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Introduction

If the one Holy Catholic Apostolic Church, as She Herself claims, has the fullness of the Faith that Christ Jesus handed on to His apostles, then it stands reasonable that a major component of that Faith is its Marian aspect in all its beauty and depth.  Quite often in church history when the Church has been beset by a heresy – particularly a Marian or Christological heresy – it has defended its teaching by an outpouring of devotion to Christ Jesus and His Mother.  Here, I am particularly referring to the time periods after the Councils of Constantinople, Ephesus and Trent.  Additionally, after the Vatican I Council and the Plenary Episcopal Council of Baltimore in the United States of America there was an outpouring of Christocentric Marian devotion – parochial and sometimes public.  


Oddly, such was sadly not the general case after the close of the Vatican II Council in 1965. The era that followed this council, as Josef Cardinal Ratzinger once said, and from my own personal experience, was a theologically dark decade without Mary; Ratzinger made some observations on the then-status quo of The Church and the then-declining cult of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which to some were very shocking, but I which deem to be very acute, keen and precisely accurate.  The following quote from Cardinal Ratzinger, in an interview by Vittorio Messori entitled The Ratzinger Report, succinctly points out this factor: although, as reflected in my personal research for this paper, such was not the case on the part of the post-Vatican II pontiffs – and based upon my personal experiences and many of those of my same generation fellow Catholics – this post conciliar era was for the most part one without Mary.  For ease of reading the following passages, have emboldened their most salient points – points which I very much believe are luminary in showing the Blessed Virgin Mary’s role, model and influence in Church Renewal and the New Evangelization.
From The Ratzinger Report:
 


"By inserting the mystery of Mary into the mystery of the Church," he says, "Vatican II made an important decision which should have given a new impetus to theological research. Instead, in the early post-conciliar period, there has been a sudden decline in this respect—almost a collapse, even though there are now signs of a new vitality."
Six Reasons For Not Forgetting Mary
1. "When one recognizes the place assigned to Mary by dogma and tradition, one is solidly rooted in authentic Christology. (According to Vatican II: 'Devoutly meditating on her and contemplating her in the light of the Word made man, the Church reverently penetrates more deeply into the great mystery of the Incarnation and becomes more and more like her spouse,' Lumen Gentium, no. 65). It is, moreover in direct service to faith in Christ—not, therefore, primarily out of devotion to the Mother—that the Church has proclaimed her Marian dogmas: first that of her perpetual virginity and divine motherhood and then, after a long period of maturation and reflection, those of her Immaculate Conception and bodily Assumption into heavenly glory. These dogmas protect the original faith in Christ as true God and true man: two natures in a single Person. They also secure the indispensable eschatological tension by pointing to Mary's Assumption as the immortal destiny that awaits us all. And they also protect the faith—threatened today—in God the Creator, who (and this, among other things, is the meaning of the truth of the perpetual virginity of Mary, more than ever not understood today) can freely intervene also in matter. Finally, Mary, as the Council recalls: 'having entered deeply into the history of salvation, ... in a way unites in her person and reechoes the most important mysteries of the Faith'" (Lumen Gentium, no. 65)   
2. "The Mariology of the Church comprises the right relationship, the necessary integration between Scripture and tradition. The four Marian dogmas have their clear foundation in sacred Scripture. But it is there like a seed that grows and bears fruit in the life of tradition just as it finds expression in the liturgy, in the perception of the believing people and in the reflection of theology guided by the Magisterium."
3. "In her very person as a Jewish girl become the mother of the Messiah, Mary binds together, in a living and indissoluble way, the old and the new People of God, Israel and Christianity, synagogue and church. She is, as it were, the connecting link without which the Faith (as is happening today) runs the risk of losing its balance by either forsaking the New Testament for the Old or dispensing with the Old. In her, instead, we can live the unity of sacred Scripture in its entirety."

4. "The correct Marian devotion guarantees to faith the coexistence of indispensable 'reason' with the equally indispensable 'reasons of the heart,' as Pascal would say. For the Church, man is neither mere reason nor mere feeling, he is the unity of these two dimensions. The head must reflect with lucidity, but the heart must be able to feel warmth: devotion to Mary (which 'avoids every false exaggeration on the one hand, and excessive narrow-mindedness in the contemplation of the surpassing dignity of the Mother of God on the other,' as the Council urges) thus assures the faith its full human dimension."

5. "To use the very formulations of Vatican II, Mary is 'figure,' 'image' and 'model' of the Church. Beholding her the Church is shielded against the aforementioned masculinized model that views her as an instrument for a program of social-political action. In Mary, as figure and archetype, the Church again finds her own visage as Mother and cannot degenerate into the complexity of a party, an organization or a pressure group in the service of human interests, even the noblest. If Mary no longer finds a place in many theologies and ecclesiologies, the reason is obvious: they have reduced faith to an abstraction. And an abstraction does not need a Mother."

