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Foreword

I it fies in the face of convention, suppress L. If it
contradicts accepted academic dogma, reject it I it
opens minds, condemn it. I it tums history upside

when Smithsonian execuive John Wesley Powell and

his colleagues decided that,for humanity's good, they

had best systematically destroy the vast amount of

scrmisied ddorce proieg tat sevenl Netve
mericar m

ford. Yes, in the minds of dupliitous psychopaths,
destruction is always sancified by some dubious
pretext. Nevertheless, regardiess of the biitzkrieg on
truth, itis always a day for celebration when nefarious
plots are foiled or exposed.

Reading through the pages of this book gives me this
sense of satsfaction.  also fumishes me with
additional proof of the deviry of people in high places.
Although | have aways been aware
extraordinary lengths to which brainwashers will go to
engender the consensus trance that suits their overal
agenda for world control, it is valuable to learn even
more about their ruthless and unceasing campaign o
misiead us. Page after page, |was left aghast.

Particulary formidable are the revelations concerning

il H Foreword

‘Smithsonian Instituion that was legally estabiished in
1846 Curiously its founder, James Smithson (1765—
1829), never visited the United States. I is not even
clear what motivated him to found the institution.

Is acade giies an impression of rabily ard
academic prowess, and ralike architecture
s o ofcsaisnen membmy

The average visitor is ot inclined o guess that the
carefully amanged displays and tour-guide rhetoric
are contivances that ulimalely give them a false
impression of America's past. No, they walk away
feeling intrigued, informed, and certain. Lite do they
suspect that they ve been royally deceived

Since its advent, the Smithsonian istituion and its



e e o b o
ions of peopl o i cver the wer

according 1o its own PR spin, socemed o
focroase.and difision of knowedge ameng men-
Thats nice. Buts it rue?

el ot Urfornatel. a5 tis ook reveals s ot

the Smithsonian's founders
of vegems Gecdod lo omitrate he evidonce at
contradicted consensual notions about America's
ancient history. Reading of their Machiavelian ntrigue
compels us to ask, yet again, what our world would be
without such egregious censor-ship. Where would we
be if umanity had open access o the information that
has been sequestered and hidden away from sight?
We can only guess.

Theso o a fewoftre usstins ¢ that rove popotaly
arisen in my mind as, through s, | delved int
relatively unexplored areas. i o Pmonaw
have long been nterested in ancient origins. My father
enoyed taking my brotrer and me t many megaiiric
sites in Norther keland. He did ot have the s:
ineres in e as |t devloped bt n s o
y he at the stone ci
de

beginning for me. | don't know.

Later, in the mid-1980s, | decided to revisit many
sites 1o take measurements and photographs. |
erted to make a more precise sty of Newgrange.

Knowth, Dowth, Tara, Navan, Cong. Grianan de
Aieach Forewerd 1

Dun Aonghasa, and other exraordinary places. Of

urse, it wasn't long before | realized that what ish
people generally knew about their ancient forebears
was largely nonsense.

re was much more 1o what |was seeing, and I was.
determined to find out why these places existed, why
they tumed out o be aligned to the constelations, and
why they had been designed so that one site in a field
geomantically aligned with every other similar site in
the country. | soon discovered that | was not getting
my answers from the many confemptuous and myopic
tour guides | encountered. It troubled me to think that
the silion was probatly ot very iferet n olher
countries of the world. I what | suspectet

something had to e e ol i i o o
the time, but my real education had begun

Fortunately | was never inclined 10 accept the

language. In my opinion, it is one of many talismanic
words used o entrain minds.

tinduces us to partiion realty nto hemispheres that
e then defbertoly diskcated, and rarol i over

ct that this is what passes for
wmon s icigence n oday’s work, Ore 1
considered educated as long as one does ot
question the flagrant trickery and deemed inteligent
as long as one continues to practice the same
travesty during one’s own academic career and
intelectual feats.

Yo, dockrs somating & Tt o legand s o
ast peope. Wil rogard i
dlsmlsswa\y oo overt s ol doas ronrave
the same impact r sigificance ss tat which an
average person biithely takes for ‘reality” Cross that
ne. break et ance 1o begin asing roublesome
guestons, and you sk o ike Meriwethr Lewts,
tnth seeker might joumey into the
kom0 o s perio o

XH Foreword

To change your settings and walk the alterative road
takes work and time. To think critically and doubt what



upposed to believe takes guts. To read
Datween e nas and i m e blanks (9kes audac y
and imagination. And to negotiate the labyrinth of
age-old deception takes determination, ~sef-
assureaness, and passion. Moreover the reward
sought by a legitimate trth-seeker is not that of public
adulation but Ihe breaking of a trance, the overcoming
of formidable obstacies, the discemment of a subie
But peridious e machinery, e f i,
and the attainment of clear understanding. Once that
great gitis won, itis an additional boon to be able to

fruly bonds one human being to another s not blood
butideas.

We may vaverse valeys mountin ranges, and
oceans, as did Meriwether Lowis, or we may
negolieis moe absiract iandscapes-.those of hear

 great deal more about our own existence.

We also find out how many obstacies stand inthe way.
ofour goal, We become famiar wih th sterch of
deception, the_shades of fal
complexion of lies. We Denecl our ammy o oo
because we grow so familiar with its opposite.
We come upon the tnih because we have become
immune to everything that stands in contradis-tinction
to/t. Our minds receive the gift of truth once we reject
eventing ha akes iz place oratompis (o stand in
its stead. Genius
i oot and ke 303 s obor

*Soil" than the mind with zero tolerance for the faise.
and contrived.

‘Sadly, most people dont lose much sieey
existence of obscene people or instittes hell-bent on
keeping secret the facts about our world. Even when
most people are told that crimes—such as those
Foreword Hxi

revealed in these pages—have occurred, they donit
letit get under their skin. They are more likely to retort,
Sowhat? What can do aboutit?

A few o elcs wert misig. The st sushirg
mber of an ancient and mysterious race finaly
pasaed away,eking i knowieags wi him

Okay, thats tough. History books give
dotberataly skawsd viow of o past A Hghplat
official’s ego got out of control, and he took liberties
with valuable data. & happens! He's long dead, so
Pothing can be done. All 1o often this is what we geL.
Al o0 often there is no public uprising, outery, or
demand for resttuion.

Having said that, one positive outcome is possible.
Regardless of how much time has elapsed, we can at
least leam who was who, a id what. We can
leam about past underhanded machinations 5o that
we are less likely to fall for similar anics in our own
age. Addiionaly, the names of great men and
women, who in their own time defended the truth and
fad e good of mmanty at beat can be

remembered and horored. In my mind, this is what
paricuirydisinguishes his book.

Of additional interest to me are the author's questions
aboutthe origin of various important Native American
tribes, such as the deeply spiritual Missouri Mandans
(rst_encountered in 1797),

ancient and mysterious Mound Builders of Ohio. His
work makes the reader acutely aware of important
problems concerring ancient American history. How
did the eariest humans get to the continert of
America? Where did they come from? What
compeled them 1o vacate their original habitats?
What did the ancients say about their origins?



What are the most important difierences between the
many Native American tribes?

Why do so many tribes (of both i Sourer and e

and spirital decine? Why did Maya and Cherokee
asologerpress prophesy the workds end in the
year.

xi H Foreword

Why were ancient Chinese coins found in the state of
Washington?

Did the Ainu people (the prefistoric inhabitants of
China) once frequent the northwestem United States?
Why s the language of the Mandan people so similar
o Gaelic? Why were the garments of Mandan women
found 1o be similar to those of Nordic women? Who
it e iogurat, taples. s pocisly pslioned
sacerdotal ciies.

i woe ho so-calod Fenthred seme . and wfvy
was he described as being of pale complexion? On
and on go the questions.

Naturally 1o single book or encyclopedia can ever
to provide us with complete answers o these.
kinds of questions. Having said that, | must say that
‘authors of this book have done justice to most of
them, warranting my acknowiedgment for even asking
questions of this kind and for bravely considering
conroversilheriosn esponse, Ths wok corany
shows us that currently we
o' many mysieries rised. ot least ot fom oficia
sources. More crucially, in al fikelihood, we wil never
get them as long as the present acaderic stalus quo
remains intact and unchallenged. The findings herein

ng:
mar latter stuggle oflen proves more
Iaborious than the former.

1 have personally found this o be the case. 1100 have

‘American Arya,' | briefly cover some of the
sensational discoveries of Augustus Le Plongeon and
Barry Fell. The earthshaking finds of these men
clearly show us that ancient Euopeans had indeed
visited and perhaps even settied in the Americas.

possession since the 1980s. The author of this hard-
to-find masterpiece provides Foreword Hxi

ample evidence of the presence of white people in
South America, people regarded by Toltec, Maya,
and Inca sages as the bringers of civiization. And like:
those southen tibes, s, Zuni, Hopl, and
other pn-.»Co\umman e of Norh America aso
spoke of a catachysm that drove their
i ancesirs e ground.

Before that time, before the antedilwvian world was
destroyed, the nations and races were constellated
They fved logater, witou dvsion, on & rest
continentin the Atiantic region. t was from this ancient
lad,say e ogen, P h gocike peopl came,
tha o of Patina—or st wite braher” Aro v
disregard these. oo Yol more ‘myths?

we to pretend that the Olmec stone heads and [
megalithic nins of Easter Kiand, Chaco Canyon,
Pale ‘and the Bolivian Andes are merely
figments of our imagination?

s o i bok's man eme, we can b iy ceiin
that Meriwether Lewis was murdered. Personaly, |



suspect Thomas Jefferson and his crew, but if Aaron
Burr and his gang turn out to be the culprits it won't
suprise me in the least. Each reader must come to
his or her own conclusions on the controversy. I any
case, | can assure the reader that he names "Lewis
and Clark” elcited no glazed expressions when | was
in school. In my day, every school kid in England and
reland knew their names. The eyes of most boys and
girs It up once they were mentioned, and we listened

assist in the restoration of the govemor's name and
reputation.

Wi & oble il oo geat men ad women of
the past, particularly those whos

el botn forgoten of delberatey dawnp\ayed oy

humarity's scurilous misleaders.

Governor Lewis apparenty suffered the same fate as
many other xivH Foreword

ardent souls who labored to discover the ruh about
humankind's origins. He went the way of Wilhelm
Reich, who discovered the secrets of the spirtbody.
comeciion; and of Raymond Royal Fife,
discovered how 0 oblerate cancerous disease.
Meriwether Lewis's discoveries suffered the same
fate as those of Augustus Le Plongeon,
Massey, Reverend Robert Tayor, E. A. Walls Budge,
Immanuel  Velikovsky, L. A. Wadds\l Ccmy"s
Samon, By Fol Prbmor T

and so many ofher genmses o poncors
ooud moron. T bdations o hess men st b
reviewed. Injustices against the\r names  and
ropuations must be set argh. ks a lofly ndertaking
st s bo mace i cocage and csigabe
pas: The work of exploration  and
esoraton controes. T Aganet e it

Michael Tsarion

Bomin Northem keand. ichee Tearion s an st
on the oceut istories of keland ai

made the deepest researches iyttt
origins of evil, and the ish origins of cilzation. He is
author of acclaimed books such as Atlants, Alien
Visitation and Genetic Manipulation, Asiro-Theology
and Sidereal Mythology, and The kish Origins of
Civiization.



introduction

‘Some of the most crucial tales of American history
are_contained in the joumnals of Meriwether Lewis,
explorer, historian, scientist, and soldier.

But befind the tales of frontier bluster and adventure

tories o lost strange  monoliths,
anactvoristic arfacts, and enigmatic races found in
the shadows and cracks between America’s official
versions of history. The death of Meriwether Lewis,
his exploration of the American wiklemess, and many
of the discoveries that lie along his path are steeped
inmystery.

e conenton bt Lewis vas mucerd s ot v
one. for began circuiating as soon
erova s e emerged.

Historical accounts, lefers, and newspaper reports
compiled by biographers such as Stephen Ambrose
and Richard Dillon suggest that the people who knew
Lewis were initialy shocked, saddened, and
conmed aboul the roumsiances surounding s
death.

is was respected by all who knew him as a
iy quick-witted  adventurer of  powerful
constittion and indefatigable will. When asked why
he chose Lewis over a scientist or researcher to
catalog the adverture west. then president Thoma
Jascn i, 2 wes sl b fd 8 ceracter
who o compleat science in botany, natural history,
Tieralogy & astronomy. oined.the frmnoss. and
constiution & 1

2Hintroduction

cter, prudence, habits adapted to the woods &

mman«y i e bdian marers & caracer
this undertaking. Al the latter

qmrc.auanscapuew.s 5.

The same qualies that made Lewis the president's
frst choice (o lead tho expoditon westsirorgh.

/ fearlessness, strength of characler, education,
ana ity wi—are. o same qualles et cas
doubt on reports of his deterioration and suicide.

z
£
3
g
2
H

day and why certain factions may have wanted him
outof

With regard to Lewis's actual death, there were no
eyevitnesses, and there is a fist of stange
circumstances that remain unaddressed and
unanswered by offcial accounls of his alleged
suicide. How did an expert marksman manag

shouid be simple. The once-great wildemess explorer
tumed political powerhouse was murdered.

But historyis never that simple, and the tuhof history
is notoriously diffcut (o pin down. Many istorans,
o have become lost in a sort of wildemess of thelr
own, sil befiove inhistory as writen and feel content
s and resoarch of
oher academics. They offer dry, _ifeless
regurgiations—falow nuths utered from deep-red
highvbacked leather chairs, resting by a e in New
England. Thay are cortent with hstory as long as itis
deemed academicaly sound and sale.

Trisbook s nota afe founoy This s anindiaton o
retm to : uhore sty is piecod
together o e o oxloraton, strange

ind the exploration of Lewis and Clark—has
been danced around for years. Much of the story has
simply been brushed aside as mere specuiation or
ficttious legend.



Despite persistent criticism and opposition from
official circles, a different picture of earty America has
begun to emerge. K is one that requires a different
approach to the way we catalog history.

T

one
The Oimec riddies

murder of Meriwether Lewis marked the
inception of an academic war over how to define the

xsted before the  Spanish
conquistadores, French explorers, and _British
adventurers arrived n the so-called New World. This
intellectual batle has been waged for centuries now
by two factions of scholars—the diffusionists and the
independent invertionists.

To this day the difisionists are spoken of with
derision in mainstream academic circles, as they dig
ino the past wih the same couage that
characterized Lewis and his journey west. Like Lewis,
these rogue scholars continue to unearth evidence
that America was visited long before Columbus by

. thes
cdance of i, vibrant, Hghl voved uures et
existed in ancient America. This growing vokume of
archaeological evidence stands in clear contradiction
to many key assumptions held by America's founders
and their scholarly counterparts, the so-called
independent inventionists.

The inventionist perspective remains the standard
among ar jests that natives of
the American continent are descended from kce Age
relatives who crossed the Bering Strait and
Geveloped in complete isolation—unti, that is, they.
were “discovered” by Spanish, French, and British
explorers during the late fiteenth cenlury. In the early
days of America it was the foderal goverment and its
proponents

4 HThe Oimec Riddes

who were most inferested in characlerizing the
continent as an untram-meled paradise popuated by
savages.

This set of assumpiions gave eary explorers and
exploiters of the American cortinent the justification
they needed to co-opt and pilage its resources, wage
war on its native people, and occupy s lands with
impunity. X was the perspective that America's
govemment offcials held as they tamed America's
terrain and battied its people for control of the vast
stores of resources that would fuelthe creation of their
Workd.

11k became e perspactve ot vas zdomed
y the Smisorian Fatiton which, mors fan
aver organizaton hes dfined our understanding of
Americats ofgin. Sinco s ncepton i o 1560,
the Smithsonian joined the powers in Washington in

by America’s early leaders, supported by their own
inheried cutural and scholarly myopia.




0> nough, however, it was an agent of the
Smithsonian _nstituion, Mathew ~Stering, who
championed one of th first contentious examples of
culural difiusionism when he began investigations
nto the mysterious Olmecs and the origins of Mayan
culure in what are now the southem reaches of
Mexico.

cul
tribes. A pre-Columbian people, they inabited the
lowlands of south-central Mexico, in a region now
occupied by the staes of Veracruz and Tabasco. The
ke war promicat fom 1200 BCE I sbout 400
rious accounts. They were the
{rs Hosoamerean cbemton and plarcd seeds of
other civiizations throughout the region.
o cediod winbing e s Moscamerioan cutre
ractice fitual blood sacrifice and play the.
Mesoamerican ballgame—practices that became the
halmarks of soveral swbsequent tibes and
civiizations.

The Olmes are considered by some historians o be
the fure to the Mayan, Aztec, and Inca

From the steamy jungles of Mexico's southem Guf
Cosst ‘o the modem counies of Guswrals
Honduras, Belize, Costa Rica, and El The Olme
Riddles H5

Salvador, the Olmecs buit large settiements,
established trade routes, and developed religious
iconography and rituals.

Thadssofth Okt chilzaton vas hen rgely by

Tegion's ecology, which ncuded wekvaterod

oo e v of s et prowded te
Oimocs wita sef mspunauon syster

The region where Olmec culure took root is similar to
other culural spawning grounds such as the Nile,
Indus, and Yellow River Valleys.

This ich enionment fostaed 3 danss popuaton
the fise of an elte culure that exploited the
remon s sore of obsdin and jade o example
i that have defined the Olmec
e

Exploration of this cuure was sparked by artfacts
circuating through the pre-Columbian art market in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. To
this day, Olmec artwork is considered among ancient
America’s most marvelous achievemerts.

Avchaeok)g\s‘s consider San Lorenzo the eariest of
jor Olmec ceremonial centers. Located in t
unen eounty around Do, o Chiato in southem
Veracnz, it rested on a massive, scupted salt
plateay, wihh a series of manmade ravines
constructed on three of its four sides. This structure
represens the earlest ball cout in Mesoamerica,
complete vith a system of carved stone drains.

Richard Diehl, professor of amthath at ‘he
Universiy of Alabama, has conct eologica

investigations all over Menw and au\mvsd me
essental guide on the Olmecs. Diehl echoes Am
Cyphers, an Dimec scholar at Memoo‘s National
Aoromous. Universly, when e explans, “San
Coeres Shovs oo v o closs snuse:

bero were probably & mumber of dfrert
papu\anom forming groups that rose and fell oy
o ana shifod alarces. | don thk there was any
political inegration”

And while Diehi offers admiration for their drains and
class sinucture, he makes very ltte mention of the

Olmecs' dramatic end, which has been explained
way by theories of an intemal uprising, ecologi-cal
disaster, or hostile invasion. was

defaced, buried, or destroyed. Like 6 H The Olmec
Riddies

Meriwether Lewis, the Olmec people
mysterious end that has yet to be satisfactorily
xplained



‘Some of the carved works at San Lmsnm iaviiod
legendary massive Olmec head s

weigh as many as forty tons and o= oy wes
meters high. These massive heads have vexed
archaeologists since their  discovery, showing
characteristcs that have led many to assert that they
e Afican in orign o vere cested b peope of
Aftican desc

First discovered by plantation workers, the colossal
scuptures were reported in the 1869 Bul efin of the
Mexican Geographical and Statistical Society as *a
magnificent sculpture that most amazingly represents

appears to be a bit of honest investigative reporting
was 100 cortroversial 1o be taken seriously at the
time, and the idea of Aficans residing in Mexico was
quickly and largely forgotten.

Decades later Smithsonian curator Matthew Steriing,

community dedicated to the study of Mayan culure,
Urtil Steriing’s investigations in the late 1930s and
early 405, Mayan culture was considered the seed of
all cultre in Mesoamerica. Work by archaeologists
such as Phillip Drucker and Robert Hetzer, who used
modern methods such as carbon dating to determine
the age of Olmec arlfacts, later vindicated Stering
and his views. Though not widely acknowledged,
Stering's  discoveries, publications, and
pesevrace o defending them would undermine a

n long held by his own organization, the
Eonion pision

Kathy O'Halleran, author of Indigenous People’s
Hisory_ says: The ocome of e OmecNaya

rsy is noled in the intellectual community as a
iy ol o1 e eedfor open s

Above all, it shows how major new archaeological
discoveries can be made even in the mid-twentieth
century and how the intellectual The Olmec Riddles H
7

perseverance of a minoity viewpoint in the
ammw\eg\ca\ community can lead o eventual
tance—even after niial rejection2

After years of research, in 1938 Stering traveled to
the southwestem Mexican lowland, ammed with well
prepared junals and fncs fom me Natona!
Googrsptc Socel Hs o over
the seeming mystery of a froobo o oeope

Sterling’s first stop was Tres Zapoles, an ancient
Tt

least a hundred miles away from the nearest source
of the stone from which they were carved.

g the morument a Tres Zapoles uas Sice C.
a froestanding monu
Tho stdle s engraved wih an ur\de—c\pherable scnp(
which surounds a jaguar sitting on a throne. On the
opposite side of the stele is the second-oldest

d se
Nesoamencan ssuren mos notablythe Maysns

Sterling also discovered an imposing fourteen-foot-

robes and wearing elegant shoes with tumed-up toes.

Erion o calberse mulsfon e dafsced o o

was intact. t 50 obmous\y

depiced s ; Caasian ma\a Wi ohcidged rose
a long, flowing

ammso\cg\sts oo 1 Unco Sam- Tose

numents, whether they resembled bearded



‘aucasians or African kings, have amazed and
Bowidered experts and the oyperson or generatons

Author Graham Hancock, an acclaimed altemative
historian intrigued by the anomalies associated with
the Olmecs, traveled 10 the ruins at La Venta, a civic
and ceremonial certer and home to one of the oldest
eaids n Mesosovetcn. Hancock chmbioundd st

the immense complexiy of the struciures, wites: 8 H
‘The Oimec Riddles

In the centre of the park, like some magic talisman,
Stood an enomous grey bouider, almost ten feet tall,
caned in the shape of a helmeted African head
Here, then, was the first mystery of the Olmecs, a
monumental piece of scupture, more than 2000 years
o, n was urmisakaby o head o an Alican man

Pligs o Siercd o loses of e oa
face was concantralad above Bk, omcuring 105
I would be impossible for a sculptor to invent all the

great head a couple of times. | was 22 feet in
circumference, weighed 1

stood almost 8 feet high, had been carved out of
Sord “basol and trspyed coar autertic

that the Olmec heads present us wi nysm\og\csﬂy
accurate images of real individuals. Charismatic
powerful Afican men whose presence in el
America 3000 years g6 e o ot been &xplaned
byscholars:3

ncock personally studied the same stele that
Sterfing had sixy years eariier. Two things seemed
veryclaa i i The arerie soate It portayed
some reason, have been of immense
|mponam:e o the Olmecs, hence the grandeur of the
stele itself, and the consiruction of the remarkable
stockade of columns buit o contain it And, as was
the case with the African heads, it was obvious that
the fsco o e bearded Caccatian man e ory
e been sauped fom 2 fuman model One
canved in low relief on a heavy and roughly C\rcu\ay
o of o about ves eet n cameter b
what looked like tightiting leggings, his eanaon
were those of an Anglo-Saxon. He had a full pointed
beard and wore a curious floppy cap on his head
Around his siim waist was tied a flamboyant sash.4

“The Omec Riddles H9

Trese Catcasian fgues caned i e slocs were
uncovered ffom exactly the same sirata as the huge
Gimec neads. Tha La Vorts figures and i atire
resembled reliefs in Abydos, Eqypt, that depict the
Battle of Kadesh. Hitite charioteers shown in the
reliefs all have long, elaborate robes and shoes with

Hancock suggests, ‘L is by no means impossible that
these great works preserve the images of peoples

rom & vanishad clzaton which ombraced Sovera
ethnic groups. Strangely, despite the best efforts of
archaeologists, not a single, solitary sign of anything
ttco be descr s th evlopmerialprase
of Oimec society has been unearthed anywhere in
Mo, These amazirg ariss appeared o have
come from nowhere.

Evidence suggests that rather than developing siowly,
the Olmec civilzation emerged all at once and fuly
formed. The transition period from primitive to
advanced society appears to have been so short that
it baffles modem antfropologists, archaeologists, and
historians.

Tectrcal sl Wt shoukd fave sken tukods or
thousands

s of years o ovole wero brougt o
" aimost overmght o, aparent
antecedents whatsoever.

Avivid picture of the end of the Olmec civiization is
found in the ancient city of Monte Alban. The city



stands on a vast, artificially flat-tened hilltop
overlooking Oaxaca and consists of a huge
rectanguiar area enciosed by groups of pyramids and
other buildings that are laid out i precise geometrical
relationships to one another.

Hancock visited this site and recorded his
discoveries.

I made my way firstto the extreme South-west cormer
of the Monte Aban site. Them  Jacked loosely
against the side of a low p) objects |
i come all s way o s several g engraved
Stele depicting Africans and Caucasias . . . equal in
life ... equal in death. At Monte Alban, however,there

have been the work of the same people who made
the 10 H The Olmec Riddies.

La Venta sculplures. The standard of craflsmanship
was far 100 low for that. Whoever they were, these
artists had attempled to portray the same subjects |

seen at La Venta. There the scuptures had
reflected strength, power and vitalty. Here, at Monle
Alban, the remarkable strangers were corpses. All

cuied up in fetal positions as though 1o avoid
showers of blows, others lay sprawied.6

At an annual conference of the Istitute for the Study

Uriveraty, saggess the possiity of drect Chinsss
influence on the Olmec:

Carved stone blades found in Guatemala, dating from
approximately 1100 B.C., are distinctly Chinese in

probln s when did ey aie, and uhatdid ey co

ny proposal that smacks of diffusionism in
today's academic e immediately dismissed
as imesponsible at best, malevolent at worst

Here are all these American scholars, speaking
European languages, and they dare 10 say o, there
was never any difission; and yes, all Western
Hemisphere cultres are indigenous! 7

In his most recent work, The Olmecs: America's First
Civiization, Richard Diehl wrote more  than
pages but spent only a brief part of the discussion on
the subject of diffusionism.

“The origins of Olmec culture have intrigued scholars
and lay people alke since Tres Zapotes Colossal
Head | a gigantic stone human head with Afiican
features, discovered in Veracruz 140 years ago.

Since that time, Olmec culure and art have
attibuted to seafaring Africars, Egypfians, Numam,
Phosriciane, Alanteane, The Omes Riddies

Japanese, Chinese, and other ancient wanderers. As

who unique culure in- southeastern
Mexico's ksthmus of Tehuartepec.

Archecioissrw ace Olnec arigns back o pre-

ulures in the region and there is no credible
cvdonce. for melor inusions fom o ouside,
Furthermore, not a single bona fide arfact of old
world origin has ever appeared in an Olmec
archaeological site, or for that matter anywhere else
inMesoamerica.8

Wi s ey Diel il dismises al heories art

old-worid artifact wouid be, since old-world and new-

iably.
1o actually be Afficans—not justlook ke them—



dismissed immediatoly by most scholars. and the
imecs have simply been characterized as local
nuys

Wil excavaing in e Mexian sat of Veraonz in
2008, archacologist Maria del Carmen Rodri
dlsouveved & slone sl wih 3000 car0d wmmg

usly ur slab.
St mconed ool Y aDDearM o e tose
of a complexwriing system, of which she writes:

Finding a heretofore unknown writing system s rare.
One of the last major ones to come 1o light, scholars
say, was the dus Valley script, recognized from
excavations in 1924. Now, scholars are tan-alized by
a message in stone in a script unlike any other and a
text they cannot read. They are excied by the
prospect of finding more of this writing, and evertualy

ipt
o0t Masdan sioa, w28 ditc sies some of
which are 12 H The Olmec Riddles

repeated, for a total of 62, has been tentatively dated
from atleast 900 B.C., possibly earlier. That is 400 or
more years before writing was known o have existed
in Mesoamerica, the region from central Mexico
vough mueh of Gentl America, and by exenion

bi Olmec
re, which flourished along the Guif o Hsico
Veracra ang Tabasto ek saore e Zapotec and
Maya people rose to prominence elsewhere in the
region. Until now, the Olmec were known mainly for
colossal stone heads they scuptured and
displayed at monumental buildings in their uiing
cities.9

Several paired sequences of signs have prompted
specuiation tha the text may contain couplets of
poety.

Experts who have examined the symbols on the stone
slab said they would need many more examples
before they could hope o decipher and read what is
written. | appeared, they said, that the symbols in the
inscription were unvelated o later Mesoamerican
scripts, suggesting that this Olmec writing might
been praciiced for only a few generalions and may.
never have spread to surrounding cufures.

Beyond advanced linguistic and literary systes, the
Olmecs also seemed to have possessed advanced
knowledge of mathematics and navigation.

