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Retention Criteria
● Books purchased in the last five years
● Books of local or regional value
● Books with few holdings in SUNY Libraries Consortium
● Books with circulation history:

○ Natural sciences: books with circulation history in the last five years
○ Social sciences: books with circulation history in the last seven years
○ Humanities and Mathematics: books with circulation history in the last 

ten years
● We also retained several series and a collection of musical scores which the 

Music Department had donated to our collection several years ago.



Data Used for Decision Making
● Historical circulation data pulled from Aleph and imported into a custom 

dashboard, developed by our Digital Resources & Systems Librarian, Bill 
Jones

● Historical purchasing history 
● Holdings analysis by SUNY Libraries Services (SLS)
● Keyword searching in catalog for titles that would be relevant to local, 

regional, and College history











Communication
● Separate Primo view of only weeding candidates that faculty could search 

and filter like any other Primo search. 
● Use of the Purchase Request button to flag titles that faculty would like us to 

retain. (Ex Libris documentation for Purchase Requests.)
● Google Sheet of titles intended for retention so faculty could compare titles 

to be retained and titles to be weeded.

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/020Acquisitions/050Purchasing/Working_with_Purchase_Requests




Next Steps:
● Space planning for move back to library building
● Preparing collections for move