6. "With her destiny, which is at one and the same time that of Virgin and of Mother, Mary continues to project a light upon that which the Creator intended for women in every age, ours included, or, better said, perhaps precisely in our time, in which—as we know—the very essence of femininity is threatened. Through her virginity and her motherhood, the mystery of woman receives a very lofty destiny from which she cannot be torn away. Mary undauntedly proclaims the Magnificat, but she is also the one who renders silence and seclusion fruitful. She is the one who does not fear to stand under the Cross, who is present at the birth of the Church. But she is also the one who, as the evangelist emphasizes more than once, 'keeps and ponders in her heart' that which transpires around her. As a creature of courage and of obedience she was and is still an example to which every Christian—man and woman—can and should look."
Subject and Thesis

The subject of this paper is The Blessed Virgin Mary and the New Evangelization; what this means for renewal within Holy Mother Church, what this topic (and what teachings its holds) means for Holy Mother Church’s members and how cleared understanding of Marian dogma and doctrine will aid in Church and personal renewal.  This paper’s thesis is that for true renewal of Christ’s Church to happen- especially in the New Evangelization which the post-Vatican II pontiffs have said needs to happen within the Church and the societies where She is, The Blessed Virgin Mary (including all of her dogmas and doctrines and a proper flourishing of her cult) is absolutely essential to the success and fulfillment of not only this New Evangelization and the renewal it proposes but also the reign of Mary, Queen Mother which will usher in the ultimate reign of Christ Jesus, Her Son and Our King.  

Why I chose this topic

In my own de fidei meae apologia I admit there was a large time period in my childhood faith where I did not have a Marian devotion of any kind: my relationship with her Son Jesus- and with God in general- was quite superficial and it was comprised mainly of rote, memorized one-sided, one-way prayers.  It would be quite accurate to say that not until my questions and reversion period of my undergraduate sophomore year at Ball State University did I have what began to be burgeoning relationships with the Triune God and, subsequently, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph, her spouse, my guardian angel or any other saint.  Since that time, the thought has dawned on me that, as I read in Her Ecclesial Magisterium, and as I begun to discern was revealed in Sacred Scripture, if my baptismal Faith has the entirety of Christian Faith and Truth then when Jesus gave His Apostles what we in His Church now call the Fullness of the Faith, then this Fullness necessarily includes His Mother and all that God has revealed by her and about her.


The roots of this paper lie in earlier and diverse research papers and projects concerning the following preceding subjects:  1. An exegesis of Genesis 1; 26.  2. How the Blessed Virgin Mary, in Her Titles Daughter Zion and Gebirah (Great Lady, Queen Mother, Mediatrix) reflects the Image and Likeness of each Person of the Most Blessed Trinity.


Genesis 1:26
, as interpreted consistently in ecclesial magisterium that man is made in the Image and Likeness of God and is therefore called to be holy as God is Holy.  Furthermore, man is called to live in communion - absolute agape-type harmony- both with God and the rest of God's creations - especially with his fellow men.  This ideal communion is a reflection of the communion of and within The Most Holy Triune God as both Sacred Scriptures
 and Church Fathers and Doctors have consistently taught.  As I further discovered in my studies on this exegesis, this unanimity of God was meant to be reflective in an absolute synchronicity of belief, teaching and charitable works.  As we of His Church know all so well, this communion amongst ourselves is far from God's optimal agape ideal.


Our forbearers, the ancient Jews desired a human kingdom to rule over them, first by Saul; as the Old Covenant prophets foretold and the Davidic Old Covenant kingdom foreshadowed - and as Holy Mother Church has consistently taught God has established an eternal kingdom.  Naturally and logically, again as revealed in Sacred Scripture and Ecclesial Magisterium, that eternal kingdom consist of both a temporal domain and celestial one which is as was the temporal David kingdom ruled by a king and his queen mother and keeper of the keys of his kingdom.   Of particular aid to my understanding of this key point of understanding were the works of such scholars as Doctor Scott Hahn
 and ecclesial magisterium such as Popes Pius IX
 and Pius XII.
  Additional aids on this subtopic expounded upon the meaning, role and purpose of the Gebirah among the members of the ancient Jewish Royal Court.  In common, these sources revealed that, as in the ancient temporal court, so it logically is in Christ Jesus's Kingdom.   In this new, eternal kingdom, Christ Jesus reigns and His Mother Mary is Gebirah.  Just as it was for her forerunner archetype Bathsheba in Solomon's Kingdom, so it is now for the Blessed Virgin Mary the role of Queen Mother and Mediatrix to her son, Jesus, in governing and ordering His Kingdom all for the glory of God the Father.