Astronaut Gordon Cooper became interested in the
Olmecs amng i fralyears wilh NASA. Durirg &
treasure-hunting  expedition in

encounted Omec. nine, atich led o a sirting
discovery.

One day, accompanied by a National Geographic
photographer, we landed ina small pane on an isiand
inthe Gulf of Mexico.

Loca rsidrts pired ot 0 s piranid-shpad
ounds, where we found ruins, artfacts and bones
Onho varminalons back In Toas, 6 arlacts wore
determined o be 5,000 years old. When we learmed
of the age of the ariifacts we realized that what we'd

found The Olmec Riddies H 13

e nohing o o wihsevericentertuy Span

| conacied o Mexican govemmer o s putin
touch heai of e mafonal 8 archaeology
dspar\mem Petio Bush Romaro 10

Togeter with Mexcan arcieecioges, e o
tumed to the s

After some excavating, Cooper wites,

The age of the nins was confimed: 3000 B.C.
Compared wih ober avanced czators eleiely

litte was known about the Olmec. Engineers, farmer

arisare, and iradrs, o Omecs had & remankabe



civilization. But it is sl not known where they
i ‘Among the findings that intrigued me
most were celestial navigation symbols and fomuias
that, when translated, tumed out to be mathematical
fornuas sed to s day for nvigation and accralo
nstelations, some of which woud not

5o offelly discoversd” untl e ago of modem
we celestial navigation signs if

y weren't navigating celestially?

And he asks: ‘I someone had helped the Olmecs with
this knowledge, from whom did they get t2"11

The enigmas left behind by the Olmecs are
staggering. | stark contrast to nearly every
‘assumption held about pre-Columbian cultures, much
edderce swgoess hat people fom _distnt
civiizations arrived on the continents discovered” by
plorers Such s Lo centries before,

Can a similar influence be found in North America?
And if 50, did it il exist during the joumey made by
Lewis and Clark?

Two
Fiorida and the
Fountain of Youth

Meriwether Lewis wasn't the first intrepid adventurer
o suffer a dark fate while discovering secrets on the
American continent. In 1508, sixieen years. after
Columbus's first voyage, Juan Ponce de Leon
discovered gold on the island of Puerto Rico. Withina
short span of time, the people of the island paradise
were extnct. Many died in batle defending their
homeland. Others succumbed to diseases incured
during their_enslavement by foreign invaders who
came to explot rich stores of goid ore and other
precious resources. Like Lewis, his discoveries
made Ponce de Leon an instant celebrity and one of
the richest men n the New Workd,

Boasting a sighty less glorious early career than
Lewis, de Leon had begun his naval career as

pirate for hire, attacking ships belonging 1o the Moors.
This experience eamed him a chance to undertake

joumey to the Americas al the same time that
Christopher Columbus was making his second trp to

excursion financed by the king and queen of Spain.
De Leon sailed from the port of Cadiz and artived on
a Caribbean isiand dubbed Hispaniola, composing
the island that is now host 1o the Dominican Republic
and Hail, 1o begin his own series of explorations.

Like Lewis, de Leon was a fearless adventurer who
reveled inthe 14

Florida and the Fountain of Youh H 15

chance 1o serve his superiors by exploring the
Amedcan corinent n sesrch o fches, H el at
Hispariola mar explorer's first connection wi
i relon alleged o host e foutanof youn. Was t
here that de Leon first heard of the fabled well? O
had he already been exposed to this legend during
his days of looting Moorish ships?

Today, preserved in Aflamiado, is the oldest known
story that mentions the mythical fountain. & is a poem




by the Muslims in an encoded language. The
posmis tated AL Dhug al Quarain

o means ‘Aarder the Two Homed” i Artic &
tells the story of Alexander the Great going to

of darkness 1o find a fountain of youth. R s, Pnssmle,
and some have speculated, that de Leon was aware
of these lales via his exploration of Moorish and
Muslim customs. The fourtain was aiso mentioned as
part of the “Apocryhal Letter of Prester John' that
appeared in 1165 in Euope. Three hundred years
lat id ing they col

enticed by similar legends told by island natives. The

exuberance enjoyed after the discovery of new lands
ve easily encouraged de Leon (o believe that

if anyone could find this legendary fountain, he could.

Afler difing pst e Baramas an e Florida Keys,
e Leon made landfal on the North American
o, vivon o ook initall for an island
Thinking he was sill in the Caribbean, de Leon
dropped anchor and went ashore somewhere north of
what woud become the city of St. Augustine.

D 1514 do Leon retumed to Spain to ropart s

findings. The fountain of youth
e s s, o asseios, and o kg gt ween
were convi Leon coud find iL On his next

excursion de Leon sailed with two hundred men and
enough supplies to establish a colony. He landed on
the west coast of Florida near what woud become
Charlotte Harbor and was attacked by Calusa
natives.

A poisonous armow wounded de Leon, and most of
the Spanish soldiers and colonists were killed. Like

where de Leon died rom his wounds a month later.

Colridetay i i il discovry and i i st

battle, de Leon had crept wihin a short distance of
i areas o deep restwaler sources n Forda; one
is near the ity of St Augustine and another in
Zephyhills. The site of hs last battie with the natives
was a short distance away fom the \Warm Mineral
‘Springs of North Port, Florida.

These massive springs fun two thousand feet deep.

Despite o gresome scufle and o dealh of do
rch for the The

(1478-1528) attempted an expediton from Cuba but
was caught in a huricane. The fleet of ships was
destroyed, and the sunivors washed ashore near
modern-day Tampa Bay. Only a man by the name of
Cabeza de Vaca and thirty companions suvived.
“Their intertion was to reach a Spanish seftlemert in
Mexico and regroup there, bul afler a batle with
hosiile natives they rafted their way into southwestern
Texas. Traveling west along the Colorado River, de
Vaca and the sunivors of the il-fated epedion

i buffalo. med
= Bter and pubished s slnry v
bestseller o ts ime.

In it there are references to encourters with giants,
which coinci-dentally was a recuing theme in Native
American folklore. De Vaca's astounding tales
mention an encounter during a aid.

When we atlempted to cross the large lake, we came
under heawy attack from many giant Indians
conceaiod berind ees. Some. of o men were
wounded in this confictfor which the good armor they.
wore did not avail. The Indians we had so far seen are
allarchers.

‘They go naked, are large of body, and appear at a
distance like gians.

They are of admirable proportions, very spare and of
great activity and strength. The bows they use are as



e e e e o o
which ey discrarge at wo pace:
Gt procsion ey i noti 1

Fiorida and the Fountain of Youth H 17

In 1539 Hemando De Solo sailed rine ships into
Tampa Bay. As they ventured inland, they
encounered e fiendy Tmucuars, Lvas customary
for the explorers to ensure their safety by ho
capie the ibalcies. Tis v done dmmmaucauy,
as an invitation. Afler some reluctance

Sareerio ocome De Sets s guest”

When the natives reaiized becoming guests meant
being tumed into slaves, the local ribes, led by Chief
Copafi of the Apalachee, sparked an uprising. After
weeks of warfare the chief was finally captured in a
battle near what would become Tallahassee. He was.
described as a man of monstrous proportions.

‘Some of these legends of giants and the search for
the fountain of youth are being cast in new ight tharks

the work of researcher Duane K. McCulough.
McCulough has found diflerent rock islands within

sea sals. These
are atiibued o tidal pressure and seasonal
freshwater flushing from the Everglades, collecting
and mixing within the aquatic pathways that run
s in the coral bedrock of the upper

Flotda Keys, McCulougis mssarch siggests tat
these rare sea sals contained traces of gold, whichis
generaly greatly iluted in seaviter.

Because gold could have been concentrated as a salt
by the evaporation of seawater in nearby Fiorida Bay,
‘and futher collected as a heavy metal at the bottom of
other basiniike lagoons, it could have been mixed into
the local springwaters of the area. This discovery,
together with a new understanding of the hezhh
benefits of dietary gn\d salts and ho

improve cel mermery, shads new it on e o8
legend of waters that impart immortaiy.

Nutious salts_are common in almost all briny
lagoons i the Caribbean. Sulfr, when bonded to a
metalic element, creates salts such as calcium
ulfat

Science has discovered that tissue salts and several
other important salt compounds are 18 H Florida and
the Fountain of Youth useful in mainaining proper
el F ey ar ot suppie a5 par o ou dalyclet.
the process of aging accelerat

These clements do not oxidize at al, and when
concenirated by the uique evaporation and flushing
Prosss o Floride By ey creel 8 golden shir et

neutalize the aging process if assimilaled
propory. Rosearch by MCuloogh ard omars nas
helped revive a new inferest in the fountain of youth.
Some historians specuiate that early Spanish
explorers may have been close to discovering these
wondrous waters, missing them in some instances
only by miles.

American magician David Copperfield claimed he

in 2006,

of iife again. Bugs or insects that are near death
come in contact with the water, they l fly away. ¥'s an

further information has been offered.

Proparty devloper Michael Baumann puchased an
apartment complex in wn Niami for $8.5
ko 1 9% Ho. plmed 1o b o oy

condominium inits place. After tearing down the older



apartments on the property, he was obliged to
commission a routine ai
site. Bob Car of the Miami-Dade Historic
Presenvation Division was calied in to conduct the
excavation. They discovered holes that had been cut
into the imestone bedrock.

Surveyor Ted Riggs, upon examining the layout of

e holes, the-orized they were part of a circle thirty-
eight feet in diameter. Excavation of the path he laid
out revealed that there were indeed twenty-four holes
forming a perfect circle in the limestone. Examination
of earth removed from the sife led 1o the discovery of

stone ax heads to human teeth and charcoal from
fires,

Florida and the Fountain of Youth H 19

‘The Miami Circle represents the only evidence of a
prefistoric permanent structure cut into the bedrock of
the United States.

Signs of an ancient civilzation in the Americas
predating Columbus's era and the naiive tribes are

Jouthor mapping h ale of Floiga beHevmg itto be
an island, opened the door to further exploration. That
exploration unearthed the remains of a city and an
eariwork conpler. dubbed Big Mownd. wich s

tuated between the Florida Everglades and the
Piey Fatwooos

¥ 7

Three
The mysteries of the.
mississippi mound Bulders.

Hemando De Soto's encounters with giants continued
as he pushed further inland in 1539. Traveling with
e hn s Ircied men s o red Hses,

he trekked through North Florida, the souther
swamps of Goorga, and the falocked aroronds
of wesler Alabam:

Rodrigo Ranjel, De Soto's private secretary, wrote a
diary detailing the expedition. The new lands they
explored were rued by the Native American chief
Tuscaloosa

“De Soto and fifteen soldiers entered the vilage, and
as they rode in, they saw Tuscaloosa stationed on a
high place, seated on a mat Around him stood one
hundred of his noblemen, alldressed in richly colored
sleeveless cloaks and graceful feathers.” writes
Ranjel of his encounter with the magnificent tribal
leader. “Tuscaloosa appeared to be abot fory years

ook of ferocity and grandeur of spirit. He was the
tallest and most handsomely shaped ndian that they.
saw during all their ravels.”

The diary, first published in 1547, gives a concise
account of failed peaceful negotiations ~ and
subsequent mayhem.

‘As the cavaliers and officers of the camp who
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forward and amanged themselves in his
reserce. Tcaioosa ook ot 16 slightest rotice of
them. He made no move to rise even when De Soto
approached.” Ranjel tells us that Tuscaloosa was
seated on top of a mound at one end of the square,
like that of a king. *Afer a few days of taking and
watching colorful war dances, Tuscaloosa Joined De
Soloon buir qusst owerds Wb, Wi on e sl
two_ soldiers tumed up missing,

questioned Tuscaloosa about their Vheroabouts, po
repled that they were not the white men's keepers."1

Rarjel then describes the Spaniards’ approach

towed Mobls. Th scous ode ot Do Solo and

Native Americans had gathered for

lebsHlon Do Sotp brave an ot approached ho

its high walls. A welcoming committee of

paiisd vartors, el in Tobes of sk and

headpieces with vibrantly colored feathers, came out

to greet them. A group of young Native American

maidens followed, dancing and singing to music
played on crude instruments.

De Soto_entered the town with his most trusted
soldiers, Tuscaloosa, and the chiefs entourage. The
i

Several of them were described as large enough to
hold atleast one thousand people.

Urknown to De Soto, more than two thousand Native

American warriors stood in concealment behind the

walls. After some of the chiefs from the town Joined

him, Tuscaloosa withdrew irto the vilage, wam-ing
‘Solo with a severe look to leave at once.

Under a hail of arrows, De Solo and most of his men

the vilage. After regrouping and
devising their slralegy, the Spaniards gained enlry to
the vilage, set fire 1o the buiklings, and massacred
the citys inhabitans.

Despite the death and devastation, Tuscaloosa
escaped. Riding deep into unknown lands, De Soto
and his men marched to capture him. The giant chief
disappesred, and e prsing Spariards found ary
o ar\du n | Sles i massive mourd

uwmn the
g sspamawmme Mlssws\pw Vatey

22 H The Mysteries of the Mississippi Mound
Builders Professor Robert Silverberg, who has written
extensively about Native American history, saj

The Mississippi mound builders seemed o already
ave boen decinng when the Spaniards. came
ive Americans of the Southeast sid
m\o o amiio way of ife. Huge mounds were
nger bull, around the old mounds the familiar
festvas e fumi soni b hollowy, unti their
mearing was forgotien and the villagers o longer
knew that it was their own great-greatgrandfathers
who had but the mounds. Al of the Native Americans.
of the Temple Mound regions had only faint and foggy
notions of their own history.2

Silverberg suggested that the mounds stretche
farbackinto aniauty bt ey vererot b by et

From Oklahoma to northem Georgia, explorations of
these mounds have unearthed a variety of items,
ra simple shells, ceram-ics, a
pipestones to exravagart ceremorial copper axes.
Hundreds or perhaps thousands of mounds were buit
inthe Mississippi Delta

Radiocarbon dating has shown that the decline in the
Mound Builders popuiation began more_than
century before Europeans arived in the region. The
decline and desertion of these people is il a
mystery.



Duing e e of the conquistadors, thre was oy
one. Group of southeastem Natve Amer
sppssrad 1o be able to raco treir rtage back far
 the Mound Builders. These peo

vere e Netches, o dong wih 6 Chocam and
Chickasaw tibes, were the primary travelers of the
natural trail—which they shared with migrating bison,
deer, and other animals—that later becar

that Lewis and Clark made famous. Their empire
sowched o the deka o e swamps of Lousans,
s a stretch of land that Meriwether would

Natchez rebelled unsuccessfuly against the Frenchin
72,

The Mysteries of the Mississippi Mound Builders H
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The few sunivors became scattered among other
southeaster tibes and were looked upon as wise
and gited with mystic power. As did the ancient
sages of the other tbes, the Natchez had legendary
tales ofimders o egionon e aber side of e

The Natchez described the mounds as the
ok ofeatorpoane.

s o eary sxloraion of America coniuad, ters
merg ning evidence of a

tzmgon e Aricas . preceded the nafives
encountered by eary explorers. The explanation for
oddiios such 25 2 raco of giants would roqre &
long-estabiished _intellectual and

lehgmus dogma Iseemed less of a task (o continue
t the belef that the Native Americans
oot by Christopher Columbus were the
original mound buiders. In 1881 the Smithsonian

supports the theoretical framework known as.
cursl Gksionism, which, 58 v e ssen in
chapter 1, is the simple and logical belief that
throughout history people interacted via woridwide
ravels and trade.

Whle e Sritsonan may have spert e beterpat
manipulating research and selectively
seques!em\g nalive artifacts to support th theory that

unremarkable tibe, growing evidence poinis o the
contrary.

Duing the 18005 the contents of many mounds were
revealed 1o include the remains of huge men with
estmaed el ofsoven o g e, e 4
rmor with swords
oved west ey came. acoss. a0 rpored
Gountess mounds. At the time it was not uustal fo
find stories or artckes in local newspapers about
discovres of th romsins of arecty poporianed

gianis. As land was dleared for seffement and
agncmuve some suggested trat hese mounds and
s of andient

cros S edatod known pae s, Tioes et
greeted early pioneers told of a long-extinct race of
giants.

H The s of th Mississios Moud
Buiders Oniohoron Rots haron o

e frs ot we had about e posite exitece of
chsl oo of el shong
Sopisticated. pecple, was

indoctrination about evolution and were astonished
about what they found and honestly reported it3

How did these bits of knowledge alluing to the
existence of prehistoric races in the Americas get



excluded from public education?

Consider that prior (o the establishment of the federal
Department of Education, the Smithsonian nstitution
was looked upon as the guardian of the physical facts
t have shaped our culture—the cultre of a New
World. At the time, the Smithsonian and its poical
and scenifc endeavor wers o0 cugrovh of e
federal poliics of the early most. notably
oot wih b scatod ctan pmmem

Clark_expedition in 1804 considered the
cccupaton of e American contnent 1 be the o er
impediment (o the creation of the New Worid. And
while Thomas Jefferson is well known for bei
fascinated by and support-ve of the so-called Indians,
he also recognized that they represented a threat to
westward expansion.

While Lewis and Clark were gathering information
about native peoples and exploring potential trade
routes west, Jefferson was developing a plan to get
the natives out of the way—in what would later
become a government policy known as indian
Removal

The Mysteries of the Mississippi Mound Bilders H
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“The first component of is plan involved encouraging
natives to adopt agriculral practices, which woud
reduce their territorial hunting areas. He hoped then
that government agents would be able o convince
natives 1o sell their surplus land,

e second componentwas an ampfiaton of e

first and involved encouraging natives 1o adopt a
Europeansiie ancutural economy. in ropes. that
they woud become dependent on trade with
European setters. That dependence, in tum, coud be
used as leverage against natives who resisted seling
their land

‘The third component of hs plan involved estabiishing

nto spending themselves into debt, That debt, in tum,
would be forgiven in exchange for tribal lands, which
would be appropriated by the federal govemment.

Many tribes, including members of the Choctaw,
Creek, and Cherokee tibes, willuly adopted
European cuiture. They assimilated _thoroughly.
buldmg ook and chueches and _ crestig

vemment stuctures that resembled those of the
Um(sd St of Amorca. Bt seflvsan o agents

f the American govemment met with increasing
Tosistance rom Gter bes

In 1803—the same year that the Louisiana Purchase

was announced, and the same year that Lews was

chosen as the leader of the westward expedition—

Jefferson sent a letter to the then governor of the

Indiana Termtory, Wiliam Herry Harrison, outiring his
n for removing the remaining resistant nafives.

o promote this disposition to exchange lands, which
they have to spare and we wart, for necessaries,
which we have 1o spare and they wart, we shall push

infleential individuals among _ther in debl,
because we obsene that when these debls get
eyond wha the individuals can pay, they become

willing to lop them off by a cession of ands. ... In this
way our settiements will gradually circumscribe and
approach



theirlands.
ove ratives from

rem

ntofhis plans to

pone

core com

asa

Territory

Louisiana d

envisione

as Jefferson

Thom

The Mysteries of the Mississippi Mound Builders H
27

the Indians, and they will in ime either incorporate
with s as citizens of the United States, or remove
beyond the Mississippi. The former is certainly the
termination of their history most happy for themseves;
but, in the whole course of this, it is essentia to cul-
vate their love. As to their fear, we presume that our
strength and their weakness is now so visible that

they must see we have only to shut our hand to crush
them, and that all ou iberaites to them proceed from

the seizing the whole country of that tibe, and driving
them across the Mississippi, as the only condition of
peace, wo.

furtherance of our inal consolidation.4

This letter outines that last part of Jefferson's grand
design, which included a notion that wouid become
known as land exchange; this involved trading tribal
land in the eastem portion of the continent for land
west of the Mississippi—what was then known as the



e e e oo oo
Purctase) Latr, ths practce woud
ncoptual foundation for the Indian Remora Ac o

Jefferson decared his intentions (o use the Louisiana
Teritory as a dumping ground for displaced natives
clearlyina leter to John C.

Breckinridge during the summer of 1803,

The best use we can make of the country for some
time, will be to give establishmens in t o the Indians
on the East ic o h Misip, n exchange for heir
peesentcourty, o open e ofces n e st

e this acquisition the means of iling up the
Eastomsido, nstoad of rawing of 5 popuadon's

Although Jefferson also had been a vocal proponent
of natives’

robity mligerce, and oqaly for decades, his
philosophical perspectives were Seemingly tumped

west, both as an emissary and as a scout

Itaiso follows that Lewis's appoiniment as govemor of
the Louisiana Terrtory was, at least in part, granted
because Lewis had spent years siudying and
negotiating with native tribes. He was wel suited for
overseeing the task of relocating tibes o their new
“homes" in Louisiana.

As a seasoned naturaiis, he also was well suited for
overseeing the various tribes' raining in European-
style agricultral pracices.

Jefferson's move to “civiize” the natives out of their

as Progressive Social Evoluionary Theory, taken up
by one John Wesley Powell, who woud come to exert
great influence over United States public policy as
head of several govemment agencies.

Powsl began o et 1ol nfuerce bogining in

was named director of
Sivconan,vetitionts Buvaau of  American
Ethnology, which he helped cre:

Like Jefferson and other “enlightened” predecessors,
Powell held seemingly contradictory beliefs about the
native peoples of America.

Powell had been an ardent defender of native
peoples, lived and worked among them, and worked
tirelessly to preserve their culure and lands.

nwas e pursutitied Powsltolobby Congress 1o
the way federal agencies deall wil
ccaustion e process, 1 ad o mur\dwammr
the creation of the United States Geological Survey
and the Smithsonian kstituion's Bureau of American
Ettnology. Thismonumenal task_consolidated a

base for Powell and his associates in the scientiic
community.

By ms wotk begun by Jefferson and Lews,
of e cutres and elors o

it Seemingly beloved. et Euro

Aemercan e, hod become n aftel overmmert

Powell was now at the helm of the Bureau of
American Ethnology, a member of the House
Appropriations Committee, and ako stongly The
Mysteries of the Mississippi Mound Builders H 29

alied win th National Academ of Scinces. Ho had
grown from being a man In the field to being a
member of the estabhsnmem 2nd aiven his rew
status, he went along with.



nd at the end of the day, a racist; he believed that
ratives, while 735cmanrg in their own right, were
inherently inferior to Europeans. This belef,
championed. by the eme.wg science  dubbs

logy, and later antivopology, became
pseudoscientific and philosophical justfication for the
decimation of native tibes, the plundering of natural
resources, and the ever.growing list of horrfic
comsequences of wesard exparsion begin by
Jefferson and Lews

Lee Baker, professor of culural anthropology and
Affican American studies at Duke  University,
summarizes: Industializing America ted

explain the calamilies created by unbridied westward,
overseas, and industial expansion. ~Afthough

The daily experience of squalid conditions and sheer
mr made mary Amdears | rakce e
niradictions between industrial capitalism and the

demncram: ideals of equality, freedom, and justice for

Legislators, university boards, and magazine moguis
found it useful to_explain this ideological crisis in
terms of a natural hierarchy of class and race caused

struggle for st
individuals o races advanced while the. inferior
became eclipsed.

Professional anthropology emerged in the midst of
this crisis, and the people who used anropology to
iy raciem, n um, provided o irsiutona!

for the field. By the last 30 H The
Mystenes of he Misissppi Mourd Bidors decade

the olury, college  departmer

Dm!essmna\ omemmnuns and spocisized pumats

ished for anihropology. The study of
oo acon of markind bocarn compatane 1
geology and physics. These institutional apparatuses,
along with powerlu representatives in the American
Associson orthe Adrcamert of Scircs (AAAS).

prestigious  universities, ar\d Smithsonian
Instiution,  gave  anthropolos e *ocndome
crodenas a4 5 discipine i the Unitod Saies.

budding discipine gained power and prestige
because ethologists articulated theory and research
that resonated wilh the dominant discourse on race.6

In an aricke witten for American Anthvopologist in
1888, tited

rom Bathara o Chikaon” Foul made ta
iows shou retves so<aled bdan Poblem
7y car. n seting orn o ks of e
Lo isaion, it bocomes necessary o conine tho
exposition . _ . 1o one great stock of people—the
ryan Race’7

This iew—tht rative and Atican Amrican rsces
inherenty inferior o Europeans—becar
ineiuionatzed tharke 1 Powel and powerl aies
of his, including Powelf's mentor, ethnologist, lawyer,
senator, and raiload baron Lewis Henry Morgan:
finance ord and museum magnate George Foster
Peabody, publisher, AAAS president, and key
developer of the Depariment of Anthropology at the

and influe
who worked trelessly to produce scientfic rationale
forsegregation and mistieatment of African

The views created by these so-called vanguards of
cutural study persist, and ony now have begun to
unravel in the face of modem inquiy.

n ing the past several decades,
ammemugma\ and ethnic studies have eroded. and



exampl,rave clected and preserted oidenco rat
mlles mokied s shepad e e, cresed

jes and systems The Mysteries of the
Mlsswsswpp\ Mound Builders H 31

of government, instituions, advanced agricultural
praciices, public sani-tation, plumbing and _other
artifacts previously believed to be the sole province of
nratives.

In his book 1491: New Revelations of the Americas.
Before Columbus, Mann notes that there is a

cohort of scholars that in recent years has radicaly
challenged convertional notions of what the Western
Hemisphere was like before Columbus. When | went
o high school, in the 1970s, | was taught that Indians
came to the Americas across the Bering Strait about
thirteen thousand years ago, that they lived for the
most part in small, isolated groups, and that they had
50 litte impact on their environment that even after
milennia of habitation that continerts remained
mosty wilderess. Scmo\s s impan e same
ideas today. One 72 the vi

o bo o say

this picture of indian e is wrong in almost every
aspect. Indians were here far longer than previously
though, these researchers believe, and in much
greater numbers. And they were so successfu at
imposing their will on the landscape that in 1492

marked by humarkind . . . some researchers—many.
it ot af from an older generaton—derde te now
theories as fantasies arising from an almost willl
misinterpre-tation of data and a perverse kind of
politcal correctness 8

wotes the Smithsonian nstitution's. Betty .

n a vast, technologically advanced culture
thatinhabited the region.

1 rave seen o eviderce hat arge rumbers of
people ever lied in Beni. gger’s once told Manr
“Claiming otherwise is just wishul thinking.".

From this reasoning stems a view that Mann dubs
Holmberg’s 32 H The Mysteries of the Mississippi
Mound Builders Mistake," after Allan R Holmberg, a
young doctoral student who studied the bestknown of
the Beni-region atives, the Siriono, during the early
1940s.

The Siriono, Holmberg wrote in an account of his
stuos ited Nomads of o Longhow, were ‘amorg
the most culurally backward peoples of the world.”
They were poor and impoverished, lived without
dotres, tud 1 domesc aninale o msica
instruments, no art or design, and no discemable

“quintessence’ of ‘manin the raw state of nature "10

Holmberg also believed that this was the state the
Siriono lived in for thousands of years. That s, unti
they encountered Spanish explorers and stepped into
the river of modem history.

wrong ina way that is instrucive, even exemplary."1 1

Like Powell and other misguided founders of modern
arehaeolgy and antopdioqy Hormberg negected
to consider more recent influences on the character



sophisticated culture that had been wiped out by

smalipox and influenza in the 1920s. Some 95

percent of the Siriono, he neglected to consider, had

beenllled by diseass or oun o psoncamps by

® Bolian govermmend st e bahgst o e catte
howers aKing over e Ben

The Beni was no anomaly. For almost five cenuries,
Holmberg's take—the ~supposition _that _Native
Americans fived in an eleral, unhistoried state—held
sway in scholarly work, and from there fanned out to
Bgh oo len booke,  Hobood medes,

wspaper The Mysteries of the Mississippi Mound
B H3

ariicles, environmental  campaigns,  romantic
adventure books, and sik-screened T-shirs. t existed
inmany forms and was embraced by those who hated
Indians and those who admired them. Holmberg's
Mistake explained the colonists’ view of most Indians
as incurably vicious barbarians; ts mirmor image was

dreamy stereotype of the Indian as Noble
Savage.

