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Carla Gatell Ruiz
Head of Aerodrome Emergency and Wildlife Control Department / AESA

París-Orly, November 22, 2024
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The National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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The beginningsWildlife forum
- Until 2014, the issue of wildlife and aviation was mainly dealt through

oversight inspection (wildlife control procedures - Airport Manual)

- In 2014 AESA started to recruit biologists → there was an increase in the
number and scope of inspections related to wildlife hazard
management

- A search for information on other wildlife committees held in other
countries was initiated
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National Aviation and Wildlife ForumWildlife forum

KNOWLEDGE

AWARENESS

COOPERATION

QUALITY AND EFECTIVENESS OF PROCESSES
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Wildlife forum
- The call for action from the aeronautical sector and the fatal accidents due to

vulture strikes led to the creation of the first wildlife committee/forum in Spain.

- The first National Aviation and Wildlife Forum was held at the Ministry of
Transports on 8th June 2017

1st National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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Wildlife forum
- The call for action from the aeronautical sector and the fatal accidents due to

vulture strikes led to the creation of the first wildlife committee/forum in Spain.

- The first National Aviation and Wildlife Forum was held at the Ministry of
Transports on 8th June 2017

Participation:
• Ministry of Environment
• Ministry of transport
• Local and regional administrations
• Spanish Air Force
• Aerodrome Operators
• Air Navigation Service Providers
• Airlines 
• Pilot Associations
• General Aviation Associations
• Aviation Industry
• Academic Experts

1st National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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Wildlife forum 1st National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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Wildlife forum
- Promote liaison, awareness and coordination with stakeholders involved and

interested in aviation and wildlife risk, and serve as an expert body.

1st National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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Wildlife forum
- As a result of the 1st edition of the National Aviation and 

Wildlife Forum  a GENERAL PLAN FOR AVIATION AND 
WILDLIFE was published.

- Strategic guidelines for wildlife hazard management

- Possible actions to be taken  working groups

- Map of Wildlife of Interest for Aviation

1st National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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Wildlife forum
- The 2nd National Aviation and Wildlife Forum was held at the Ministry 

of Transports on 29th January 2020

2nd National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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Wildlife forum 2nd National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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Wildlife forum
- The pattern followed in the committees is:

- 1st: Authorities' presentations
- 2nd: Technical issues presentations

2nd National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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- The III National Forum on Aviation and Wildlife was held over 2 days: 
March 22 and 23, 2023

Wildlife forum 3rd National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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- For the first time the forum was held with the option to attend remotely.

- First National Aviation and Wildlife Forum held in new AESA headquarters

- We try to have international representation and international presentations

Wildlife forum 3rd National Aviation and Wildlife Forum
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- The forum is intended to be informative and awareness-raising 

- For executive actions  multidisciplinary working groups

Wildlife forum Specific working Groups

Standardization of Wildlife Events working group
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Pigeons: Pigeon Racing working group (June, 6th 2019)

Wildlife forum Specific working Groups

- There was concern in the aviation sector

- Not accidents, but multiple incidents 
there was a need to take action 
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Pigeons: Pigeon Racing working group (June, 6th 2019)

Actions (measures):
• Relocation of dovecotes and pigeon releasing points
• Coordination between pigeon racing clubs and federations with 

airport operators
• Releases calendar

Wildlife forum Specific working Groups
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Vultures: Large soaring birds working group
Wildlife forum Specific working Groups

- AESA-Aena-Ministry of Environment coordination to know the behavior and
movements of vultures using GPS transmitters take mitigation measures

- Proyect conducted by Aena
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Vultures: Large soaring birds working group
Wildlife forum Specific working Groups

- Analysis for location of new feeding areas

- Monitoring of the results obtained and analysis of the effectiveness of measures
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Map of Wildlife of Interest for Aviation
Wildlife forum Map of  wildlife of interest for aviation

https://www.seguridadaerea.gob.es/sites/aesa_web/themes/aesa/AesaFauna/index.html

1st phase of the map already published (2017) 

Based on Airport Wildlife and Habitat Studies
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Map of Wildlife of Interest for Aviation
Wildlife forum Map of  wildlife of interest for aviation

2nd phase will be released soon.
GIS technology. 

Based on Airport Wildlife and Habitat Studies and environmental 
information from Regional Governments
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Map of Wildlife of Interest for Aviation
Wildlife forum Map of  wildlife of interest for aviation

- Layers with relevant information related to wildlife (feeding stations,
Wetlands, Protected Natural Areas, Bird Concentration Areas, etc.)
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Map of Wildlife of Interest for Aviation
Wildlife forum Map of  wildlife of interest for aviation

Feeding stationsLandfills
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Map of Wildlife of Interest for Aviation
Wildlife forum Map of  wildlife of interest for aviation

- Flight Path Creation Tool
(when crossing areas with relevant wildlife, it provides a list of what the
pilot may encounter on that route).
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Map of Wildlife of Interest for Aviation
Wildlife forum Map of  wildlife of interest for aviation

- Flight Path Creation Tool
(different options to plan your own route)
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