As many of the resources which I used in this previous works and in this current one all collectively teach, the Blessed Virgin Mary is an absolutely essential, vital part of the reign of Her Son and of the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Church and Faith.  A Church without Mary is less than complete, is quite bluntly protestant- scattered, splintered into tens if not hundreds or thousands of theologically disunified sects and denominations.  Sadly, it seems that, in view of the aftermath of the confusion, enthusiasm, gregarity, dissent and inroads that progressivists and modernists have made within the post-Vatican II era of Christ's Church, the same can be generally, truly said about contemporary Catholics.


The importance of The Blessed Virgin Mary's role in God's redemptive plan - to which true Church renewal and the New Evangelization that the Roman Curia is promoting are ultimately oriented - is clearly underscored in various papal teachings especially of the post-Vatican II pontiffs.  Admittedly, prior to my work on a preceding Marian paper, I did not realize how Marian in his teaching and personal piety Pope Paul VI indeed was; after reading his motu proprio Marialis Cultus
 and his other subsequent Marian writings and speeches and such, my understanding of this was made absolutely, definitively clear.  I attest the same to my greater understanding of the Marian devotion of Paul VI's successors - especially of Their Holiness Pope John Paul II and Benedict XVI.  


It has been often said by various theologian that a proper understanding of Christianity – Christ Jesus in particular- necessarily requires a proper understanding of His Mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary of Nazareth.  The post Vatican II popes have each, in their own way, emphasized that for a proper renewal of Holy Mother Church – especially in nations such as the Federal Republic of the United States of America, Canada and much of Europe where Christianity has built and/or shaped the societies and cultures within – thus, it necessarily and logically requires that a full scale evangelization with the fullness of the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Faith is to be catechized embracing all aspects of the deposit of Faith which the Church has given – including the mystery and doctrines concerning Mary – her Queenship, mediation and personal example.


It is logical to argue that a correct, clearer and more salient understanding of Jesus – even of God in general – necessarily requires such an understanding of His Creations chief among which is the Most Blessed Virgin Mary.  Within the wealth of post-conciliar ecclesial magisterium there has been a number of episcopal authorities and lay theologians who have taught about the role and purpose of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Nazareth in relation to the renewal of the post-conciliar Church.  Including Pope Paul VI, many have called Her the Star of the New Evangelization while emphasizing Her personal example as the supreme Christian model and witness.  


In the rest of the body of the paper I shall present various findings and quotes I found during my research of this topic along with my personal commentary.  I have organized these citations according to a hierarchical structure of authority and impact of magisterium, including both clerical and lay authors.  Doing thus, it is my two-fold aim and purpose of, first of all, to show the theological insights and faith-relevance to the topic that these sources contain and, second, that the reader of this paper will also gain a clearer understanding of not only the general papal position on the Blessed Virgin Mary but the general, constant and biblical view of her, as understood by Holy Mother Church.


 As I did for the Ratzinger quotes,  so shall I embolden the most sailent points of the following passages:

From Vatican Council II
"With regard to devotion to Mary, the new evangelization must simply enact the teaching of the Second Vatican Council: This most Holy Synod deliberately teaches this Catholic doctrine and at the same time admonishes all the sons and daughters of the Church that the cult, especially the liturgical cult, of the Blessed Virgin, be generously fostered, and the practices and exercises of piety, recommended by the magisterium of the Church toward her in the course of centuries. [...] Let the faithful remember moreover that true devotion consists neither in sterile nor transitory affection, nor in a certain vain credulity, but proceeds from true faith, by which we are led to know the excellence of the Mother of God, and we are moved to a filial love toward our mother and to the imitation of her virtues.”
    

From Papal Magisterium

Pope Paul VI

82. This is the desire that we rejoice to entrust to the hands and the heart of the Immaculate Blessed Virgin Mary, on this day which is especially consecrated to her and which is also the tenth anniversary of the close of the Second Vatican Council. On the morning of Pentecost she watched over with her prayer the beginning of evangelization prompted by the Holy Spirit: may she be the Star of the evangelization ever renewed which the Church, docile to her Lord's command, must promote and accomplish, especially in these times which are difficult but full of hope!


"Joined by a close and indissoluble bond to the mystery of the Incarnation and Redemption, the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Immaculate, was raised body and soul to heavenly glory at the end of her earthly life, and was made like her risen Son in anticipation of the future lot of all the just; and We believe that the Blessed Mother of God, the New Eve, Mother of the Church, continues in heaven her maternal role with regard to Christ’s members, cooperating with the birth and growth of divine life in the souls of the redeemed."

