

Carex demissa Common Yellow-sedge SK514145 axiophyte 

Carex binervis Green-ribbed Sedge 
SK51541462, 
SK514145 

axiophyte 

Salix repens Creeping Willow SK51561462 rare (introduced) 

Bryophytes 
 

 
 

Archidium alternifolium 
 

SK522146 thought to be extinct in Leics 

Barbilophozia atlantica 
 

SK51101494 rare  

Hedwigia ciliata 
 

SK52161450 nationally scarce 

Lophocolea semiteres 
 

SK50931488 
new county record (non-
native) 

Philonotis fontana 
 

SK522146 thought to be extinct in Leics 

Pogonatum urnigerum 
 

SK522146 rare  

Polytrichum commune 
 

SK518145 scarce 

Sphagnum denticulatum 
 

SK51561462 scarce 

Sphagnum inundatum 
 

SK519145 rare  

Sphagnum palustre 
 

SK519145 scarce 

Weissia controversa var. 
controversa  

SK522146 scarce 

Reptiles 
 

 
 

Vivipera berus Adder SK5073414976 rare  

Zootoca vivipara Common Lizard 
SK514147, 
SK51101494  

                                                           
2
 Indicators of good quality habitat in Leicestershire and Rutland (Jeeves 2011). 
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6. Management aims and recommendations 
 
6.1. Heath-grassland 

 Maintain a varied sward structure on the lower slopes and create this on the other heath-grassland 
areas, where the sward was uniformly short at any time during the survey.  

 Continue to graze all heath-grassland areas to prevent re-encroaching of scrub and bracken. 

 Continue controlling bracken and scrub whilst retaining a reasonable amount of scrub to maintain a 
mosaic of habitats and adder habitats. Maintain single trees and groups of trees as well as any dead 
wood, standing or lying as habitats  particularly for invertebrates 

 Maintain and increase wet and flushed areas by avoiding further drainage and to block existing 
drainage where possible. 

 Maintain areas of open ground. 

 Investigate other possibility of increasing areas of disturbance, e.g. by pigs as had been carried out 
in the past in some areas for bracken control, to naturally open up soil to create a seed bed for 
Heather and other species that need bare ground for germination. This should be done with the 
protection of the historic features and species sensitive to disturbance, such as adders, in mind. 
 

6.2. Outcrops 

 Maintain exposed rock outcrops and their vegetation by monitoring scrub and tree encroachment. 
 

6.3. Woodland 

 Continue to leave part of the woodland to develop naturally and retain any dead standing, hung-up 
and fallen trees and branches where they do not pose a hazard. This will increase the woodland’s 
value for wildlife over time. 

 Continue to manage for a range of structure and varying light levels which will favour a rich 
diversity for wildlife.  This includes leaving areas undisturbed and unmanaged. 

 Retain wet areas in the woodland. 

 Continue to remove and control non-native species, particularly Rhododendron and conifers. In the 
light of Ash dieback, consider leaving Sycamore in situ, as it is known to be an important habitat for 
a large number of native species. 

 Continue to manage part of the new plantation by coppicing with standards and retain any old 
boundary trees. 

 Where possible leave dead wood in place or create woodpiles to let decay naturally as wildlife 
habitats. 

 Thin trees of the new plantation. 

 Create zoned woodland edges and maintain wide woodland rides, mown as grassland or left as 
rough grass and tall herbs with occasional scrub to provide a range of habitats. 

 Rather than plant further trees, instead allow scrub to develop naturally and eventually into 
woodland. 

 
6.4. Ponds  

 Maintain the current structure of 'Frank's Pit' and the surrounding area 

 Maintain low nutrient levels of the pond water. 

 Maintain fences to prevent disturbance particularly by dogs.  

 If the ponds silt up and need clearing, remove 1/5 (and no more than ¼) of vegetation in any one 
year between November and February from across a range of water depths. It is recommended to 
hand search removed vegetation for invertebrates and leave it by the side of the pond for 24 hours 
before composting. In a suitable place the compost could form a habitat for reptiles to lay eggs in. 

 Consider creating more ponds on areas of low conservation value and leave them to develop 
naturally. 

 
6.5. Grassland 
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 Maintain the species-rich grassland by continuing to manage as hay meadows with aftermath 
grazing. Remove any arisings after cutting. 

 Do not apply artificial fertilisers or pesticides. 

 Increase the diversity of habitats by leaving wide margins (4-6m or more) and infield strips uncut. 
These will provide shelter and a place for hibernation after the rest of the fields has been cut short. 

 Consider planting in-field trees to increase the structural diversity of the fields. 

 Consider creating ponds of different shapes and sizes in some or all of the fields.  
 

6.6. Flora and Fauna 

 Continue to record and survey flora and fauna. Worthwhile surveys could include amphibian and 
reptile surveys, as well as surveys of bats, of which only 1 or 2 records exist, but of which a range of 
different species should be present. The results of further surveys should influence habitat 
management. 
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Appendix 1: Target Notes 
 

TN1 Bramble-Bracken-Oak woodland between 
Beacon Road and the upper car park, 
predominantly even-aged. Some dead wood on 
ground. The woodland includes deep and wide 
dry ditches which are archaeological 
earthworks. 

 
TN2 Oak-Beech stand with little ground cover. 

Directly adjacent to car park and well used by 
public. Dead tree lying on ground. 

 
TN3 Woodland margin between collapsed stone 

wall and metalled track. Oak (Quercus robur) 
woodland with some young Birch (Betula 
pendula) trees. 

 

TN4 n/a  

TN5 Area of abundant Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 
seed and Gorse (Ulex europaeus) with Birch 
scrub. This area was scraped ca. 20 years ago 
and sown with Heather. It is fenced off and 
grazed. The vegetation is flailed in rotation for 
scrub control. Birch is also weed wiped. A third 
of this area is unmanaged and developed into a 
dense Birch scrub with small patches of wet 
heath where the rare Lesser Skullcap 
(Scutellaria minor) grows. This is probably the 
best area of heathland on Beacon Hill with a 
good range of heathland species being present 
in large numbers. The mix of Birch scrub, wet 
heath and Heather and Gorse vegetation 
attract a variety of invertebrates which were 
particularly notable during the survey in 
September. 
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TN6 Unmanaged area with rough grass and tall 
ruderals, scattered Oak, seedlings of Rowan 
(Sorbus aucuparia) and Sycamore (Acer 
pseudoplatanus). The area includes a c. 15 m 
long stretch of a ditch, which was dry at the 
time of the survey. 

 
TN7 Strip of naturally regenerating woodland with 

Birch and Sycamore. 

 
TN8 Bracken-Bramble-Oak-woodland. Includes an 

area of woodland with bare ground close to the 
woodland edge where a very old Beech (Fagus 
sylvatica) tree stands. 

