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VATICAN ARCHIVES Q "THE REAL STORY" (comparison)
Identifier: 01VATICAN4258
Origin: Embassy Vatican
Created: 2001-08-13 11:46:00
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL
Tags: PREL PHUM KNAR PHUM KNAR VT

This cable was redacted by Wikileaks. [Show redacted version] [Show unredacted

Redacted: version]

This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full

the original cable is not avail able.

=== Original (unredacted) version ===
CONFI DENT 1 AL SECTION 01 OF 02 VATI CAN 004258

SI PDI S
DEPT. FOR EUR/VE ( MENNUTI), EUR/ CHI
FROM EMBASSY VATI CAN MESSAGE NO. 134/01

E. O 12958: DECL: 08/10/06
TAGS: PREL, PHUM KNAR, PHUM KNAR, VT.PREL, VT.
SUBJECT: VATI CAN ARCHI VES Q "THE REAL STORY"

CONFI DENTI AL

PAGE 02 VATI CA 04258 01 OF 02 131205Z
REF: STATE 137397

CLASSI FI ED BY A/ DCM GEORGE FROW CK, REASON E. O 12958 (B, D).

1. (O A/ DCM AND PQOLI TI CAL ASSI STANT MET WTH JESUI T

FATHER PETER GUWPEL AUGUST 10 AT HIS OFFICES IN THE JESU T
CURI A TO DI SCUSS THE TECHNI CAL | SSUES | NVOLVED | N OPENI NG
THE VATI CAN ARCHI VES. (NOTE: TH S WAS A PREVI OUSLY ARRANGED
MEETI NG, |.E. BEFORE WE RECElI VED REFTEL. WE NEVERTHELESS
DELI VERED SUBSTANTI ALLY THE SAME SET OF PO NTS, FOCUSI NG ON
THE USG S | NTEREST I N PROMOTI NG A PCsI Tl VE, PRODUCTI VE

DI ALOGUE, AND QUI CKLY, AS THE HOLOCAUST GENERATION IS

PASSI NG.  END NOTE. ) GUWPEL | MVEDI ATELY ADVI SED THAT THE

| SSUE OF ACCESS TO THE VATI CAN ARCHI VES RELATED TO THE WORLD
WAR I ERA WAS SI MPLY AN | NTERNAL MATTER OF PROCEDURE AND
NOT A POLI TI CAL ONE. ALTHOUGH LATER HE ADM TTED THAT I T HAD
BEEN TURNED | NTO A POLI TI CAL | SSUE THROUGH A DI STORTI ON OF
FACTS RELATED TO THE WORKI NGS OF A JEW SH- VATI CAN COWM SSI ON
STUDYI NG PIUS XI'l'S ROLE DURI NG THE SECOND WORLD WAR

GUWPEL PROFFERED COPI ES OF HI S STATEMENT, WRI TTEN W TH
AUTHCRI ZATI ON FROM THE HI GHEST LEVELS W THI N THE VATI CAN

HI ERARCHY, COUNTERI NG "FALSE" ASSERTI ONS BY UNNAMED MEMBERS
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text of

=== Wikileaks (redacted) version ===
CONFI DENT 1 AL SECTION 01 OF 02 VATI CAN 004258

SI PDI S
DEPT. FOR EUR/VE ( MENNUTI), EUR/ CHI
FROM EMBASSY VATI CAN MESSAGE NO. 134/01

EO 12958 DECL: 08/10/06

TAGS PREL, PHUM KNAR, PHUM KNAR, VT.PREL, VT.

SUBJECT: VATI CAN ARCHI VES Q “THE REAL STORY”

CONFI DENTI AL

PAGE 02 VATI CA 04258 01 OF 02 131205Z REF: STATE 137397

CLASSI FI ED BY A/ DCM GEORGE FROW CK, REASON E. O 12958 (B, D).