Pope John Paul II
44. Given Mary's relationship to the Church as an exemplar, the Church is close to her and seeks to become like her: "Imitating the Mother of her Lord, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, she preserves with virginal purity an integral faith, a firm hope, and a sincere charity."127 Mary is thus present in the mystery of the Church as a model. But the Church's mystery also consists in generating people to a new and immortal life: this is her motherhood in the Holy Spirit. And here Mary is not only the model and figure of the Church; she is much more. For, "with maternal love she cooperates in the birth and development" of the sons and daughters of Mother Church. The Church's motherhood is accomplished not only according to the model and figure of the Mother of God but also with her "cooperation." The Church draws abundantly from this cooperation, that is to say from the maternal mediation which is characteristic of Mary, insofar as already on earth she cooperated in the rebirth and development of the Church's sons and daughters, as the Mother of that Son whom the Father "placed as the first-born among many brethren."128
She cooperated, as the Second Vatican Council teaches, with a maternal love.129 Here we perceive the real value of the words spoken by Jesus to his Mother at the hour of the Cross: "Woman, behold your son" and to the disciple: "Behold your mother" (Jn. 19:26-27). They are words which determine Mary's place in the life of Christ's disciples and they express-as I have already said-the new motherhood of the Mother of the Redeemer: a spiritual motherhood, born from the heart of the Paschal Mystery of the Redeemer of the world. It is a motherhood in the order of grace, for it implores the gift of the Spirit, who raises up the new children of God, redeems through the sacrifice of Christ that Spirit whom Mary too, together with the Church, received on the day of Pentecost.
 Mankind has made wonderful discoveries and achieved extraordinary results in the fields of science and technology. It has made great advances along the path of progress and civilization, and in recent times one could say that it has succeeded in speeding up the pace of history. But the fundamental transformation, the one which can be called "original," constantly accompanies man's journey, and through all the events of history accompanies each and every individual. It is the transformation from "falling" to "rising," from death to life. It is also a constant challenge to people's consciences, a challenge to man's whole historical awareness: the challenge to follow the path of "not falling" in ways that are ever old and ever new, and of "rising again" if a fall has occurred.
As she goes forward with the whole of humanity towards the frontier between the two Millennia, the Church, for her part, with the whole community of believers and in union with all men and women of good will, takes up the great challenge contained in these words of the Marian antiphon: "the people who have fallen yet strive to rise again," and she addresses both the Redeemer and his Mother with the plea: "Assist us." For, as this prayer attests, the Church sees the Blessed Mother of God in the saving mystery of Christ and in her own mystery. She sees Mary deeply rooted in humanity's history, in man's eternal vocation according to the providential plan which God has made for him from eternity She sees Mary maternally present and sharing in the many complicated problems which today beset the lives of individuals, families and nations; she sees her helping the Christian people in the constant struggle between good and evil, to ensure that it "does not fall," or, if it has fallen, that it "rises again."

50. As has already been mentioned, also among our divided brethren many honor and celebrate the Mother of the Lord, especially among the Orientals. It is a Marian light cast upon ecumenism. In particular, I wish to mention once more that during the Marian Year there will occur the Millennium of the Baptism of Saint Vladimir, Grand Duke of Kiev [988]. This marked the beginning of Christianity in the territories of what was then called Rus', and subsequently in other territories of Eastern Europe. In this way, through the work of evangelization, Christianity spread beyond Europe, as far as the northern territories of the Asian continent. We would therefore like, especially during this Year, to join in prayer with all those who are celebrating the Millennium of this Baptism, both Orthodox and Catholics, repeating and confirming with the Council those sentiments of joy and comfort that "the Easterners...with ardent emotion and devout mind concur in reverencing the Mother of God, ever Virgin."144 Even though we are still experiencing the painful effects of the separation which took place some decades later [1054], we can say that in the presence of the Mother of Christ we feel that we are true brothers and sisters within that messianic People, which is called to be the one family of God on earth. As I announced at the beginning of the New Year "We desire to reconfirm this universal inheritance of all the Sons and daughters of this earth."
In announcing the Year of Mary, I also indicated that it will end next year on the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin into heaven, in order to emphasize the "great sign in heaven" spoken of by the Apocalypse. In this way we also wish to respond to the exhortation of the Council, which looks to Mary as "a sign of sure hope and solace for the pilgrim People of God." And the Council expresses this exhortation in the following words: "Let the entire body of the faithful pour forth persevering prayer to the Mother of God and Mother of mankind. Let them implore that she who aided the beginning of the Church by her prayers may now, exalted as she is in heaven above all the saints and angels, intercede with her Son in the fellowship of all the saints. May she do so until all the peoples of the human family, whether they are honored with the name of Christian or whether they still do not know their Savior, are happily gathered together in peace and harmony into the one People of God, for the glory of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity."