 
TN9 Large area of uneven-aged woodland with a lot of 

dead wood (fallen, standing and hang-up) and areas 
of planted trees (Beech, Oak) and naturally 
regenerating trees (particularly Birch (Silver and 
Downy (Betula pubescens)), Oak and Rowan) of 
different ages and woodlands of different stages of 
succession are present. Lying trees, some recently 
fallen and with root plates. The area is very well 
used by the public and criss-crossed by informal 
footpaths. Areas with bare ground particularly 
around stands of Beech trees. Rhododendron 
(Rhododendron ponticum) occurs in some places 
and has been cut back in some. A deep and wide, 
dry ditch runs parallel to the southern track.  
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TN10 Pond in woodland, c. 8m diameter, fed by small 
stream (the water comes out of a pipe running 
underneath the footpath). The pond is fenced 
completely by a post-and-rail fence. The water 
appears to be shallow with a wide marshy zone 
in the inflow area which is dominated by Blunt-
leaved Bog-moss (Sphagnum palustre) with the 
presence of other bog-moss species. This is 
followed by a zone of floating Bog Pondweed 
(Potamogeton polygonifolius). A few plants of 
Hard-fern (Blechnum spicant) grow on the 
banks. Overall this pond supports an interesting 
flora with typical plants of the Charnwood 
Forest. 

 

TN11 Small area of standing water by a small stream 
in the woodland with the notable Marsh 
Pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris) which is 
typical for wet acidic places in the Charnwood 
Forest. 

 
TN12 Dense mixed plantation possibly about 50 years 

old with bare ground. 

 
TN13 Small outcrop with some typical bryophytes 

and acid grassland species. The top of the 
outcrop is covered in grass and Bramble (Rubus 
fruticosus agg.) and scrub threatens to 
overgrow the outcrop. The outcrop is 
surrounded by trees and partly shaded. 
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TN14 Bracken-Bramble-Oak woodland. Oak, Birch 
and Rowan are dominant trees, with occasional 
non-natives tree species present. One branch 
of Oak close to the outcrop was found to 
support some notable bryophyte species 
including Hedwigia ciliata, which is nationally 
scarce (Pescott, 2016). This is the second 
record for Leicestershire. It is a species of rocks 
and it is unusual to find it growing as an 
epiphyte. Another interesting find, 
Cololejeunea minutissima, is a tiny liverwort, 
easily overlooked and there are only a few 
records for Leicestershire. It is most abundant 
around the coast but spreading dramatically 
since the 1990s possibly due to a combination 
of climate change and reduction of SO2 
pollution. 

 

TN15 Former fields (of possibly improved grassland?) 
topsoil scraped off (ca. 10 years ago) and 
heather spread (pers. comm. Mick Moffatt). 
Scraping created a stony ground which is wet in 
many places. An early successional vegetation 
has developed with sparse vegetation which 
includes many bryophyte species and a variety 
of bushy Cladonia lichen species. Low Birch 
scrub (in average 0.5m high) is developing and 
has become dense in about the upper third of 
the field. During a bryophyte survey several 
notable species were found including the Red 
Data Book species Pogonatum urnigerum, 
Philonotis fontana and Archidium alternifolium. 
The two latter species were thought to be 
extinct in the county (Ballard & Fletcher, 1997). 

 

TN16 No longer applicable  

TN17 Young Birch scrub where a stand of conifers 
was felled ca. 10 years ago. Standards of native 
species left, but spindly. 
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TN18 Non-native trees felled ca. 10 years ago, now 
grazed and with Purple Moor-grass (Molinia 
caerulea), patches of Bracken, and occasional 
Heather and Gorse (Ulex europaeus). Standard 
trees include Birch and Red Oak (Quercus 
rubra). Some dead wood has been left in 
habitat piles for beetles as suggested by 
Woodward & Ikin (2014). 

 
TN19 Newly created pond ca. 5x8m2, with shallow 

water and mostly steep banks and about one 
third of the margins shallow. The pond is fed 
with brownish water from a small watercourse. 
Bog Pondweed (Potamogeton polygonifolius) 
and Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata) are 
present and both possibly introduced. Newts  
were seen in May, these were either Smooth or 
Palmate.  

 
TN20 Woodland dominated by Birch with a bracken- 

bramble ground flora. Rhododendron used to 
be dense here but was cleared in 1996/1997 
(Loughborough Naturalists’s Club, 1998). 

 

TN21 Small stream with gravel substrate running 
from TN11 to the north. The banks are rich in 
bryophytes in places. 
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TN22 Rough grassland (with elements of acid 
grassland) with young naturally regenerating 
Oak. 

 
TN23 Young mixed plantation in rough grassland 

(incl. Oak, Cherry, Rowan and more species). 
There are dense Bramble branches in places. 

 
TN24 Scraped field with bare ground and Heather 

regeneration. Similar to TN15 

 
TN25 Rough field corner with brush heaps and 

mounds of soil.  
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TN26 "Native tree collection" - mixed plantation of 
native tree species planted 20 years ago. Large 
areas are planted with Hazel and Oak for 
coppicing with standards which are rotationally 
managed in coupes. Many species were 
planted in small groups with interpretation 
boards for visitors. The area is made accessible 
by metalled tracks and footpaths with wide 
margins in places. The grassy margins and a 
wide ride were sown in with meadow plants 
such as Black Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), 
Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris), Oxeye 
Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) and Cowslip 
(Primula veris). Unmanaged corners with rough 
vegetation as well as dead wood left to decay 
in place add to the diverse structure of this 
area providing a range of different wildlife 
habitats. The old field boundaries within the 
area are visible as overgrown hedges with old 
Oak standards and dry ditches. A good number 
of birds were heard here.  

 
 

TN27 Small shaded outcrop, which has no particularly 
interesting flora. Badger sett entrances are 
present here (remove this if this document is 
made public). 

 
TN28 A large plantation from ca. 1950 of mainly 
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Beech and Scot's Pine (Pinus sylvestris). The 
area is bordered by walls and divided into four 
by forest rides. The groundflora is dominated 
by Bracken and Bramble with some large 
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) patches. 
Sycamore and Holly (Ilex aquifolium) 
regeneration is frequent in places while Birch, 
Beech and Pine regeneration is occasional. In 
places there are large areas of bare ground. 
Birch regeneration is dense in recently clear-
felled areas. Several mature trees (incl. Sweet 
Chestnut (Castanea sativa), Oak and Beech) 
grow along the wall.  

 

 

TN29 A Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus) plant under an 
old pine by the wall 

 

TN30 An outcrop with no particularly notable flora. 
The area is used for den building. 
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TN31 Even-aged Beech and Pine plantation with a 
good proportion of Red Oak and Larch. The 
understorey is mainly made up of Bracken, 
Bramble and Holly. 

 

TN32 Steep north-facing slope dominated by Bracken 
with scattered Birch, Oak and Rowan trees. The 
majority of this compartment is a mosaic of 
acid grassland, Bracken/Bramble scrub, 
scattered trees and many scattered stones and 
rocks. Many trees were removed recently. 
Birch is naturally regenerating, Foxglove 
(Digitalis purpurea) occurs in patches and 
Bluebell is occasional. 