1. (© A/ DCM AND PQOLI TI CAL ASSI STANT MET W TH JESUI T FATHER PETER GUMPEL AUGUST 10
AT H'S OFFICES IN THE JESU T CURI A TO DI SCUSS THE TECHNI CAL | SSUES | NVOLVED I N
OPENI NG THE VATI CAN ARCHI VES. (NOTE: THI S WAS A PREVI QUSLY ARRANGED MEETING |.E.
BEFORE WE RECEI VED REFTEL. WE NEVERTHELESS DELI VERED SUBSTANTI ALLY THE SAME SET OF
PO NTS, FOCUSI NG ON THE USG'S | NTEREST | N PROMOTI NG A PCSI TI VE, PRODUCTI VE DI ALOGUE,
AND QUI CKLY, AS THE HOLOCAUST GENERATI ON | S PASSI NG. END NOTE.) GUWPEL | MVEDI ATELY
ADVI SED THAT THE | SSUE OF ACCESS TO THE VATI CAN ARCHI VES RELATED TO THE WORLD WAR | |
ERA WAS SI MPLY AN | NTERNAL MATTER OF PROCEDURE AND NOT A PCLI TI CAL ONE.
XXXXXXXXXXXX HE ASSURED US THAT HE WAS A JUDGE FOR MATERI AL USED I N THE PROCESS TO
DECLARE PIUS X1 A SAINT AND NOT THE PROMOTER CF THE CAUSE FOR SAI NTHOOD.

THE “TECHNI CAL” PROCESS CONFI DENTI AL
PAGE 03 VATI CA 04258 01 OF 02 131205z

2. (O WHEN PRESSED, GUWPEL, W TH SCHOLARLY PRECI SI ON, EXPLAI NED THE TECHNI CAL
PROCEDURES FOR ACCESS TO THE VATI CAN ARCHI VES. THE MOST RECENT MATERI AL RELEASED FOR
SCHOLARLY SCRUTI NY GOES BACK FI VE PONTI FI CATES. MATERI AL RELATED TO THE REI GN OF
BENEDI CT XV (1914-1922) HAS BEEN CLASSI FI ED AND CATALOGUED AND | S AVAI LABLE TO
RESEARCHERS. CLASSI FI CATI ON AND CATALOGUI NG OF DOCUMENTS RELATI NG TO THE PONTI FI CATE
OF PIUS XI (1922-1939) WLL BE COWPLETED I N 2009 AT THE LATEST. GUWPEL SAI D HE HOPES
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OF THE COW SSI ON, AS WELL AS A STATEMENT PREPARED BY

CARDI NAL W LLI AM KEELER OF BALTI MORE, THE U.S. BI SHOPS
DELEGATE FOR CATHOLI C-JEW SH AFFAI RS, WHO DI D NAME NAMES.
HE ASSURED US THAT HE WAS A JUDGE FOR MATERI AL USED IN THE
PROCESS TO DECLARE PIUS XI'I A SAINT AND NOT THE PROMOTER OF
THE CAUSE FOR SAI NTHOOD.

THE " TECHNI CAL" PROCESS
CONFI DENTI AL
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2. (O WHEN PRESSED, GUWPEL, W TH SCHOLARLY PRECI SI ON,
EXPLAI NED THE TECHNI CAL PROCEDURES FOR ACCESS TO THE VATI CAN
ARCHI VES. THE MOST RECENT MATERI AL RELEASED FOR SCHOLARLY
SCRUTI NY GOES BACK FI VE PONTI FI CATES. NMATERI AL RELATED TO
THE REI GN OF BENEDI CT XV (1914-1922) HAS BEEN CLASSI FI ED AND
CATALOGUED AND | S AVAI LABLE TO RESEARCHERS. CLASSI FI CATI ON
AND CATALOGUI NG OF DOCUMENTS RELATI NG TO THE PONTI FI CATE OF
PIUS XI (1922-1939) WLL BE COVPLETED I N 2009 AT THE LATEST.
GUWPEL SAI D HE HOPES FOR AN EARLI ER COVPLETI ON DATE. ( NOTE.
THE PIUS XI DOCUMENTS W LL CONTAIN MATERI AL RELATED TO PI US
X'l WHEN, AS CARDI NAL EUGENI O PACELLI, HE WAS PIUS X 'S
SECRETARY OF STATE Q PM EQUI VALENT - FROM 1930 UNTIL 1939.

