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The Church of the Incarnation
H I G H L A N D S ,  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Voluntary

Processional Hymn	 No. 128
	 Three Kings of  Orient

The Word of God

	 The people standing, the Celebrant says

		  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  
		  Amen.

The Salutation for Baptism 

		  The Celebrant then continues 

		  There is one Body and one Spirit; 
	 People	 There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
	 Celebrant	 One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
	 People	 One God and Father of  all. 

January 19, 2025

The Holy Eucharist
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The Collect of  the Day

	 The Celebrant says to the people

		  The Lord be with you. 
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of  the world: Grant that your 
people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of  Christ’s 

glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of  the earth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. 

	 People 	 Amen

The Lessons

First Reading:  Isaiah 62:1-5

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
	 and her salvation like a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your vindication, 
	 and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name 
	 that the mouth of  the LORD will give. 
You shall be a crown of  beauty in the hand of  the LORD, 
	 and a royal diadem in the hand of  your God. 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 
	 and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 
	 and your land Married; 
for the LORD delights in you, 
	 and your land shall be married. 
For as a young man marries a young woman, 
	 so shall your builder marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
	 so shall your God rejoice over you.

	 The Word of  the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 36:5-10	 Sung by Choir

5	 Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens,  
	 and your faithfulness to the clouds.
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6	 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, 
your justice like the great deep;  
	 you save both man and beast, O LORD.

7	 How priceless is your love, O God!  
	 your people take refuge under the shadow of  your wings.

8	 They feast upon the abundance of  your house;  
	 you give them drink from the river of  your delights.

9	 For with you is the well of  life,  
	 and in your light we see light.

10	 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you,  
	 and your favor to those who are true of  heart.

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray 

to idols that could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking 
by the Spirit of  God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” 
except by the Holy Spirit. 
	 Now there are varieties of  gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of  services, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of  activities, but it is the same God who 
activates all of  them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of  the Spirit for 
the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of  wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of  knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gifts of  healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of  
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of  spirits, to another various 
kinds of  tongues, to another the interpretation of  tongues. All these are activated by one 
and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

	 The Word of  the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

At the Sequence

Hymn	 No. 497
	 Wie schon leucthtet	

The Holy Gospel                John 2:1-11 (standing)

	 The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to JOHN.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of  Galilee, and the mother of  Jesus was 
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine 

gave out, the mother of  Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother 
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said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six stone water 
jars for the Jewish rites of  purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said 
to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, 
“Now draw some out, and take it to the chief  steward.” So they took it. When the steward 
tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to 
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have 
become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus did this, the first of  his 
signs, in Cana of  Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

	 The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People 	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon	 The Rev’d Bentley Manning

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATE 

The Celebrant says
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

Parents and Godparents 
I present Elizabeth to receive the Sacrament of  Baptism. 

When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith 
and life?

Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of  Christ? 

Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help. 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of  the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of  the parents and godparents who speak on behalf  
of  the infants and younger children 

Question	 Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of  wickedness that rebel against God?
Answer 	 I renounce them.

Question
 	� Do you renounce the evil powers of  this world which corrupt and destroy the  

creatures of  God?
Answer	 I renounce them.

Question	 Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of  God?
Answer 	 I renounce them.
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Question	 Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer	 I do. 

Question	 Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer 	 I do.

Question 	 Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer 	 I do. 

The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?

People	 We will. 

The Celebrant then says these words 
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

Celebrant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 

People 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. 

Celebrant 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God? 

People 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit  
and born of  the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of  saints,  
the forgiveness of  sins,  
the resurrection of  the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
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Celebrant 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of  the bread,  
and in the prayers? 

People 
I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 
Lord? 

People 
I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  God in Christ? 

People 
I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ? 

People 
I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  every human 
being? 

People 
I will, with God’s help.

The Prayers for the Candidate

The Celebrant says to the congregation 
Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of  new birth.   

A Person appointed leads the following petitions
Leader	 Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of  sin and death.   
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.    

Leader	 Open her heart to your grace and truth.   
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.    

Leader	 Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.   
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.    

Leader	 Keep her in the faith and communion of  your holy Church.   
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.    
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Leader	 Teach her to love others in the power of  the Spirit.   
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.    

Leader	 Send her into the world in witness to your love.   
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.    

Leader 	 Bring her to the fullness of  your peace and glory.   
People 	 Lord, hear our prayer.  

The Celebrant says 
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of  Jesus Christ your Son may 
live in the power of  his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives 
and reigns now and forever. Amen.  

Thanksgiving over the Water   
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying   
 
		  The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you.  

Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.   