 

TN33 Small fenced off pond next to 'Frying pan 
pond'. Ca. 1.5 x 4 m2. The water is eutrophic 
with dense algae growth and Sweet-grass on 
the margins. 
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TN34 "Frying Pan Pond" - the pond is surrounded by 
a dry stone wall and at the time of the survey 
was filled with water up to the wall so that 
there was no marginal zone around it. The 
pond appears to be very shallow so that a few 
tussocks of rushes can grow in it. Aquatic 
vegetation dominated by Bog Pondweed 
(Potamogeton polygonifolius) and Sweet-grass 
(Glyceria sp.). Palmate Newts were recorded 
here previously. 

 
TN35 A stand of trees that appears to be originating 

from natural regeneration and is made up of 
Birch, Oak, Beech and Rowan. The understorey 
is Bracken, Bramble and Holly and the 
undergrowth contains more grass than other 
compartments. A little stream runs through the 
woodland, first in a defined channel but then 
spreads out in a boggy area which is also 
slightly poached by cattle. 
 

 
TN36 Area of dense Bracken and Bramble with recent 

tree clearance.  
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TN37 Small outcrop with a good bryophyte flora and 
other typical outcrop flora such as Wavy Hair-
grass (Deschampsia flexuosa) and Sheep's 
Sorrel (Rumex acetosella) and surrounded by 
Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus). 

 
TN38 Large area of former plantation on a steep 

slope. Now clear-felled and dominated by 
Bracken with few Oak and Pine standards. 
Heather seeds were spread here and, in places, 
young Heather plants grow on bare soil.  

 

 

TN39 Oak plantation, ca. 40 years old with sparse 
undergrowth on shallow, stoney ground with 
some lying dead wood. Heavily used by public.  
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TN40 This is an area of former plantation which was 
clear-felled a few years ago and replanted. It is 
now a mix of planted trees including Oak, 
Rowan, Cherry, Birch and naturally 
regenerating Birch as well as rare Larch, 
Sycamore, Rowan and Holly with a dense 
groundcover of Bracken. 

 
TN41 ‘Jubilee Walk’- public footpath within a strip of 

woodland between fields to the west and 
young plantation to the east. The woodland 
consists mainly of Oak trees and there are 
dense Holly patches. The groundflora is a 
mosaic of Bracken, Bramble, grass (Wavy 
Hairgrass, Rough Meadow-grass (Poa trivialis)), 
patches of Bluebells and others. 

 
TN42 Small pond in field corner and edge of Rippin 

Memorial Walk, a wide Beech avenue planted 
in 1952. The pond is fenced off and very 
shallow with relatively wide marshy margins. 
Tadpoles were seen during the survey. 

 
TN43 Large area of a mixed plantation of native tree 

species on former fields planted about 20 years 
ago. Many of the plants in the understorey and 
on ride margins, which are widened to scallops 
in places, indicate high nutrient content of the 
soil (such as Dandelion (Taraxacum sp.) and 
Broad-leaved Dock (Rumex obtusifolius). Old 
grassland species such as Meadow Buttercup 
(Ranunculus acris) or Cowslip (Primula veris) 
were probably sown to increase species-
richness. Old hedgerows, which include some 
old trees and dry ditches, are still present on 
the old field boundaries. Between the 
plantation and adjacent fields to the east, there 
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are wide unmanaged margins with rough grass 
and some scattered Gorse.  

 

TN44 Large area which appears to be a dried out 
pond , possibly seasonally water-filled. The 
southern part is an area of marshy vegetation 
with rushes, Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga) 
and Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum). 
Much of the northern part of this pond is open 
soil with sparse vegetation and includes some 
bryophytes.  

 
TN45 Large area of heath-grassland on the east 

facing slopes below the Beacon Hill summit. 
The area used to be covered in bracken and 
scattered trees. Management to restore heath-
grassland started about 20 years ago which 
created a mosaic of short acid grassland, 
scattered and dense stands of Bracken, single 
Oak and Birch trees and rocks. There are 
scattered outcrops some of which have a 
typical flora including Early Hair-grass (Aira 
praecox) and the liverwort Ciliated Fringewort 
(Ptilidium ciliare). The area is grazed by 
Longhorn and Highland cattle. The acid 
grassland sward was rather short at the time of 
the survey and dominated by grasses such as 
Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris) and Wavy 
Hair-grass with Heath Bedstraw and Sheep 
Sorrel. Tormentil (Potentilla erecta) is rare and 
there are scattered small plants of Heather. 
The banks of the prehistoric earthworks in 
places support a good acid grassland flora 
including typical bryophytes. Large areas in the 
northern part of this area are dominated by 
Bracken.  
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TN46a An area of ca. 20 x 30 m2 of short grassland 
supporting acid grassland species on a larger 
area of grassland on shallow soil of the car park 
which is heavily trampled by visitors. The sward 
is a mix of amenity grassland and elements of 
acid grassland. The notable Sand Spurrey 
(Spergularia rubra) is present here, which is 
listed in the Rare Plant Register (Jeeves 2011) 
and also grows on the gravel areas of the car 
park. 
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TN46b A bank in the north of the car park with similar 
vegetation as in TN46a. 

 
TN46c Field to the north of car park regularly cut short 

with species-poor acid grassland vegetation 
including abundant Mat-grass (Nardus stricta).  

 
TN46d Small area of heath-grassland with a good 

Heather population. Appears to be sown. 

 
TN47a A large field of acid grassland with scattered 

Bracken, Bramble and some single trees to the west 
of the summit. This field was overgrown with 
Bracken until about 20 years ago (can be seen on 
old aerial photographs), but the Bracken 
management and grazing has reduced the Bracken 
cover considerably. The field is well used by the 
public and criss-crossed by informal footpath. The 
most trampled areas are on top of the large 
outcrops (TN47b) in the north of the field, where 
Mat-grass is frequent. Bramble and patches 
dominated by broadleaved grasses (mainly 
Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus)) indicate high levels 

of eutrophication in places. 
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TN47b Large rock outcrop to the west of the summit 
of Beacon Hill supporting a range of species 
which are typical of this habitat, but no notable 
plant species were found. 

 

TN47c A patch (ca. 10 x 20 m2) of Bilberry on a rocky 
slope. 

 

TN48a Outcrops and acid grassland on the summit of 
Beacon Hill. This area is heavily used and 
trampled by visitors. Bracken is absent from 
the area and the grassland is rather species-
poor. The rocks support the typical vegetation 
but are also influenced by the heavy trampling. 

 



26 
 

TN48b Large outcrop with steep north face. A notable 
bryophyte flora was recorded below the 
outcrop including a first county record of the 
neophytic liverwort Lophocolea semiteres.  

 
TN49 Bilberry and Heather grow on the north side of 

the summit along the main path.  