SI PDI S
END NOTE). WORK TO CLASSI FY AND CATALOGUE MATERI AL RELATED
TO POPE PIUS XI'I (1939-1958) WOULD NORMALLY COMVENCE I N
2009. GUWPEL PO NTED QUT THAT FOUR JESUI TS HAD BEEN G VEN
ACCESS TO THE LI TERALLY M LLI ONS OF DOCUMENTS AND HAD SPENT
17 YEARS (1964-1981) SORTING OUT ALL/ALL THE DI PLOVATI C
MATERI AL RELATING TO PIUS XI'I'S ACTIVITY DURI NG THE SECOND
WORLD WAR. THESE WERE THE PAPERS PUBLI SHED | N THE 12 VOLUMES
TO HAVE BEEN REVI EMED BY THE COW SSION.  (COMMVENT: IT IS
POST' S UNDERSTANDI NG THAT | T CURRENTLY IS LOGQ STI CALLY
| MPCSSI BLE TO OPEN UP THE VATI CAN ARCHI VES RELATED TO PI US
XI1'"S ACTIVITIES DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR, GUWVPEL SAID I T
CONSI STS OF SEVERAL HUNDRED BOXES ( THROUGH WHI CH THE JESUI TS
VEENT PAPER- BY- PAPER EXTRACTI NG ALL DI PLOVATI C DOCUMENTS FOR
REVIEW AND M LLIONS OF SHEETS OF PAPER.  MANY OF THESE ARE
PASTORAL DOCUMENTS (LETTERS TO PRI ESTS, ETC) THAT HAVE
NOTHI NG TO DO W TH THE HOLOCAUST, BUT WH CH COULD PROVE
EMBARRASSI NG TO LI VING PEOPLE. | T TOOK FOUR HI GHLY

CONFI DENTI AL
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MOTI VATED, | NTELLI GENT, MULTI LI NGQUAL JESUI TS 17 YEARS TO
SORT THROUGH AND PUBLI SH THE MATERI AL. END COMVENT.) THE
VATI CAN | NSI STS THE OTHER DOCUVMENTS W LL BE OPEN TO SCRUTI NY
ONCE THEY HAVE BEEN CLASSI FI ED AND CATALOGUED AND NOT
BEFORE. TWO ARCHI VI STS STAFF THE VATI CAN ARCHI VE. GUMPEL
ADM TTED THAT THI S WAS | NADEQUATE AND THAT HE HAS REQUESTED
AN | NCREASE | N PERSONNEL PRECI SELY TO SPEED US THE PROCESS.
GUWPEL | NFORMED US THAT THI S ARCHI VAL PROCEDURE HAD BEEN
CLEARLY EXPLAI NED TO THE SCHOLARS ON THE COWM SSI ON OVER THE
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FOR AN EARLI ER COVPLETI ON DATE. (NOTE. THE PIUS XI DOCUMENTS W LL CONTAI N MATERI AL
RELATED TO PIUS XI'1 WHEN, AS CARDI NAL EUGENI O PACELLI, HE WAS PIUS Xl 'S SECRETARY OF
STATE Q PM EQUI VALENT - FROM 1930 UNTIL 1939.

SIPDI'S END NOTE). WORK TO CLASSI FY AND CATALOGUE MATERI AL RELATED TO POPE Pl US XI |
(1939-1958) WOULD NORMALLY COMMVENCE I N 2009. GUWPEL PO NTED OUT THAT FOUR JESU TS
HAD BEEN G VEN ACCESS TO THE LI TERALLY M LLI ONS OF DOCUMENTS AND HAD SPENT 17 YEARS
(1964-1981) SORTING QUT ALL/ALL THE DI PLOVATI C MATERI AL RELATING TO PIUS XI'I 'S

ACTI VITY DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR. THESE WERE THE PAPERS PUBLI SHED IN THE 12
VOLUMES TO HAVE BEEN REVI EMED BY THE COVWM SSION. (COMMENT: | T IS POST’S