Celebrant 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of  water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of  creation. Through it you led the children of  Israel out of  their bondage in 
Egypt into the land of  promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of  John and 
was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 
and resurrection, from the bondage of  sin into everlasting life.  

We thank you, Father, for the water of  Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come 
to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the 
Holy Spirit.  

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of  your Holy Spirit, that those who 
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of  Jesus 
Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and for ever.   

People	 Amen.
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THE BAPTISM 

The candidates are presented by name to the Celebrant who then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate, saying 
Elizabeth, I baptize you in the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Then the Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of  the cross and saying  
Elizabeth, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 

The newly baptized are presented with a candle. The Priest says 
Receive the light of  Christ that you may be a light to the world. 

The Priest, at a place in full sight of  the congregation, prays over them, saying 
Let us pray.  
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed 
upon these persons your servants the forgiveness of  sin, and have raised them to the new 
life of  grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and 
discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, 
and the gift of  joy and wonder in all your works. 

People	 Amen. 

Welcome the Newly Baptized 
When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

Celebrant and People 
We receive you into the household of  God. Confess the faith of  Christ crucified, proclaim his 
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace

	 The Peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People 	 And also with you.

The Holy Communion

The Church of  the Incarnation and its mission are  
supported by the voluntary giving of  visitors and its members.

The Offertory	 Organ Meditation 	
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Presentation Hymn	 No. 119 
Dix 
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The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer B

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says

	 The Lord be with you.  
People	 And also with you.  
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.  
People	 We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.   

The Celebrant says the Preface…concluding:  

	� Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels, and with  
all the company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  
your Name:

Sanctus & Benedictus qui venit	 S-125 
Proulx
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	 The people stand or kneel.

The Priest continues with the Eucharistic Prayer.  
		  Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

	 Celebrant and People

		  We remember his death, 
		  We proclaim his resurrection, 
		  We await his coming in glory;

	 The Celebrant continues...concluding:

By him and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.

People	 Amen.    

And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us,  

	 we are bold to say,

	 People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of  the Bread

	 Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
	 People	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Agnus Dei 	 S-164 
John Rutter 

Everyone is welcome to come forward to the Altar rail at this time, following the indication of  the ushers. All baptized 
Christians are invited to receive Communion. Others who wish may receive a blessing from the priest; please indicate that 
this is what you wish by crossing your arms over your chest as you kneel. To receive the Bread, please hold out your hands 
so the Priest may place the wafer in your open palms. To receive the wine, guide the Chalice to your lips with your fingers. 
After receiving the Sacrament or a blessing, please return to your pew by the side aisles and kneel or sit.

The clergy are eager to meet with anyone interested in the Sacrament of  Baptism.

Communion Hymn	 No. 440 
Liebster Jesu

The Postcommunion Prayer

E ternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  heart; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing	

The Dismissal

	 People 	 Thanks be to God. 

Recessional Hymn	 No. 423
	 St. Denio  

Voluntary
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The flowers are offered to the glory of  God  
and in thanksgiving  for the birth and baptism of   

Elizabeth Adams duPont  
by Heath Massey and John Mitchener.
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Children

A nursery is available for infants  
through age 5 on the lower level. 

Children’s Worship Bags are available  
near the entrances into the Nave. 

Please ask an usher if  you have questions or need assistance.

Please see our weekly email for  
the current parish prayer list.  

Printed copies are also available.
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Weekly Schedule 

HOLY EUCHARIST,  
Rite I  

Sunday - 8:00 AM 
Historic Chapel

HOLY EUCHARIST,  
Rite II with Choir  

Sunday - 10:30 AM 
Nave/Main Sanctuary

MORNING PRAYER 
Monday through Thursday  

8:30 AM 
Historic Chapel

RECTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 
Resumes in Lent

HOLY EUCHARIST  
WITH HEALING PRAYERS 

Wednesday 
Noon 

Historic Chapel

FORMATION 
Resumes in Lent
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520 Main Street
(Post Office Box 729)

Highlands, North Carolina 28741
828.526.2968

Incarnationwnc.org

The Church of the Incarnation

A Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina  
and a member of the world-wide Anglican Communion.

Clergy & Staff

The Rev’d W. Bentley Manning, Rector
The Rev’d Skully Knight, Associate Rector

Mr. Charles M. Banks, Organist & Choirmaster
Ms. Teresa Hollingsworth, Finance & Membership

Ms. Alisa Shapard, Parish Administrator

Vestry

Class of  2025
David Martin
Carl Romberg
Alisa Shapard

Class of  2026
Tabby Bewley

Tom Cox
Ray Michaels

Class of  2027
Don Duggan 

John Mitchener 
Lisa Torbett