 

TN50a Lower slope of open heath-grassland area 
becoming wet in places. The area is fenced off 
from the top dry heath area and is made up of 
a mosaic of acid grassland with Bracken and 
dominant Purple Moor-grass where the ground 
is wet. The area is grazed and has a sward of 
varied height which gives it a good structure to 
provide habitat for a range of wildlife. In places 
dominant Bracken is managed by rolling. Scrub 
and trees were removed and some single trees 
left as well as standing and lying dead wood. 
There are small patches of Heather 
regeneration where the ground was scraped 
and Heather seeds sown.  
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TN50b Spring and flushed area which is dominated by 
Rushes with Sedges and Purple Moor-grass. 
Sphagnum denticulatum is frequent here. A 
small plant of Creeping Willow (Salix repens) 
was planted here ca. 10 years ago from a 
cutting from a plant from Charnwood Lodge 
and is still growing. The area is notable for 
supporting species which in Leicestershire are 
confined to wet heathland of the Charnwood 
Forest, such as Lesser Skullcap (Scutellaria 
minor) and Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle 
vulgaris), and only occur in few places.  
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Appendix 2: Grassland survey notes:  

Fields 51-54  

The fields are fairly herb rich. Most of the species present are spread very evenly across 
each field suggesting they have been seeded. Sweet Vernal Grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum) 
is frequent in all fields and Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris) is frequent or occasional. 
Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus) is frequent in Felds 51-53 and rare in Field 54. There is a very 
similar species list for all four fields with the exception that Field 51 contains more species 
of wet grassland including Greater Bird’s-foot-trefoil (Lotus pedunculatus). Greater Bird’s-
foot-trefoil is frequent and was not detected in the other three fields. The northern corner 
of Field 51 is wetter. Field 1 also contained at least two spikes of Common Spotted Orchid 
(Dactylorhiza fuchsii) and two of an unidentified Orchid (Dactylorhiza sp.). No Orchids were 
detected in the other fields.  

Field 52 contains a rocky outcrop that is largely covered by Pedunculate Oak (Quercus 
robur). Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Elder (Sambucus nigra), Gorse (Ulex europaeus), 
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides sp.), Foxglove (Digitais purpurea), Red Campion (Silene dioica) and a 
small patch of Wavy Hair-grass (Deschampsia flexuosa) are also present. On the boundary of 
the trees is a strip of Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum), Broad-leaved Dock (Rumex 
obtusifolius), Nettle (Urtica dioica) and False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius).  

Field 51, 52 and 54 meet LWS primary criteria for mixed grassland containing 10 or more 
species from lists F, G and H combined. Field 53 meets secondary criteria for mixed 
grassland with 9 species from lists F, G and H combined.  

Species of wet, disturbed ground are present in the gateways including Toad Rush (Juncus 
bufonius) and Marsh Cudweed (Gnaphalium uliginosum). 

Fields 55-58 

In comparison with Fields 51-54 these fields are in general less herb rich. Common Bent and 
Sweet Vernal Grass are less frequent and they are replaced by increased amounts of 
Yorkshire Fog. Field 58 contains abundant Perennial Rye Grass (Lolium perenne). These fields 
also contain more weed species such as Nettle, Thistle and Broad-leaved Dock particularly 
around the boundaries and smaller species such as Pineappleweed (Matricaria discoidea) 
around gates. Field 8 has the most weed species with occasional Broad-leaved Dock 
throughout the field, but is also the most species diverse field. It contains 11 species from 
the LWS lists F, G and H combined and therefore meets primary LWS criteria for mixed 
grassland. Fields 55, 56 and 57 meet secondary criteria for mixed grassland containing 8 or 
9 species respectively from the LWS lists F, G and H combined.  

Fields 57 and 58 are separated from each other by the remains of a dry stone wall that is 
covered mostly in vegetation. The top of the remains is essentially on the same level as field 
58 and there is a step down of less than 1m to Field 57. The vegetation on top of the wall is 
listed separately and is the only place where Sheep’s Sorrel (Rumex acetosella) was noted. 
Patches of grassland occur as well as regions of Nettle. Fields 55-58 again have an even 
distribution of most species and therefore appear to have been seeded. They also do not 
contain typical grassland species of the Charnwood Forest. 
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Appendix 3: Species Lists 

1. Flora 

Latin Name English Name Abundance/Notes Target 
Note 

Habitat Grid Reference Date 

  

 

TN1 Bramble-Bracken-Oak 
woodland predominantly 
even-aged.  

SK510145  04/05/16 

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak D TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken A TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell R TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Ilex aquifolium Holly 

 

TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern 

 

TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore R, seedlings TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Fagus sylvatica Beech R TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn  TN1  SK510145  04/05/16 

Mosses: 

  

TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Atrichum undulatum Common Smoothcap 

 

TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Hypnum cupressiforme. s.l. Cypress-leaved Plait-moss TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Kindbergia praelonga Common Feather-moss 

 

TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Mnium hornum Swan's-neck Thyme-
moss. 

 

TN1 

 

SK510145  04/05/16 

Polytrichastrum formosum Bank Haircap   TN1   SK510145  04/05/16 

  

 

TN2 Oak-Beech stand with not 
much ground flora. 

SK510146  04/05/16 

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak A TN2 

 

SK510146  04/05/16 

Fagus sylvatica Beech 

 

TN2 

 

SK510146  04/05/16 

Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 

 

TN2 

 

SK510146  04/05/16 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell O TN2  SK510146  04/05/16 

      TN5 Heathland restoration area SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Betula pendula Silver Birch  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Calluna vulgaris Heather  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Carex binervis Green-ribbed Sedge  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Carex viridula subsp. Common Yellow-sedge  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 



30 
 

oedocarpa 

Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Juncus squarrosus Heath Rush  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Molinia caerulea Purple Moor-grass  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Nardus stricta Mat-grass  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Scutellaria minor Lesser Skullcap  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Ulex europaeus Gorse  TN5  SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Ulex gallii Western Gorse   TN5   SK514145  04/05/2016 and 06/09/2016 

  

 

TN8 Bracken-Bramble-Oak-
woodland with much natural 
regeneration. 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Canopy and shrub layer 

  

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Betula pendula Silver Birch 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Ilex aquifolium Holly 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Taxus baccata Yew R TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Salix cinerea Grey Willow 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron LA TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Ulex europaeus Gorse R TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Groundlayer 

  

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore seedlings TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Carex pilulifera Pill Sedge 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass R TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Galium aparine Cleavers 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Hedera helix Common Ivy 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Molinia caerulea Purple Moor-grass R TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 
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Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Rubus idaeus Raspberry R TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Urtica dioica Common Nettle 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Mosses and liverworts: 

  

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Frullania dilatata Dilated Scalewort 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Kindbergia praelonga Common Feather-moss 

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

Metzgeria furcata Forked Veilwort  

 

TN8 

 

SK516144 04/05/16 

      TN9 Oak-Birch-Woodland, mostly 
natural regeneration. 