UNDERSTANDI NG THAT | T CURRENTLY | S LOG STI CALLY | MPCSSI BLE TO OPEN UP THE VATI CAN
ARCHI VES RELATED TO PIUS X1 S ACTI VI TI ES DURI NG THE SECOND WORLD WAR. GUMPEL SAI D

I T CONSI STS OF SEVERAL HUNDRED BOXES ( THROUGH WHI CH THE JESUI TS WENT PAPER- BY- PAPER
EXTRACTI NG ALL DI PLOVATI C DOCUMENTS FOR REVI EW AND M LLI ONS OF SHEETS OF PAPER.
MANY OF THESE ARE PASTORAL DOCUMENTS (LETTERS TO PRI ESTS, ETC) THAT HAVE NOTHI NG TO
DO W TH THE HOLOCAUST, BUT WH CH COULD PROVE EMBARRASSI NG TO LI VING PECPLE. I T TOOK
FOUR HI GHLY CONFI DENTI AL

PAGE 04 VATI CA 04258 01 OF 02 131205Z MOTI VATED, | NTELLI GENT, MJLTI LI NGUAL JESU TS
17 YEARS TO SORT THROUGH AND PUBLI SH THE MATERI AL. END COMMENT.) THE VATI CAN | NSI STS
THE OTHER DOCUMENTS W LL BE OPEN TO SCRUTI NY ONCE THEY HAVE BEEN CLASSI FI ED AND
CATALOGUED AND NOT BEFORE. TWO ARCHI VI STS STAFF THE VATI CAN ARCHI VE. GUWPEL ADM TTED
THAT THI S WAS | NADEQUATE AND THAT HE HAS REQUESTED AN | NCREASE | N PERSONNEL

PRECI SELY TO SPEED US THE PROCESS. GUWPEL | NFORMED US THAT THI S ARCHI VAL PROCEDURE
HAD BEEN CLEARLY EXPLAI NED TO THE SCHOLARS ON THE COWM SSI ON OVER THE COURSE OF NMANY
CONVERSATI ONS.

3. (©) GUWPEL RECOUNTED AN CCTOBER 2000 MEETI NG HE HAD BEEN ASKED TO ATTEND W TH
MEMBERS OF THE JEW SH- VATI CAN COWM SSI ON STUDYI NG PIUS XI'I S ROLE I N THE SECOND
WORLD WAR. THE MEETI NG WAS TAPE- RECORDED W TH THE CONSENT OF ALL THOSE PRESENT.
XXXXXXXXXXXX NONE OF THE COWM SSI ON MEMBERS HAD READ ALL THE PUBLI SHED DOCUMENTS,
AND MOST WERE NOT ABLE TO READ THE DOCUMENTS IN THE ORI G NAL | TALI AN AND HAD TO RELY
ON TRANSLATED SUMVARI ES. GUMPEL NOTED THAT FROM A SCHOLARLY PERSPECTI VE, THI S

SI TUATI ON WAS “LESS THAN | DEAL. 7 THE COWM SSI ON'S REPORT, WH CH CONSI STED OF 46
COWPLEX QUESTI ONS, GUWPEL HAD PREPARED TO ANSWER. HE WORKED

CONFI DENTI AL
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CONFI DENTI AL

CONFI DENTI AL PTQD646

PAGE 01 VATI CA 04258 02 OF 02 131206Z ACTI ON EUR- 00

I NFO LOG- 00 NP-00 AMAD-00 ACQ 00 Cl AE-00 DCDE-00 DS-00 VG 00 TEDE-00 INR-00 10600
VCE- 00 NSAE-00 SNIS-00 NI SC-00 DSCC-00 LBA-00 PRM 01 DRL-02 SAS-00 /003W
------------------ 115973 1312137 /38 R 131146Z AUG 01 FM AMEMBASSY VATI CAN TO
SECSTATE WASHDC 0000 | NFO EURCPEAN PCLI TI CAL COLLECTI VE