Itis here—in the myth of the Noble Savage—hat we
encounter the dark side of cultral diffusionism. I is
important to note that while new evidence pointing to
pre-Columbian contact in the Americas is fascinating,
much of the discussion of pre-Columbian contact with
various Anglo-Saxon, African, and Asian peoples has
been used to denigrate natives as wel

Some scholars contend, for example, that modern
diffusionist researchers have simply circled back
around to an old view—that native people weren't
able to develop their own, advanced technologies and
systems and that discoveries of advanced civiization

point in antiquity. Like early American seters, many
diffusionist theorists have trouble accepting the notion

a infra
systens. n e case of e nesonst vewpot,

ly innocent and pure, fing in an
|dyﬂ|c "hough il con temptie, peace wit haure,

sealarng cutres such as the Phosnicias or the
Wes

Posilive or negative,” wites Mann, ‘in both images.
Indians lacked what social scientists call agency—

s in their own right, but passive
recipients of whatever windfals or disasters happen-
stance putin their way."13

John Wesley Powel,

ms, fell victim to_both

Mississippi Mound Buiders was a welkintentioned
researcher and a friend of the rafive people. k was in
this role that Powell, paradoxically enough, shunted
exploraion of he Missssipp Nounds ro e narow

rfines of independent  inventionist  theory, the
anithosis ofhe iaionst v,

Once appointed to lead the Smithsorian's Bureau of
American Etology (BEA) in 1879, Powell began
Dliing his acadomo et

Three years after his appoiniment as leader of the
bureau, Powell hired Cyrus Thomas 1o carry out
fieldwork and explorations of the Mississippi Mounds
as head of the BEA's Eastem Mounds Division.

Thomas, a mirister and enlomologist, was said to
Vv beseved @t an ancir aco wee molved in
iding the mounds. But Powel, who had once
exnloved e meunds, belioved svongy et ose
ancestors of the region's native tibes had built the.

Powell may have initially been motivated by his



sympathies for natives and railed against notions that
of Angl r

H

the region had sumised that an ancienl, “superior”
race had bt the mounds, presumably driven by the

out the complex. ancient ciilzations that had built the
mounds. From this, early seters deci were
justified in des-ecrating the mounds and buikding
farms and homesteads on mound sites. They were, it
was reasoned, simply taking back the land on behalf
of more civiized nations that had once been wiped
out by ancestors of the native tribes.

Like Jefferson, Lewis, and others, setlers in
region had used selective interpretation of ot
data to justity their poilical exploits. And fike the
amazing waterways overiooked by Holmberg, the
Cahokia mounds were fascinating, but not fascinating
enough to The Mysteries of the Mississippi Mound
Buiders H35

warrant reconsidering whether to exploitthe land and
people that created them.

The mounds generated so much public interest that
the Bureau of American Ethnology dedicated a
quarter of its budget to their exploration. That work,
overseen by Thomas, spanned twehe years and
produced massive amounts of data from work at
two ms rd sian, b 1854 Thomes
produced a 700-page "Report
Exbrstonsofthe Bursauol Etogy ss par\uﬂhe
ith Amual Report ican

people’s minds: “Were the mounds built by the
ndians?" Thomas concluded, in keeping with his
superiors’ wishes, that natives had indeed bilt the
mounds.

We may never know the true answer to the question,
thanks 1o Powel's seemingly benevolent, and later
ironic, decision 1o reject all evidence that might
contradict his asserion that early America had not
been visited by any European, Afiican, Middle
Eastem, orary other nomAiai, rarnaie peoples
Voluminous amounts of ireplaceable historical data
s et dasoyed, o misplaced 86 a rsuof s
decision.

As author Ross Hamilton explains:

Armed with a self-created docrine powered by ample
funding, and with a litte help later from the one-way.
door 1o the Smithsonian's inaccessible catacombs,
the years that followed saw Powell and his underings
ey succaod inthe beraon of e s roons of
the legendary, mysterious, and anlique class
o uldna peopl. and.fo hat mater ary
people that didn't fit inlo the moid of his theory. This
decision led (0 3 wholesle phnder of mouis and
5. In the process, anything that fit into Powell's

The Mysteries of the Mississippi Mound Builders to
the Appalachian Mountains, but the greatest
concentrations of mounds are found inthe Mississippi
‘and Ohio River Valeys.14

Long bekore Powel arved, the Corps of Discovry

pent the wirter of 1803-04 al a camp near the
Canokia Mounds, and bot Lowis and Giark sport
time exploring several of the more than 200 mounds
that existed near their camp.

On September 10, 1803, Lewis visited the massive



Construction of the mound took nearly a century, and
suted In a massive Structure measuring 62 feet
highand 240 feet in diameter.

The rain ceased about day, the clouds had not
dispersed, and looked very much like giving us a
repeition of the last evening’s frolic, there was but
litle fogg and | should have been able 1o have set out

the sharp reprimand | gave him the everning before for

his negligence and  inattention with respect 1o the

bread and had deserled; in this however | was agre-

ably disappointed, about 8 in the moming he came up
fing]

with him the two men and the bread, they instantyy
embarked and we set out we passed several very
bad riffes this morning and at 11

Oclock six miles below our encampment of last
evening | landed on the east side of the [fver] and
went on shore (o view a remarkable artiicial mound of
earth called by the people in the neighbourhood the
Indian grave. This remarkable arificial mound of earth
stands on the east bank of the Ohio 12 Miles below
Wheeling and about 700 paces from the river, as the
and is not cleard the mound is not visible from the
fiver—this mound gives name 1o two smal creek
called litte and big grave creek which passing about
a half a mile on each side of it and fallinto ohio about
a mile distant from each other the small croek is
above, the mound stands on the most elivated ground
of a large bottom containing about 4000 acres of land
‘The Mysteries of the Mississippi Mound Builders H

the bottom is bounded from N. E. o . W. by a high
range of hills which seem to discribe a simecircle
erund it of wtich e e s he dinater e ks
being moro disant o the mound then e dher,
e moun o e N stands  smal i lately.
Iald out called Elizabethiown there are but six or
1 dweling houses i t 26 yet.in 16 toun e

aro sovoralmaund of o sam Kind of o g one
but not near as large, in various parts of this bottom
the traces of old infrenchments are o seen tho' they
are so imperfect that they cannot be traced in such

myself by giving a discription of the large mound and
fiering some corjectures with regard to the probable
purposes for which they were intended by their
unders; who ever they may have been. the mound is
nearly a reguiar cone 310 yards in circumpherence at
its base and 65 feet high terminating in a blont point

feet, from the aged appeance of this tree I think it's
age might resonably [be] calculated at 300 years, the
whole mound is covered with large timber, sugar tree,

ikormad ¥t ericrg the sathof e prtof ona of

these lessar mourde Wt siands in the lown ¢

Sectons o tws men were foung and some. rase

Seas wer found among e carh o oo bonee

myinformanttold me the beads were sent to Mr Peals

museum in Philadelphia where he believed they now
15

Strangely, the remaining half page and five following
pages of Lewis's descrpton of the mound were e
blank for reasons that remain unexplaine

38 H The Mysteries of the Mississippi Mound
Bilders Spirt Mound inspired Lewis and Clark to
take an eleven-man team 1o explore the soltary,
strange-looking hill that was said at the time to be
inhabited by armed, strange, eighteervinch-tal “itie
devis”



with large heads. The hill, dubbed Paha Wakan by the
Sioux, was a source of awe 1o the Omaha,

Otoes tribes, which believed that the mound was
occupied by spirits that would kil any human that
approached it The Joumals of Lewis and Clark
contain the first wrtten records of Spirit Mound, which
the Corps of Discovery explored on August 24, 1804,
Clark wites,

Capt Lewis and my Sell Concluded 1o visit a High Hill
Situated in an emence Plain three Leagues N, 20°W.
from the mouth of White Stone rver, this hll appear to
be of a Conic form and by all the different Nations in
this quater is Supposed to be a place of Deavels or
that they are in human form with remarkable large
heads and about 18 nches i et thy aro very
watchful and ar arme

ey can kil at  grat istance; hey are sad 0 ki al
persons who are 5o hardy as 1o atiemp to approach
the hill. they state that tradition informs them than
many indians have suffered by these itle people and
‘among others that three Maha men fell a sacrefice to
their murcyless fury not meany years since so much
do the Mahas Souix Otioes and other neibhbouring
nations believe this fable that no consideration is
sufficient o induce them to approach ths il 16

Many scholars dismiss Clark's stories of these "itle
demons” as tales of a failed atiempt to prove a
primitive legend. But some, such s Dr.

Robert Saindon, suggest that Lewis and Clark may.
Vv verarod ko ares et was rcs bt by
honesto-god mystical dwarves. As late as 1977

discoveries of cuious, diminutive, -mummified
remains discovered by locals.

mummy. discovered by gold prospeciors in the
Pedro oiraio, digined boros sin, & low
forel a ful set of teeth, and The
Mys(enes oo Vississipi Mound Butiors 130

eerie eyes. X-rays of the tiny mummy revealed human
vertebrae and a typical, though smaler, adult human
skeletal structure.

One aricle cited by Saindon suggests that native
legends of the litte people indicate the mummified
remains may have been nearly 10,000

years old and that similar skeletons and mummies
have been found as far north as Yellowstone and in
caves near the Colorado border.1

Also steeped in mystery and legend, Ohio's Great

Serpent Mound is by far the largest and most

interesting serpentine effigy mound in the world. Ohio

archaeologist Dr. Wiliam F. Romain, who studied the
mound for decades, writes:

The Serpent Mound acropolis is mauea ina7-8 mie
ide parinads of urglacsled Lesirgon Pli, 880
25 ONlo Blusgrass, tral infues beween

tngaciated Appalachan paioau on the cast, and
glaciated Til Plain on the west. I layman's terms,
‘Serpent Mound was strategicall placed to command
a view of the foothlls of the Appalachian Mountains fo
theeast.and the open, o plns i th west The
Serpent Mound acropolis also sits in a narmow regior

of Nined Mosoprytc rest, bordered by ek, Sugar
Maple and Boeech forests. Mixed Mesophytic forests
are a remnant of the type of forest that once covered
North America in ancient imes.

‘They are made p of a wide variety of trees and plant
e including primarily Sugar Maple, Buckeye,
Basswood and Red Oak, as well as Big-Loaf
Magnolia, American Beech, and Evonymus. The soil
is rich and undisturbed, not too dry and not too mist,
and tends lo be more acidic. This type of forest s fast
disappearing, now remaining only in the eastern
United States and in eastern and central China.

The Serpent Mound also lies near the intersection of

covora ol Inos, nd i an area of trsuel magnetic
activity, combined with an area of unusually infenss

Gty anomales. na o areas whers he mounds



are located are a collection of natural and artificial
Iakes. On the shores of these lakes the natives buit
vast cities. The cities were circular in shape and
surounded by walls Behind the 40 H The Mysteries
of the Mississippi Mound Builders wals, inhabitants
caned out large canals to enable the waters of the
lake or fiver to enter. 18

These carals provided them wih an inexaustibe
Supply of resh water and mad it possible for tem to
maintain a year-round supply of v fish. The canals
also provided transportation.

With amazing skil, the engincers developed an
intemal system of navigation, linking the lakes and
fivers with the various metropoli4an centers of the
region. I also was via these intercomecting
walerways that the cities received needed produce.
The Mississippi River sened as the principal

southem part of the United States are a gift handed
‘down by the pre-Columbian ancestors of the region.

Old public county documents of the diaries and letters
of early setiers mention the unearthing of giant bones
inland being developed.

Today we may ot koow who the Mourd Buders
but the answer may have been known two
Pundied years ago. A& previusly doscrbed. as tme

m\elesmd in presenting a different view of the history
would Meriwether Lewis's ongoing
e aaie oo

Four
Lewis and clark and the
Joumey West

Thomas Jeflerson was known to have in his own
personal library the most accurate and complete
collection of books and maps cataloging the West.
His father, Peter Jeferson, was a skiled cartographer
‘and surveyor. In Virginia, surveyors enjoyed prominent
Staus and had plenty of opporunly (o become

idoviners as il Anyon who vianted fo oiainfte
1o an area of fand ha o deal with a surveyor. b many
cases, a surveyor's knowledge of the land would
gamer im omployment. reproseriing large land
Gomparies, Suveyors were also among the best-
educated Virginians, and it was not unusual for them
1o acqure large estales fom the. opportnities
afforded by their profession.

Before 1755 the lands west along the Alegheny

Mountains had not been settied. Land ownership in

Virginia was necessary for the setlement of the area
growing prosperity of the colonial lanter.

The colonies were thiving, and the assurance of
westward _expar depended largely on the
incentive of land ownership. The expansion west was
ot just expected. It was being carefully laid out

People setting in what was known then as the
Northem Neck were required to oblain a suvey
warrant from the Northern Neck Proprietary Office for




a setamount of acreage in a specific location.
a

42 H Lewis and Clark and the Joumey West The
survey waant, issued directy from the office 1o the
county sunveyor, instructed the suneyor 1o make a
‘just and true” survey of the land, offcially determining
‘and fimiting its boundaries.

i 1740 Potr flrsan foundd the Loy L
Compary of Virgnia along wih arober flow
Virgian and dose ne\ghbnr Thomas Meriwet

Allegheny Mountains. In addition to Peter Jefferson

snd Thomss Mervstat e Loyal Land Compar
luded rs and familes of high

s, magna(es andlarge landowners.

The Loyal Land Company of Virginia received
200000 acres m 1746,

They had plans to fund expeditions west in 1753, just

four years after forming the comy

unfortunately had to be abandoned indefinitely when

the French and indian War broke out, Peter Jefferson

rever realized his dream of exploring the West. He

cied an o familyranch and et i rge esat 0
fourteen-year-old son Thor

Immediately afler his father's death, Jefferson began

nding what was considered the finest school in
Albemarke County, Virginia, under the tulelage of Rev.
James Maury. Maury was known in the area as a
Gmat tseche of chtsic edcaton, weh ss morsk

clergyman also promoted setting the West. Most of
the boys attending the school boarded there because
itwas too far to come and go each day from home.

Consequently, strong friendships were formed. Many
of the young men educated by Reverend Maury would
90 on o become great personages in the molding of
the mas Jefferson lve
miister and his faily for two years, and the influence
Mauy had on the young Jefferson is evident in the
latter's passion for geography and the exploration of
was a passion Jefferson maintained even
as his poliical career evolved steadily from gowmor
ice presiden, to_president. I is worth nofing tha
arorer ure presmem James Madison had beena
pupil of Reverend Maur

Lewis and Clark and the Joumey West H 43

In 1784 Jeflerson intoduced to Congress an
ordinance that allowed new states o be formed from

thinking. Jefferson subscri of these
theories, known as Symmetrical Geography, which
suggested that the raphy of

that west
American coninent mirrored the eastern haif—iteraly

t mountains, rivers and waterways of the eastern
and westem portions of America were identical, or at
Jsssromarkably imiar. o wory ncoded s bedet

in the so-called Long River, which was thought to
comprise  seriesof Tierocing akes an s et
would provide a water foute west ong River

ogond was lato roplaced by & befl in two vers
running east and west that converged (o create a
waterway that would be abe 1o carry explorers to the
Pacific Ocean.

ina tne vhen mostof e popuadn ed vtin oty
s f he Al Ocean,Congres disapproved of

g ey discovered ncs 1 ba Ghen siatss
ol hatof o ongal sites

Undeterred, Jefferson helped sponsor the French



botanist André Michaux in hopes of finding the
quickest route to the Pacific Ocean

This expediion collapsed near the Mississippi,
suffering from political conspiracies and paranoia.

The French, Sparish, and Native Americans were
fighting westward expansion, but Jefferson pressed
on with a steady resobe. He had @ numbor of
interests and was endlessly studying, never resting,
knowing that Great Britain or any ofher nation coul
claim land on the sl he and his Revolutionary War
brethren fough o protect.

In the beginning of 1801, with the holp of the
Amaricen Prcsoptica Soclety, an instittion for

nowledge created by Benjamin Frarkiin, Jefferson
ﬁmny took the firstreal steps westward.

He chose his private Secretary and personal protégé,
Meriwether Lewis, (0 lead the expedition.

44 H Lewis and Clark and the Joumey West Lewis
was sentto Philadelphia, where he personally studied
under some of the sharpest minds of his time. The
preparation called for an intensive review of botany,

mpari
Spanish conquistadores, _ stockpiing  riles
‘ammunition, and secuing the proper insiruments and
equipment.

taking and collection of notes o
discaverod pants, anmels, and minorals was of reat

and were pioneering sons of distinguished familes.
Jefferson practically watched Lewis grow up.

Bom on the family farm August 18, 1774, Meriwether
Lewis had ived just miles from Jefforson's Monticolo.
Lewis vas bom o parens of igh prominence in
central Virgi mas r had o sbings
o marien o e Lowi 1 oy, and M
unce had handied Jefferson's relafions umm Tie
years of diplomatic sendce in Paris. When
Mertvetr vas fie, s aher died of preuona

His mother remarried, moving the entire farily south
10 Georga.  was duing tht 5o Lewis ceveoped
s Sdis s a tackar hoto gatreer
outdoor

Hunting at night alone with his dogs, the ten-year-old
Lewis developed a lifolong passion for the earth's

young boy, Lewis was sensitive 1o the piight of the
naives.

Meriwether retumed to Virginia in his early teens to
be educated.

But when he firished his formal schooing, he opted to
retum (o the family famm rather than contine on to

used farmers to rebel, Riots spread inthe colonies.
During August 1794, President Washington mobilized
thirleen thousand _miliiamen from Virginia, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryiand. Lewis, who was
woried about Lowis and Clark and tha Joumey Woet
H4s

the safety of his land, quickly enlisted. The revolt was
uneventul and quickly suppressed. Lews, however,

found some excitement in the promise of travel
and decided to remain with the army. Serving under
General Wayne during the Batte of Fallen Timbers,
Lewis arrived after the siaughter just in time for the
signing of the Treaty of Greenile.

‘The landmark treaty was a success for the western
corlederacy but 2 ad o for e Nalve Americans
6 over Ohio, the future site o
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campaign that Lewis met Willam Clark for the first
ity Tnsanty forged  Gecp bord.

Lewis was the consummate adventurer—curious,

was as comforiable in battle as he was in the
aboratory, in the libary, or in the field. Al heart he
was a soldier and an adverturer, but he had spent so
much tme in mpany of leamed men like
Jefferson that his rough edges had been refined.

Lewis also was known for mood swings and
occasional fils of melancholy. He is altematively
described by various biographers as sensitive, brash,
selfaware, poetic, driven, depressed, fearless, and
easiy angered.

He was also characterized as hard to get along with
and seems to have held many of the racist tendencies
that characterized men of his day.

His treatment of Sacagawea, for example, was often
described as conde-scending and dismissive.

Clark was also bom in Virginia, the inth of ten
chidron fom Englis ana Seoish arcesiy Urlke
the Lewis family, the Clarks did not have a drop of
aistoraic blood. As i most hidren of i era

Jark was home-schooled. Shy, a\ and self
oo b preferred reading roona o swamg
At ffteen, his family moved to Kentucky, where Clark
uimately woud break out of his shell. Leaming

Iderness sunival tactcs, he began to prepare for
his inevitable calling.

Clark had five older brothers, all with hardened

was o easy task, considering that one of his brothers
was a general duing the American Revolutionary

46 H Lowis and Clark and the Joumey West Clark's

raids by the Wea natives.
Wiliam Clark began his miltary career by
volunteering to help_push tribes ot of Kentucky in
order to secure the Ohio River. Kentucky milltia made

be a good soldier, showing his unmatched expertise
in mapping and tracking new lands whie
commanding toops and wiming baties. He wes
praised for his leadership. But afler seven years,

harshness of nonstop conflcts took their tol and S
pre-maturely retired, claiming poor health.

As Clark's military career dipped, his friend
Meriwether Lewis seemed to be rockefing straight o
the top. After six years in miltary senice Lewis was
promled fo e ark ofcaplain. A year ter e was
masJefforsor
president i be s e secreary. L wae 1o
happily accepted. ~ After convincing ~ Congress,
dotscis o for el the West wes set In

Lowis, o had beon proparig for s fourey for
what seemed his whole life, was now on the verge of
fr reckong. Mo Know et such & Gargerows
expedmon demanded the preparedness and skills of

Lewis sought fis good friend Wiliam Clark, witing
him a letier and promising Clark would be his co-
captain, The letter enthusiasti-caly detailed the
importance of the expedition. An exciting adventure
and a chance (o be the first o see the Pacific Ocean
from land was an offer 100 good (o refuse. It appears,
in Clars case,ral verung i e rkoown wih
one of his friends, and getting paid to do so, was I
ight remedy for a man who had abandoned mnlwary
life. After weeks passed with no response, Lewis was
ready to move on when he finally received news that



lark indeed would be joining the party. The newly
created Corps of Discovery was setting off on a
mission as important in ifs tme as the moon launch
was for us in ours.
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Left Pitisburgh this day at 11 o'clock with a party of 11

s 7 of which are sokdiers, a pilot and three young
men on tial they having proposed 1o go with me
throughout the voyage.

—August 31, 18031

So began the first joumal enty as Lewis departed
Elizabeth, Pennsyvania, on his magnificentl crafted
55-footlong keelboat. The boat was narrow and fast,
designed to move people swifly upriver.

Almost immediately Lewis was corfronted with
scientific curiosities.

LB Bone Lick, Kentucky, Lewis nelped asist
oforth of

mastodon. Afer e days spem “yng and

the
fortaers s they went as far as nmc\awmwg e mighty
mastodon as America’s national symbol

In December 1803, Willam Clark took the
responsibility of raining the men who had volunteered
o to the Pacific. In a camp set up near present-
day Hartford, linois, he began the task of building a
cooperaie ad vaikit leam. K wes 3 chalerge.
rsidering most of the men ha
anoter Gk g hom ol fors ot of g, 0
march in formation, and o use  their weapons
effectively

The dangers they expected o face were numerous,
and they prepared skilflly for every possible
scenario.

In early 1804 Meriwether Lewis atiended the
ceremony in which the Upper Loisiana Territory was.
ransferred to the United States. n the most awesome
real estate deal in history, the United States took
control of a vast teritory covering 828,800 square

bows, Oksroma, Krsas, Nebaska, pars of
imesota west of the Mississippi River, most of
North Dakota, nezmyal\ outh Dakota, northeastern

New Mexico, portions of Montana, Wyoming, and

Loisiana 48 H Lewis and Clark and the Joumey
West wes ofte Missisipe Rive, kg the iy

Orleans and parts of the Canadian provinces
oAbt and Seekacmenan

In May of 1804 William Clark, the newy formed Corps
of Discovery, and Meriwether Lewis met at St

interpreter, Captain Lewis's beloved dog Seaman,
s arcker gt of sk o el sccorgeny

o Mandn county g tho st wite of e
expedmon Even French boatmen were recruited to
help_manage the boats, which were laden with
supplies.

The expedition’s first few moriths were a rough trial
As the group traveled up the Missouri River, they were
beset with injuries, bitten relentessly by insects, and
beaton down by persistntreat. n Augus 1804 o
Cor Discovery lost a man to_ appendicits.
Fortnately i woud m ot 10 bs the only casualy o

was 1o have the men pull the boat upriver using the
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pulled with ropes by men walking the shoreline.
Rveraging o o hn o o oan i a oy he
slow process was an additional frustration

The first mestings with Native American tribes went
smoothly

Thes s tbes an e ousins of e
tomiories. I roparalon for hess encouriers,Lew
developed an introducory ceremony or bief rual, in
which, dressed in ful uform, they woud irform ihe
ribe's chief that thir land now belonged {0 the United
States and that a man in the East—President
Thomas Jefferson—was ther new “great father” They
would_also present the chief with a peace medal
showing Jeflerson on one side and two_hands
clasping on the other, as well as some form
present. In addiion the corps members woud
perform a kind of parade, or presentation of arms,
during which they woud march in usform and shoot
their gurs.
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Lewis had been warmed of the Toton Sioux. Sioux
it

me
med bt s sl banca of So Dolera
wariors were feared among the French and
Canadian traders. Neighboring tibes were no match

iver,
demanded large amona ot QWE from passmg
rohants.

When Lewis amved, tensions were thick. The
ceremonial display didn't impress the Siouwx. who
knew the Americans sought cortrol of the river. The
Sioux demanded one of the boats from Lewis and
Clark, and when this was denied, the tribe heid the
expedition hostage for thvee drama-filed days. The
Sioux put on a war ceremony for them, complete with
freshiy scalped heads from the neighboring Omaha.
“The psycho-ogical warfare was unbelievable. Nobody
in the expedition knew how fo speak the Sioux
language. The situation was a powder keg waiting to
o Then, on e forth day, Chie Black Bl
of the Sioux granted Lewis and Clark's expedition
Safo paseags n oxcnange. for oxta. iobacc
Relieved that they had survived their first unexpected
obstacie intact, Lewis and Clark were eager finally to
be looking for something that was actually on their
agenda

‘The Missouri and Mississippi Valley area was home
thousands of mounds in prehistory. These mounds

more than just Native American burials, a closer
imestigation of these mounds was of high
importance.

Wit sevrsl men and Lewis's dog Seaman, ey

miles from where they set up camp on the
T T ok cag Wi ol oo explorers;
they were completely overpowered by the heat.

The dog retumed 1o the river, and the men collapsed
at the base of the mound in dire thirst After
rehydrating, Lewis and Clark cimbed 70

feet to the 10p of Spirit Mound. They looked down on

and the Joumey West wilnessed the wild buffalo
roaming undisturbed. The Spirit Mound is one of the
few remaining sites left standing from the original
Lewis and Clark expedition. Jaw slack in amazement,
Lewis made the folowing enlry dated August 25,
804.

rom e op of e Mourd we bahekd s most bkl
iscape; Numerous herds of buffalow

ﬁead\rq i various drectons. o Plain 0 o N W &

N E extends without interuption as far as Can be



Seen—. ... no woods except on the Missouri Points.

I all the tmber which is on the Stone Creek
(Vermillion River) was on 100 acres it woukd not be
thickly timbered, the Soil of those Plains are
delightiul. Here we got Great quanies of the best
large-set grapes | ever lasted, some Blue curens sti
on the bushes, and two kinds of plumbs, one the
Commonwid P the ther s rge Yok Phan

jouble the Size of the Common and
Detscously favousd s

After Lewis and company retumed to camp, they
briefly considered hiking the lands beyond Spirit
but_decided the heat woud make it

X mori

ed paths with America’s
biggest pre-Columbian mystery.

The Cahokia Mounds are a gigantic complex
settlement of ancient mounds that includes Morks

Cahokia is attibuted to an
unvelated clan of Hiniwek people living in the area
when the first French explorers arived in the 16005,
long after Cahokia was abandoned by its original
inhabitants. The living descendants of the Cahokia
people associated with the mound sile are unknown.
French explorers assigned the name Cahokia in the
late seventeerth century.

The name stuck even though the natives claimed the
‘mounds were much older than they were.

Best known for large, manmade earthen stuciures,
the city of Cahokia was inhabited from about 700 to

1400 CE. Buit by ancient Lewis and Clark and the
Joumey West H51

peoples known casually as the Mound Builders,
Cahokia's original population was though to have
been approximately 1,000 unil about the eleventh
century, when it expanded to tens of thousands.

At spex. esimated batusen 1,100 o 1200 CE,
nearly six square miles and hosted a
nopmanan 2 many a0 o nred housand peoplo

‘These ancient natives are said to have buit more than
120 earthen mounds in the city, 109 of which have
been recorded and 68 of which are preserved within

milion cubic feet of earth was moved for the
construction of the mounds.

Arsid dacine i tre Catian popuatonle said 0
egun sometime after 1200 CE.

By 1400 CE the site heralded as hosting the most
magnificent pre-Columbian city north of Mexico was
arren. Theories abound as fo what led 1o the
seemingly catastrophic decline of the civilization,
including war, disease, drought, and sudden climate
change. Archaeologists scratch their heads when
considering the fact that there are no legends,
records, or mertion of the magnificent city in the
sl of thr lcal bes, Inchcag th Osspe.
‘Omaha, Ponca, and Quapa

The largest eartfwork at the historical site, called

Monks Mound, is at the cener. Atleast 100 feet tal, it

is the largest manmade, prehistoric mound in North
rica. The mound is 1,000 feet long, 800

feet wide, and composed of four platform terraces.

Avchaeulw\sts esimatedtat 22 milion b et of
o buld the mo

o900 and 1.200 CE. Sins then i mound hee

eroded or been damaged 1o the point that no one

knows how large the mound realy was.

Even mor crous tren e eistarce ad sesringly
sudden disappearance of a vast culire is



Siore tucure ing Hikden below the maseve Monke
found,

52 H Lewis and Clark and the Joumey West On
January 24, 1998, while diiling 1o construct a water
drainage system at Monks Mound, workers hit a 32-
foot-ong stone structure.

“This s astounding,” said Willam L Woods, professor
ofgeography and coutosy prolossor o arinfopology
at Kansas University, who was at the time
archacclogst i Soubem o Unveroty a1
Edwardsuile. Woods led the investigation of the
mystery structure.

“The stone is at least 32 feet (10 meters) long in one.
of its dimen-sions,” he wrote. “I is buried about 40
foot bolow the susce of @ trsce on the westem
side of Monk's Mound and wel above the
tom.

