
From:   
Sent: 01 March 2021 15:08 
To: 'clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk' <clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk> 
Subject: Beacon Hill country park - site update 
 

Good afternoon, 
 
It has been far too long since I sent an update to yourselves with regards to 
happening at Beacon Hill.  I know the team and I often talk about writing articles for 
the Roundabout but always seem to run out of time! 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank all the local residents and visitors to the park who have 
been litter picking the village and the park off their own back.  They are doing a great 
service to the local area and community and really help us keep on top of the 
unfortunate increase in litter seen over the current Covid period.  If any residents 
would like any assistance then we can arrange for litter pickers and bags, just have 
them email country parks (countryparks@leics.gov.uk) and refer to Beacon Hill. 
 
Visitors to the park may have also noticed that we have been clearing the lower car 
park area of Rhododendrons.  We have had some concerns raised that this is to 
extend the car park.  I can however confirm that this is not the case, we are clearing 
the Rhododendron as it is an invasive species.  The works will allow a native mix of 
plants and animals to re-take the area. 
 
We have also had comments come through to us about how busy the park has been, 
and the detrimental effect this has had.  Whilst I hope that the damage is short term 
we are taking steps to try and protect parts of the park and “lock in” some of the 
benefits we saw on the park during the initial lockdown last year.  Whilst the park 
was closed last spring we saw an increase in ground nesting birds, lizards and 
adders – nature seemed to reclaim the park back!  In light of the fact that Beacon Hill 
is LCC’s most visited park, it has been very difficult to think of ways of protecting the 
natural landscape. 
            This year, from April, we are going to trail restricting access to part of the 
park during the bird nesting season.  This will involve closing off a small area of the 
park usually accessible and asking people to use diversionary paths instead.  This is 
the area we refer to as “Jewels Hill” and is the section of the park immediately off the 
top car park overlooking Charley road.  The hope is that this will give nature a bit of 
breathing space, allow heather to grow and birds to nest undisturbed.  Our ecology 
team will be monitoring and surveying the area.  Our comms team will also be doing 
a press release for this and we will be erecting signage and maps to explain all this 
to our visitors.   
 
My telephone number is below so please feel free to call or email should you want 
any more information or just a chat. 
 
Many thanks 
             

 
 
 