SK518145  04/05/16 

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 

 

TN9 

 

SK518145  04/05/16 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

 

TN9 

 

SK518145  04/05/16 

Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle 

 

TN9 

 

SK518145  04/05/16 

Fagus sylvatica Beech 

 

TN9 

 

SK518145  04/05/16 

Betula pendula Silver Birch 

 

TN9 

 

SK518145  04/05/16 

Betula pubescens Downy Birch 

 

TN9 

 

SK518145  04/05/16 

Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron 

 

TN9 

 

SK518145  04/05/16 

Mosses 

  

TN9 

 

SK518145  04/05/16 

Polytrichum commune Common Haircap 

 

TN9 below root plate of fallen tree SK518145  04/05/16 

      TN10 Frank's pit - woodland pond SK519145 04/05/16 

Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed 

 

TN10 

 

SK519145 04/05/16 

Agrostis canina Velvet Bent 

 

TN10 

 

SK519145 04/05/16 

Juncus bulbosus Bulbous Rush 

 

TN10 

 

SK519145 04/05/16 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush 

 

TN10 

 

SK519145 04/05/16 

Blechnum spicant Hard-fern 

 

TN10 

 

SK519145 04/05/16 

Mosses: 

  

TN10 

 

SK519145 04/05/16 

Sphagnum palustre Blunt-leaved Bog-moss 

 

TN10 

 

SK519145 04/05/16 

Sphagnum inundatum Lesser Cow-horn Bog-moss TN10 

 

SK519145 04/05/16 

Polytrichum commune Common Haircap 

 

TN10 

 

SK519145 04/05/16 

      TN11 Small stream in woodland SK520145 04/05/16 

Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort 

 

TN11 

 

SK520145 04/05/16 

Glyceria sp. Sweet-grass vegetative TN11 

 

SK520145 04/05/16 

Agrostis canina Velvet Bent 

 

TN11 

 

SK520145 04/05/16 

Ranunculus flammula Lesser Spearwort 

 

TN11 

 

SK520145 04/05/16 

Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush 

 

TN11 

 

SK520145 04/05/16 
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Juncus effusus Soft-rush 

 

TN11 

 

SK520145 04/05/16 

Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush 

 

TN11 

 

SK520145 04/05/16 

      TN12 Dense mixed plantation SK520146  04/05/16 

Fagus sylvatica Beech 

 

TN12 

 

SK520146  04/05/16 

Larix sp. Larch 

 

TN12 

 

SK520146  04/05/16 

Pinus nigra Austrian or Corsican 
Pine 

 

TN12 

 

SK520146  04/05/16 

Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut 

 

TN12 

 

SK520146  04/05/16 

      TN13 Small outcrop in woodland SK52161455 04/05/16 

Festuca ovina Sheep's-fescue 

 

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw 

 

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 

 

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel 

 

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass 

 

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Mosses: 

  

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Ptilidium ciliare Ciliated Fringewort 

 

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Campylopus introflexus Heath Star-moss 

 

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Frullania dilatata Dilated Scalewort 

 

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Polytrichum piliferum Bristly Haircap 

 

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Cephalozia sp. Pincerwort  TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

Dicranum scoparium Broom Fork-moss 

 

TN13 

 

SK52161455 04/05/16 

      TN14 Bracken-Bramble-Oak 
woodland. 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 

 

TN14 

 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

Betula pendula Silver Birch 

 

TN14 

 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

 

TN14 

 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

Mosses: 

  

TN14 

 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

Frullania dilatata Dilated Scalewort 

 

TN14 

 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

Ulota crispa Crisped Pincushion 

 

TN14 

 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

Cryphaea heteromalla Lateral Cryphaea 

 

TN14 

 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

Orthotrichum affine Wood Bristle-moss 

 

TN14 

 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

Hedwigia ciliata Ciliate Hoar-moss Red Data Book TN14 

 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

Cololejeunea minutissima Minute Pouncewort 

 

TN14 

 

SK52161450 04/05/16 

      TN15 Heath restoration area SK522145  04/05/16 

Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge 

 

TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 
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Hieracium sp. Hawkweed different species but 
difficult to identify 

TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed 

 

TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Betula pendula Silver Birch A TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Calluna vulgaris Heather F TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear A TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Lichens: 

  

TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Cladonia spp. Cladonia lichen LA TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Mosses: 

  

TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Polytrichastrum formosum Bank Haircap 

 

TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Campylopus introflexus Heath Star-moss 

 

TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Calliergonella cuspidata Pointed Spear-moss 

 

TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Brachythecium albicans Whitish Feather-moss 

 

TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Hypnum jutlandicum Heath Plait-moss 

 

TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

Philonotis fontana Fountain Apple-moss  TN15 

 

SK522145  04/05/16 

      TN18 Heathland, recently clear-
felled. 

SK51641463 05/05/16 

Quercus rubra Red Oak 

 

TN18 

 

SK51641463 05/05/16 

Betula pendula Silver Birch 

 

TN18 

 

SK51641463 05/05/16 

Molinia caerulea Purple Moor-grass 

 

TN18 

 

SK51641463 05/05/16 

Calluna vulgaris Heather 

 

TN18 

 

SK51641463 05/05/16 

Ulex europaeus Gorse 

 

TN18 

 

SK51641463 05/05/16 

      TN19 Newly created pond. SK5165014608 05/05/16 

Menyanthes trifoliata Bogbean 

 

TN19 

 

SK5165014608 05/05/16 

Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed 

 

TN19 

 

SK5165014608 05/05/16 

Juncus bulbosus Bulbous Rush 

 

TN19 

 

SK5165014608 05/05/16 

      TN26 Native tree collection' SK51091503 05/05/16 

Primula veris Cowslip LF TN26  SK51091503 05/05/16 

Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed LF TN26 

 

SK51091503 05/05/16 

Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup LF TN26 

 

SK51091503 05/05/16 

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass LF TN26 

 

SK51091503 05/05/16 

Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O TN26 

 

SK51091503 05/05/16 

Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel O TN26 

 

SK51091503 05/05/16 

Trifolium pratense Red Clover O TN26 

 

SK51091503 05/05/16 

Taraxacum officinale agg. Dandelion LF TN26 

 

SK51091503 05/05/16 
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      TN28 A large plantation from ca. 
1950, mainly Beech and Scot's 
Pine.  

SK51741488 05/05/16 

Canopy:       

Fagus sylvatica Beech 

 

TN28 

 

SK517148 05/05/16 

Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 

 

TN28 

 

SK517148 05/05/16 

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore 

 

TN28 

 

SK517148 05/05/16 

Larix sp. Larch 

 

TN28 

 

SK517148 05/05/16 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

 

TN28 

 

SK517148 05/05/16 

Ilex aquifolium Holly 

 

TN28 

 

SK517148 05/05/16 

groundflora: 

  

TN28 

 

  

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell 

 

TN28 

 

SK517148 05/05/16 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 

 

TN28 

 

SK517148 05/05/16 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 

 

TN28 

 

SK517148 05/05/16 

Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern 

 

TN28 

 

SK517148 05/05/16 

Oxalis acetosella Wood-sorrel R TN28 

 

SK5167414852 05/05/16 

Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry   TN29 a plant of Bilberry under an 
old pine by the wall 

SK5152314884 05/05/16 

      TN31 Even-aged beech and pine 
plantation . 

SK512149 05/05/16 

Fagus sylvatica Beech 

 

TN31 

 

SK51231494 05/05/16 

Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 

 

TN31 

 

SK51231494 05/05/16 

Quercus rubra Red Oak 

 

TN31 

 

SK51231494 05/05/16 

Larix sp. Larch 

 

TN31 

 

SK51231494 05/05/16 

Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade 

 

TN31 

 

SK5123514944 05/05/16 

      TN32 recently managed heath on 
steep north-facing slope. 