Woods noted that evenf the structure turned out to be
just a large slab of stone, it wouid stll be a dramatic
ind, because the nearest source of stone was more
thomten s fon Catki,whch s approimately
stones

Fad aver oo fourd at 1o it oher han hose tssd
craft primitive tools, weapons, and artifacts.4

Archaeologists Andy Marignoni Jr. and Steve Futon
the site and discussed the situation,
specuating it coud be a drain or even a tomb.
“feel” of the dril with countiess other
operatos, e il opealr mm them the structure
seemed stones apparenty
placed Iagelhev del\ber.!tely Geep o the wesor
face. That gave the archaeologists more reason to
think this might be something other than just a large
rock. There is a large region of stone of undetermined
shape located 40 feet below one of the terrace
surfaces but il well above the base of the mound.
Urtil then the prevailing dogma has long been that the
Native Americans who built Cahokia worked only with
earth, never with stone, which is not found anywhere
rear the region in queston. The Morks Mound
discovery direcy chalenged tirking at o ime
ot the culture that buit Cahokia, and suggests that
et s Zeneaih tre mounds tamsches may be
much, m

Discovery of the massive, unidentified stone coud
push the dates of construction back much further,
associating Cahokia with other similar structures that
range from 3,000 1o 3,500 years of age.
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recenty, the discovery made at Cahokia on
February 17, 2010

of what appers o rave been a Store Ago copper
torkshop s baffed explrers ove futhor
two hundred yards east of Monks M
rcavaton rovoiod oudorce of e only known
copper workshop from the Mississippian era. The
copper workshop is being studied in relation to a
pecuiarity on an engraved drinking cup made from a
conch hel found a th op of e 10-oottigh mound,
Some spaciste et he shed car fom e Gul o
Mexico. s a symolof an arowike 1o r
el n o arovhond T symbol first tumed up
in fock shelters excavated in Wisconsin and east
conal Misour and vs cald fom about 1000 CE,
n two hundred years before the peak of
Comedaaron ctoston

The symbols on the shelter walls are similar o the
shell fragments found on the mound at Cahokia, and
scholars now believe Cahokia may have been the
center of the ancient Mississippian culture. Copper
relics have been found throughout the Mississippi
Mound .. but to claim that they all must be
relted somelow lo e Caluias s oo asy an
assummun Coudthese_earth-coy

remains of much older and forgotien
incs T vt b rovolod only when a fuldig is
conducted. As it is today, less than 1 percent of the



Cahokia mounds have been excavated. What is

t
excavation did not take place a the site of the stone
structure but rather somewhere else leading fo an
even more fascinating discovery.

And while Lewis didn't get to see all of Cahokia, he

and the party did wander into the mounds at Grave
Creek. After Lewis's viid descriptions of these
mounds in his joumnal and his documentation of

finding brass beads in a burial site, the joumal is
abruptly cut of. t remains unexplained why everthing
i the journals of Lewis is detailed meticuiously untl
the topic of mounds is mentioned. Then begins a
series of strange omissions or missing pages. Gary.
Mouton elaborates.

More dificut to explain is Lewis’s lack of joumal-
keeping once the expedition got underway. No Lewis
journals are known to existthat 54 H Lewis and Clark
and the Joumey West cover the first phase of the
expedition, from May 14, 1804, unti the group left Fort
MardanonApil 7. 1805, s s s orgest Hshs in
Lewlss writing and to historians itis the most cu
5

This gap, and others, are discussed further in chapter
9

Above the surace, scholars teach that the mounds
are the works of the Native Americans. Bt below the

Five

Prince madoc, Welsh
natives, and Legends.
of the mandan

Duting their_encourter with the Flathead (Salish)
Indians on September 5, 1805, while in what s today
westem Nertara, menpers of e Caps of
iscovery noted that the ratives spoke @ strange
orgn. geant o Oy oveensd, “hoce
natives have the Stranges language of any we have
ever seen. they appear (0 us as though they had an

indians."1 Clark noted in his joumal that only the
Flathead (Salsh) tongue was ‘a_gugling kind of
language Spoken much through the Throught 2

Ordway was certain the Corps had discovered the
legendary Weish Indians_descended from Welsh
Prince Madoc, who had sailed to the American
ntinent centuries before Columbus. As the story
goss, in 1170 GE a Welsh pritce named Madoc
west, far away from the disasters occuring in
e omeland. Bars throughout the next four
centuries did the same. The earliest printed report of
Madoc's story is David Powels The Hislory of
Cambria, published in 1584.

Madoc . . . left the land in contertion betwixt his
brethrens and prepared certain ships with men and
‘munitions and sought adventures 55



We

the Mandan by seas, sailing wesL. . . He came (0 a
where sawma"ystrz e things.

Of the visage and retumed of this Madoc there be

many fables, as the common people do use in

distance of place and length of time, rather to

augment than diminch; bu st i tat ere he
And af

me, and
docred me measam and fiful countries that he had
seen, red a number of ships, and got with
i Such o and women a3 were desirous s ve n

quietness, and taking leave of his friends took his

fair and large country, went thither again.3

the famous bard and historian of
Basingwerk Abbey.

s one of the most influential proprietors of the Madoc
. s wilrgs are cled 25 crcal souroes by
wthor chard Descon, wo wole ¥
infleential Madoc and the Discovery of America i
1965, This rare book buiis  seld case for Madoc's
yage of discovery, despite controversial claims that
Madoc's story was invented afler 1492, giing
England claim 1o prior rights in the New World
Deacon's research indicates that in 1625 the
archbishop of Canterbury wrote a world history that
sgesed a We\sh prince had discovered America.

re he wol
perfect harbor offered in Mobile Bay.

Trere's another traveler the ancient bards speak of
who 3o saled o American shores. A ish ok
med St Brendan was said 1o have red
Somele batweon 315 ar 330 GF s a0 big
e failed to find the shore afer forty days of walking in
aforested land ful of fresh frits and divided by a river
wide 10 cross. His tales, first published in Latin,
were fancif bestsellers that read more fike great
entertainment than actual reaiy. St Brendan's
exploils were quickly Prince Madoc, Welsh Natives,
and Legends of the Mandan H 57

synchvonized with folklore, and he joined Madoc as
another mythological hero. In 1977 historian, author,
and ship captain Tim Severin proved a voyage from
reland to the North American mainland was possible.
Against all odds Severin and his robust crew bilt a
Issthar boat sty ke trase 8ed n the dayeof St

ndan and sailed across the dangerous Atantic
Gooan safely landing in Newfoundiand.

been ancient fortfications found along the
Mississippi River, with architecture unike ~any
previously iscovered in the region.

Ina 1781 letter, Governor John Seiver of Temessee
recouns 3 conversaton e had wih a ity yesr-od
Cherokee chief. Seiver asked the chief about the
people who had left the forifications in The country.
The chief told him white people who crossed the
Great Water had bult them. This letter can be found in
the files of the Georgia Historical Commission.

There are three major forts that stand out against the
typical native settements found along the Mississippi
Al three of these forts share stiking similarities to
ancient Welsh fortfications.

Georgia, s virtually idenfical in layout and method of
construction to Dolwyddelan Castle in Wales, the
supposed birfplace of Prince Madoc.

s fors wero bt and eriory xpanded uprier, o
s

presume
defensive stronghold, complete with a massive wal
800 feet long. The wall, another anomaly of
southeastem archacology, long _predates _the
Cherokees found Ining there in the 1700s. Cherokee
leqends called the wall builders “moon-eved people




who were said to have fair ski
eyes. Thoughout the centuries scholars and
historians have argued for and against the Madoc
story.

blond hair, and blue

In November 1953 a memorial tablet was erected at
Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay, Alabama, by the Virginia
Cavalier Chapter of the Daughlers of the American
Revolution, which reads, foc,
2 Welsh explorer, who landed on the shores of Mobile
Bay in 1170 and left behind, with the ndians, the
Welsh language.”

The memorial, subject to much conlroversy, was
taken down after a huricane in 1970. Despite
resoluions being passed and the support 58 H
Prince Madoc, Welsh Natives, and Legends of the
Mandan of the governor to restore que, this
par of Amoricanfstr s mosty forgten covered
up, or transparently ignor

More than any other tibe, the Mandan of the northern
plains showed signs of contact with Welsh explorers
such as Madoc. They were a small peaceful ribe that
lived at the convergence of the Krife and Missouri
Rivrs naar Sismrck, Nodh Dskoa. They ware
known for their friendiiness, which wa
exprssion of 2 doep-soaod otical pm\oswhy ms
Mandan share n plains with tribes such
e Hidata, Ankra,  Asaibon. Dakota. and
Chippewa. The lands they coliectively inhabited were
largely similar and had few natural barrers o prevent
mingiing of people. Because of this the various
tribes had many traits in common. They all depended
on buffao for food, clothing, and other necessities.

But of these, oy the Mandan and Hidatsa lived in
earihiodge vilages when they were first visited by

arts in the way thoy sot up their vlages, their
spral polte, ard por phscal sppeaare.
These differences hay Sugges

e Mandan dved from aferen Hoedines on
heir rorthem plains counferparts. Despie  a
widespread absence of facts about the Mandan in
history_books, there is more than _enough
documentation cisewhore o suggest that the fibe
orginated i Evrope.

e Mardan ived i eartiodge romes rater ran
teepees, and unlk of other tribal
nations, theirs were. Dermanen\

“The women of the Mandan tribe tended their gardens,
prepared food, and maintained the lodges while the
men spent their time hunting or seeking spiritual
knowledge. Their vilages were strategicaly located

on biffs overlooking the river, This position provided
waximum defense and limited any attacks (o one
approach. These vilages were the center of the

social, spiitual, and economic ives of the Mandan.

‘The Mandan earth lodges were unike those built by
other tibes.

e lodges were large rectanguiar and circular huts.
15 feet high and 40 (0 60 feet in diameter. Each hut
had a vestibue entrance and a square Prince Madoc,
Welsh Natives, and Legends of the Mandan H 59

hole on top that served as a smokestack. Each earth
lodge housed ten o thirty people and their
belongings. Villages contained fifty to one hundred
earth lodges. The frame of an earth lodge was made

,  which o\ th
sscrossed low rarces. Over e branches thy
placed dit and sod. This constnuction made.

type.
rong onovgh o suppor pocple on ightsof
good ester

“The floors of earih lodges were made of dirt, and the
middle was dug out to make a bench around the outer
edge of the lodge.

Surrounding the village were stockades of poles as
tall as 6 feet high to prevent enemy attacks. In the
midel of a Mandan viage was a large, crear opon



s e e P e e
of the plaza acred cedar post that
Tepresertod o ‘A of th Fire ' o1 ‘Lone M
a revered hero from their ancient legend.

Al the north end of the plaza was the medicine or
ceremornial lodge.

armangement of the lodges around the central

were required of them, and therefore they were
located closer to the ceremonial lodge. A strange
feature of the Mandan vilages that did not correspond
with the behavior of other native tribes was that the
Mandan homes were amanged resembing streets.
The Hmalsas anaber peacet e, were he oy
other eople who built e ich
practice mey armed fom e Mandan

The rich flood-plain fields that surounded the vilage
made agricuture the basis of Mandan existence. The
Mandan women were responsible for sustaining the
gardens within the village. The agricultural year began
in April when the women would clear the fields by

buming the old staks and weeds of the previous
year's crops. Around May they planted rows of com,
beans, tobacco, pumpkin, surflowers, and squash to
maximize exposure to sunlight. To tend their gardens,
women used tools such as digging sticks, rakes, and
hoes made from wood or bufalo bones. To protect
el gardes rom il pedalrs e prae cogs
birds, and ructed
Scaricrows o of il . Tha Wanaan women
also performed daily cleansing rituals before 60 H
Prince Madoc, Welsh Natives, and Legends of the
Mandan entering their gardens by rubbing sage over
their bodies. They believed this would protect their
crops from worms and disease.

Haresing bogan in late August wih sauash and

ended in October with com. Afte

Would dry the com in scaffolds buit e o ground.

After the com was dry women picked the seeds that

they would use for the next year's crops, and the rest

was buied with oter dried garden items in
th

finished they wers lined with grass and buffalo hide.
The died vegetables and seeds were placed inside.

The garrels were then covered with a layer of buffalo
hide, a layer of dir, and then grass on top. I
omparzont to ve (radmors of the other nafive tribes,

ssed white traders and scouts

as mcharemensncaﬂyadvanced

Bul the most mysterious of the Mandan
characteristics was their physical appearance. Uniike
other natives encountered by early explorers, the

some pointintroduced to tribal bloodines.

Some theories name Paul Knutson, athireenth-
centuy Norwegian, as a possible candidate for

inoduced  NordcELropean genei stsin
and Chistian cultural nuances to the American
Mhdveat e ooy ross pecause o Mandan bt
their settlements using an architectural style unknown
anywhere else in North America but common in
medieval Norvay.

n a letter dated January 22, 1804, to Meriwether
Lewis, President Jefferson specificaly requests the
expediion to make contact with and verify rumors of

existence of a whie, blue-eyed tribe of natives

the Mandans and the language of the Welsh. The
original source of these claims camot be pinpointed
with exact acouracy, but they had circulated enough
that the issue became Prince Madoc, Welsh Natives,
and Legends of the Mandan H 61

a matter of great importance to government officials.



e Ve e
Gaultier de Vavermes Sieur de la Vérendrye, took ar
axpoditon flom e fors n prosor-day Manlops 10

o o i s e o mysterious.
tribe.

During this expedition, near the barks of the Missouri

Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences interviewed
Captain de Veérendrye about this discovery in
Quebec. The tablet was reportedly shipped to France,
stored vith other archacological artfacts in a church
at Rouen, and buried under tons of rubble by a direct
bomb fit during Worid War I

ey oo the Marden vltage vt s now

rad ngm ok o e ‘Eumpean“ features.

Vérendrye described their houses as “large and
spacious,” very clean, ith separate rooms,

On August 24, 1784, the Pennsyhania Packet and
Daily Advertiser reported that "a new nation of white
people’ had been discovered about two thousand
miles 1o the west of the Appalachians, “acquainted
ith the princples of the Chvstan reigion and
mely courteous and civize

shroad an Somemhere koG e e a possbe,
comection of Welsh ancestry was suggested.

n 1796 Welsh explorer John Evans set out to search
for the Mandan, hoping to find proof that their
language contained Welsh words. Evans spent the
viner of 1756-07 wilh e of andan o ourd o

fence of ar nfluence. In July 1797 Evans
s it Dy

‘Samuel Jones that said, “Thus having explored and
charted the Missurie for 1,800 miles and by my
Communications with the Indians this side 62 H
Prince Madoc, Welsh Natives, and Legends of the
Maran of e Pacic Ocean o 35 1o 49 degrees
of Latitude, | am able to inform you that there is no
Cich Pooplo 2 he ek nane:

Evans's conclusion was directly conradiced by
Lewis and Clark in 1804 and again in 1832 by
George Catin, a lawyer, frontiersman, and pictorial
historian who spent several months fiing among the
Mandan.

n was through Calin's accounts and art that it was.

roved beyond what many coud douct et the
Vandan indeed were 5 face. descending. fom
European anvesty Some speodats t Evars may
Pot have reached an actual Mandan settemenl,
claiming that the evidence provided by Catin is
indisputable.

Whenthe Corps of Discovery entered the world of the
Mandan in October 1804, the tibal leaders were
receptive 10 the goals of the expedition. Lewis
Clark found the Mandan people o be extremely
hospitable, and the Corps of Discovery prepared to
winter on the Missor River, building a log fort made
of cottorwood tree trurks. The men in the expedition
e er fom e herbarks, bulding  hargu-
lr fort facing the river jst dowrste the

nearby Mandan and Hdatsa vilages. They cated 1
Fort Mandan.

For the next five months the fort was a beehive of
activity as the expedition made preparations for

hose wife, Sacagawea, spoke the Shoshone



would
expediton. The Gorps of Discovery sayed at Fo
Mandan unil early April, when they set out westward
along the Missour River, but not before documenting
over a period of six months important defails about
Mandan, their way of lfe, their sacred beliefs, and
their astonishing “aimost white” appearance.

With their Hidatsa fiends and neighbors the Mandan
lay at the Prince Madoc, Welsh Natives, and Legends
of the Mandan H 63

center of trade along the upper Missouri River,
inhabiting what is now certral North Dakota. At the
time of Lewis and Clark's armival, they ived in two
vilages, Matootorha and Rooplahee. Matootonha
was located on the western bank of the Missou, and
Rooptshes wss disciy radh on e duer's essiem
bank. The Comps of Dmovery built Fort Mandan
across the iver from Matootorha.

In contrast to the relations of the cors with the
aggressive Arikaras of the region, the corps and the

indan were friendly throughout the duration of the
expedion's stay. The Mandan suppiied the
Americans with food throughott the wirer at their
ey consucted home, Fort Mandan, in excharge
for 3 stsady sieam o ade goocs, When
became scarce, members ofhe cors atcnmpan\ed
e Mandan on a bual hrt. Sheheke (Slunie)
and Black Cal, chiefs fom Maloolorha and
Roohaptee, met often with Lewis and Clark, and the
cops parcpated i many of e Mendan csrmorisl

o Lews and Ciark hoped (o ecabish peace
Demweon o Mandan o e nearby Arikar

In spite of amanging peace talks between the two
tribes, confict broke out again as winter approached.

Of their experience living among the Mandan, William
Clark wrole this in his joumal: I set myself down with
the bigwhite man Chiefe

[Mandan Chief Bigwhite (Sheheke)] and made a
e of arbten ko i cionf i ralon

Ho okl me s nation s cam ou ofthe ground
and sa of anmal aiso
grapes, Dlumbs‘ e dominod o o up and
live upon earth, and great numbers . . got upon earth,
men womin and children4

In his_investigation regarding the origins of the
mysterious Mandan, Clark was told of the former's.

farge vilage, underground, near a subterranean lake.

grapevine extended ifs rools down o their

habitation and gave them a view of the light. Some of

iventurous cimbed up the vine, and were

delighted with the sight of the earth, which they found
covered with buffalo and rich with every kind of fuit

64 H Prince Madoc, Welsh Natives, and Legends of
the Mandan They retumed with the grapes they had
gatarsd. s bl oo vers 20 plssed vith

pes’ taste that the whole nation resolved o
hnue their dul residence for the charms of the upper

Men, women,and ctkren ascendad by mesrs of e

ine, but, when about halfthe nation had reached the.
curiace of he arh, a comurt woran who was
clambering up the vine broke it with her weight,
closing off from herself and the rest of the nation the
lightof the sun

fhen the Mandan died they expected 10 retum to the

burden of the sins of the wicked would not enable
themto cross.



e it ot v
the pr at one time In the distant pastived

ina large settiement underground, tha is, beyond the
nd, in the sea, the sea being represented by ‘e

Ame
‘and this other place the Mandan refer (o as.

farge vilage.” In the new cortinent the land was filed
with buffalo and all kinds of fnits, and the land was
colonized, or setted. Perhaps the buiding traditions
from the original ‘large vilage” were akso acquired.

and there were actual cities with streets bul in the
new continent. n something happened that cut
these people off. Contact was not estabiished again.
Whatever happened that severed conlact between
the two lands was of catastrophic proportion,

Duing he 1860 Majr James W. Lyd ved among
the Dakotas and wrote a book about them before

mesing aclent death o thr hande. Ly oo
the aforementioned explanation with the fact that the

one point in aniquiy all the diflerent tibes were
originally one, and they all lived together on an island,
or at least across a large body of water toward the
east, o he suvise, Accoring o ese logends hey
crost ter Prince. . Weist
Netvos, an Legams of e andan s

in skin canoes, but they did not know how long the
crossing took, or whether the water was saltor fresh.

Trese legends speak of “huge skiffs, in which their

and that when one day, in digging the soll, a tribe of
white men, who had made holes in the earth to a
great depth digging for badgers, at length pierced the
shell of the torloise, it sark, and the water covering it

savsd

Sor ot 2 dovewh e wi s o whon
inits beak.’s

Twenly-six years afler the departure of the Corps of

iscover the
Mandan, locating them and fiving among them for
et yoars Boforo seing off n Pis oumoy Catin

wermor Wiliam Clark, who told Catin
o woid nd tho Mardan o be " sange people and
halfwhite.” Catlin describes the tribe as possessing

with Welsh explorers and their descendans. Later
visitors noted that the languages of the Mandan and
Welsh were so similar that the Mandan showed clear
comprefension when spoken to in Weish. Catin
descrbed Mandan vomen s possesing singy
Norter Exropean feauros and fou e Mandan i
general to be “a very interesting and p\easmg people.
in their pevsona\ appearance and manners, differing
inmany respects, both in looks and customs, from all
the other tibes | have seen6.

more time he spent with the Mandan, the more.

descended ffom a white man who armved in a giant
canoe after a flood had destroyed the earth. Oral
tradition tell that his vessel became perched on a
mountainiop and that a dove was sent out 10 seek 66
H Prince Madoc, Welsh Natives, and Legends of the
Mandan land. I retumed with a willow branch in ts
beak. Svm\armes ‘o the biblical account of Noah are



An additional detail that adds veracity to the tales of
the curiol fan can be found in a statement
made by then Governor Wiliam Clark to Catin prior
to his departure in search of the Mandan. Catin
mentions this during his general descriptions of his
experience with the legendary tribe:

Their traditions, so far as | have leared them, afford
s 1o information of their having had any knowledge
of white men before the visit of Lewis
Since that time there have been but very fow visits
from wite men to the place, and surely not enough to
have changed the complexions and the customs of a
tion. And | recollect perfectly well that Governor
[Wiliam] Clark told me before | started for this place,
trat | woud frd he Mardan 2 stange pecple and
halfwhite. So forcibly have | been siruck with the
pecuiar ase am degancs ofheoe poopl, ogether
wih their diversity of complexions, the various colours

their peculiar and unaccor customs, that
am fuly convinced that they have sprung from sor
other origin than that of r North American

Nort
Tribes, or that they are an amagam of natives with
some civiized race.7

George Catiin was famiar with at least some of the
Madoc stories,

whoh a5 e put i il suppose evenbody has
read, rather than o at Wi tme.” The
Mandan, according to Ce iaht possibly be the
romsi of s st wlw ama\gamam itha ibe,
or part of a tibe, of

o el ppoarancos of s e ! tare,
and also for the changed character and customs of
the Welsh colonists, provided this be the remains of
them’8

the years he lived with the Mandan, Catin
acod ther o g sies down he issou and o
the mouth of the Ohio River

During these explorations he found remains of
fortified towns, some enclosing “a great many acres.”

Prince Madoc, Welsh Natives, and Legends of the
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are many flood references in the Mandan
legends and those of other  tibes.

ceremories of ndan, we find that they kept an
image of an ark, preserved from gener
generation, ar rmed_ceremonies that refer

plainly to the destruction of a land, and 1o the arrival of
one who survived the flood and brought to tis new
it rs of o catasoptc desicion. Catin

vilage is an open space, or it s, 150

feet in diameter and circuar n form, which s used for
all pubic games and fesiivais, shows and exbitors.
T lodges around tis open space front i, with their
ors toward the cenire; and in the middle o tis
stands an obfec o great rlgious vreraion on
portance it has in comection wilh

s etgioss coromorios TG S 3 mh
of a large hogshead, some eight or ten feet high,
made of plarks and hoops, contairing within it some
of their choicest mysteries or medicines. They call it
the “Big Canoe” On the day set apart for the
commencement of the ceremories a solfary figure is
seen approaching the vilage. During the deafening
Gin and confusion wihin the pickes of the vilage the
figure discovered on the prairie continued

approach with a dignified step, and in a right ine
foward the villge; all eyes were upon him, and he at

v
the chiefs and braves stood ready to receive him,
which they did in a cordial manner by shaking hands,
recogrizing him as an old acquaintance,
pronouncing s e, Nommuc aah (he first
iy man). The body of this strange personage,
s chiefly naked, was painted with white clay.
0 as to resemble at a distance a white man. He



medicine lodge; and, on the last day of the
ceremony, they are thrown into a deep place in the
fiver—'sacrificed to the Spiritof the Water

Describing the dance performed by twelve men
o o ark Catn saye: “Thoy amange temsches
oot th fou cairl poiss; o are pairisd
perocy bk, o ars verilon kot some were
painted pama\iy white. They dance a dance called
Getohdcra ple." wih hors on thelr heads, Ike
those used in Europe as symbolic of Baal. "t woud
seem,” wrote George Catin, ‘that these people must
have had some proximity to some part of the civiized
o that missionaries or ofhers have been
formerly among them, incucating the Christian
religion and the Mosaic account of the Flood"10

id;

Itis a wel-known fact that in the various philosophies

and religions throughout the worid, we find traces or

mention of the flood. The Mandan legend describes

the earth as a large fortoise. | moves siowly and

cares 8 great deal o sath o I back Lorg 350
there was a nation of people

becauss i lnd sak 1ot valer ¥ ths paep\a

except for one man,
Voo oor i o hoard ot Ao, makmg 4
‘accountall the more intriguing.

Prince Madoc, Welsh Natives, and Legends of the
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i 1838 & sambost baoagrg ot Amedcan e
Compary caried up he Mssoui the end of e
Mand: teadly wave of sma“pox broke out from
pogiapan during a stop at one of the Mandan
Woges. Tho 1o didnt st charca. Thoso who
weren't illed immediately by the disease decided to
take their own fives. During the next two montts, the
Mandan were decimated o near extincton.

Adding insultto injury, the sunivors were made slaves
by their bitier enemies, the Siouxand Arikara.

Nearly thirty years later al the tibes were swindied
out of most of their land and set up on resenvations. in
1870 the remaining North Dakota tribes were huddied
logemer and_ voun onlo a new resenaon
Rersmed tre Thrse Afilaied Tibes. te sunving
Aarne Mo Hidatsa were now mere
shels of e oot s, s concamoa wih
cient hertage and more inferested in alcohal.

The Condensed American Cyclopedia reported in
1877 that the Mandans

ith the Riccarees (Arikaras) and Gros.
Venires (Hidatsa) at Fort Berthold, Dakota. .. . They
liveparty ricuture. They are lighter in
complexion than most tibes.”

The last ful-blooded Mandan passed away in 1973,
ending e ek f these myserocs poope, vhom
George Catin praised: A befter, more honest,
Fospiatle and kind poople, a5 o communty are ot
1o be found in the world. No set of men that ever |



e e alomars:
re quicker to embrace and welcome
it man tan thoy re--none wil ress him coser
o his bosom, that the puisation of his heart may be
fell, than a Mandan; and no man in any counlry will
keep his word and guard his honour more closely.” 1

lhether the Mandan descended from Scandinavians,
or Madoc's Welshmen, or Atlanteans we will never
know. Lewis and Clark were in awe of the ikeness in
the Mandan legends to the bibical story of the flood.
‘Theyalso knew the Mandan were white, because biue
eyes and blond-brunetle hair are  indisputable
European features. These remarkable people have
leftin their wake a mystery that may never be solved.

Six
voyagers of the Pacific coast
and the Kennewick man

After a cold and confounding winter with the Mandans,
the Corps of Discovery were ready 1o step once
again into the great urknown. The mighty Pacific
Ocean and the untamed West were wailing for then.

Butdeep in heit gt ey koow, somehov: s had
all boen explored befor

In continuing their joumey the Corps of Discovery sent
their keelboat back down the Missoui River with a
few men and items that had been gathered and
sorted for President Jefferson. These included an

President Jefferson prepared a meal with this one as
wel.

Ths st o s axpcilon ichcng Sacagaves.rer
Iusband, and teir novbom baby Joan Bapise.

o . et
Drogues,  Waterals and. ferce. rapids were
progressively making the fiver impassable. As they
made their way info presentday Moniana the
captains encountered an_abundance of wildifo,
including buffalo, bighom sheep, wolves, and a new
threat to their sunival. The Mandan had wamed Lewis
and Clark of a creature of such size and 70
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strength that it woud take many warriors to bring it
‘down. This terrifying new enemy was the grizzly bear.

The expedition would leam to avoid and respect
these foared beasts.

Lewis was even chased within inches of his life afler
shooting

Luckily the bleeding bear gave up the chase after
Lews jumped into a rver. Of the grizly bear Lewis

gentie-men and had rather fight two Indians than one
bear; there is no other chance to conquer them by a




e e e braire,
leece and skin were as much as two men could
Dosslb?ycarw "

uring the corps' travels, Sacagawea became an
important interme-diary between the advenlurers and
the native tribes they encountered.

Her presence soothed many of these tribal members,

various tribes with the help of her husband, the French
Canadian trapper Charbonneau, who woud relay

medicinal plarts, roots, and berries. At one point
during the wea saved important
suppiies and Lewis's joumals from  washing
overboard as the expedition negotiated a storm on
the Missouri River.