CONFI DENTI AL SECTION 02 OF 02 VATI CAN 004258

SI PDI S

DEPT. FOR EUR/VEE ( MENNUTI), EUR/ CHI

FROM EMBASSY VATI CAN MESSAGE NO. 134/01

E. O 12958: DECL: 08/10/06 TAGS: PREL, PHUM KNAR, VT. SUBJECT: VATI CAN ARCHI VES Q
“THE REAL STORY”

UP A SERI ES OF HI STORI CAL DOSSI ERS, | NCLUDI NG PRI MARY DOCUMENTS.  XXXXXXXXXXXX THOSE
SAME VATI CAN OFFI CI ALS, HE SAI D, EXPRESSED APPRECI ATI ON FOR FR. GUWPEL’S ACUTE
KNOW.EDGE OF THE SI TUATI ON AND HI S SCI ENTI FI C PROFESSI ONALI SM GUMPEL MADE | T CLEAR
TO A/ DCM THAT EVEN POPE JOHN PAUL |1 IS AWARE OF THE SI TUATI ON.

I AM A GERVAN, NOT A NAZI|
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COURSE OF MANY CONVERSATI ONS.

3. (O GUWPEL RECOUNTED AN OCTOBER 2000 MEETI NG HE HAD
BEEN ASKED TO ATTEND W TH MEMBERS OF THE JEW SH- VATI CAN
COW SSI ON STUDYI NG PIUS XI'I'S ROLE I N THE SECOND WORLD WAR.
THE MEETI NG WAS TAPE- RECORDED W TH THE CONSENT OF ALL THOSE
PRESENT. GUWPEL ASSERTED TO US THAT MEMBERS CF THE

COW SSI ON HAD BEEN WORKI NG | N AN UNSCHOLARLY WAY AND THAT
THEI R METHODOLOGY HAD BEEN FLAVED. NONE OF THE COWM SSI ON
MEMBERS HAD READ ALL THE PUBLI SHED DOCUMENTS, AND MOST VERE
NOT ABLE TO READ THE DOCUMENTS IN THE ORI G NAL | TALI AN AND
HAD TO RELY ON TRANSLATED SUMVARI ES. GUMPEL NOTED THAT FROM
A SCHOLARLY PERSPECTI VE, THI'S SI TUATI ON WAS "LESS THAN

I DEAL." THE COWM SSION' S REPORT, WHI CH CONSI STED OF 46
COWPLEX QUESTI ONS, GUMPEL HAD PREPARED TO ANSWER. HE WORKED

CONFI DENTI AL
PAGE 05 VATI CA 04258 01 OF 02 1312057
CONFI DENTI AL
CONFI DENTI AL PTQ0646

PAGE 01 VATI CA 04258 02 OF 02 131206Z
ACTI ON EUR- 00

INFO LGG 00 NP- 00 AMAD- 00 ACQ 00 Cl AE-00 DODE-00 DS-00
VC- 00 TEDE-00 I NR-00 I G-00 VCE- 00 NSAE-00 SNI S-
00
NI SC-00 DSCC-00 LBA-00 PRM 01 DRL- 02 SAS-
00 / 003W
—————————————————— 115973 1312137 /38
R 131146Z AUG 01
FM AMEMBASSY VATI CAN
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0000
I NFO EUROPEAN POLI TI CAL COLLECTI VE

CONFI DENT I AL SECTION 02 OF 02 VATI CAN 004258
SI PDI S

DEPT. FOR EUR/VEE ( MENNUTI), EUR/ CHI

FROM EMBASSY VATI CAN MESSAGE NO. 134/01

E. O 12958: DECL: 08/10/06
TAGS: PREL, PHUM KNAR, VT.
SUBJECT: VATI CAN ARCHI VES Q "THE REAL STORY"

UP A SERI ES OF HI STORI CAL DOSSI ERS, | NCLUDI NG PRI MARY

http://cables.mrkva.eu/cable.php?id=1872&show=compare (3 of 5) [20/10/2011 16:45:31]