SK511149 05/05/16 

Betula pendula Silver Birch 

 

TN32 

 

SK511149 05/05/16 

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 

 

TN32 

 

SK511149 05/05/16 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

 

TN32 

 

SK511149 05/05/16 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 

 

TN32 

 

SK511149 05/05/16 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 

 

TN32 

 

SK511149 05/05/16 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell 

 

TN32 

 

SK511149 05/05/16 

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove 

 

TN32 

 

SK511149 05/05/16 

      TN34 "Frying Pan Pond" SK51461478 06/05/16 
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Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed LD TN34 

 

SK51461478 06/05/16 

Glyceria sp. Sweetgrass LD TN34 

 

SK51461478 06/05/16 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush O TN34 

 

SK51461478 06/05/16 

Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort O TN34 

 

SK51461478 06/05/16 

Agrostis canina Velvet Bent O TN34 

 

SK51461478 06/05/16 

Caltha palustris Marsh-marigold R TN34 

 

SK51461478 06/05/16 

      TN35 Birch woodland with stream. SK515114806 06/05/16 

Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-
starwort 

 

TN35 

 

SK515114806 06/05/16 

Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-cress 

 

TN35 

 

SK515114806 06/05/16 

Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern  TN35  SK515114806 06/05/16 

Glyceria sp. Sweetgrass 

 

TN35 

 

SK515114806 06/05/16 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog 

 

TN35 

 

SK515114806 06/05/16 

Juncus bulbosus Bulbous Rush 

 

TN35 

 

SK515114806 06/05/16 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush 

 

TN35 

 

SK515114806 06/05/16 

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup 

 

TN35 

 

SK515114806 06/05/16 

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock 

 

TN35 

 

SK515114806 06/05/16 

Stellaria alsine Bog Stitchwort 

 

TN35 

 

SK515114806 06/05/16 

      TN37 Small outcrop with typical 
vegetation. 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Bryophytes: 

  

TN37 

 

  

Barbilophozia sp. liverwort 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Campylopus introflexus Heath Star-moss 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Dicranum scoparium Broom Fork-moss 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Hypnum jutlandicum Heath Plait-moss 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Polytrichastrum formosum Bank Haircap 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

Rhytidiadelphus sqarrosus Springy turf-moss 

 

TN37 

 

SK51101494 06/05/16 

      TN40 Former plantation, recently 
clear-felled and replanted. 

SK50731502 06/05/16 
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Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 

 

TN40 

 

SK50731502 06/05/16 

Rubus idaeus Raspberry 

 

TN40 

 

SK50731502 06/05/16 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 

 

TN40 

 

SK50731502 06/05/16 

      TN41 "Jubilee Walk" SK50561511 06/05/16 

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove 

 

TN41  SK50561511 06/05/16 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush 

 

TN41  SK50561511 06/05/16 

Urtica dioica Common Nettle 

 

TN41  SK50561511 06/05/16 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell 

 

TN41  SK50561511 06/05/16 

      TN42 Small pond in field corner.  SK50491483 06/05/16 

Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge 

 

TN42 

 

 SK50491483 06/05/16 

Glyceria sp. Sweet-grass 

 

TN42 

 

 SK50491483 06/05/16 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush 

 

TN42 

 

 SK50491483 06/05/16 

Lemna minor Common Duckweed 

 

TN42 

 

 SK50491483 06/05/16 

Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed 

needs to be re-visited 
to check identification 

TN42 

 

 SK50491483 06/05/16 

Salix cinerea Grey Willow   TN42    SK50491483 06/05/16 

   TN43 Large area of a mixed 
plantation of native tree 
species. 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Planted trees 

  

TN43 

 

  

Acer campestre Field Maple 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Betula pendula Silver Birch 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Carpinus betulus Hornbeam 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Cornus sanguinea Dogwood 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Corylus avellana Hazel 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Fraxinus excelsior Ash 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Malus sylvestris Crab Apple 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Populus tremula Aspen 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Prunus avium Wild Cherry 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Salix caprea Goat Willow 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 
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Tilia sp. Lime 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Groundlayer and grassy rides and scallops 

 

TN43 

 

  

Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel likely to be 
planted/sown 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup likely to be 
planted/sown 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Primula veris Cowslip likely to be 
planted/sown 

TN43  SK505145 06/05/16 

Primula vulgaris Primrose likely to be 
planted/sown 

TN43  SK505145 06/05/16 

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Bellis perennis Daisy 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Taraxacum officinale agg. Dandelion 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Urtica dioica Common Nettle 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Bryophytes: 

  

TN43 

 

  

Kindbergia praelonga Common Feather-moss 

 

TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

Brachythecium rutabulum Rough-stalked Feather-moss TN43 

 

SK505145 06/05/16 

      TN44 Dried out pond. SK50861442 06/05/16 

Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent 

 

TN44 

 

SK50861442 06/05/16 

Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb 

 

TN44 

 

SK50861442 06/05/16 

Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb 

 

TN44 

 

SK50861442 06/05/16 

Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush 

 

TN44 

 

SK50861442 06/05/16 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush 

 

TN44 

 

SK50861442 06/05/16 

Juncus inflexus Hard Rush 

 

TN44 

 

SK50861442 06/05/16 

Salix cinerea Grey Willow 

 

TN44 

 

SK50861442 06/05/16 

Veronica beccabunga Brooklime 

 

TN44 

 

SK50861442 06/05/16 

Bryophytes: 

  

 

 

  

Cratoneuron filiformis Fern-leaved Hook-moss 
 

TN44 

 

SK50861442 06/05/16 
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Calliergonella cuspidata Pointed Spear-moss 

 

TN44 

 

SK50861442 06/05/16 

Lichen 

  

 

 

  

Usnea cf. subfloridana 

 

one plant on oak 
branch 

TN44 

 

SK5087614424 06/05/16 

      TN45 Large area of heath-grassland 
on the east facing slopes 
below the Beacon Hill summit. 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent A TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Aira praecox Early Hair-grass on outcrop TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Betula pendula Silver Birch 

 

TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Calluna vulgaris Heather O TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Carex pilulifera Pill Sedge O on banks TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle R TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass A TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Festuca ovina Sheep's-fescue LA on outcrop TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw A TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass LF TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear R TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush R TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush R TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Potentilla erecta Tormentil R TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken F-LA TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 

 

TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup R TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F-LA TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel A TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

 

TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Trifolium repens White Clover R TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Ulex europaeus Gorse R TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Ulex gallii Western Gorse  TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Bryophytes: 

  

TN45 

 

  

Ptilidium ciliare Ciliated Fringewort on outcrop TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Polytrichum piliferum Bristly Haircap on outcrop TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Hypnum jutlandicum Heath Plait-moss 

 

TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Rhytidiadelphus sqarrosus Springy Turf-moss 

 

TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 
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Polytrichastrum formosum Bank Haircap on banks TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Campylopus introflexus Heath Star-moss 

 

TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

Lichens: 

  

TN45 

 

  

Cladonia spp. 