OnAugust 3, 805, Lowi snd sevra comparions
saw a group of two Shoshone women and a male
scou Lows greeted i and gave e vomen gits
he had brought with him. The group was brought 1o a
Shoshone vilage under the leadership of a man
named Cameahwait, whom Sacagawea recognized
s her own brother. This improbable event proved to
be extremely fortunate for Lewis and Clark. They of
course included Sacagawea in all their deaings with
the Shoshone leader.

On August 17 the tight group of negotiators sealed a
pact of mutual friendship and support, and Chief
Cameahwait agreed to sell the Corps of Discovery all
the horses that they needed for the rest of the jour-72
H Voyagers of the Pacific Coast and the Kennewick
Man re Athough Sacageues Pa baen minted
with her_famity, st o contiwe ih the

Amercan men AT bouh e missin o Gpen o
the West had fallen upon them, Sacagawea’s
moss.sabie contion oot oo cimsesd

In early August 1805, Lewis and tivee other members.
of the Cops of Discovery headed toward
Beaverhead Rock in search of inhabitants.

They reached Lemhi Pass, a two-mile stretch across
ra-idaho border, on August 12, 1805
Lemn Pass bridges e oap betusen e ranges of
Tno crossing of s pass—ine

Contionl” Divde—boceme. one

by land into a teriory being disputed by other
countries.

By finding and mapping a land route o the Pacific

‘Ocean, Lewis and Clark were fulfling the key priority

of the mission and bringi acific stinto

the history of the United States. n his joumnal that day.
wrote:

the road took us to the most distant fountain of the
waters of the Mighty Missouri in surch of which we
have spent so many toilsome days and wristless

for had accompised e of rose reat

bere | halled a few minules and rested mysell. two
miles below McNeal had exulingly stood with a foot
Voyagers of the Pacific Coast and the Kennewick
ManH 73



on each ido o i rivot and tarked fs god rat

he had lived to bestide the migl

deemed endless Missour aﬂev refreshing i
we proc the dividing ridge from

mountains sil to the West of us with their tops
partialy covered with snow.. . . here | first tasted the
water of the great Columbia fiver.2

Itis hard to imagine what went through Lewis’s mind
while he stood looking at the Rocky Mountains to the
ast, with range upon range of rugged mountains and
peaks fading in the west. This view told Lewis that it
would be a long ime before he and the Corps of
Discovery reached the shores of the Pacific Ocean.
For the next two hundred miles the expedition
struggled with rain, snow, and near starvation as they
made tei vy irto o Biterot Mouriais, Thore

sufere hunger, anddehydration
Los e G soamod o soma o1 3
enthusiasm that had_carried them thus far, as
evidenced by one of Clark's jounal enlries: ‘I have
been wet and as cold in every part as | ever was in my.
i, indeed | was at one time fearful my feet wouid
freeze in the thin Mockirsons which |wore."3

The ot day Lewis mad tre foowing g emry I
directed the horses 1o be gotien up early bel
Getrminad o rce My mafeh as e as b
abiliies of our horses would permit. this morring we
finished the remainder of our last coult. we dined &
suped on a skant proportion of portable soupe .. "4

Hop the 7000-ck il tige e e 1 uele
“Their meal consisted of a soup made from

snow and the lefiovers of a young colt. Afler tmuehr\g
for more than a month through dangerous high
mountains and heavily forested hils, with litle rest
along the way, the expedition finally came out of the
Bitterroot Mountains.

On September 20, 1805, the Corps of Discovery

Coast and the Kennewick Man Chinook Tribe, whose
members did display piercing and shared fishing and
tadig siles vith the Noz Poros Tibo, Todsy, e
most common self-designation used by the

Percé Tribe is Nimiipu.

The fist contact was between what must have
appeared as an odd-looking stranger with white skin
and od e Wil Clak,and tre sared naive
b 6 had never seen a white man
before, and ey oraciousl welcomed the exnatsied
Corps of Discovery o their camp at Weippe Prairie,

The great Chief Joseph spoke highly of the sirange
folk that arrived from the mountains, saying:

“The first white men of your people who came to our
country were named Lewis and Clark. They brought
many things that our people had never seen. They
taked straight and our people gave them a great
feast as proof that their hearts were friendly. They
made presents to our chiefs and our people made
presents 1o them. We had a great many horses of
which we gave them what they needed, and they gave

war on white men. This promise the Nez Percé have
never broken 5

‘These noble words weighed true untl the discovery of
gold on the chief's and.

Lewis and Clark were intrigued with the Nez Percé for
many reasons, not the least of which were their

though neighboring tibes coveted it. When Lewis
saw the Apf . he compared them 1o some of
the more elegant horses of Europe.



The Nez Percé had mastered the art of breeding—
unknown 1o other ibes—such as mating the best
stallon wih the best mare and practicing castration of
lesser stalions. (Al the other tribes

horses or stole them from each other) 1 is generally
believed Voyagers of the Pacific Coast and the
Kennewick Man H 75

that horses were brought to the New World by the
Spanish around 1780 and that the plains Native
Americans acquired them soon after that. Yet even if
the Spanish breeds had been rushed to the Pacific

riwest as soon as they came off the Spanish
gelleons, e me span fom 170 wmld have
insuficient to _achieve ecific  genetic
Ceveopments prosont when Lowis e Clrk o sow
the horses in September 1805.

Thus it s that we must question how a ative trbe in
norttwest comer of a land divided by aimost
insurmountable physical boundaries could possess

Sparish breeds from the tribes of the South
However, most books omit to mention where the
Asian breeds may have come from, leaving it o be
assumed Asian horses also crossed the Bering
Stait,

Futer inssigaton leach us b belew the
Appaloosa bred by the Nez Percé were Chinese, and
rero was oidenca athe i ofthe Lowis and Cirk
expedition to substantiate this claim. i addition there
exists strong proof that the Pacific Northwest had
contact with Chinese civiizations by waler, and not
only by the tickle suggested across the Bering land
bridge. Over the years this evidence has been coyly
yetruthlessly covered, altered, or outright destroyed.

The Appaloosa appears in pictographs of ancient
Asian and Chinese art. The Nez Percé horses were
koown for their speed, endurance, and
suefootedness. The Appaloosa in particuar were
shortegged and siooky i age eads and i

potied rumps are their defining
Crvactotone, n o-sccon cernay BGE, Chiross
emperor Wi T imported Arabian horses ino China to
improve thelr mediocre native stock. Among this new
inflx were the spotted horses. Evidence of spotied
horses has been common in China for the past 2000
years as documented i surviving ar.

Al they ha been fed and wero suffirdly roste,

iscovery were ready to resume their
ooy The generous Nes Percs 76 F Voyagars of
the Pacific Coast and the Kennewick Man people
gave them supplies and information abou river routes
o the Pacific Ocean. The explorers lef their horses in
the trust of the Nez Percé unt heir return.

It is interesting to_ note that in this beautifu valley
ihe Nez Percé lived freely, there is a mound s
large itlooks like a il

According 1o local legend this mound is supposed to
contain deep within it the heart of a great monster
Kkiled during the beginning of the world. There is no
mention of ths hill or its intriguing mythol-ogy in any of

mound? How is it possible they coud have
missed it?

Within a few days after leaving the Nez Percé, Lewis
and Clark reached the Cleanwater River, a tributary of

water “boiling and whiiing in every direction” over
Jagged rocks. They flung their canoes safely through

ind themselves on the waters of
the Columbia, rushing toward the Pacific Ocean.



The expedition was traversing a particularly awe-
inspiring tertitory, e n N anvopoisgical rebsucs,
when Clark wrote in his joumal: in those narrows the
water was agitated in a most Shocking manner boils
‘Swell and whori pools, we passed with great risque It
being impossible to make a portage of the Canoes,
about 2 miles lower passed a verry bad place
between 2 rocks one large and in the middle of the
fiver here our Canoes took in some water, | put all the:
men who Could not Swim on Shore; and sert a fiew
aricles Such as guns & papers, and landed at a
vilage of 20 houses on the Stard

Side in a Deep bason where the river apprd. to be
blocked up with emence rocks.6

Voyagers of the Pacific Coast and the Kenewick
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Itis important to mention here the intriuing area that
surounded the Corps of Discovery during these last
maneuvers that woud bring them within view of the
Pacific. The region described by Lewis and Clark no
longer resembles the landscape described in Clark's
journal

e areanad ong been  ganerg plac for pecple
from the Wam Springs, Yakama, Umatila, Nez
Percé, and other tibes. Some, Ike the Wishram,
Cloud, and Lishkam tibes, lived there permanerty
and fished with nets and spears between the Dalles
and Celilo Falls,

Other natives visited seasonally o praciice. their
reigion and take e opportnity o tade and
ize. Others came to harvest spawning sal
oo anber of Natve Armontn vilages in e v
was greater than any other Lewis and Clark had
encountered in their joumey. Because they were
‘abundant, salmon was the currency that supported the

of rs observed by eary explorers. For
centuries this area near the fiver was a sort of camp-
., or wnal gathering . where

would logically make this place the largest burial
ground of natives inthe area. Indeed it was.

Lewis and Clrk aived In tho area of Horsatiet
utte on October 24, 1805. Because of the rough
weather and harsh terain they didn't do much
exploring

Later some of the oldest pictographs in North
America were found in this area. Discoveries
included sacred petroglyphs—drawings chipped or

gatherings that took place in the area. Celilo Falls
now only exists in the imagination; it has been
reduced to a lake. Sitting behind the Dalles Dam
since 1957, this res-ervoir eliminated important
fishing grounds for many native tribes.

For more than ten thousand years Native Americans
lived and fished in the Celilo Falls area. But today
their ghosts remain silent and show 78 H Voyagers of
the Pacific Coast and the Kennewick Man no proof of
the proud, ancient heritage that once existed in the
area.

seeming erasure of history has much to do with
the fact that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers owns
this part of the Columbia Rive.

In 1957 the corps specifically chose the area of Cello
Falls to build a dam, where hundreds of historical
pelroglyphs and perhaps more artifacts that would
provide proof of an ancient, technological civiization
were 1o be found. Rising waters caused by the dam
flooded the Celllo area, including the falls, buring

rever the ancient petroglyphs, along with the ancient
history of the Columbia Basin. Only forty-tree of the
ancient rock symools were chosen to be moved to a
new location.



You can visit these remairing glyphs at Washingtoris
Columbia Hills State Park, about an hour and a half
away from their original location. According 1o the
US. Amy Corps of Eginces, i i the est place
native petroglyphs In the Northwest'—unle
ons s Gl aich case one canseb o hurrecs
water.

By early November the Corps of Discovery had

rcome the Cascades, and the last mountain
obstacie was behind them. They were now moving
through tidewater by the White Saimon River junction,
which they called Canoe Creek because of a cluster
of canoes seen at the river's mouth when they drifted
by Thare it much ted sbout s sraa,which s
inliguing. Did they stop? Were they more impressed
bythe view of Mount Hood to the south?

Lewis, Clark, and the men of the Corps of Discovery.
were the first white Americans 1o see Mount Hood
White Salmon River runs through what was once a
giantlava tube that collapsed on itself. The vegetation
on the area's iverbank is a strange mix of oak trees,
cottorwoods, and ponderosas, with Douglas fir
maidenhair ferns, western red cedar, and Pacific yew,
vastly different from the desertike terrain they had just
passed through days before. One can only imagine
the awe with which the explorers must have viewed
this uncharted terrtory. Without a clear notion of how,
or if, they would retum home, Lewis and Clark, the
young Sacagawea, and the Corps of Discovery
fisked mountains, falls, and rapids that today would
intimidate the most skiled sportsmen.

Voyagers of the Pacific Coast and the Kennewick
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Rather than die, as the native spectators along the
shore expected them to, they lived 1o tel a tale that
continues to enthvall

O Nover 7. 1805, Gl amously wrol n e
cian in view! O, he foyt” when he incorrecty
gt o was witin short e o b gron
Pacic. And ten on e momig of Nowroar .
1805, Clark wrote that the entre par
Joths Acusiom efbat s vas or aveere 1 o
10 e ofa long oumey and reay emsahes by
putting on their best clothes for arrval. This i
{rt Lowis and Gl were oxpocing Novarber 8 1o
be the day they would stand on the shres of the
Paciflc Ocean. With only twenly mies (0 go, the
weather changed cramaticaly, and they were forced
o hang on for dear We. Thay were Hi by roing
breakers so big thoy
orod o o ahand agane o o4ds way
now facing a iver entrance that in ater years wouid
be known as the Graveyard of SHips.

After two other attempts that day they were forced to
camp on 8 itle besch Duig e right ey
experienced thunderstorms, wind, hail, rocks faling
from the s above them. and nige tbgs ossed 1o
the shore by the pounding surf. They abandoned most
of their supplies, buried their canoes, and found
shetter in a wooded area around the point. When the
weather finally changed days later, and they were able
o leave their refuge behind, Clark referred to the
place as “this dismal nitch.”

Historian Rex Ziak's In Ful View, witlen in 2001, is
beautdydesgned tome that cvorics sschsap of
ition carefuly and accurately thanks to a
isaboed map drawn by Clark. Ziak PG v
a virtual treasure map with coordinates pointing to a
spot caled Station Camp. K was here, late on
. Ja0s, el sccondeg b 2y
carefuly reconstructed accounl, the Corps of
Discovseywsnfraly st oo s sl ‘camp,
and where Clark woud wite words of greal
significance: “This | could plainly See woud be the
extent of our journey by water . .. in ful view of the
Ocian.” This is further substantiated by the eniry made
by Sgt. Patrick Gass in his 80 H Voyagers of the
Pacific Coast and the Kennewick Man diary the next
day, November 16, 1805 “We are now at the e
voyage has been completely



accomplished.”

Aocordng t 2k, tis arty mesrs Stalon Garp

and Clark's voyage of discovery.

was mmpwem—s«auon Camp I Washinglon not

Fort Clatsop in Oregon. Ziak further reinforces this

conclusion by noting in his joumal that within days of

riving, the explorers were ready to head home. The
weather on November 24

d them 10 reconsider their departure plans, and
it was on the evering of that day that the two captains
polled the enire party about whether to spend the
winter near the ocean on the south side of the
Columbia or somewhere farther upriver. This now

E the first in American history o
include a black slave (York, Clark's servant) and an
Indian woman. The vote took place at Station Camp.

While the famous vote for a winfer camp was being
discussed, Clark would carve on a tree: “Willam
Clark, by land from the U. States in 1804 and 1805."
was in this peninsula on the soutfwestem tip of
Washington where Meriwether Lewis and Wiliam
Clark ended their trip west.

It was now a mater of wailing out tivee-and-a-half
harsh winter months at Fort Clatsop, in present-day
Oregon, before beginning the long jouey back
home.

During the long wirter it became apparent that the
workds of Lewis and Clark and that of the natives were
as different as night and day.

a land of scientic
- velapm ent, whetcas e ibes had betels and
cioms dosply Foctod in logond. T ethes ok
el names Fom sacred anmai and pl

cxieined ho Trces of th riverse wih faies o
myths.

When Lewis and Clark finaly reached the Pacific
Ocean, they lterally became beachcombers, traveling
o fa sou a3 e area row called Ecola Beach
Stalo Park and a6 far norh as Asloria, Orego
During ther exploration of he area, Wilam Cerk
woud give Tilamook Head, located between
Seaside and Cannon Beach, the i of ‘the Steepest
worst and highest mountain | ever ascended.”

Voyagers of the Pacific Coast and the Kennewick
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Shorty zner Decerber 25 i 1606, Clrk ad uehe
other expedition members, including Sacagawea,
Cimbes er "Tocky i, Tohtng her way ough
fhick bushes and frees. From this vantage poirt the
members of the cimbing party saw the skeleton of a
beached whale south of what is now Ecola State
Park.

Perhaps a litle more exploring in this area and they.
might have unearthed ancient Chinese coins. I an
aricle writen in 2006, journalist Richard Blake
interestingly mentions ancient Chinese coins from the
‘Sung Dynasty that had been found at the mouth of the
Ecola River.

These cals o kept at the Camnon Beach Historcal
Society in Cannon Beach. n addition,
Tocords kept by he Sung Dynasty ciaim tt Chinase
xploors resched tho Wl Cosst possibly seveny
years before Cotimbis reachec o Bt Const

The amount of anthvopological and archaeological
oddities that connect the Washington and Oregon
coasts with Asia, and specifically China, are scarce.
Bt they do exist. The problem remains that most of
the evidence has gone into private collections. The
lite that remains at universities is ignored and tucked
away in dusty archives.

‘Some examples of anomalies that have come (o light
are the documenting of various rafive groups on
Varcower e "o ook cistinely” Chinese

pared to their neighboring ratives. n addition,
Cave buras aong 1 west ot of Vancouer sland



have tumed up distinctly Chinese relics, including
skelotons. These skeletons are different in size and
stature from those of native peoples along the coast.
Excavations in Tilamook County by the Uriversity of
Oregonin the eariy 1970s unearthed ancient Chinese
vases and potery.

Inthe early o mid 1970s, Washington State Uriversity

be of Chinese origin and possibly a ship's decoration
of some kind. Daugherty had hoped the university
would acquire the relic, but it was sold 10 a private
party and never seen again.

82 H Voysgors o the Pacifc Cosst ard the
Kennewick Man HH

The most alluing of all the Asian Pacific Northwest
comections is the enigmatic and controversial
Kennewick Man. Kennewick Man is the name given o
the remains of a prefistoric man found on a bank of
the Columbia River near Kennewick, Washinglon, on
July 28, 1996.

Wi svimming in e ther duirg te aruel

e races, two college students accidentaly
made he discowery of  mans skl 1 med ot 10
belong to the most complete ancient skeleton ever
found.

The bones were dubbed the *Kennewick Man.”

Immediately the remains became embroiled in
or

controversy became o convoluted that the long
Tigation rocess has relegated this amazing cuture
discovery to a university basement. Today secres
held by the Kennewick Man continue to be, atleast for
the public, secret.

‘Then Benton County Coroner Floyd Johnson reached
ou o a forenic anopaogiel n Richland ramed
Jim_Chater ied nes before a
detaled aneyss Coud e mace: Abou  mont ator
Chatters and Johnson announced that the skeleton
was about 9,200 years o, and they speculated that
man appeared to be in his fortes or fifies when

he died, making him very old for that period.

Chatters and Johnson noled that the skeleton showed
ah hsaleu broken arm ard » hesled broen o and

by 1inch basall spear point
empocind i e shotore pelic bone (which was
ot the cause of death). Before a detailed scientiic
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and Star Trek: The Next Generation actor Patick

Man, butit depicted the discovery as a joke.
Butthere is far more (o his story.
The history of the colorization of North America by
humans has been represented as 3
migration across the Bering Strait land bridge during
the last lce Age. More recent archaeological research
has begun to uncover an enommous amount of
evidence that speaks 10 the contrary. That evidence
gesa bt Furs s & much ot conpl ard
sizeable migration to North America. Archaeologiss
Thot Heyerdat, fo exampe, aro cominced
that the colonization of North America by humans



from
diflerert. regions. The Kennewick Man is. further
evidence of such a colonization wave.

US. Amy Coms of Engineers owns,
Columbia River shoreline through the Tr-Cities, so o
claimed ownership of the skeleton. However,
according to the Native American Graves Protection
and Repamanon Act NAGPRA) signad i faw by
President . if human
remaine o found o federallands and teir cutural

Yakama, Wannapum, and Colill) claimed
remains as theirs,

In April 1998, to_protect any other skeletons and
facts from the curious hands of archaeologists, the

US. Amy Cops of Engineers covered the

Kennewick site with five hundred tons of rock fl

Curously, we find the Smithsonian _istiion
embroiled in the act, wihh Douglas Owsley. a
Smithsonian anthropologis!, taking over the disputed
remains ai ing 1o turn them over to any of the
rative nations. He contends that the remains’
potential contributions 1o science are 100 great, and
that Kennewick Man could not be linked to any one
tribe. Owsley, along with eight other anthropologists,
filed a lawsuit on the matter in 1996 in US. Distict
Courtin Portiand, Oregon.

8 H Yosgers of e Pacc Cosst and e

n The fi ns fought the
Snovopaoists i cor, tming bt e repeton
law covered the Kennawick Man and that scientiic
examinations disrespecied Native American belifs
about the sancity of thair dead. In 2002, Judge John
Jeiderks uled in he anthvopologiss' favor. The ruling
did not seta timetable for the studies fo be completed
or published. The Army Corps of Engincers, which
remais e egal guardan of Kerpowick Man
him n the Burke Museum, a neural sit agreeable to
boththe tibes and scientists.

Due to a costly lifigation process for the five Native
Amarcan ators, a bt te Umadles dopped e
The Umatila tribe of Naive Americans
mﬂusslsd custody of the remains, warting to bury
cording 1o tribal badition. However,
esenrchons hoping 1o study the remains cortested
their claim. The Umatila tradition hoids that their

Kennewick Man s not Native American is tantamount
o the government rejecting their beli

Werstig; e gamiert esation sho lards

nt that Kemnewick Man
Goscended fom a race oher Ban the ndigonos
Northwest native peoples.

On February 4, 2004, the USS. Court of Appeals for
tho Nith Gl e thl a ot Ik bataoen the

tibe ard e skoltonvas raLme. The pped
custody lawsuit, and the ruling suppused\y opencd
e oo o more et sy,

In April 2005, US. Senator John McCain introduced

and later pushed through an amendment to NAGPRA

(Senate Bill 536), which, in section 108, woud
ihe definition of ‘Native American fror

be found. Proponents of this inferpretation argue that
this remains in accord with curent scientfic
ndsesaning that It I o cases possie r
prefistoric. remains. traced to curent mbal
bloodines. The dlﬁcu\ly i aod 4 1 long histor

of social Voyagers of the Pacihc Coast and e,
Kennewick Man H 85

upheaval, forced resettiement, and extinction of entire
ethnicilies caused by disease and warfare in the
‘wake of European colonization.



But McCain's redefiniion did not remove the
controversy surrounding Kennewick Man.

Finaly, in July 2005, some of the nation's leading

and

released some of their findings. But for the.

public, the secrets of the Kemnewick Man are siil
secret

C. Loring Brace is a professor of anthvopology at the
University of Michigan. He was one of the scienlists
who had to wait nine years to study the famous
skoloton.

"One lok at et 1rg. and | knew It vas golrg o
relate fo the Ainu of Japan” he said. The Ainu wer
tre orgihal and frs. peope of Japan hefors being
e o exinlon i el homelan. The dea of
the Norihwest represented a radical
an T ractonsl frking. When Kormowick Man was
dscoversd, e was. inaly thought 10 be
Ero

But as Brace explains, “The Ainu don't look like other
Japanese.

They have light skin, wavy hair and body hair. And
their eyes donitlook Asian atall”7

Jom Stang, a Seatte Postitel igencer
comespondent who authored a detailed account of
Kennewick Man's odyssey, interviewed Brian kely, a
spokesman for the Smithsorian nstiution, about
when the public may expect 10 read the conclusions
drawn from the examination at the University of
Washington's Burke Museum.

Irey repled, “The scientists are unsure how long it wil
take unil their indings are published."s

Slpharie lolvts, te mussun's pubkc aureach
roinator, was quoted i the artck as saying, °
et e et et hasms oo any proeinary

resuts out'9

When the 2006 examination was finished, the only
statements offered indicated that the Kemnewick Man
was ikely i is thiries 86 H Voyagers of the Pacific
Coast and the Kennewick Man when he died, that the
spear wound did not kil him, and that the estimated

years. They did litle more than confirm the original
study completed by Chatters and Johnsonin 1996.

Since 2006 nothing has_been publicly disclosed
about the studies conducted on the remains. Today

Umatila nation (which had the highest profile during
the fitigation) have any idea of the progress made by
scientists. Nor has either reported seeing the remains
of the Kennewick Man since 2006. Other researchers

e requested access to the skeleton for their own
meastrements and DNA studies. But so far the corps
has denied every request.

Rather than clearing the area for more revealing

s lable
akropocits o researches, wcoets I8 Goried,
Rather than lurning the bones over o the tribe that
claims the remains as their ancestor based on legal
ights giveno them by the government, the bones are
kept in a museum basement. Couid the answer be
that the Kennewick Man is assoctated with an ancient
and advanced civiization and that an explanation as

his remains have tumed up is dreaded by
various authorities? Is that why it seems that exreme
steps have been taken to_patiently remove the
discovery from public awareness?



The Kennewick Man can be compared with the
discovery of a 10,300-year-od skeleton discovered in

ur Knees Cave on southeast Alaska's Prince of
Wales lsland. The remains were named Shuka Kaa,
which means “Man Ahead of Us." Shuka Kaa was
estimated to be roughly twenty years old at the time of
his death. The anthropologists involved in- this
iscovry quckly med e ncomplets remains over

the native tibe of the area fo ‘Some

specuiate that a legal Voyagers of the Patc Const
and the Kennewick Man H 87

bate cve incomplte remsin tt woud ot ikely
contribute to current knowledge wouid be a

Author  Michael Cremo's book  Forbidden
Archacology offers a great deal of additional
documentation that suggests modem humankind's
aniquiy far oxcoeds acoepiod chronologes. For

xample, Cremo offers a report ffom the June 11,
591, ciionof o Morisonal T,

curious find was brought to light by Mrs. S. W. Guip
Iast Tuesday moring. As she was breaking a lump of
coal preparatory fo puting it in the scuttie. she
discovered, as the lmp fell apart, embedded in a
circuiar shape a small gold chain about ten inches in
length of antique and quaint workmanship. At first
Mrs. Gup thought the chain had been dropped

of coal broke it separated amost in the middle, and

the circular position of the chain placed the two ends

near to each other, and as the lump separated, the

idde ofthechain becams oasenad whe sachend
mained faster

This is a study for the students of archaeology who
love to puzzle their brains over the geological
construction of the earth from whose ancient depth the
curious is always dropping out. The lump of coal from
which this chain was taken is supposed (o come for
the Taylonill or Pana mines [southe linois] and
almost hushes one's breath with mystery when it is
thought for how many long ages the earth has been
forming strata after strata which hid the golden links

m view, The chain was an eightcarat gold and
weighed eight penny-weights. 10

Ho rols trat fn liis Stls Gedogical Suvey
contended that the coal encasing the gold chain was
omwaen 360 s 335 o years old.

Another instance involved a reportissued in 1871 by
Wiliam E.

88 H Voyagers of the Pacific Coast and the

Kennewick Man Dubois of the Smithsonian Insituion.

Dubois reported that several manmade objects were

found at unusual depths during driling in Ninois. The

first object was what appeared 1o be a copper coin. n
ftter

auger” after driling at 125 feet Later reporis
suggested that the bject had been discovered at a
depth of 114 feet rather than 125 feet. The liinois
Stale Geclogical Suvey ofced an esimal fr the
age of depor THdfool level:
Snetin beswoen 205,00 an 400,000 years.”

Dubois said the coin contained crude inscriptions ina
language that he didn't recognize, and that the coin's
overall appearance differed from any known coin.
Dubois seemed certain that the object was made ina
machine shop. He said the uriform thickness of the
coin indicated that it had *passed through a roling-
milland if the ancient Indians had such a contrivance,
must have been prehistoric."t

The object, according to experts noted by Cremo,
suggests the existence of a civiization at least two
hundred thousand years ago in North America. This
directy coniradicts the widely held assumption that
the eariest humans inteligent enough to make and
use coins Ived one hundred thousand years ago.

In Whiteside County, llinois, at a depth of 120 feet,



workers discovered a small trove of objects, including
*a large copper ring or fer-nue, similar to

on ship spars at the present time. . .. They also found
‘something fashioned like a boat-hook " One observer

re numerous instances of relics found at

lesser depths. A spear-shaped hatchet, made of iron,

was found imbedded in clay at 40 feet; and stone

pipes and potiery have been unearthed at depths
ing from 10 t0 50 feetin many locailties "12

In September 1984 the Ninois State Geological
Survey wrote to Cremo and his associates that ‘the
age of deposils at 120 fest in Whiteside County
varies greaty. b some places, one wouid find at 120

fest deposits only 50,000 years old, while in other
places one woud find Sirian bedrook 410 miion
years o
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The singuiar sort of terriorial rage evoked by these
softs of claims emerged in 1996 when NBC
broadcast a _prime-time _special -
Mysterious Origins of Man” The special featured
material from Cremo’s book, and it sent America's
academic and scientific communities into a
reaction from the scientfic community was especially
fiery, as NBC was inundated with leters from irate
scientists. Amid cries of

*Hoax!” the scientists tied to force NBC to agree
never (o reair the broadcast. When that didn't work,
opponent scienists took their case (o the FCC. I a
letter to the FCC, Dr. Alson Palmer, president of the

iute for Cambrian Studies, wrote, "At the very
least, NBC shoud be required to make substantial
prime-time apologies o their viewing audience for
suficient period of time so that the audience clearly
gets the message that they were duped."14

Wait i they hear abou the gianis,

Seven
giants in Ancient America

Meriwether Lewis, described as a giant of American
‘may have been preceded by an enire race of
real,historical giarts.