On this journey we are accompanied by the Blessed Virgin Mary to whom, a few months ago, in the presence of a great number of Bishops assembled in Rome from all parts of the world, I entrusted the Third Millennium. During this year I have often invoked her as the "Star of the New Evangelization". Now I point to Mary once again as the radiant dawn and sure guide for our steps. Once more, echoing the words of Jesus himself and giving voice to the filial affection of the whole Church, I say to her: "Woman, behold your children"(cf. Jn 19:26).

"Mary goes before us and accompanies us. The silent journey that begins with her Immaculate Conception and passes through the “yes” of Nazareth, which makes her the Mother of God, finds on Calvary a particularly important moment.  There also, accepting and assisting at the sacrifice of her son, Mary is the dawn of Redemption; . . . Crucified spiritually with her crucified son (cf. Gal. 2:20), she contemplated with heroic love the death of her God, she lovingly consented to the immolation of this Victim which she herself had brought forth. (Lumen Gentium, 58). . . .  In fact, at Calvary she united herself with the sacrifice of her Son that led to the foundation of the Church; her maternal heart shared to the very depths the will of Christ ìto gather into one all the dispersed children of God. (Jn. 11:52). Having suffered for the Church, Mary deserved to become the Mother of all the disciples of her Son, the Mother of their unity. . . ."


The following passages show how generally burgeoning this understanding of the Blessed Virgin Mary is among the general clergy and laity in the Church.  They also show the depth of the influence that conciliar and pontifical teaching on this subject has become within Holy Mother Church.  I personally have little to doubt that this understanding about Our Mother Mary will grow among both clergy and laity.

From Episcopal Magisterium

Luis Cardinal Aponte, Archbishop Emeritus of San Juan, Puerto Rico


“Starting afresh from Christ” (NMI, 29) in the work of the New Evangelization should also mean starting afresh with Mary. Should we not formally and freely invite the Virgin Immaculate to “give flesh” to the New Evangelization as she did with the first great evangelization, and again with the evangelization of America? If the Mother of Evangelization is formally and solemnly invited into this contemporary casting into the deep for humanity, we can be confident that she will initiate a similar historic and superabundant catch for our present Church and world situation.


If we formally invite the Virgin Mother into the New Evangelization, who says to all peoples “do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5), and who leads human hearts to the Heart of Christ as only the Mother’s heart can, then she will guide the peoples of this new millennium into a “new holiness” (NMI, 30). She is the Mediatrix of all graces who “taken up into heaven did not lay aside this saving office, but by her manifold intercession continues to brings us the gifts of eternal salvation” (LG, 62). She mediates the graces of first conversions and renewed conversion to her Son and his Church.


If we solemnly invite the Virgin Mother into the New Evangelization, she will guide the peoples of the new millennium in the “art of prayer” (NMI, 32). It was the motherly Advocate in the Upper Room who by her imploring prayers for the first disciples of the Lord uniquely interceded for the descent of the Holy Spirit at the first Pentecost (cf. Acts 1:14; Redemptoris Mater, 24, 40).


The same maternal Advocate can instruct and intercede for the contemporary Church and world for the fulfillment of the conciliar petition of Bl. John XXIII, of happy memory, that is for a “New Pentecost,” a new descent of the Spirit over the earth and into the hearts of all peoples as the “soul” of the New Evangelization.


If we formally invite the Virgin Mother into the New Evangelization, then she will lead the peoples of the new millennium to the “Sunday Eucharist” (NMI, 35) as Mother of the Eucharist, particularly during our present celebration of the Year of the Eucharist. Who better to guide the peoples of the Third Millennium as “Witnesses to Love” (NMI, 42) than the Mother of Love: she who both “gave Love flesh” (Lk 1:38), who was spiritually crucified and, in her heart, died with “Crucified Love” at Calvary (cf. Jn 19:27). It is the same Mother and Mediatrix of all graces who brings to us the graces of Resurrected Love so as to empower us to live the new commandment to “love one another” (Jn 13:34).


It is by solemnly proclaiming the Christian truth that Mary is the spiritual Mother of all peoples that the Virgin Mother is fully released to bring forth the fruits of the New Evangelization and even more for our present critical world situation. It is by formally recognizing the maternal gift of great price, given from the Heart of the Crucified Christ to every human heart at Calvary, that we would most fully show appreciation and obedience to “behold, your mother” (Jn 19:27), that we would rejoice and give thanks for the great gift of her as our Mediatrix and Advocate, as she is clearly called in Lumen Gentium (LG, 62).
Archbishop Angel Lagdameo,  Archdiocese of Jaro, Phillipines


“New evangelization” we are told in the Lineamenta for the forthcoming XIII Synod of Bishops, is the Church’s response to the new challenges which the present Church is facing, putting accepted practices in question and are weakening customary, well-established ways of doing things. Now discernment requires distinguishing the subjects and themes which need our attention, listening and common discussion (Lineamenta). 