 

on outcrop TN45 

 

SK512147 18/07/16 

      TN46a Acid grassland on the car park. SK50961459 06/09/16 

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Festuca ovina Sheep's-fescue 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Festuca rubra Red Fescue 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Plantago major Greater Plantain 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Poa humilis Spreading Meadow-
grass 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Scorzoneroides autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Spergularia rubra Sand Spurrey RPR TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Taraxacum officinale agg. Dandelion 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Trifolium repens White Clover 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved 
Speedwell 

 

TN46a 

 

SK50961459 06/09/16 

      TN46c Species-poor acid grassland. SK50901467 06/09/16 

Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw A TN46c 

 

SK50901467 06/09/16 

Juncus squarrosus Heath Rush O TN46c 

 

SK50901467 06/09/16 

Nardus stricta Mat-grass A TN46c 

 

SK50901467 06/09/16 

Bryophytes: 

  

TN46c 

 

  

Hypnum jutlandicum Heath Plait-moss O TN46c   SK50901467 06/09/16 

   TN47a Acid grassland with scattered 
bracken, bramble and some 
single trees. 

SK50811482 06/09/16 

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 
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Carex pilulifera Pill Sedge  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Festuca rubra Red Fescue  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Nardus stricta Mat-grass  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Trees   TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Ilex aquifolium Holly  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Betula pendula Silver Birch  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Bryophytes:   TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Hypnum jutlandicum Heath Plait-moss  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Brachythecium albicans Whitish Feather-moss  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

Campylopus introflexus Heath Star-moss  TN47a  SK50811482 06/09/16 

      TN47b Large rock outcrop.     

Aira praecox Early Hair-grass  TN47b   SK508148 06/09/16 

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass  TN47b   SK508148 06/09/16 

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent  TN47b   SK508148 06/09/16 

Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel  TN47b   SK508148 06/09/16 

Festuca ovina Sheep's-fescue  TN47b   SK508148 06/09/16 

Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage  TN47b   SK508148 06/09/16 

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove  TN47b   SK508148 06/09/16 

Bryophytes:   TN47b    

Polytichum piliferum Bristly Haircap  TN47b   SK508148 06/09/16 

Hypnum cupressiforme s.l. Cypress-leaved Plait-moss TN47b   SK508148 06/09/16 

Ceratodon purpureus Redshank   TN47b   SK508148 06/09/16 

      TN47c Bilberry patch  SK50821494 06/09/16 

Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry    SK50821494 06/09/16 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble       SK50821494 06/09/16 



41 
 

   TN50a Heath-grassland on lower 
eastern slope. 

SK51471462 06/09/2016 

Molinia purpurea Purple Moor-grass  TN50a  SK51471462 06/09/2016 

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent  TN50a  SK51471462 06/09/2016 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush  TN50a  SK51471462 06/09/2016 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken  TN50a  SK51471462 06/09/2016 

Calluna vulgaris Heather F-LA on scraped areas TN50a  SK51471462 06/09/2016 

Bryophytes:       

Polytrichastrum formosum   TN50a  SK51471462 06/09/2016 

Hypnum jutlandicum   TN50a  SK51471462 06/09/2016 

      TN50b Spring and flushed area in wet 
heath. 

SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent 

 

TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Agrostis vinealis Brown Bent 

 

TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Calluna vulgaris Heather 

 

TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Carex binervis Green-ribbed Sedge  TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Carex viridula subsp. 
oedocarpa 

Common Yellow-sedge  TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort RPR TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Juncus bulbosus Bulbous Rush  TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush  TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Juncus effusus Soft-rush  TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-
trefoil 

 

TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Molinia caerulea Purple Moor-grass  TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Nardus stricta Mat-grass  TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Potentilla erecta Tormentil 

 

TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 

 

TN50b  SK51541462 08/09/2016 

Salix repens Creeping Willow 

 

TN50b  SK51561462 08/09/2016 

Scutellaria minor Lesser Skullcap RPR TN50b  SK51561462 08/09/2016 

Ulex europaeus Gorse 

 

TN50b  SK51561462 08/09/2016 

Bryophytes:       

Sphagnum denticulatum Cow-horn Bog-moss   TN50b  SK51561462 08/09/2016 
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Beacon Hill Grassland restoration fields 
        surveyed 21.07.16 and 22.07.16 by Hazel Graves, Claire Install and Sara Botterell 

     Abbreviations: A –  abundant, F – frequent, LF - locally frequent, O – occasional, R – rare 

    

          
 

Field 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 

List F - Mesotrophic grassland                 

Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed R R R R R R/LF R R 

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling 
 

R 
     

R 

Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy R R R R R R R R 

Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil 
   

R R R 
 

R 

Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup O F O O O A O R 

Rhinanthus minor Yellow-rattle F R R R R R F O 

Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel R R R R R R R R 

Schorzoneroides autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit R R O R R R R R 

Trifolium pratense Red Clover R R O R R F R R 

List G - Wet grassland                   

Juncus bufonius Toad Rush R 
 

R R/LF 
  

R   

Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush R R 
     

  

Juncus effusus Soft-rush R 
      

  

Lotus Pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil F             R 

List H - Acid grassland                   

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F O F F R O   R 

meets LWS criteria: primary x x 
 

x 
   

x 

 
secondary 

  
x 

 
x x x 

 Additional species 
         Achillea millefolium Yarrow 

     
R 

  Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent 
  

R 
     Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail 

      
R 

 Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel 
 

R 
   

R/LF 
 

R 

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass F F F F R F O 
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Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass R R R 
 

R 
 

R R 

Bellis perennis Daisy R 
       Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome 

    
R R 

  Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse 
     

R 
  Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear 

 
R R R R R R R 

Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear 
     

R/LF R 
 Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle 

 
R 

 
R 

 
R 

 
R 

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle 
    

R 
  

R 

Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail O R R R O R R R 

Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot R 
 

R 
  

R R R 

Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-orchid R 
       Dactylorhiza sp. Orchid R 
       Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass R 
       Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail R 
       Festuca rubra Red Fescue 

  
R 

 
R 

 
R 

 Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle 
      

R R 

Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed R R R 
  

R/LF R 
 Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed 

 
R 

 
R R 

 
R 

 Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F F F R A F A F 

Hypericum maculatum Imperforate St John's-wort 
    

R 
   Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort 

 
R 

      Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear R R O R R R O R 

Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass R R R R R O R A 

Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed 
     

R/LF R/LF 
 Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed 

    
R R/LF 

  Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not R 
  

R 
    Persicaria lapathifolia Pale Persicaria 

      
R 

 Persicaria maculosa Redshank 
 

R 
 

R 
  

R R 

Phleum pratense Timothy R R O O R R R O 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O F O O F A F F 

Plantago major Greater Plantain 
     

R 
 

R 

Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass R 
    

R R 
 Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass 

      
R/LF R 

Prunella vulgaris Selfheal R R R R R R R R 

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken LF 
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Raphanus raphanistrum Wild Radish 
       