Despite being a prominent theme in all the word's
mythologies, the lore about gianis generall remains
inthe resknof ks es. R s o0 e st
ancient peoples from differer

o oo peakf om0 of i,

Genesis 6:4 offers, “There were giants in the earth in
those days; and also after that, when the sons of God
came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare
children to them, the same became mighty men which
were of old, men of renown.”

In another famous bibiical account we leam
battle between David and Goliath. While dnggmg "
ol es.Sai 1 2005, atchasologists from Bardn
University in lsrael discovered _potiery ~sherds
mentioning the name of Goliath. The writing on the
shards represents the oldest Philistine inscriptions




ever found. The area of Tell es-Safi was known in
ancient times as the lands of Gath it encompasses
an area surounding two large mounds located on the
border between the Judean foothils and the coastal
plin Coverng mao hana undrd acts, fs ono of
the_most important archacological sites in kral.
Profassor Aren Masi, rctor of e To o6-Safi/

Gl Arshacologcal Proct, suggests that.the
discoveries being there point to the leg
being

%0
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He says in a press release issued by Barlan
University, “This  inscriptionappears 1o _provide
evidence that the biblical story of Goliath is, in fact,
based on more or less, the time which is depicted in
tre bicalte. an tcert ot o cim tat
Goliath can orly be unds in the context of laer
Phases of e Hon Age ars Lrwamaried-

What's more suprising than reified bibiical accounts
are stories of gianis ling in the West. Some of the
American gians' last days have been preserved in
what remains of the writings of the conquistadores.

The valuable information contained in the various
writings from the Spanish invasion of the New World
s so fanastic s hard to believe what they say.

the tremendous amount of research done
by Stephen Quayle, who brought to light the verified
writen accounts of gianis from the early sieenth
certy here row appecrs fo bo bora fdo writen

idence that as itle as five hundred years ago
Gantswere uwm inthe Americas.

\n 1519, Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda mapped the lands
g the Gulf Coast, strategically marking the various.

e 4 baye, nfceatle ke, and poring

areas, all of which belonged to the king of Spain.

After covering the coastines from Florida to as far as

he
reports finding a large settement of native vilages
inhabited by giants.

After the gianis proved to be friendly, Pineda and
crew setlled among then to rest and make repairs.

Pineda detailed the abundance of gold found in the
fiver, and how the nafives wore plenty of gold-

Guif Coast. The first known map of the guf 92 H
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also included Pineda's writings about the fantastic
race of giants iving there. These sketches and
wriings are known as Garay's Cédua and were
archived by the famous Spanish compiler Martin
Fernandez de Navarrete. They can be found today by
visiing the Archivo General de Idias, in Sevile,
Spain.

Twenly years after Pineda mapped the Gul,
Francisco Coronado marched with a huge expedition
across the American Southwest searching for the
legendary Seven Cities of Cibola, or what we refer to
today as EI Dorado. While on their quest Coronado’s
expediition crossed paths with several tribes of Indian
giants. We have tis information tharks to the writings
of Pedo de Castaneda, who accompanied
Coronado and wrote the complete and amazing
history of the expedition. A fascinating tale concerning
giants found in Castaneda’s book details the joumey
‘made by Hemando de Alarcon.



Low on provisions, a frantic Coronado sent Alarcon to
find 2 er hatcod bring supplies moreoasi o e
‘Spanish outposts along the Califormia and Mexican
coasts.Afer nary destroing is snps and mising
the waiting party at the rendezvous point, Alarcon
hap-hazardy Toated up the mou of the muky
Colorado River. Alarcon and his men became the first
Europeans to fight the rough rapids as he brought his
flet into the heart of the Colorado River, reaching as
far as the lower reaches of the Grand Canyon. While
coasting up the river, Alarcon and his men came upon
a seffement of an estimated two hundred giant
wariors. These giants, amazed by foreign inruders
on the riverbanks, were ready to attack.

But Alarcén defused the situation by making peace
s awemg it which everaly von thom o
ategorized with the
Drevzllmg bes of e arsa 25 seng the Cocope
Indiar

thousand more members of this giant ribe were
discovered and reported farther upstream.

Discoverios of giais rave also been reportd i

Dormirican friar Diego Durdn is

resvonslh\e for writing some of the earliest Western

ks on the history and culre of the Aztecs. His
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femilymoved fom Spain o Mesico Oty when e s
1y young, which allowed im (o grow up around the.
Temaing pives of ouco.

While attending school he was frequently exposed to
Azitec culure, then under the colorial e of Spain. He

speak and read the native Nahuatl Azie \zr\gmge

ing the Adiecs’ trust, he was able to gain
atcess 0.3 vast amount of krowedge concemg e
history of pre-Columbian Mexico.

His witings are some of the oldest known suniving
texts that give us actual firsthand narratives from the
ancient Aztecs. Because he spent thirty-two years
‘among the Aztecs gathering information, learming how

hamans, scholars_regard Duran's work s
extremely importart. In The_History of the Indies of
New Spain, he exhausiively describes the history of
Mexico ffom its mysterious ancient orgins up 10

west and occupation by the Spariards. In these
wrilings the Aziecs were ot shy when it came fo
talking about iarts.

But Durén did't need to hear or read about them. He
could see them.

While living in Mexico he came in contact with giant
Indians on several occasions. Writing abou these

unters, he says emphaticall, I cannot be
denied that there have been giants in this country. |
canaffm s asan eyewiness,oravo met men of
monstrous stature here. |

he was all of three feet taler than the others."2

Beral Disz de st marhed a5  svordsman
inder Hernén Cortés during the conquest of
Vesion Ao s ving these expediions he lived to

campaign Hisbook woud como (o o krown a5 The
History of the Cong New  Spain

Umonunaxe\y Sea'tied weloe. seelrg his book
lished.
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Fifty years later the manuscript was found in a Madrid
library. | was finaly published in 1632. The book
provides an eyewitness account of the conquest of
Mexico, and it remains one of the most signficant
sources documenting the collapse of the Aztec



par . Diaz

counts the history of the now-defeated Tiaxcatec
Indians, mentioning a race of enomous giants that
had once inhablled their land. During these
encounters Diaz even had the chance fo examine
firsthand evidence of this long-forgotten race.

He wites:

Ty sad el ancesiors ad o e bt very ol
men and women with huge bones had once dwelt
among them. Bt bacase they were a very bad
people with wicked customs they had fought against
them and kiled them, and those of them who
remained had died off. And to show Us how big these
giants had been they brought us the leg-bone of one,
which was very thick and the height of an ordinary-
sized man, and that was a leg-bone from the hip o
the knee. | measured myself against it, and it was as
tallas | am, though | am of a reasonable heigh. They
brought other pieces of bone of the same kind, but
they were all otten and eaten away by the soil

We were all astonished by the sight of these bones
and fell certain there must have been gianls in that
land3

An Halian scholar from Venice, Antonio Pigafetta,
traveled with famous Portuguese explorer Ferdinand
Magelan and his crew on their voyage to the Indies.
During the expedition Pigafetta became Magelan's
assistant and kept an accurate journal that detailed
th adous acirtas Wh rathe . b Magel
ans Voyage: A Namaive First
Circumnavigation, there are numerous elronces
glants. Pigafetta amusingly wites:

We had been two whole months in tis harbor without
sighing anyone when one day (without anyone
expecting it) we saw on the shore Giants in Ancient

a huge giant, who was naked, and who danced,
leaped and sang, allthe while throwing sand and dust
on his head. Our Caplain ordered one of the crew o
walk towards him, teling this man also o dance, leap
and sing as a sign of friendship. This he did, and led
the giant 1o a place by the shore where the Captain
was waiting. And when the giant saw us, he manveled
e s sl nd porid 1 e sl bllerg e
came from heaven. He was so fal that even the
Iorgest of us cama oy 1o micway between N waie
and his shoulder 4
Pigafetia was among the suniving 18 men who
d o Spain in 1522. The other 240 men of the.
expediition all died, including Magelan

rour e st it Magelan vas haing s

maion, e amad explorer Amerigo
Vespucci was charting the Carmbean since of
t Ja. Amerigo, for ird of

giants he encountered on the modem-day isiand of
Curagao.

Recounting this experience, Vespucci writes, “We
inded to see if we coud find fresh water, and
imagiring that the island was not inhabted because
saw o people. Going along the shore we beheld
very large footprnts of men on the sand. And we
ged el tber memers wers of corssponcing
size, that they must be very big mer

As Vespucei and his men ventured into the island
jungle he wites,

'We discovered a rail and set ourselves to walk on it
two leagues and a half nland; we met with a vilage of
twelve houses in which we did not ind anyone except
five women, two old ones and thvee girs S0 lofy in
Stature that we gazed at them in astonishment '6

Vespucel and his men were inted to eat and drink.
Whie ing 3 by omed a pln o icnap s e
emﬂc girs. But their plans dissolved quickl

i men of e wlage remed. n a olat of andety,
Yoepuodi rocal



While we were thus plotting, thirty-six men arived,
uho eiered e huse whers e vere dinking,and

y vers of such oy sabrs tat 06 H Gians in
preeop

each of them was taller when upon his knees than |
was when standing erect, Men that were so well bui,

stature of gians in their great size and in the
peoporion of el bodke, wich comesporded vith
their heigt

When the men erfered, some of our fellows were so
frightened that at the moment they thought they were
done for. The warriors had bows and amows and
tremendous oar blades firished off ke swords.

When they saw our small stature, they began to
comerse wih s o leam who ws vers and whorco
came. We gave them soft words for the Sake of
amlly and epied 1o tem in sigh arguage st we
peace and that we were out to see the
Vol et e odged 1 wie 10 per fom thom
without controversy, and 5o we went by the same trail
by which we had come. They stuck with us al the way.
o the sea and unil we embarked.7

Vespucei and company made it safely back to their
boats and fired off a few shots from their guns. The
raptoncd gias scatiered back ino ol Wiogos,

and Vospusel saled sway. He promply named
Curagao the fle of Giants.

One of the most famous and colorful figures of the
American Old West was "Buffalo BIl" Cody, an
American soldier, bison hunter, and early frontier
shouman. Bufid Bil wole it s auobiograhy
about the strange beiie

While camping with Cody and an Army surgeon‘ ‘e
Indians presented them with very large bones. One of
them was supposedly a thighbone from a giant. Cody.
and the surgeon were amused as they listened to the
Pawnee explain the origins of the bone.

Cody writes, “The Indians said the bones were of a
race of people who long ago lived in that country.

y said these people were three times the size of a
man of present day, and were so swift they could run
by the side of a buffalo, and taking the animal in one
arm, could tear off a leg and eat t as they ran."8

He continues:
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These giants denied the existence of a Great Spirit,
hen hy heard e tundoror saw e lghing, ey
laughed and dedlared that re_greater than
e The 6 dapeased e Greo Somt e
caused a deluge. The water rose figher and higher
S0 that it drove these proud, and conceiled giants
from the ow grour to te i, and herce lo e

but at last even the mountainiops were
Sibmerged and lhe those mammoth men ners o
drunad. Afer e food bed aubaided e Grest
Spirit came to the concusion that he had made man
100 large and powerful, and that he would therefore,
correct the mistake by crealing a race of men of
‘smallr size and less strength. This s the reason, say.
the Indians, that moder men are small and not like

that this story is a matter of Indian history, but what is
its origin no man can say 9

The giant bones belonging o Buffalo Bill were
eventually given o a museum, which prompty lost
them,

According to an article published in the May 13, 1928,
edition of the Humboldt Star, a nine-foot-tal red-
ired mummy was discovered deep Inside the
Lovelock Cave, located tweniy miles south of the town
of Lovelock, Nevada. solated on top of a high hil, the
cave is estimated 1o be 40 feet deep and 180 feet
Piute_Indians told the oarly Nevadan

seters fantastic stories about the origins of the cave,
including tales about their fierce batties with red-



eporedly siokod he o uilal he rermaining giants
had been smothered by smoke.

Furher evidence supporting local legends about
giants had emerged in 1911 when a mining company
plowing for bat guano in Lovelock Cave began to find
amazing artifacts. They discovered layers of bumed
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materials and broken arrows that validated the Pites’

‘away. One museum did manage to preserve some of
the items discovered at Lovelock Cave.

The Humbolt County Museum at Winnemucca,
Nevada, has in its collection a skull fom one of the
gianis. Stan Nielsen, the famed treasure hunler, pilot,
and photojouralit, wert o investigate ths skull with
some dental plaster and a camer

curator graciously allowed Nieisen to compare the
plaster model of a normal-size man's jaw with a jaw of
one of the giants found in the museum’s collection.

The photographic evidence clearly shows the vast
difference in size between the plaster model and the
immense jaw from the giant skull.

What's more amazing is that anyone can see this
skul for themseves by contacting the fiendly staff at
the Humbolt County Museum. Recent  e-mail
transactions have verified that some of the
sensational Lovelock Cave ariifacts, including a giant
skul, are being kept n the back room of the museu.

But stories about similar sensational discoy

Archacology, which was  busy exploring the
system in Belize. Seemingly buried
inthe article is the important statement made by lead

While diving and digging through these deep fossil
beds, Lucero discovered “femur bones the size of a
bowling bal”

These giant bones were discovered near elephant
tusks and pelic bones.

Licem s & lamdeg the g bon beir
saing, e et hoso i place. Wo only remove

few small fossils so cimine. are ey
foasised? G bore? They re deiey fossied,
we know they have 10 be of a certain age. But were
they here, were these megafauna Gianis in Ancient
America H 99

present during occupation by humans 20,000, 15,000
years ago? Or are they much older?"10

‘The remains of ancient giants in America are scarce,
but evidence, both empirical and anecdotal, does
exist. By reading the various newspapers and town
journals of the 1800s a serious investigator will find a
suprising number of stories about  discoveries
conceming giarts.

Mary sy, ameroe fom mouds gt wers ey
excavated by hordes of new frontiersmen moving
st long 6 vall bazad by e Cnlps of Discovery.

Lewis and Clark's mission was to find a sensible
route 1o the Pacific Ocean, to categorize the plants
and animals, to map the land, and to give new names
o the rivers and mountains. Most of al, they came to
Propae th vy o th crisugh of 8 new chlaton
on concepls of progress, change,
wmawn T rosorces et were dter alon o o



experience, they were hand-picked by President
Jefferson for this monumental mission. Their
instructions were precise.

Treir meticuious  handiing,  documenting,

17, 1805, and that it would be undlear on what day
exactly the expedition reached the Pacific Ocean. The
0dd and scattered accounts during those days, and
p to November 17, suggest that they may have spert
some time doing something other than seeking a way.
tothe beach.

Eight
“The Hero retums

“The winter spent in Fort Clatsop was a difficuit one for
the Corps of Discovery. The days were dreary,
cloudy, and cold, with e sunight.

Supply was low, and the explorers had to
resort to rationing as the salmon ran out and the bad

‘made it impossible to conduct any successful
hunting outings. The retum trip home weighed heavily
on the men's hearts as they contempiated the long
joumey back and the possible disasters awaiting
them,

With low morale attibuted to stanvation, the Corps of

mountain snow to melt before riding back to the
Continental Divide. Here the corps spit inlo two
teams,

Lewis varied 1o o0ire the Wares River, which ho
ramed after his beloved ct e men
ong on tis doton Ho o 1o osoare e
porthem reaches of the Marias, and although he didnt
know it at the fime, Lews and his team were
wandering into sacred hunting grounds.

The decision o explore this new teritory suggests
that Lewis was in ful miltary strategist mode and had

route between the Marias and Saskatchewan Rivers
would have 100
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been helpful in cuting irto the packets of Canadian
fur raders. The Canadians dominated the lucrative fur
rade business, and America was desperate {0 get a
piece of the action. Lewis was looking
breakthvough to fufl this part of the expedition's
assignment.f he had suflered a mental breakdown at
Fort Clatsop, it seems question-able that he would
have been 5o motivated.

Urfortunately the route did not appear, and Lewis had
o choice but to continue downriver, where he
encountered the Blackfeet ibe.




re heavily armed
known for unprovoked snscks on their neighbors, the
NezPercs and Shos!

Whenthe horse-iding warriors approached Lewis, he
feared the worst. Outnumbered but alert, Lewis was
prepared to fight to the death fthe warriors made any.
attempt to rob him of his papers, suvey instruments,
or gun. The Blackleet were shocked 1o see these
white men troting upon their land and were equaly

the Blackfeet invited him and his men to camp, he
haditle choice but to agree.

This was the first time they had encountered this ribe,
and there were many things Lewis was not awre of.
For example, he was unaware that the Blackfoet had
been given guns by Canadian and British raders.

The Blackfeet's dominance over the Nez Percé and

‘Shoshone depended on this advantage. Lewis made

the mistake of tellng the Blackfeet abot their eariier

deaings i e NezPPar s Stostone ibes and

raively explained how was aming and

cooperaing wi e Sackiets . ukooningly
creating a direct thveat to teir nter

Hoping for poace and o decert NgHts st Lowis
offered the Blackfeet some horses and tobacc

He assigned one man 1o lookout duty, and Lewis and

the aters wers abo o fl ssee. Emausm the

man on duty also fel asleep. Taking advar

it a Blcdest aror Yy St some of
102 H The Hero Retums

and was making his escape when one of
Tovise man wok in 4 Io se6 Hm neving. The
commotion that ensued ended the fretful rest, and
Lewis avake fom a ‘prfound” sleep o 2 chaotc

rightmar the young Blackfeet thief
was caught by one arLovis e

Instead of retuming the weapons, the young warrior
decided to make a fight out of . As they wrested
Lewis's man pulled out his krife and plunged it deep
o the Blackfeet’s chest and killed him.

Momens later the other Blackfoet thieves were

0 shoot f the renegades got brave, Lewis went after
the Blackfeet who had taken his horse. Lewis gave
chase until he ran out of breath. What followed was

most frightening encounter of his jourmey. He
writes in his joural

at the distance of three hundred paces they entered
one of those steep ritches in the biffwih the horses
before them being nearly out of breath. | could pursue
o futher, | called o them as | had done several times

hir who
around and stopped at the distance of 30 steps o
me and | shot him through the belly.

He fel o his knees and on fis right elbow from which
position he party raised himself up and fired at me.
And tuming himsef about crawled in behind a rock,
which was a few feet from him.

overshot me. Being bareheaded | elt the wind of
his bulet very distincty. 1

Afer te shootrg, the est of e iiane fed Lawis

w he and his men were now in a worid of trouble.
A i tod ipomatc sxouion had endodn doat
for two Blackfeet and near-disaster for him and The
Hero Retums H 103



n. The echo of the nearly fatal whizzing bullet
e fim ahakers

He rounded up the men and available horses, and
fearful of a revenge party, they rode fast and hard out
of there. Lewis left behind a reminder of his presence
by placng e Jefrson peace medal around e

dead warrior. He and rode
franticall back to the Missouri, mpm fora reunion
wilh the rest of the Corps of Discover

Meanwhile Clark and his group had enfered Crow
teritory along the Yelowstone River in present-day
porthem Wyorming. By then it was summer, and the
refreshing breeze must have been a welcome change
from the chiling Oregon winter, and a sign they were
closer to the culmination of the joumey.

Wi Clark ard s men wero sating up camp on e
‘amicably approa

et et endinoss wae a rade. Tho Crow
natives were the most notorious horse thieves of the
plains. By morming half of Clark's horses were gone,
and not a single Crow could be found. The loss of
horses made the journey diffcul, because the group
had to walk long stretches in the heat unfl new horses

i conast l Lewis's oubed explraton of e
Missouri and Marias, Clark's

Yellowstone held pleasant surpnses and visual
wonders. Though he missed discovering Yelowstone
Park by about forty miles, Clark did discover
monuments recognized by other ancient ravelers

most memoratle one i 2 gantsandstone piler

Pompys Towsr aer Secagaweats. ant ey
whom he had icknamed "Pompy,” which means

itle chief.* Captain Clark carved the date and his

froglyphs. Many of the oldest giyphs have eroded
with time, but Clark's signature has been framed and
protected by a thin screen. These weren't the ony
petroglyphs Clark encountered on the return joumney.

In Kansas, a short distance from the mouth of the
Nemaha River, he examined petroghyphs that
resembled stars in the night sky.
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After camping near the pillr, Clark and his team

coniued hor jouney. Surounded by bison, hey
had no shortage of food or pan-oramic v
ever-stretching skies blanketed them as they. oo
their bulboats down the Yellowstone River. They
stopped periodically 50 a few of Clark's men coud
venture into the wildemess to hunt for food. Clark's
en weren e onycres seeking nuisert i o
area. Meriwether Lewis and his men had escaped a
Ui death Tom the Biackioet 24 hey hued down
the Missouri. Eager to be reurited with the expedition
at the convergence of the Yelowstone and Missour
Rivers, Lewis fode at a bistering pace.

Expausted and fungryafr g sl Lowis ook

his hip and screamed out in pain. Lewis immediately
assumed one of his own men had shot him, but when
he didn't hear a response, he feared it might have
been fostle naios. Rushing back fo e rver ho
organized the men and moved on. There were no
e ot bsseen vicinity, and none of the
men ever admitted to shaoting him.

For Lewis it was just another bad omen, a stack of
which seemed to be growing since he had left the
Pacic coas. Varous theries emerged 1o exoin

shot volume of published specuiation
suggesu that Lewis was mistaken for an ek by a
poor-sighted riverman and transla-tor Pierre Cruzatte
and shot by mistake.



On August 12, 1806, Lewis reunited with Clark and
the rest of the expedition. Relieved and spent, Lewis
showed Clark his injury.

Fortunately the wound wasn't lfe threateing. But the
bulet had gone straight through, and the mangled
flesh had become infected. With the help of natural
medicine and rest, Lews recovered bul was in no
mood for writing. His frustration is evident as he
makes his last joural entry complaining about the
pain he suffered from the gunshot wound.

Knowing that the distance home was now shorer, he
was eager (o get inlo the canoes and sail ith the
curtents back to St. Louis. ks at ths point that Lewis
assigns all future wriing to Clark, and with obvious
The Hero Returns H 105

roketho ivs u s ol s calanofth expeion
s his sworn dues without m.
fiodpielis spectator.

As Lewis and Clark made their way home during late
September the expediion made more important
z00logical and botanical discoveries. I all they
discovered more than 179 new species of plants and
rees and 122 species of animals, birds, and fish

s he Corpe of msmvery glided down the Missour,

ey gradually lifed. The
exnlorws had Dammpamd in one of the most
adventurous and amazing camping tips of all ime
and had lived 1o tel the world about it

It must be restated here that Lewis and Clark were
only rediscovering the ancient lands of America. Dr.

this notion, and another who paid a price for t.

Hanard-educated professor, Dr. Fell wiote
groundbreaking works on New World epigraphy. This
linguistic study consumed Fell as he researched and
covered grounds his peers woud not Not
surprisingly, the acadernic establishment ignored his
revelations, tring their best to erase him from history.
with silence or critique.

But when looking into Felr's work it becomes clear he
possessed an encyclopedic amount of knowledge,
especialy on the fopics of ancient languages. Fol
was far ahead of self-proclaimed experts who restrict
their vork 0 2 singe sarpt orlarguage. ol siued

languages, and he wrole his first study on the
o petroglyphs of Polynesia in 1940

He Ho's workcnicatad n the puscatonofa gy
of controversial books in the. mous
s eos bookswes Ao B,

In it, based on his studies of ancient rock art, he

the a
gerera publc The acadomics oven brovght ot the
big guns from the Smithsonian's _anihropoiogy
depariment to write the accepted 106 H The Hero
Relums

scholarly rebuttal to Fel's work Leting the
Smithsonian investigate theories of pre-Columbian
visitors 1o America’s shores is like letiing Charlie
Manson investigate the Sharon Tate murders.

Itis important to bear in mind that the majoriy of the
early Euopean colonists were uneducated in cultural
anifropology, and when they looked at any rock art,

y had no idea as to the ars anliuity, its
significance, or about the people who had created it
The colonisls coud barely communicate with the
Native Americans about simple survival

Thia lack,of commincaton esued in urceads of
years of knowledge wailing undiscovered o
wnexplored. et wo changed all this, or was at
least supposed to, before he was condemned.

‘Some of Fel's work addressed the megallhic stone
oddities found throughout the New Enaland states.



Known as America's Stonehenge, the ruins found at
Mystery Hil, New Hampshire, bear a_stiking
resemblance to those found in England. Some of

discovered they were dedicated 1o the Celtic sun god.,
Bel. Dol vas a0 loown o5 Baal ard e
vorstipoed by e Phoericians who ca

Palestine. These of Ber ypes o
erarmings b beon o e olararampers o
across New England.

Fell made another bizarre discovery several miles off
‘coast of Maine, finding a stone inscribed in what
he determined to be Goidelic Celtic writing. After
deciphering it Fell determined that the tablet spoke of
ships sailing from Phoenicia. This provided evidence
of what zsaume o be oat
Phoenicians and Cels were bra
o touched e lands o America before Coumbus.

Fell provided another example of inercuitural rade in
ancient America when he studied a three-hundred-
pound chunk of pink granite first discovered in
Bourne, Massachusets, around 1860. Fel was able
to identify the letters inscribed on the stone as
variation of the Punic and berian alphabets found in
ancient Spain. He translated the writing as recording
the amexation of modem-day Massachusetts by
Hanno The Hero Retums H 107

the navigator, a commander of Carthage. The

Carthaginians were the natural successors fo the

Phoenicians and continued the tradition of maritime

dominance. Hanno was a real historical figure who
ng

According to the Greeks, Hanno was said o have
circumnavigated the Atanic.

Aflr a lengry examinatonof e rurs fabiing e

mote areas of Vermont, Fell was convinced of the
imporiance of his discoveries, witing, “Within ten
days we were inding dozens of Ogam inscriptions on

ther more remote site in central Vermont.

became clear that ancient Cels had bui these stone
chambers as religious shrines, and the Carthaginian
mariners were visitors who were permitted to worship

t them and make dedications in their own language
o their own gods."2

Perhaps Fell's most important contibution to pre-

and Libyan script. Fel estimated the age of the stele
o be ninth century BCE. Another curious stele thought
0 be of the same age was discovered around 1888
o sland, New York, and contains more
Egyptian and Libyan script.

This bilingual inscribed tablet referred to an
expedition sent from Egypt. Fell suggested that early
visitors from Egypt might have raded with 1
Algonguin Indians and perhaps taught them how to
use Egyplian hieroghphic signs in wriing. Fel
the inscriptions and began to compare them
i wings of e Agonqunionac dars of
taine. Using an \mwamar‘guage dictoner prop
by 5 missonary around 1890, Feh rted e doar
cimiatios beweon o witon oot of o
AlgonguinMicmac Indians and that of ancient Egyp.
He concluded that the Micmac language was actualy
a derivaxive of ancient Egypiar

108 H The Hero Retums

i disconey fom a profesor at Hanvrd Unersiy
. Instead

museums and libraries or buried in basement
archives.



we been other Egyptian artifacts discovered
in America that shared the same fate. A parlicuarly
interesting one is a 9-inchvhigh Egyptian soapstone
statue found in an ancient burial mound in Libertyile,
Hinois. Information about this important discovery is
only 1o be found in an obscure Ancient American
magazine artice from 1999. The wel-crafted object
cearly portrays an Egyplian man hoiding a
shepherd’s crook and a fail, both of which are
recogrizable icons of ancient Egypt.

i 1952 smwwrsl oons bssrg arcirt Hotes
iconography were fousd in Kentocky. Dr. Ralph
Nareis of the Unversiy of Ghicaga deniied tho
iconography on the coins as being related (o the
revoltof the Jews against Rome in 132-135 CE.

In Tennessee several artfacts have tumed up bearing
Hebrew script, the most important being the Bat

Stone, professionally_excavated by the
Sitsorian mound suey profet n Temesseo n
1839, The Stone was unea m an
indeiroed pura mouns by Cynus Thoman, o
initially declared that the curious inscriptions didnt
resemble the Cherokee alphabet at al. The stone

claims were denied despite no offcial study to prove
otherwise.

There seems to be no shortage of Roman coins in
Kentucky. Once g8 the esabishmen chooses I
best weapon—silence.