4. (O XXXXXXXXXX GUMPEL ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT REFERENCES | N THE MEDI A AND
I'N OTHER COWENTS TO HIM AS THE “GERVAN JESUI T. ” GUVMPEL TOLD A/ DCM THAT H' S FAM LY
HAD BEEN VI CTI M5 OF NAZ| PERSECUTI ON AND SEVERAL HAD BEEN KI LLED BY THE NAZI S. HE

HI MBELF HAD TO FLEE NAZI GERMANY AS A REFUGEE, FIRST TO FRANCE AND THEN LATER TO
HOLLAND. HE RECALLED THAT AT ONE PO NT A REPCRTER HAD PLANNED TO PRI NT AN ASSERTI ON
THAT GUMPEL WAS A NAZI HI MBELF -- SOVETHI NG GUVPEL SAID WAS LI BELQUS, AND WHI CH HE
WAS MORE THAN W LLI NG TO GO TO COURT TO FI GHT.

5. (C GUWPEL SAID HE WAS NOT SURPRI SED WHEN THE JEW SH VATI CAN COW SSI ON DECI DED
TO SUSPEND | TS WORK.  XOXOOKKXXXXXX HE CLOSED BY SAYI NG THAT THE VATI CAN WANTS TO LET
PASS A PERI OD OF TI ME BEFORE REOPENI NG THI S DI SCUSSI ON. HE SAI D THAT THE VATI CAN AND
HE HI MBELF WERE MORE THAN W LLI NG TO DI SCUSS ANY ANOVALI ES OR QUESTI ONS RELATI NG TO
THE 12- VOLUME HI STORY ALREADY PUBLI SHED. THEY JUST DI DN'T THI NK THAT THE JUST-

DI SBANDED COWM SSI ON CONSI STED OF THE RI GHT M X OF PEOPLE TO BE ABLE TO DO SO
MERANTE

CONFI DENTI AL

PAGE 04 VATI CA 04258 02 OF 02 131206Z

CONFI DENTI AL

>

2001VATI CA04258 - O assification: CONFlI DENTI AL
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DOCUMENTS. YET HE SAI D HE WAS SUSPI CI QUS THAT THE COWM SSI ON
CONFI DENTI AL

PAGE 02 VATI CA 04258 02 OF 02 131206Z

HAD NO | NTENT TO THOROUGHLY EXPLORE THE QUESTI ONS SI NCE THEY
ONLY ALLOCATED THREE HOURS TO THEI R ENCOUNTER.  MOREOVER,
AFTER REVI EW NG DOSSI ERS ON ONLY 12 QUESTI ONS, SOVE OF THE
COW SSI ON MEMBERS LAUNCHED | NTO POLEM CAL ATTACKS ON THE
HOLY SEE FOR | TS ALLEGED LACK OF COOPERATI ON. SOME

COW SSI ON MEMBERS LATER MADE PUBLI C STATEMENTS ABOUT A LACK
OF SUCH ON HI S PART. GUMPEL LAMENTED THE AGGRESSI VE PGCSI Tl ON
TAKEN TOMRDS H M PERSONALLY BY SOVE MEMBERS OF THE

COW SSI ON AND THE LACK OF PERSONAL AND ACADEM C COHESI ON | N
THE GROUP OF HI STORIANS AS A WHOLE. HE HAS DEPCSI TED THE
TAPES OF THE MEETI NG W TH THE VATI CAN. H GH LEVEL VATI CAN
OFFI CI ALS HAVE LI STENED TO THE RECORDI NGS AND EXPRESSED
REGRET AT THE UNSCHOLARLY METHODOLOGY OF SOME OF THE JEW SH
MEMBERS. THOSE SAME VATI CAN OFFI CI ALS, HE SAI D, EXPRESSED
APPRECI ATI ON FOR FR. GUWPEL' S ACUTE KNOW.EDGE OF THE

SI TUATI ON AND HI S SCI ENTI FI C PROFESSI ONALI SM GUVMPEL MADE

I T CLEAR TO A/ DCM THAT EVEN POPE JOHN PAUL 11 IS AWARE OF
THE SI TUATI ON.