    
Pope Benedict XVI is merely picking up the inspiration from his predecessor, Blessed Pope John Paul II who used the term “new evangelization: to reawaken and elicit new efforts in a new missionary and evangelizing undertaking in Latin America. He said: There is a need for “a commitment not of re-evangelization, but rather of a new evangelization; new in its ardour, methods and expression.” (CELAM March 9, 1983. Lineamenta, no. 5. 


    
“New evangelization is not a matter of redoing something which has been inadequately done or has not achieved its purpose, as if the new activity were an implicit judgment on the failure of the first evangelization. Nor is the new evangelization taking up the first evangelization again or simply repeating the past. Instead, it is the courage to forge new paths in responding to the changing circumstances and conditions facing the Church in her call to proclaim and live the Gospel today. In the past, the Latin American continent was facing new challenges (the spread of a communist ideology, the appearance of the sects). The new evangelization emerged after process of discernment undertaken by the Church in Latin America to consider and evaluate the overall situation.” (Lineamenta p. 9-10).

 
    
The new evangelization is primarily a spiritual activity, synonymous with renewed spiritual efforts in the life of faith within the local churches. It will involve rereading the memory of faith and undertaking new responsibilities and generating new energies to joyously and convincingly proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This is what Blessed John Paul II had kept saying in his Apostolic exhortations addressed to Africa, America, Asia and Oceania.

 
    
With revitalized spiritual efforts, the Holy Spirit of Pentecost is calling now the church, to announce and proclaim the Gospel in new ways which can speak in today’s cultural sector, social, economic, civic and political sectors, as well as to the media and digital culture and the scientific and technological sector. “A new evangelization means to have the boldness to raise the question of God in the context of the sectors.” (p. 19, Lineamenta)



   
 “New Evangelization” requires finding new approaches to evangelization so as “to be Church” in today’s ever changing social and cultural situation. It means a deliberative process of devising new models of “being church,” which avoids the dangers of sectarianism and a “civic religion.” 

    “The local churches, in the light of the present situation, are called to make renewed efforts and again to put their trust in the Spirit who guides them, so that the local churches might once again undertake, joyously and vigorously, the fundamental mission which Jesus entrusts to his disciples: to preach the Gospel (cf. Mark 16/15) and to preach the Kingdom (cf. Mk. 3/15). [Lineamenta, p. 38]. 


This section is very succinct and pastorally catechetical.


Mary and the New Evangelization

    Now what is the role of Mary in the New Evangelization? Her role is a continuation of her role in the first Evangelization. As our Mother, given to us no less by her Son, Mary brings us together, gathers us around her Son, and sends us to announce and promote the Kingdom. She sends us into the mission of Jesus, her Son. 

    
There is an intimate link between Mary and evangelization. And we find this link at Calvary and Pentecost, where she becomes a powerful model of evangelization and new evangelization. 


   
 At Calvary, Mary stands with the beloved disciple for the future Church. There at the foot of the Cross she conceives again her Son, but this time no longer in her heart and body only, but she passes him on to the community of believers, to the Church. 


    
At Pentecost, Mary becomes a magnet and beacon for the future pilgrim-church. Mary becomes a co-worker and witness together with the first disciples. At Pentecost, Mary becomes a sign of the fulfillment of the Church.  


    
What Mary started to be at Calvary, where she becomes the Mother of the Church, and at Pentecost, where she becomes the model of evangelization, that she continues to be in our time … moving us and the church further and further into new evangelization. She fulfills her various roles as sender or evangelizer, as the co-worker and companion of every witness and apostle. 


    
Mary shall be our companion in our journey through the year of Faith, from October 11 this year to November 24, 2013. In this Year of Faith let us ask Mary, our Mother to accompany us as she had done in the first evangelization. We look at Mary and see how her faith had been expressed: a) She listened with her heart; b) The Word of God constantly challenged and changed the habits of her heart; and c) Her faith made her the Mother and disciple of Christ called to bring his work to completion. [Evangelization with Mary, Rev. Johann G. Roten


    
As in the first evangelization, so Mary accompanies us in our task of New Evangelization. She continues to be our model of living out the “Evangelium” itself. We may even say that Mary is a “compendium of evangelization,” a “living catechesis,” a vibrant example of how to live the Gospel. 


    
Mary is, in the words of Pope Paul VI, the “star of evangelization ever renewed within the Church” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, no. 82). Because of the inseparable bond between evangelization and catecheses, Mary is equally the Star, the powerful guide in the catechetical mission of the Church. Mary is the model and Mother of the entire Church and of each individual in our catechetical endeavor. 