Take, for example, the case in 1963, when a
construction engineer found a stockple of coins while

Kot of e cote i b The e Rourre 1

did give two away to his fiiend, also an engineer on
the project. Thirty years later the engineer's widow
brought these two coins o the Fals of the Ohio
Museum in Clarksville, Indiana. The museum curator,
Troy McCommick, idenified one of the coins as a
bronze of Claudius I from 268 CE. The other coi
was examined by Mark Lehman, an expert in ancient
coins and president of Ancient Coins for Education,
nc. He recognized it as a folls of Maximinus I, from
around 300 CE.

‘The Falls of the Ohio Museum had these coins on

display for a number of years unii it was informed by

the it of N tat the it conficed it e

state’s archaeological policy, claiming ther

Gocumentod ovdance of pre-Columban American
contacts.

That we know of, Lewis and Clark didnit find any
Roman coins on their joumey, but they definitely
walked the path raveled by a rainbow of ancient
peoples.

The Corps of Discovery retumed to St Lous on
September 23, 1606, 0 2 roarng celeraton. The

o town weloomed Lewis ard Clark i
monumental copmon, Lowis was back in
G000 aptis o fnaly resumed witn. pering 2
long letter to Thomas Jefferson.

I it he detailed an overview of their discoveries,

adventures, and safe retum home. When Jefferson

received the letter a monih later, he responded with

joyand relief. Afer the expedition's safe homecoming
corps disbanded.

Dubbed national heroes, the men of the expedition
were paid wel, and each was given 320 acres of land
for his effors. Some of the men got married and
farmed, while others retumed 1o the frontier to trade
fur and dig gold. Sacagawea went east at Clark's



invitation and formally let her son be raised by Clark.
o birth 10 a litte
gir. Shorty after, she died from an unknown ilness.
William Clark was given a high position in the
govemmert. wihwhich ho qckly grow bored. The
only member of the e
fay wa Willam Clrcs s, York. Despls is
help and commitment to the expedifion, Wikom clork
denied York his freedom.
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Today we can appreciate the far-reaching magnitude
of Lewis and Clark's joumey to the West. But at the
time, Jefferson's goal to find a river route that inked
with the Pacific had failed. His assumption that it

bordes wero_unleashed. The praires tumed in to

o
rounded up and placed on resenvations. The whit
s diseases would eventual imate the

were 50 crucial to Lews and Clark and the Corps of
Discovery.

The explorers managed an extraordinary feat by
sbousandmie exinion, The

ramifications of this joumey would prove 1o

monumental. The West they traveled wouid never v

Afer estng anc reuperaing i St Lous o several

nihs, Lowis departed for Washington in the winter
o TR07 Liie- 4o’ krow ar the pethcal
atmosphere brewing in the heart of Washington would
prove 1o be deadier than any of the experiences he
faced during the expedition.

Nine
Friends n High Places

Upon his arrival Lewis was greeled again with a

ro's welcome in Washington, DC. and
Phldsitia Ho becams the boss of e oun and

rioyed his celebrity status. Returing (o the
famiarty of o Wit Howe, Lows was. aso
welcomed i me of President Jeflerson,
where conversations about the expedition and
Lewis's personal thoughts and opiions on the
discoveries were shared in great detal

flerson, who had always nurured a spirt of
exploration, listened to Lewis's informative accounts
as if the president himself had participated in the
historical venture. Lewis oblaine

land grants for his men, and he was appointed
govemor of the extensive Lousiana Teritory. His.
experience as a miltary officer and the popularity he
received after the expedition made him a natural for
the position. As Lewis prepared his journals for
publication he_undoubtedly looked forward to_his
upcoming duties as governor, a job that would further
develop his experience for what at the time seemed
to point 1o his eventual caling: the presidency.
Regardless of how excited Lewis might have been
‘about his future possibilities, however, he would soon




be discouraged by the political infighting brewing. He
w: met's nest that made the lands of
the Louisiana Terrtory the original Wild West.

It important to recognize just how dangerous a time
Lewis was Iing in. The American Revolution had
taken place thirty years earter, 111
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formed United States was st in a
re\anve\y wherable posiion, sujectd o e
direction and edicts ofits foundi

In this specific regard the disagreements between
Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson were at a
fever pitch. They were famous, potent fvals. Jefferson
was aware of Hamillon's allegiance to a nefarious cut
that the president believed was plotting a takeover of
the young United States by crealing a central bank

t contol the country's curency. Jefferson
was suspicious of Hamillon's associaion with the
Rothschilds and feared betrayal.

Itis o secret that most of the founders were in the
frequent company of Freemasons. Although he never
claimed tobo o, Jofrson vsied Mssoricerples
and had highrarking Masonic friends suct

Beriamin Frankin Jeffreon used tis access o

rowiedge he felt was going 1o be used
Zaainel the ounirs oy ssupers who were geang
up forawar.

Both Lewis and Clark were masons as wel. n fact

Lewis was known for achieving high rank among
ns in almost record time. Le

elected to the Door of Virtue Lodge in January 1797

and had cimbed the ranks to Past Master Mason
within trvee months.

By 1799 he had attained stalus of Royal Arch Mason
in Widows Son Lodge at Miton, Virginia. Shortly
thereatier Lewis had been chosen by Jefferson to be
his private secretary.

In September of 1808, after being named governor of
Louisiana Teritory, Lewis helped establish the first

was a cose associate of famed trailor General

oo, " presumably after Clark was encouraget
Jointhe Masons by Lewis.

Today the so-called Bluminati have become darlings
of pop culture.

But it wasn't long ago that the mere mention of the
words lluminati Friends in High Places H 113

or New World Order was enough to squash a
prominent career or, even worse, get a person kiled
The was even worse i the days of Meriwether
Lewis, when the Bluminati's infitraion into the very.
heart of the country was estabiishing very strong
roos.

George Washinglon, the first president of the United
States, was personaly indebted to the Rothschilds,
who were instumental in helpng him oblain his
position as a land surveyor. George Washingon did

foreign influence of the luminali, but
he wrote cautionary letters about them. One of these
letters, dated October 24, 1798, says:

It was not my intention to doubt that the doctrines of
the lluminati and the principles of Jacobinism had not

societies, endeavored 10 propagate the diabolical
tenets of the first, or pemicious principles of te latter
That individuals of thern may have done it or that the



had this object, and actually had a separation of the
peopl o ot govemmertinview, i oo cent o
be questione

This secret battle continued at the universites as wel.
On July 4, 1812, Joseph Willard, then president of
Harvard University, delivered a speech in Lancaster,
New Hampshire, explaining: There is sufficient
evidence that a number of societies, of the lluminai,
have been established in this land of Gospel light and
civil iberty, which were first organized from the grand
society, in France. They are doublless secrelly
striving to undermine all our ancient instituions, civi
and sacred. These societies are closely leagued with
those of the same Order, in Europe; they have al the
114 H Friends in High Places

same object in view. The enemies of all order are
seeking our run.

Should infideiity generally prevail, our independence
woud fall of course. Our republican government would
be annihilated 2

Alexander Harmilton served as secretary of the
Treasury under George Washington during 1789—
1795 and leamed @ gret deal shout the berkirg
Paad b fom e

Pocerais Pary. rarly made u o
advocated a strong central government. Namny the
Anti-Federalists favored states’ rights and remained
the original ideas fough for by the founders.
Because Hamilon was a founder himself his

perceived betrayal was an even
Jefferson was conscious of this and had anlicipated
an eventual showdown with Harmiton.

Bofore Jefferson was able to develop a strategy to
handie Hamiton, the wheels of destruction began
tuming. The infamous Houso of Rothschid had its
sights Set on America. kis difficut 1o navel historical
facts about the Rothschids flom the volumes of
paranoid, anti-Semitic agilprop that seems (o have
been recycied continuousy since the 1800s.

Putsimpy, e Rotischd banking famiy s been

of an extraordinary amount of absurd
popgania. For”commsios paponents o
promoted the idea that Jowish barking houses in
Euope, and therefore the Jowish race, were
responsible for manipuation of financial markets that
led 1o widespread and terible poverty. This theory
has been used by poliicians for centuries to woo
populs volers and by modem authos o s a oL of
books 1 people who don't know any befter.

Established by a goldsith named Amschel Baver in
Franklurt, Germany, in 1743 this group of elte
barkers had already managed to monopolize much of
the wealth of Germany and England. They succeeded

fast that loaning money to people was small change.
ral cash was to be made by loaning money to
Friends in igh Places H 115

govemments, ensuring the money would always be

their banking instiutions. You needrt look
than Amschel himself, who famously deciared in
1790, “Let me issue and control a nation's money and
Icare not who writes the laws. 3

In the 17005 Britain was a powerful nation sinking in

massive amounts of debt. This was in part atrbuted

o the Rothschilds takeover of local finance nstituions
forming the Bank of England.

The House of Rothschild also developed plans to
extract money from the American colonies.
colonies were flourishing during this time.

They controlled their own destiny by using colorial
script as purchasing power. The colories were not in
debt to anybody or any enity and were free from the



Bank of England. This oversight was not tolerated by
the powers of the time, especially the English
bankers. Through their privafely owned Bank of
England they wrole the Currency Act of 1764

and forced Pariamentto pass it

Although never cited in any raditional history books,
the Currency Act try sparked the Revolutionary War.
T act made i legl for e American cokres o
print their own money. Even worse, it forcet

pay ares 1o Bitan i siver and goid. Ths i bow
by the bankers ended the growing economic success
the colonies were experiencing through independent
rade and forced the eventual showdown over what
becarme known as Taxation Without Representation.

For the firsttime the founders were forced to consider
raising ams against the crown. I fis autobiography
Ben Frankin recals the gloom in the air:

In one year, the conditions were 5o reversed that the.
era of prosperity ended, and a depression set in, to
such an extent that the streets of the Colonies were
filed with unemployed. The colonies woud gladly
bome the lte tax on tea and other matters had
it not been that England took away from the colonies
theirmoney, which created unemployment and
dissatisfaction. The inabty of the colonists 10 116 H
Friends n High Places.
get power 1o issue their own money permanently out
the hands of George Il and the intemational
bankers was the prime reason for the Revolutionary
War4

Erin wasrit worled sbout fghing 2 var wit

British government reasoned it would
ol a5y vicory however whal itwasr couning on
was America’s use of guerrilla warfare tactics leamed
from the Native Americans. With a lite help from the
French navy the colonists shook up the world by
defeating the British army—

bt ot befre Gearge Washingon was vicked o
taking a loan from someone he trusted. Wi the war
was on the verge of being lost, Wash\r\gmn borrowed
from fellow founder Alexander Harmitton.

Haniton was acting as a Rothschild agent, and this
one shrewd move essentially won the war for the
bankers. When the war was over the colonies were
granted independence, but with Hamilton's sy
maneuvering the House of Rothschild already had its
proverbial foot in the door. After the Revoluti

War tho was a huge debt 1 be paid, and Harmiton
wasted no time in seting up the First Bank of the
Urited States in 1791, shorty afler Benjamin
Frankin's death. This bank was privately owned and
secretlybelonged to the Rothschild consortium,

Berjamin Frankiin understood the dangers of a
privately owned central bank controling the issue of
oo s caroey:

Jefferson disagreed vith Hamilton strongly about a
national bark, believing it would acquire 00 much
power over the government. He said at the ime that
he considered a private bark issuing public cuency
and the creation of perpetual national debt to be more:
of a threat to America than any amy.

Hamiton thought the opposite, convinced barks
would play a vital role in American's fulure. He
championed his position by declaring it was better to
have American barks doing the lending than British
banks. Of course he never mentioned that the same
people who owned the banks of England had made
the move to own the frst American bank as well.
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In addition to their quarrels over banking, Hamiiton
and Jefferson disagreed on the projected path of the
American future. Jefforson believed that iberty and
aedo vers e greseal s 8 socity ool

and that the nation could be sustained by an
agmnan society made up of independent farmers.



Hamitton laughed at what he referred to as
Seforson's “odated vision an was coninced tht
an agriculural economy would keep America poor.
Haniton and the powers he worked for were not
interested in being peaceful farmers. They were intent
on building nations into world powers, sustained by
rade and manufacturing,

Jfterson aced a vemendos chalerge n keeping
fe from Harilon. Hamiton wanted to

used 1o cover any govemmental acton not
enumerated in the Constituion.

s ovm Fadecalst Party, Hamibon tad
nfilrated all branches of the goverment and gained
anear monopoly of the mc.a\ system.

Dedicated to achieving a simple goal, Hamion
wanted (o increase the federal governmer
over the states. This was never a popular idea, as the
volrs said No” e and e again, Even hough
Haniton suffered electoral defeat after defeat, he
wasnmmnumgea and knew the original plans were
being caried out clandestinely. As Jefferson paced
gro new he was.
surounded on all sides by dark forces.

However successful Hamilton was in gaining access
to and contol over America’s newly formed
govemment, it wouldr't last long enough for him to
erjoy it Aaron Burr killed Hamilton in what may be the

and_hysteria as Bur, Jefferson's disgraced vice
president, went on the lam.

Less well known as an agent for the British central
ki acocstes was Nchoias Bdde Bidcle wes
a nmnam Jowyer, pubisher, frarier and at
modian eftors o eciblih a conre
banking 18 H Frignds in mgnwaces

system. Biddle was every bit as responsible as
Hamiton for founding the First Bank of the Urited

opardy tharks to the inuence of hrewgn panking
nterests such as the Rothschilds.

While alloftis was going on, news began o circuate
in the colonial streets that the seemingly crazed
General James Wikinson was gearing wp for an
invasion of Mexico. The triumphs of Lewis and Clark
quickly faded from public consciousness as news of
Wikinson's plans spread

Growing up poor, Wikinson had joined the American
Revolutionary Army. Owing o his reckless bravado
and cunning, he became a general by the age of
He never seemed (o care abou the ideals he.
pposed to be fighting for. He did, however,
Seam parioary nerosled in being pai. That
stiude dicnt st sl wih e otrr ourdars, b the
o

of loyalty. Wilkinson would eventually lead the Army
longer than any general of his era, but his oversized
ego and lofty ambitions outgrew his duties to
America.

WKinon b become e speabr s g
his newly acquired connections, acted as a spy and
conspired with Sparish ageris concerning the lands
along the Mississippi. His treachery wasn't fuly
realized unil the Spanish-American War, when U.S.
tro0ps captured the Spanish archives in Cuba. In the
achivos trey fou astonising iformaton regaring
Wikinson's role s an agent working for

After the Spanish lef the picture Wikinson devised a
new plot with then Vice President Aaron Burr to
organize an unofficial invasion of Texas. His plans



e mamies e o e o]
changed e 1o events in Erope a
Cousana Putcraso.

‘Spain coud o longer pay attertion to the colonies
thanks to Napoleon's fiery invasion. Bul when one
door closes, another opens. At least it was 5o for
Wikinson, who, afler the Louisiana Purchase, was
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appointed goveror of the new teritory by President
Thomas Jefferson.

While sening as goveror Wikinson sent secret
reconnaissance missions deep into Texas terrtory.
Witrson was ko to god and row rodes i
Mexico. He was going to invade and o the
Sparish wihor wihou support from Gongress, and

the large lead mines found south of St.Louis.

Congress felt that the immense fortunes to be made
inlead mining operations souh of St. Louis could pay
for the Louisiana Purchase within five years. But the
land specuiators who had been comiving with the
Spanish for control of these mines weren' about to
give them up 5o easily. k converiently happened that
the man appointed to govern these mines for the
United States was the treacherous General
Wikinson.

Wikinson's fighthand man was another chief

troublemaker for President Jefferson. Probably the

mostfeared man n the terrtory, John Smith T. was an

aggressive land swindier looking to acquire all the
d mines he came across. He

the romairing lad reedod for Wikinsoris imasion of
Mexico, but before they col the.
Jfleson removed ikioson o e Suberatorial

Wikinson was furious over his demotion when, after
the capture of Aaron Bur, fingers began poining in
Wikinson's direction as a cocon-spirator. Wikinson's
removal, and the goverment's subsequent clamp-
Gown on the mines, left the Louisiana eritories in a
chaotic state.

Crime and coruption were everywhere, and the whole
area needed o be cleaned out.

‘This was the obstace facing Lewis as he prepared to
succeed Wilkinson as the new governor of Louisiana.
But Lews was idealistic and optimistic and reportedly.
looked forward to taking out the rash cormupling the
Louisiana territory.

Strangely, Lewis then fell silent for an extended
period, much to the dismay of Jeflerson and others
who avaied B ubicaton of e 120 1 Fronds in
High Place:

journals.5 Various theories have emerged regarding
the delay, including that Lewis was given time to
recuperale by Jefferson; thal he was actively

searching for a wife; and that he fell vi
alcoholism, dise r some ober debilaion
Scholars generally concede that a ciear

what happened to Lewis uum\gwsnm e nikety 1o
ever emerge.

This mysterious delay also resuted in scores of
volumes of the journals going missing. Gary Mouton,
professor and editor of one volume of the published
journals of Lewis and Clark, suggests that throughout
tho yeas growig @idenco idicates ihat much of
what Lewis and Clark about the we:
Journey was lost

ars, numerous  documents of the
spport e rofon of ot st tame et be fun

hope of discovery ranks so high as the hope of
ﬁmmg Meriwether Lowis's diaries, which would il the.



e yiobe, I s wring duting and about the
expeditior

What those joumal enfries contained, and what truths
they may have revealed about the fate of their author,
remains a mystery.

“The other strange anomaly that has come 1o fight are

o a
of the jourey, for example, from May 14, 1804, untl
Aprl 7, 1805, when the corps left Fort Mandan. This
nearly yeariong gap during what shouid have been an
enthusiastic beginning is especially curious. Some
specuiate that Lewis was taking field notes or
keeping personal jounals that he planned (0 transfer
o official notebooks later and that his collection of
wnofficial inscriptions was.

Letters from Lewis to Jefferson suggest that some
kinds of jounals were kept during the stay at Fort
Mandan. Lewis, for example, mentioned a “correct”
copy of a journal that he intended to send back to
Washinglon prior 1o departing from Forl Mandan.
Later he sent Friends in High Places H 121

srchor et o Jefleson pomisig 8 proper foursl
to be deliered by canoe 1o an oupost on the

other sets of witings did materialize, however: lsts of
e specimens, mineraldeposis, geclogi featrs,
ssonomicalcbaervaons,  weetardi o

note aber
emborotthe partyorare. wnwereu wnabwa ive.
efforts between Lewis and Cla have
decided to stray from Jeflerson's m\-cm rainctons
thatthey both keep detailed and extensive records.

Others speculate that some of Lewis's jourmals were

lost at various points along the journey

suggests that Lewis's early writings were lost along

ilh Clar duting & sudcin slom tht ockad the
traveling in_ shorty af

aepanm Fort Mandan.

Clark’s notes were known to have been lost, but no
mention is made of Lews or his joumals during the
incident.

Other long gaps inciude tme on the Ohio and
Mlss\ss\pp\ Rivers from September 19 to November

1805, 10 January 1, 1806; and a long strech from
August 13, 1806, it the end of the journey. I tolal

re were more than four hundred days of entries.
missing from Lewis's journals. between May

high, has a plausible and eviden! explanation

Though itis rarely mentioned in historical accounts of
joumey, most scholars involved in collecting,
editing, and publishing the joumals of the Corps of

a great deal of conjecture and supposition.

At least eight men were believed to_have kept
records: Lewis, Clark, privales Joseph Whitehouse
nd Robert Frazer, sergeants Patrick Giass, John
Omwsy ‘Ghaes Fin, o Natril Prwr Aab hm
Ordway d only partial records

Clancomsaarie days 122 H Friends in nghF\aces

in February 1805 while huning for game. Gass's
original journal went missing before a controversial
and paraphvased version of it was published in 1807.
Though itis assumed he kept some kind of records,

rded by
ever appeared. Floyd kept reguiar entries unil his
death on August 20, 1804. Private Whitehouse's
diary had several gaps and terminates without
explanation on Noverber 6, 1805. Ordway kept the
most consistent records regarding the events of the



day but didn't keep extensive scientific records.

Curously Lowiv'sdlaie s ot rckded amarg e
works compiled 10 creale the lale of Lewis and

ks gemtioumey, Do a e when e fourets

Nroas Bidde. ton o sonsem abod vov
missing di

Itis important to note that at this time that Bidde was
ot yet embroiled in efforts to revive America’s central
barking system but was likely already in bed with the
Rothschilds and the Federalists. Despite a

published amid public and prvate protest by Lewis.

Biddle was the first to publish an authorized, offcial
‘account of the joumals kept by Lewis and Clark, albeit
s parsptrased raative and ot anedted repiting
of the joumals. Biddie was chosen

vl g 1o ke on e ot el Clnk
conceded he was not itrate enough to complete. At
the time Biddie was a young Philadelphia lawyer,
editor, and pubiisher and was considered 1o b
qualified o take on the massive project. At first Biddie
roksad e fob feed o him by Clrk bt vs aer
convinced by one of Lewis's menlors, b
Boriamin Smith Barton o accaptthe asaghment

With the help of Clark, Biddle began work on the
project in 1810, supplementing the collective,
remaining joumals of the corps with face-Friends in
High Places H 123

to-face inteniews with Clark, who provided a wealth
of additional material from memory during inferviews
conducted i Fincastle, Virginia.

Biddle then retumed to Philadelphia to complete the
project.

In June 1811 Biddie finished the manuscript but
deayed pubisting e work bocatse the choson
publishing_house, Conrad, had recenty gone
Earkiupt. Biddls Shopped the manuserit aroung bt
everualy passed tho prject o o o ofis cotorts

oo magazre, Paul Alen AL e ime
Blddo su ho s marabetma d by dutes in the
Pennsyivania state legislature, at Port Folio, and in
his own law practice.

In 1814 the two-volume History Of The Expedition
Under The Command Of Caplains Lewis And Clark,
To The Sources Of The Missouri, Thence Across
Rocky Mountains And Down The River Columbia To
The Pacific Ocean. Performed During The Years
1804~

5-6. By order of the Government Of The Urited

States was published.

Strangely, Biddle's name did not appear on the book,
editon te first pubishod work © provide a roiable

account of the travels of the Corps of Discovery and
refertotas the

Bidde/Allen edition” It is generally accepted that
Biddle took some literary fiberties with the story.
including a number of omissions regarding some of
Lewis's"checkered hisory, suoh a8 ns s cont
martials whie  serving and
Goreratzed sffort 1o caf b o s rosing
fronter tal.

In April of 1818 Biddle claimed to have retumed all
the joumals _except Ordway's o agents of the
American Philosophical Society.

Ordway's joumal was considered o have been rich



e g

cgendaty Weien ratves. Sinco hen & rumber of

miscataloged a number of the original jourals given
tothe to edit,

n 1903 Sold Thuaies, edior of the
Cortamnal tion 124 1 Frends in High Place:

of the joumals, received previously urknown Clark
diaries and papers flom Clark's descendants. in

ar
Biddies old papers. In 1953 Clark's field notes were
discovered in a roltop desk in Minesota. Thwaites
very clearly believed that many of the remaining
missing documents, such as Lewis's diaries, were
lost shorly after his death in Tennessee.

In an essay that first appeared in Montana: The
Magazine of Western Hislory, Gary Moulon, editor of
a later ediion of the Lewis and Clark journals wites,

‘These discoveries seem (0 support the notion of ther
lostitems yet to be found. No hope of discovery rarks
50 high as the hope of finding Meriwether Lewis's
diaries, which would fil the large gaps in his wriing
during and about the expediion. This essay looks at
Lewis's known journals, considers where gaps might
be filed with the discovery of new materials, and
concludes that there are few possibilties of new finds.
To a large degree, these considerations are
interpretative and speculative and the conclusions are
tentative. We can only hope that more of Lewis's
writings are il to be found.7

Ten
The murder of
meriwether Lewis

In June 2009, two centuries after his mysterious
death, colateral descendants of Meriwether Lewis

and examine the explorer's remains. The announced
goal was simple: use moder forensic lechnigues to
determine once and for all whether Lewis died by his

the secretary of the U.S. Department of the nterior,
which oversees the National Park Service, which
conlrols the land in Tennessee where Lewis Is buried.

Lewis's family began to bang loudly a drum that has
been beating consistenty since Lewis's mysterious

has caused substantial uproar among historians,
govemment _offcials, academics, and amchair
experts as they review a palchwork collection of
documents, reports, and various pieces of evidence.
Al cortinue to draw a variety of conclusions based on
that same evidence. Some say Lewis commilied
suicide, succumbing o a lfelong batle with
depression, bipo-ar disorder, alcoholism, malaria,




‘syphilis, or some combination thereof.
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Others are certain bandits murdered him, and yet
others are equally certain that he was murdered as
part of an assassination plot carried out by high-
ranking offcials of the burgeoning U.S. government. i
ore |hmg is clear, it s that Lews's death has come to

i a growing distrust of American history as
Prosered and pomiarzed

L wes st ity yoars ok when b et

indmark _exploration. The _celebrations.

{ahowing e adveiLrors rowam masked o fat et

Lewis had retumed to an America rife with poltical

tummoil. Upon returing, Lewis and Clark did not

waste e in vaveing et to debril President
or

testi-fing, and receiving royal treatment. Folowing a
string of celebrations and official inquiries Jefferson

rded the explorers' accompiishments with instant
appointmentto high politcal office.

. Lewis was named governor of the
tumutuous Upper Louisiana Tertitory. Clark was
appointed brigadier general of the millia and
superintendent of Indian Affairs for the same region,
sening along-side Frederick Bates, who was named
secretary of the Upper Lousiana Territory o serve
under Lewis. Clark and Bates quickly left for St

Louis to begin their work. Lewis, in tum, left ©© wrap

up some business in Philadelphia, where he intended
& publsh voamo & vomos of faumels ocorded
by the Corps of Discovery during their jourmey. Lewis
searched for a publisher and began looking for artists
o lustrate the compiled works. The joumals and field
notes remained in St. Louis, waiting for Lewis to
amive and prepare them for publication.

Official records of Lewis's lfe during the next four

months are sparse. A letter from Lewis o oid friend
Vation Dickérson stggests that Lewis spert time

celebrating and socializing duing his stay in
Philadelphia and that he may hawe sparked a
fomance ad proposed marfage o & wonen e met
there. Lewis ater retumed to Virginia and m

oumd o o el while. hosid. by Preadent
Jaforson a tho Whi Houso. Ho also vilod with s
mother, Lucy Lewis Marks.

Details of his time in Virginia end there. Some
scholars speculate that The Murder of Meriwether
LewisH 127

he attended the treason trial of Aaron Bur in
Richmond, Virginia, at Jeflerson's request.

On March 8, 1807—a full year after he was awarded
the position—

Lewis amived in St Louis & bogin Ho appoiried
duties as gover Upper Louisiana. His
ystron apsence. b nover boon satisfactorily
explained. A letter from Jefferson sent during the
interim  suggests that he was frustrated and
concemed about Lewis's absence. The letter, dated
Sy 17, 1807, reads, -Since 1 paried win you fom
Abemas n Sep st [1906) ve nver e a s

g
g
5
i3

the opecionjoumas. he wrot, W have o dings
yetof e fnuarcss f o pics. | hope the fist
partwil not be delayed much onger.

Lewis s rapored o tave taken on fis dues 3
govemor with enthusiasm, but he stuggled to
arage. th chaotic police crumciances e had
inherited. Secretary Bates is characterized as
itin for Lewis, who he considered a poilical ival and
perhaps usurper of his rightfl role as govemor of the
Louisiana Tertlory, and is said to have worked hard
undermine Lewis's efforts as govemor. Bates may



e e e o e
Years carier Bates had appled fo become
Seforsonts prvats socretry. bt Lowis was choson
inhis stead.

Meanwhile references o his efforis in letters

suggest that Lewis developed a drirking problem.
Other letters mark his occasional ‘melancholia," which
many ot rence to clnical

depression or late stage of syphils. When James
Madison became  president in 1809 Jefferson's
cabinet was replaced, and Lewis's great ally was no
forger abe o lord prsidentl suppor Madison's
appointed secretary of war, Wiliam Eustis,
complcsted ofrt i L Loisioa by refsing to pay
xper wis is said 1o have pai

Govamment erpenses <o e oun pocket, spiraling
ownward into severe financial rouble.

In the fall of 1809, Lewis made a special tip to
Washington to sette 128 H The Murder of Meriwether
Lewis

his disputes with the War Depariment and (0 revive
efforts 1o publish his joumnals. Lews left St. Louis by
boat on Seplember 4, 1809, wilh plans 10 travel the
Mississippi t New Oreans and ten ravel b sea 1

Washington, D.C. Reports from Fort Pickering
commander Captain Gilbert Russell suggest that
Lewis's health and mental stabilty were deteriorating
After he arrived at Fort Pickering, near Memphis,
Ternessee, Russell relayed that members of the boat
erew reporled that Lewis had twice atiempled to kil
himsel. Russel was allagedly 50 alamed at Lewis's
condition that he refused to let him leave untl his

His plan was 1o leave Fort Pickering
Trace, a rough road that stretched 450 miles from
Natchez, Mississippi, to Nashill, Tennessee.