4. (O GUWPEL WAS PERSONALLY PAI NED BY SOVE OF THE AD
HOM NUM COMMENTARY DI RECTED AT HI M BY JEW SH MEMBERS COF THE
COW SSI ON AND OTHER JEW SH ORGANI ZATI ONS. HE STRESSED TO
A/ DCM THAT HE HAS REFRAI NED FROM CHARACTERI ZI NG THE WORK OF
CERTAIN COW SSI ON MEMBERS "UNTIL NOW AS A PROFESSI ONAL
COURTESY AND QUT OF RESPECT. HOWEVER, HE WARNED THAT I F
ATTACKS AND FALSEHOODS CONTI NUED, HE WOULD RELEASE THE TAPES
OF THE MEETI NGS. (NOTE: GUWPEL | NSI NUATED THAT THE RELEASE
CONFI DENTI AL

PAGE 03 VATI CA 04258 02 OF 02 131206Z

TO THE TAPES WOULD PROVE TO BE EMBARRASSI NG FOR SOVE OF THE
COW SSI ON MEMBERS, DEMONSTRATI NG THAT THE COWM SSI ON | TSELF
WAS "IN CRI SI'S'" BECAUSE OF CERTAI N MEMBERS' UNPROFESSI ONAL
BEHAVI OR. END NOTE). GUMPEL ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT
REFERENCES I N THE MEDI A AND | N OTHER COMMVENTS TO HI M AS THE
"GERMAN JESUIT. " GUWEL TOLD A/ DCM THAT HI'S FAM LY HAD
BEEN VI CTI M5 OF NAZI PERSECUTI ON AND SEVERAL HAD BEEN KI LLED
BY THE NAZIS. HE H MSELF HAD TO FLEE NAZI GERMANY AS A
REFUGEE, FI RST TO FRANCE AND THEN LATER TO HOLLAND. HE
RECALLED THAT AT ONE PO NT A REPORTER HAD PLANNED TO PRI NT
AN ASSERTI ON THAT GUWMPEL WAS A NAZI HI MSELF -- SOVETH NG
GUWPEL SAI D WAS LI BELQUS, AND WHI CH HE WAS MORE THAN W LLI NG
TO GO TO COURT TO FI GHT.

5. (O GUWPEL SAID HE WAS NOT SURPRI SED WHEN THE JEW SH-
VATI CAN COWM SSI ON DECI DED TO SUSPEND | TS WORK. HE CLAI MED
THAT SOME OF | TS MEMBERS HAD AGENDAS THAT WENT BEYOND THE
SCOPE OF THE COWM SSI ON' S MANDATE ( TO STUDY THE TWELVE
VOLUMES) . OBJECTI ONS ABQUT A LACK OF ACCESS TO THE VATI CAN
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ARCHI VES OR ABQUT THE VATI CAN HAVI NG SOVETHI NG TO HI DE ARE,
IN GUWPEL'S OPI NI ON, A SMOKE SCREEN FOR POLI TI CAL AGENDAS
WH CH HAVE LI TTLE TO DO W TH THE SERI OUS HI STORI CAL STUDY
THAT IS H' S LIFE. HE CLOSED BY SAYI NG THAT THE VATI CAN
WANTS TO LET PASS A PERI OD OF TI ME BEFORE REOPENI NG THI S
DI SCUSSI ON.  HE SAI D THAT THE VATI CAN AND HE HI MSELF WERE
MORE THAN W LLI NG TO DI SCUSS ANY ANOVALI ES OR QUESTI ONS
RELATI NG TO THE 12- VOLUVE HI STORY ALREADY PUBLI SHED. THEY
JUST DIDN' T THI NK THAT THE JUST- DI SBANDED COWM SSI ON

CONSI STED OF THE RIGHT M X OF PECPLE TO BE ABLE TO DO SO
MERANTE

CONFI DENTI AL
PAGE 04 VATI CA 04258 02 OF 02 131206Z

CONFI DENTI AL

2001VATI CA04258 - C assification: CONFI DENTI AL
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