R 

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O O R R 
 

R/LF R R/LF 

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock R R R R R R R O 

Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort R R R R R 
 

R R 

Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle 
     

R 
 

R 

Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort 
 

R 
      Stellaria media Common Chickweed 

      
R R 

Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard 
       

R 

Tanacetum vulgare Tansy 
       

R 

Taraxacum agg. Dandelion R R 
 

R 
 

R R R 

Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley 
 

R 
      Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard 

     
R 

  Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil R R O F O O F R 

Trifolium repens White Clover O O O O O F O R 

Ulex europaeus Gorse R 
       Urtica dioica Common Nettle 

    
R/LF 

   Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell 
   

R 
    Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell 

 
R 

      Vicia cracca Tufted vetch 
 

R 
 

R 
    Vicia sativa Common Vetch 

    
R 

  
R 
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2. Fauna: 

Latin Name English Name Abundance/Notes Target 
Note 

Habitat Grid Reference Date 

Mammals:       

 Rabbit many  mainly on heath and acid grassland SK5114  

 Grey Squirrel 

 

 

 

SK5114  

  Badger sett   TN27 outcrop in woodland SK51781503 05/05/16 

Orthoptera:       

Chorthippus parallelus Meadow Grasshopper  TN47a Acid grassland SK50811482 06/09/16 

Chorthippus brunneus Common Field Grasshopper TN47a Acid grassland SK50811482 06/09/16 

Omocestus viridulus Common Green Grasshopper TN45 heath below summit SK512147 18/07/16 

Metrioptera roeselii Roesel's bush-cricket   TN5 heath restoration area SK514145  06/09/16 

Conocephalus discolor Long-winged Conehead  TN5 heath restoration area SK514145  06/09/16 

Conocephalus discolor Long-winged Conehead  TN50a  heath on lower eastern slope SK514147  06/09/2016 

Tetrix subulata Slender Groundhopper   TN44 dried-out pond SK50861442 06/05/16 

Butterflies       

Lycaena phlaeas Small Copper  TN45 heath below summit SK512147 18/07/2016 and 06/09/2016 

Pararge aegeria Speckled Wood   TN45 heath below summit SK512147 18/07/16 

Hymeoptera       

Vespa crabro Hornet   TN5 heath restoration area SK514145  06/09/16 

Other unidentified invertebrates      

Bees   TN5, TN45 heath on upper slope and heath restoration 
area  

SK5114 18/07/16 

Craneflies     TN45 heath restoration area SK514145  06/09/16 

Reptiles       

Zootoca vivipara Common Lizard 1 TN50a  heath on lower eastern slope SK514147  06/09/2016 

Zootoca vivipara Common Lizard 1 TN37 small outcrop north of summit SK51101494 06/05/16 

Vipera berus 

Adder 

1, possibly female TN40 On Bracken in clear-felled former plantation. SK5073414976 06/05/16 

Amphibians 

 

     

Lissotriton vulgaris Smooth newt  likely TN19 new pond SK51651460 05/05/16 

Rana temporaria Common Frog tadpoles TN42 small pond in field corner  SK50491483 06/05/16 

Birds       

 Buzzard 6 wheeling over   SK5114 06/09/16 
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summit 

 Blackbird  TN26 native tree collection SK51091503 05/05/16 

 Chiffchaff  TN26 native tree collection SK51091503 05/05/16 

 Wood Pigeon  TN26 native tree collection SK51091503 05/05/16 

 Blackcap  TN26 native tree collection SK51091503 05/05/16 

 Buzzard  TN26 native tree collection SK51091503 05/05/16 

 Wren  TN26 native tree collection SK51091503 05/05/16 

 Pheasant  TN26 native tree collection SK51091503 05/05/16 

 Goldcrest  TN26 native tree collection SK51091503 05/05/16 

 
Nuthatch 

1 pair and 1 single 
bird 

 
in woodland and by the upper car park 

    Stock Dove 1 heard TN8 Bracken-Bramble-Oak-woodland SK516144 04/05/16 
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3. Bryophytes 

Beacon Hill, heathland restoration site, TN15 
 

SK522146  
  

Recorders: Uta Hamzaoui, Rachel Carter, Matt Stribley, Geoffrey Hall 
 

22/01/2017 
  

Species comments Determiner 

Archidium alternifolium 
RDB, thought to be extinct in 
Leics Matt Stribley 

Brachythecium albicans 
  Brachythecium rutabulum 
  Calliergonella cuspidata  
  Campylopus introflexus 
  Dicranella heteromalla 
  Didymodon insulanus 

  Hypnum cupressiforme s.l. 
  Hypnum cupressiforme var. 

lacunosum 
  Hypnum jutlandicum 
  Kindbergia praelonga 
  Lophocolea bidentata 
 

 
Oxyrrhynchium hians 

  
Philonotis fontana 

RDB, thought to be extinct in 
Leics  

Pogonatum urnigerum RDB Matt Stribley 

Polytrichastrum formosum 
 

Matt Stribley 

Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus 
 

 
Riccardia chamedryfolia  RDB 

 Weissia controversa var. controversa RDB Matt Stribley 
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Bryophytes, Beacon Hill, Outcrop near summit 

  Date: 05/02/2017 
   Recorder: Uta Hamzaoui 
   SK509149 and SK509148 
   Name Comment Grid Ref Determiner 

Barbilophozia atlantica rare in Leics. Large population on rocks 
below main track and scattered 
elsewhere. 

SK509149 

det. Tim Blackstock 

Brachythecium albicans 
 

SK509149 
 Brachythecium rivulare on flushed  rock SK509148 
 Brachythecium rutabulum 

 
SK509149 

 Campylopus introflexus  SK509148 
 Campylopus pyriformis  SK509148 
 Cephaloziella divaricata 

 
SK509148 det. Tim Blackstock 

Ceratodon purpureus 
 

SK509148 
 Cryphaea heteromalla 

 
SK509149 

 Dicranum scoparium 
 

SK509148 
 Frullania dilatata on oak SK509149 
 Hypnum cupressiforme agg. 

 
SK509149 

 Hypnum jutlandicum 
 

SK509148 
 Hypnum resupinatum 

 
SK509149 

 Kindbergia praelonga 
 

SK509148 
 Lophocolea bidentata 

 
SK509149 

 Lophocolea semiteres on soil amongst rocks, 1st VC record SK50931488 det. Sam Bosanquet 

Metzgeria fruticulosa 
 

SK509149 
 Metzgeria furcata 

 
SK509149 

 Orthotrichum affine 
 

SK509149 
 Orthotrichum diaphanum 

 
SK509149 

 Oxyrrhynchium hians 
 

SK509149 
 Plagiothecium denticulatum 

 
SK509149 

 Pleurozium schreberi 
 

SK509149 
 Polytrichastrum formosum 

 
SK509149 

 Polytrichum piliferum 
 

SK509148 
 Ptilidium ciliare 

 
SK509148 

 Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus 
 

SK509148 
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Appendix 3: Maps 
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