Bishop Paul S. Loverde, Diocese of Arlington, Virginia

The emboldened portions of this passage are perhaps the simplest means of apologetics that I have used in explaining the general Catholic Christians position on the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Mary, the Mother of God, has only one desire: to lead us to Jesus, to help us love her Divine Son. She points to Jesus Christ as the One Savior of the world, urging us who already believe in Him to deepen our faith, hope and love and inviting those fallen away, those unchurched, those seeking truth and love, to come to Him, Who is “the Way, the Truth and the Life.” Keeping our eyes on her and heeding her message, we respond to our Holy Father’s invitation to make the new evangelization our daily focus and mission.


There it is: (The Blessed Virgin Mary’s) message: “Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior. Do whatever my Son tells you.…” Her message sums up the core of the New Evangelization. Dear Mother Abbess and Sisters, this year, by your prayer and penance, help us to listen to what Mary, the Star of the New Evangelization is telling us. Help us to surrender ourselves to her Divine Son, the One Savior of the world. Help us to be heralds of the new evangelization, to proclaim to everyone that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior, Who dwells among us to show us the way back home – to eternal life which is the inheritance He wills for us if only we let Him save us! “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen.”

Bishop Sam G. Jacobs, Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, Louisiana

The highlights in this passage are nuance; I find Bishop Jacobs’ statements to be refreshing in their insight upon the general subject at hand.

During this Year of the New Evangelization it is appropriate that we accentuate the role of Mary as the Star of the New Evangelization. This is a title

that both Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI have used frequently in addressing the role of Mary as an evangelist.


In fact, the first evangelist in the New Testament is Mary. After being told by the Archangel Gabriel that God had chosen her to be the Mother of the Savior and after having conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, Luke’s Gospel tells us that Mary left in haste to visit her cousin Elizabeth, who also was with child in her old age. Upon arriving at Zachariah and Elizabeth’s house and greeting her cousin, the child in Elizabeth’s womb leapt for joy. Through her visit and greeting, Mary’s very presence was an evangelizing grace moment both for Elizabeth and John the Baptist, still in the womb. Then Mary, upon hearing from Elizabeth the confirmation of the message of Gabriel concerning her own conception by the Holy Spirit, witnesses the goodness and love of God to her through this miraculous grace. “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior … for he who is mighty has done great things for me and holy is his name” (Luke 1:46, 49).


The first role of an evangelizer is to be a bearer of Christ to  another. In doing so, the evangelist witnesses to the other how much God loves us in specific and personal ways. The desire of the evangelist is to lead the person to Jesus, whether for a first real, personal encounter or for a repetitive deeper intimacy with the Lord and Savior.


Mary as Star of the New Evangelization has this same desire, namely, to lead each one of her children to Jesus as Lord and Savior and to help us to fall more deeply in love with her Son. Not only does Mary always point to Jesus, but she reminds us what she said to the servants at the wedding feast of Cana, “Do whatever he tells you.” It is only when we act on the grace that God gives us that we will come into that personal, deeper relationship with the one who loves us beyond measure.


As an evangelist, after pointing to Jesus and his saving message of

love, it should also be the desire of each of us to encourage those who hear the truth of the Gospel to act on this truth by taking the next step in their journey.
Whenever Mary has appeared over the centuries to different people, she has come as an evangelizer, calling people to repentance, to listen and follow her son and to share with others the message that will set them free. As an evangelizer she leads people to Jesus and a sharing in his divine

life. As an evangelizer she seeks to decrease that Jesus may increase.

From other clerical and lay theological sources

From Adoremus.org

As generally always, the writers of this magazine and its online columns, display an adept knowledge and assessment of the subject at hand and its efficacy for Holy Mother Church.

Pentecost: The Basis of the “New Evangelization”
Chronologically speaking, the first evangelization began on the day of Pentecost, when the Apostles, gathered together in prayer with the Mother of Christ, received the Holy Spirit. In this way, Mary, who according to the words of the Archangel is “full of grace”, was present during apostolic evangelization and continues to be present in those places where the successors of the Apostles strive to proclaim the Gospel.
The new evangelization does not mean a “new Gospel”, because “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever” (Heb 13:8); but rather, a new response to the needs of humanity and people today in a manner adapted to the signs of the times and to the new situations in cultures, which are the basis of our personal identity and the places where we seek the meaning of our existence. Consequently, a “new evangelization” means to promote a culture more deeply grounded in the Gospel and to discover the new man who is in us through the Spirit given us by Jesus Christ and the Father. The preparatory program for the XIII Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops sets the stage for the new evangelization. For the Church, its celebration could be likened to a new Cenacle, in which the successors of the Apostles will gather together in prayer with the Mother of Christ, who has been called the Star of the New Evangelization.84
The Joy of Evangelizing
In these words, it is easy to see that the Blessed Virgin Mary is the model par excellence in all her womanhood, maternity, feminity and royalty.
25. A new evangelization means to share the world’s deep desire for salvation and render our faith intelligible by communicating the logos of hope (cf. I Pt 3:15). Humanity needs hope to live in these present times. The content of this hope is “God, who has a human face and who ‘has loved us to the end’”.86 For this reason, the Church is, by her very nature, missionary. We cannot selfishly keep for ourselves the words of eternal life, which we received in our personally encountering Jesus Christ. They are destined for each and every person. Each person today, whether he knows it or not, needs this proclamation.