From there Lewis coud take the road to Washington,
oC

While Lewis continued his compuisory recovery at
For Pickerig. Maor James Neeh. agent o e
Chickasaw Nation and a close aly of Wikinson,
arived and agreed o e with Lowis. By ren
Lewis's health was reported to_have improved
enough for him to travel. Lewis et For Pickering with
Neely and two senanis. One of e, Jom Permir
was Lewis's personal servant. The other, an unnamed
ek man, vee Neoly s el companion

Shorty aflr an optinisic depares Mook roporied
that Lewis's health had begun to deteriorate.
party rested at the Crickssms beion ‘agency and o
toward Nashuille on the morming of
October 10. Neely stayed behind to look for some
horses that had strayed while Lewis and the others
went on ahead. That evening, Lewis's party arrived at
ndars Siand, a radsice m bout seventy s
southeast of Nashvile. Lewis
companions checked in with the infention o wam"ﬁ
for Neel

Early the next moming, on Oclober 11, Meriwether
Lewis died in his room from two gunshot wounds and
what appeared to be a series of knife wounds.

“The Murder of Meriwether Lewis H 129

immediat detalls of e discovey of Lwis's body
ircumstances nding hi

have been based on the accounts of Mrs. Grinder, at
u

demise, were colleted and delivered to government
offcials, including Jefferson, during a period of
several years.



‘The first and most immediate report came from Neelly
who, appointed to his position as agent to 1
Chickasaw Nation by Wilinson, was suspiciously
absent during Lewis's deadly ordeal and was not an
eyevitness.

& morihs after Lewis's death and Neely's report,

of Lewis's death. Russel’s descriptions of Lewis's
health when he arrived at Fort Pickering, along with
other descriptions of the explorer's overall health,
became the foundation for assertions that Lewis
comitted sicide.

I e st ltler, dated Jaruary . 110, Russol
described Lowies coniln when e arived st e

fort, noting that he had etained Lowie Tor s v
wmmon

“The second letter, dated January 31, 1810, contained

e dii m that seemed to
abside dang Loutss compisory sy st Fort
ickering.  Russell ed  Neely of

ercouraging Lowis to dik again afer they of e
fort. “nstead of preveniing the Gow from drinking or
puting him under restraint advised him to it” Russell

aiding and abetting in the murder than otherwise."2

130 H The Murder of Meriwether Lewis.

Author and historian Ekdon G. Chuinard, who calls
Lewis his hero, cals into question the allegation that

sapumw 22, 1809—just two weeks.
betore e dosi

to Amos Stoddard, commandant of Upper Louisiana.
“The leter, says Chuinard, appears o be wite
very lucid Lewis.

The entire letter is a lucid, coherent statement written
hen he was supposed 1o have menal dera

hle comingdown e Misissip! ard dug s ﬁst
days at Fort Pickering. ... Also in the leter he

Nou vl drect me at e Ciy of Washington i b
last of December, after which | expect | shall be on my
retum 1o St Lous” This does not sound like a
‘mentaly depressed”

person. A rou o s duties in S Lovis was leary
on his ming

rotsuicide3

Hstorcal invesigator Kira Gae goss even frthr o

it Russell's reports, speculating that they were
menes produced by Wikinson. The assertion that
Russel's letiers were forged was confimed by
handwriting experts duing a coroner's  inquest
conducted in 1996, Gale suggests that these were the
very letlers that convinced both Willam Clark and
Thomas Jefferson that their fiend had committed
sucide.

After his fiend's death, Clark received letiers citing
suicide attempts by Lewis while he was en route to

time. But most likely, thes
forgons treated by Gereral ¥ Wlkmson kz m\s\ead
Clark. Clark thought the. n by
Canin Glhot Fussen e commander o Fo
Pickering (today's Memphis, Tennessee), where
Lewis spent o weeks in Seplember.

Lewis died under mysterious circumstances on the
Natchez Trace The Murder of Meriwether Lews H
131



President Thomas Jefferson in January, 1810. These
letters to the President provided a wealth of detal, but
they contain no report of pricr suicide attempts while
entous o ol epot of 15 days i staleof
mental derangement while Lewis was at the fort a

o epor of a second will witien at the fort. Al thmgs

in Russell would surely have reported

Presidont{ hoywero red

Further details of Lewis's demise appeared in a letier
from Alexander Wilson to a mutual friend. Wilson was
a welkknown ormi-tologist and friend of Lewis

tad agred to compile e b Msbatons for

‘conversationin a letter to Alexander Lawson.
Dated May 28, 1811, iteads:

Next morning (Sunday) | rode six miles to a man's of
the name of Grinder, where our poor friend Lewis
perished. In the same room where he expired, 1took
down from Mrs. Grinder the particulars of that
melancholy event, which affected me extremely. This

and is the last white man's as you enter the Indian
couin Govemor Lows, he sad, camo bero about
in-set, alone, and inquired if he coud stay for the.

ot o agring, broug s saame nto_the
use. ressed in a jown, white,

32 H The Murder of Meriwether Lewis

would soon be up. He called for some spirts, and
drank a verylte.

the servarts arrived, one of whom was a e
P ingured o s povder,sayng h was ure he e
me powder in a canister.

The servant gave no distinct reply, and Lewis, in the
mean while walked backwards and forwards before
the door, takking to himse.

‘Sometimes, she said, he would seem s if he were
walking up o her: and woud suddenly wheel round,
‘and wak back as fast as he could.

Suppar biogmady b sal doun, ut e okt bt
mouthfuls when he started up speaking 1o
imaetina voert mamer

At these times, she says, she observed his face to
fush as if it had come on him in a it He lighted his
pipe, and drawing a chair to the door sat down,
saying to Mrs. Grinder in a kind tone of voice,

“Madam this is a very pleasant evening.” He smoked
for some time, but quited his seat and traversed the
yard as before. He again sat down to his pipe,
seemed again composed and casting yes.
wishiuly towards the west, observed what a sweet
evening it was. Ms.

Grinder was preparing a bed for him; but he said he
woud sleep on the floor, and desired the servant to
the bear skins and buf-aloe robe, which were.

uhere Lows vas, and e wonan beirg

report of a pistol, and something fall heavly on the



o o et
ane beard anaer pistol, and i

hear himat ot door caling ou 0 i G me
some water, and heal my wounds

The logs being open, and unplastered, she saw him
stagger back and fal against a sump that stands
between the kitchen and room. He crawled for some
distance, raised himself by the side of a tree, where
once more got o the room;
afterwards The Murder of Meriwether Lewis H 133

he came to the kitchen door, but did not speak; she

the servant [John Pemier] not to be affaid of him, for
e v ottt Hr He sl n bl o
teuss or bt aslﬂesun rose above the e Ho s
buried o the common path, with a few loose

o oo oo e, 1 gove Gindr meney
put a post fence round it, o shelter it fom the hogs,

o
melancholy mood, which was not much allayed by the
prospectofhe loomy and savago widemess which |
was just entering ab

Biographer and editor of one of the earliest accounts
of Lewis’s adventures, Dr. Eliot Coues describes the
account given by Wilson of Lewis’s death as the one
fikely 1o be most accurate. He explains that because
of Wikon's scientific training and experience as a
researcher, the accuracy of his account shoud be
considered highly, despite the amount of time that
lapsed between Lewis's death and the report, What
he doubts, however, is the story provided by Mrs.
Grinder, which he characterizes as preposterous at
best. He also questions strongly the final memoir

the i
supplementto Jeffersori's memoir of Lews:
134 H The Murder of Meriwether Lewis.

Jefferson's Memoire of Lewis is a noble and fiing
tibute, leaving litle to be desired as a
contemporaneous biography. I has been accepted
as authoritative and firal, and has fumished the basis
of evmy et of Lo i sear.__ Wt lo |
have to say ot Lewis file, but the
Greumstancos of s death and certain Subsequent

imnation of suicide, though made.
without qualification, has not passed unchallenged
o hstory.

Undoubtedy Jefrson wrote in e gt of a1
evidence that had reached him in 1813; but it
appears o s s of e case was i fom o
persons who lived in the vicinity of the scene at the
time.

There is no more room to doubt Wilson's painstaking
correctness than there is reason for doubiing his
veracily. But the namative of Mrs. Grinder is very
extraordinary. A woman who coud do as she said
she did, afler hearing and seeing what she testifes,
must be judged “fit for treason, stratagem, and
spoils,” and not 1o be believed under oath. The story.
i widly improbable on its face; it does not hang
together; there is every sign it is a concoction on the
part of an accomplice in crime, either before or after
the event. On the theory that irs. Grinder was privy to
a plot to murder Governor Lewis, and therefore had
her own part to play in the tragedy, even if that part



otherwise her storyis simply incredible. Yet it s upor
such evidence as this that the imputation of suicide
rests 6

As Coues points out, the defails of Mrs. Grinder's
story are hard (o believe. Lewis did indeed seem to
have been worried and agitated about something. But
why would a woman, who managed a stop along a
notoriously dangerous stretch of road, have been

simglypeer ough he cracks ot er kicrenvel The
Merinether Lews H

o mestigae? When he saw Lews crauing, aig,
struggiing, why didn't she aid hir

o s ware T 1o rse an st Why
send a pair of children to ask servants, who had
heard nothing, to investigate? Why did they do
nothing as Lewis begged and bribed, for two hours,
for them o put him out o his misery?

Moreover, as noted by Chuinard, the story told by
Grinder does ot constitute a reasonable medical
probabilty, no matter how strong Lewis's constituion
was.

Despie the  mplausiily of o
circumstances,
repors came fom Neewy and Russe\l—both ohs ov

n Dickerson, accepted the notion that he had
comitted suicide.

Ina letter to his brother Jonathan, Wiliam Clark wrote,
Ifear O!

Ifear the weight of is mind has overcome him.

Dickerson moumned Lewis's deathin his diary and did
pot question the explanation of suicide.

While he ived with me in Washington, | observed at
times sonsible depressions of mind. . . . During his

Gutpereed these disessing afscions; bl aflr ms
establishment in St. Lous i sedentary occupations

they retumed upon him with redoubled vigor, and
began serously to_alamm his fiends. He was in a
parowym of one of these when his afairs rendored it
necessary for im0 go to Washington7

From those fow satemerts and conlsors cerve
urtess books. ofical wpors. blogapties, and

ned explorer, had sioppily committed suicide by
shooting imself in the back of the head and chest,
and then cutting himself from head 136 H The Murder
of Meriwether Lewis.

ioe it razors. Al was done presumbly o protect
him from enemies that Gibert and others assert were
figmenis of owis's deranged imagaton. Lewis was
buried hastily along with details of his death and the
defintive truth of is kiler.

In 1848, nearly forty years after Lowis's demise, the
state of Temessee began an effort to erect a
monument at hs gravesite. His remains were located,
verified, and then reburied. A monument was erected
at the site to honor Lewis and his contributions. The
rument was made of rough-cut stone at the base,
topped with a 12-foot column of Temessee marble,
defberatl broken a1t top The commitoe rpor
, “The design is simple, but it Is infended to
ress the dificulies, successes and volent
femiaton of a Ife unich ues meriad by bold
enterprise, by many cowage and  devoted
patrotism.



presented to the legisiature of 1849-50.

1 reads, “The inpression s long preaied el

luence of disease of body and mind—of
Yopes hased upon long and valuable services—not
erly defered, ut wholy disappored_Goverror
Lewis perished by his own hands." the report reads.
I seems o be more probable that he s by e
bands of an assassin."

Ternessee lawyer James D. Park devoted a great
deal of time to investigating the cold case of the death
of Lewis and delivered his finding in a September
1891 issue of the Nashvil e American, echoing the.
senti-ment expressed in the report by the Lewis
Monumental Committee.

Park claimed, in what amounted to a legal brief
arguing that Lewis was murdered, that no one in the
vicinty of Lewis's murder was ever convinced that
Lewis committed suicide. He wrote,
been the firm belief of the people of tis region that
veror Lewis was murdered and robbed.
oldest citizens now living remenmber the rumor curtent
atthe time as to the murder, and it seems no thought
of suicide ever obtained footing here."

Based on infenviews with people who were employed
at Grinder's The Murder of Meriwether Lowis H 137

Stand, Park sumised that Lowis had been murdered

e robbed by M. e, Repors fom e fegion

indicated that Grinds sood til o the
murder but was .aoqumed or ko

Park, like Coues and others, suggests that Lewis's
character, health, and overall mental state at the time
of s death stand in conlradiction to claims that he
comitted suicide. Park writes: I seems incredible
that a young man of 35, the governor of the vast
temlorofLasiara, en on s way rom e capll
o that of his nat would b
econa il th dstncton st comslapraton o
‘o his office and reputation, shoud take his own lfe.
His whole character is a denial of the theory. He was
o0 brave and consciertious in the discharge of every.
public duty, public and private; foo conspicuous a
persan nthe oyes of e county, and croured wih

0 many laurels, to cowardly sneak out of the world
by e back iy solmsdrer THs.1doa was
Goubless invented o cover up the double crime of
robbery and murder, and seems lo have been the only.
version of his death that reached Mr. Jefferson and
his other friends in Virginia.10

The question then remains, who killed Lewis?

One ofthe most popular and widsly accepled murder
theories suggests that bandits murdered Lewis during
a robbery. The Natchez Trace was a long and
sachomus st of road trough dark oo,
here were plerty of murders and robberies
Teporied o the val, But bals ar ot e oy
suspected culpris. Nearly everyone close to Lewis on
tat etehl Nght s been lsted among polntal
uspects, including . Grinder,
Towies onart o Pordor o Neoly. 5 e
renegade named Rurion, and several native chiefs
who reportedly had been traveing with Lewss and
Neely.

Seventy s later journalist and historian Vardis

Meriwether Lews. Fisher clearly supports the theory.
138 H The Murder of Meriwether Lewis.

that Lewts wsa e, posalily by conaplskory
who believed Lewis had a map to a goid mine
Somewners i tho West

Historian, joumalist, and researcher David

Chandler provides an exnaustive explanation o! ms
owis was murdere

assassination conspiracy spawned by his old Shond



e Vel
President’s Role in the Assassination of Mert

govemor of Upper Lotisiana. If revealed, Chandler
surmised, the secrets wouid destroy the reputations of
both General Wilkerson and Jefferson.

Chandier spacuales ot Lows vas ol s ravelng
to Washington to reclaim debts and smoolt
foators e e Lovte” et v veling c
Washington 1o blow the whiste on Wilkinson and
Jefferson.

Chandler suggests plausibly that Neelly and Major
Russellwere also involved in the assassination. 11

Pertags he most conplels and conpelng muer
theory comes fom James E. Stars, profesor of
fororeic acionco ot George Washmgmn niver

and indepandant istoron Kita Galo. According 16
Gale's book, The Death of Meriweter Lewis:
Historic Crime Scene Investigation, Lewis was ikely
assassinated by agents sent by then Goneral James
Wikinson and Aaron Bur.

Bur o Lovis rad voked logeer g
Jefferson's frst administration when o

presidan and Lawis worked a5 Jeersen's prvate
Secrotary. Lows was traveling up tho Missouri River
on the day Burr iled Alexander Hamilon i the now
famous duel. After the duel Burr's political career
came to ahalt Burr and Wikinson, mearhie, began
plaming to invade Spanish tetory with a so-caled
fibustoring expocition. They woud lead a privats,
amed expediton of more than a thousand men into
Mexico with the intent of establishing a new
goverment and appointing temselves is leaders

When Lewis and Clark retumed from their expedition
west, Burr’s planto imvade Mexico overshadowed the
wmeh of he Carps of Discovery Bur's ivasion
was o e prile isend essto Tho
Virdor o Merweier Lonie

of wealthy Fish aristocrat Harman Blennerhassett,
was said o be funding the expediton. On
Novenber 27, 1605, Jfleson ordered e ast of
Burr and his. folower terge o ilegaly
plareing an amed atack on Spamsh teritor
i

ks later a
fiouster flod from local_ i,
Blennerhassett's mansion. The group later met with
Bur at the mouh of the Cumberland River in
Kentucky.

Mearutil Genersl Wikinson who ted. been

from politcal office as the governor of Upper
e by Jefferson and_ replaced by Lews,
managed to negotiate peace with Spanish roops that
had crossed the Sabine River into the United States.
‘This peace conradicted pians agreed to by Bu and
Wikinson, who were planning to use the Spanish
invasion as an excuse o launch their ammed invasion
of Mexico.

Wikinson, who bad been recaiig payment for
information he had been feeding to the Spanish
govemment, had appavenuy cwiiched s,

Wikinson managed to avoid a war with Spain by
making a private deal with Spanish General Simon
ra, who agreed 1o withdraw his troops. The
condiion was the creation of a sort of neural zone on
blured border between Mexico and the United
States. According to Gale, Wikinson “thus managed
ol his Spanish paymasters and 1
President, while sacrificing s friend and fellow
conspirator, Aaron Burr."12

In a message to Congress dated January 12, 1807,
Jefferson explained what he described as a plot to
Saparte e westemseis fom the Amccan Uron
xico. Two days later he held a
Ples\danha\ bal\quet colebatrg e roum of Lawe
been arrested at

aayuu Fione eatoor M\sslssmm



grand jury refused o even indict him. Bur then fled,
only 1o be captured a week later and brought to
Richmond, Virginia, where he stood trial for treason.

Burr was later acquitied. Wilkinson, in tum, narrowly
escaped 140 H The Murder of Meriwether Lewis

indiciment for rsason by a seveno-ine oo of e
grand jury, according to The Bur Conspiracy by
Sromas Avaraty. Duing the e the omior et

bed, as wealty landowners r over vast
s ihe lead that had been discovered in the,
Louisiana Tertory. Facing war on several fronis,

ss
bearing lead throughout the teritory. Wiliam Carr,
federal land agent, remarked that profits from the
leasing and sale of public lands wouid likely be able
o pay the $15 milion cost of the Louisiana Purchase
within a few years. Lands rife with lead became smal
ar zones wih amed land spocuators btting for
1. Most notorious and power
o ST, o e o Corers amascbimaon

When Lewis was appointed governor of Louisiana

as | can never make any terms with
raitors™13.

Lewis's effors to clean up Louisiana Terrtory were
blocked perpetually by his nemesis Frederick Bates.
When xpressed
lite regret. A letr from Bates to James Howe at the
time stated bluntly that he *had no personal regard for
him and a great deal of politcal contempt"14

In fact, before Lewis was murdered Bates was
chaged wih temoizing Levis 1o e btk of
madness. AL o tme ono of Bales coleagues,
nt Penrose, reported to his brother ‘that
paig demrgemem of the Governor ought not 1o be.
imputed to his political miscarriages; but rather o the
barbarous conduct of the Secrefary (Bales). That M

Bates determined o tear down Gov. Lewis, at al

vents, with the hope of supplanting him in the
Execuive Office with a great deal of scandal equaly
false and maiicious."15

“The Murder of Meriwether Lewis H 141

A letter to Bates from s sister Nancy bears the
alamming statement,

“llamen his death on your account, thinking it might
involve you in difficulty” The statement suggests that
Bates may have been involved in the murder. 16

Author Jonathan Daiels suggests that Bates was the

only one with an immediate and credible motive for

waring Lews dead. Ho spoculted rat Bates may
have been fearful of Wikinson, with whom

been ‘on very iniimate terms, abo sumemvvg e

general required him to keep idden.'17

Moreover, Daniels speculates that Wikinson may
ve helped oltically shiting"

Bales in his position in SL. Louis, hoping that Bates

woud help cover up his raitorous dealings there.

Perhaps, he suggests, Lewis leamed something that
Bales, Wikinson, and peraps even Jeflerson warisd
o keep secret

Ut there are ofher, equally plausible suspects.
including John Smith T.

When Lewis took over his role as Lousiana governor
he targeted three men that he considered chief



conspirators and impediments to his governing of the
teritory. The first was John Smith T, who had set off
o join Burr i his planned invasion of Mexico unti it
s discouerod rl B ad been routed s v
John Smi added to his name a T for

Tornossee” was consdered tha. most dangorots
man in Missouri and was known o have murdered
more than a dozen men. By the 18205 he was known
as the Lead King of Missouri

Smih .t brougt e e corkol e of
e and northem

handled his affairs with liigation, guns, and hired gun-
men. Two of Smith T's slaves had become renowned
and he managed a shot tower along the
Mississippi River mel chumed o bues, Smih T
s ready and frequently willing to pons.
200 ammieiion for snihorzed invasons of Mexco,
Infactho s known o hav paripated n aleast four
attempts to invade Texas and
Wikinoon bocame h frt goverr of Louisra 142
HThe Murder of Meriwether Lewis.

Teritory in 1805-06, he ousted Moses Austin from
several key positions and replaced him with Smih T.

In The Death of Meriwether Lewis, Gales suggests
that a biography of Smith T. by Richard Steward
ffers s paitle mothe or ansasessnaton starpt

A month before Lewis left St. Louis, a “citzen's
committee’ in St. Lous chose John Smith T. as a
lobbyist 10 go to Washington, and to bring two
peitions to Congress. The first peition asked for the
removal from office of Judge John B. C. Lucas, a
fend of boh Merwetrer Lawis snd Abect Galain.
the Secretary of the Treasury. Lucas was one of

and claims commissioners in St.

Louis and a Judge of the Teritorial Court As a
member of the commission reviewing Spanish land
claims, he was blamed for too stictly following the
law. In addition, the petiioners wanted the law
changed, validating land ciaims that were recorded
after France's secret acquisition of the teritory on
October 1, 1800.

The second petition asked for a change of status for

than be wards of the Federal Government.

1 vas oy sso e insndon o th petc
to uge s ot be reappainid a5
Tertonal Govaror byme President 1

Meanwhile Smith T's brother Reuben Smith was
preparing to make another ammed excursion into

T's tip to Washington, and his whereabouts at the
time, remain a mystery. Gale suggests that Smith T's
attemps (o free Louisiana from federal oversigh, the
subsequent unauthorized invasion atiempt by his
brother, the concurring trp by Lewis to Washington to

perfecty, Her cocisions it Lwis s Kl by
Smilh T, or fis agenis. The molive was o remove
Lowis The Mirder of Merwetir Lowis H 143

from power so Smith T. and the remaining Burites
could continue to use Louisiana as a staging area for
the quest to invade Mexico.

Whether ordered by Wikinson, Bates, Jefferson, or
some other poiiical ival, Lews had 1 be removed.
His determination, once his mind was set on an
objective, knew no way of tuming back. This was as
e of his desire to fufl the mandate of his trip with
Clark as it was of hs infention to clear the Louisiana
Teritory of comupt factions of reasonous remnants of
Wikinson's bunch.

Captain Gibert Russell, duing Lewis's last days,
wrote that he had planned to travel with the qovernor




to Washington. He had requested a leave of absence
from Gonera James Wikineon b i not recahe
when expecied. Seemingly frustrated and impatient,
Lewis left with Neely a friend of Wilkinson, who had
appointed Neelly to his position as agent o
Chickasaw Nation. Gale suggests that Neelly had
mysteriously arrived at Fort Pickering without
explanaton and ad waltod patinty and vitout
reason to travel to Washinglon with Lew

Surrounded on all sides by agents and affates of his
enemies—

Wikinson, Bur, and Smith T—Lewis never made it
fo Washington, D.C.

Afterword

With the unknown, one is confronted with danger,
a.swm«m and worry, the first instinct s to abolish

ki sorsators. Fis prircipe any
explar\aﬂan is better than none. The question “Why?"
1< ot teaued for 15 own sake but 1  cortin
kind of answer—an answer that is pacifying,
ranquiliZing and soothing.

Friedrich Nietzsche, Tuilght o the Idols Welcome to
the wildemess. Readers expecting a neaty packaged
conclusion may be disappoined. Bul ity s

complex, massy. somatimes it
mysterious.

a thousand conclusions to draw from what
Jouve ot rished roading. But there are far more
questions. These are questions that deserve o be
asked, even if a comvenient answer doesnit
immediately present tself.

Wes Merwstrer Lows mudored becass
joumals contained secret

suppress? Did he ¢ e oedonce of ances
culures that might have undermined the moral
foundaion of plamed westward ogarsion? Or was

wrdered because he was 1
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in the way of Wikinson and Smith T. and their
nefarous ambiions?

Partaps Lowi, s Mastr Meson,starch sl of

state’s rights, and an indefatigable hero, became

Tabity amid potical bemol et oneconced A upon
from the wilderness. Perhaps Jefferson

tary
Jefforson's relahulwhm o Wikinoon and

The common answers 1o these kinds of questions
often reek of a kind of desperate certainty that
belongs more in church than it does in science and
academia. indeed many historians, anthropologists,
ethnologists, and other offcial spokespersons for the

greedy land specuators. But o quote Nietzsche
again, we are all better ariss than we reaiize. I you
need evidence, take the tme o look al the amazing
variety of theories and conciusions drawn about the
malest porion of Amrican isor Then ogrize

w_contradictory, each oe. Is
rasaned wit e comeion

History is as much a work of art as it is a science.
Personal prefer-ence; the rush to cerainty; the need
o trump rival theories or rival professors; the need for
a comfortable conclusion; the desire o contribute
someting rovel onough o the comersaton o o

tenure—all these are as real and present as the
matationtososk and codify the truth,

We construct history from evidence, sure. But there's
more toit

Meriwether Lewis explored the wildemess. Utimately
he paid a price for it When there are resources to be



vast stores of lead, gold, timber, and land, or the
resources produced by e publsing of a book. We
lay no caim o the . Like Lews,
it wildemoss

But tore romairs @ furgor for o so-caled (i
Even usand meticuously researched
oios wave. boan consmeted s presented,
people continue to question. People know when
they've got only part of the story. But often the need for
resoluion, notori-146 H Afterword

ety control, or a quick buck overwhelrs the need for
- T e regardes of e e, Wneter s
the _sancione universiy
s o b Sesperas reting o o ot
Gonspiracy researcher, most of us know deep down
when someone is offering speculation disguised as
i

But this is more than an intellectual exercise. There
are a hundred members of Meriwether Lewis's farmily
who want to know if he was murdered. I's been more
than a decade since James Starrs filed an affi-davit
o convene a coroner's juy in the Tennessee County
where Lewis was kiled. During the summer of 1996,
in Hohenwald, Tennessee, a group gathered to hear
tostmory from historians, forensic scientists, and

ris who offered their opinions on the value of
cviuming Lovis's body.Tre pariipants, neary al of
whom said they believed Lewis was murdered,
recommended that his remains be exumed with
hope that modern forensic. techriques would help
solve the mystery of his death.

‘The National Park Senvice has consistently stood in
the way of requests to do so. The Park Service says
that partcipants in the jury offered a one-sided view of
Lewis's death, Offcials suggested that the sanciity of
the monument was more important than the promise
of new information contained in a body that has been
decaying for two centuries.

rt C. Haraden, former superintendent of the
Natchez Trace Parkway & Meriwether Lewis National
Monument wrote: Trere are pecple o befeve rat
Lewis committed suicide and others liove
was murdered Both groups are wel infentioned
However, the mystery, the fascination, and the lore of
Lo and Gortan i rerlc xptcion s hatwe
o not know every detail about them. Nor do we need
Krow-—thatswhal keeps e soryalve .. There
is a Hgh ptenda o damage I i monury
gravesite [from exhumation] and an\y orom hepe
et anying posii can b leamed aflr 190 yoars
Lets ot cwell on Meriwether Lowis' death.
Instead, et us celebrate his ife and great
‘accompiishments and let the mystery remain 1
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maype, st majoe, g st a i degper o e
pebiidonin ybe
e i b Lowia’s demies weld help
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of people find a peace
that has eluded them. Maybe leaming the truth would
shed now g an o past wo taught we krew,
reby changing the present, ar
dgorgfortre b of America's msu)ry wous oite
the_teritory claimed by the Parks Servico, 1
‘Smithsonian Istitution, and the y League. Someone
might have to add a footnote to teir lecture materials.

item on their annual budget. Someone might have to
dig around in the vast stores of antiquities that have
heen sataloged bul never oxlored or proceried as

‘Someone might have to admit that they
dndmgel Lol ight e frt e

More than that, though, someone might have to admit
that burying the truth for the sake of celebrating the life
of & man who was mdered, culres pal were

wrdered, or a country that was built on murder, isn't
Teaby much af a calebraion atal.

notes
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