From Mark Miravalle, PhD

Doctor Miravalle’s theological approach to this subject, as usual, is insightful in a sort of logical methodical way.


Mary’s Role in the New Evangelization

It is precisely Mary’s role in coredemption and its subsequent mediation for humanity that becomes the foundation for her crucial role in Christian evangelization.



With the commencement of the Year of Faith and Synod of Bishops on the New Evangelization, it is quintessential that the roles of Mary be placed and recognized at the heart of the New Evangelization.



Let us incorporate the historic lesson of Guadalupe. When God the Father sent the Virgin of Guadalupe to initiate the Christian evangelization of Mexico and beyond, this resulted in the second greatest evangelization victory in Christian history after the first apostolic evangelization. The result of the Marian evangelization of Guadalupe was the Christian conversion of Latin America, the most populous Catholic continent in the world.



Mary’s “yes” brought Jesus to us. Our “yes” to Mary will allow her to bring Jesus to the world’s peoples and nations today in ways just as supernatural as she did at Guadalupe. But this time, the heavenly Father awaits our “yes” to Mary’s rightful acknowledgement and place in the New Evangelization. This “yes,” once again, is the solemn papal proclamation of her motherly roles of intercession which will in turn affect a worldwide release of the Holy Spirit in sustaining the preaching and acceptance of the gospel of Jesus Christ the world over. In short, the proclamation of this Marian dogma will bring forth a new Pentecost which will consequently result in a new Christian evangelization of historic proportions.

From The Reverend George Kosicki, C.S.B.
The following is a concise digest of Father Kosicki’s article. 
Mary: Mother of the Word Made Flesh


Mary is the model of how to live the life of the Spirit in the Lord Jesus Christ. Mary has many unique charisms that give her a special role in our lives.  Mary has the charism of anticipating the time of God’s plan.  Mary has a mother’s concern for our welfare.  Mary has the charism of humanity.  She gave flesh to the Word and continues to remind us that Jesus was truly a man and not an abstraction.  She reminds us that we are human.


From Stephen K, Ryan, commentator, www.ministryvalues.com
This online commentary, in my opinion, also succinctly fits with this paper’s subject; its’ writer seems to have his “thumb on the pulse” of something key and something – rather someone who offers the Church a sure way and model for renewal and evangelization.
“The great Pope, John Paul II, may have foreseen what ails the Church today - The great Pope once said "The world has lost the sense of the supernatural". The Pope dedicated his Pontiff to the Virgin Mary and emblazoned his Papal Coat of Arms with a big red letter "M" for his beloved Mary the Mother of God. The Pope was devoted to "Our Lady" and is well known to have meditated deeply on her supernatural presence on Earth. Emphasizing the real presence of Our Lady on earth the Pope, in fact, told those who would listen that the gentle hand of the Virgin Mary indeed steered an assassin's bullet away from his heart saving his life. He wasn't making that up. He's the Pope.



After surviving the assassination attempt, Pope John Paul II would often remind Catholics that his life was saved on the exact anniversary date of the first apparition of Our Lady of Fatima. At times, it seemed, as if JPII wanted to grab us by our collar and implore us to find Christ and a deeper relationship with God and the Church through the graces that Our Lady offers. Pope Benedict XVI is nearly as devoted to Our Lady as Pope John Paul II. Our Pope has already visited Fatima and frequently invokes her life and message in many of his homilies and speeches.” 

Conclusion

In researching the topic of this paper, at first I wondered what previous writings and teachings about this subject, or relevant to it, were available.  First of all, I was having difficulty finding such articles, books and documents until I began to research some lesser-known documents of Pope Paul VI.  I particularly (and initially only) wanted to focus upon the contents of the Vatican II documents in view of the post-conciliar fervor for evangelization and social change.  While there was no such document – except Lumen Gentium – which overtly focused on the subject of this paper, I did find what I was looking for in other aforementioned research venues.  

I thoroughly enjoyed researching and constructing this paper.  I learned more from this work than I previously knew, for instance, about the Marian devotion of each of the post-Vatican II pontiffs – particularly that of Pope Paul VI.  Most important of all my profiting from this paper and its work has to be the deeper understanding of my spiritual mother Mary and my own baptismal Faith –with all its deep wealth and riches.  Even more now do I understand- and I pray that I neither lose this pearl of great value
 nor dishonor my mother Mary who has done so very much for me.
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