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The January 9, 2025 Wolf Trap District Roundtable will be 

held 7:30pm, at Thoreau Middle School, Vienna, VA. 

 

 

  

USEFUL LINKS: 

NCAC Council Web site   National BSA     

WTD Web Site    WTD Upcoming Events 

  

WTD Roundtable (PW:  WTDRT) WTD Training 

 

  

 

 

 

Wolf Trap District is part of the Virginia Central field service area in 

the National Capital Area Council. It is the home to 50 scouting units, 

serving over 1,600 youth in the areas of Vienna, Falls Church, Dunn 

Loring, McLean, Glencarlyn, and many neighborhoods south of 

Arlington in Fairfax County, Virginia.  

Welcoming new scouts! – Join Scouting Today 

Visit our Facebook Page for the latest district updates 

 New District Map 

 

https://www.ncacbsa.org/
https://www.scouting.org/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/upcoming-events/district-events-listing/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/district-resources/roundtable/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/training/
https://beascout.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Official-George-Mason-District-NCAC-BSA-1355377407914986/
https://public.3.basecamp.com/p/JHqvHptxMRmZ8ZgZZDeU7fLL
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Calendar of Events – Links included if available 

01/04/25 – OA Lodge Banquet, College Park, MD 
01/09/25 – Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
01/17-20/25 & 02/01-02/2 NCAC NYLT 25-1 course – see flyer 
 
02/08/25 – Virtual Life to Eagle Seminar (1pm) 
02/13/25 – Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
02/22/25 – University of Scouting, Alexandria, VA 
 
03/08/25 – WTD Merit Badge Day, Fairfax Presbyterian Church, Fairfax, VA 
03/08/25 – 03/09/25 – Commissioner College 
03/13/25 – Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
 
03/01/25 & 04/26-27/25 BCOLS Training – see flier below 
03/08/25    WTD Merit Badge Day, St James Catholic Church, Falls Church, VA 
03/13/25    Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
03/22/25 – DCOH Award Nominations due 
03/28/25 – 03/30/25 – Joint Lodge Ordeal, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 
 
04/4-6/25 & 05/3-4/25 Spring 2025 Wood Badge 
04/10/25 – Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
04/25/25 – 04/27/25 – 2025 OA Spring Fellowship 

 

http://www.wipit470.org/banquet
https://scoutingevent.com/082-91472
https://wipit470.org/ordeal.html
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Calendar of Events – Links included if available 

01/04/25 – OA Lodge Banquet, College Park, MD 
01/09/25 – Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
01/17-20/25 & 02/01-02/2 NCAC NYLT 25-1 course – see flyer 
 
02/08/25 – Virtual Life to Eagle Seminar (1pm) 
02/13/25 – Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
02/22/25 – University of Scouting, Alexandria, VA 
 
03/08/25 – WTD Merit Badge Day, St James Catholic Church, Falls Church, VA 
03/08/25 – 03/09/25 – Commissioner College 
03/13/25 – Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
 
03/01/25 & 04/26-27/25 BCOLS Training – see flier below 
03/08/25    WTD Merit Badge Day, St James Catholic Church, Falls Church, VA 
03/13/25    Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
03/22/25 – DCOH Award Nominations due 
03/28/25 – 03/30/25 – Joint Lodge Ordeal, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 
 
04/TBD/25 – WT District Court of Honor – date/location TBD 
04/10/25 – Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
04/4-6/25 & 05/3-4/25 Spring 2025 Wood Badge 
04/10/25 – District Court of Honor/Roundtable,Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
04/25/25 – 04/27/25 – 2025 OA Spring Fellowship 
05/03/25 – 19th NCAC Scout Orienteering Meet, PWD, Triangle, VA 
 
05/08/25 – Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
05/XX/25 – 05/XX/25 – WTD Spring Camporee 
05/XX/25 – 05/XX/25 – WTD Hike-O-Ree 
05/10/25 – Jamboree on the Trail (JOTT) 
05/26/25 – Memorial Day Flags In, National Memorial Park, Falls Church 
05/31/25 – OA Election Season Closes 
06/12/25 – Roundtable (7:30pm), Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
06/15-20/25 NCAC NYLT 25-2 course – see flyer 
07/27/25 – 08/01/25 NCAC NYLT 25-3 course – see flyer 
 
09/12-14/25 & 10/4-5/25 Fall 2025 Wood Badge 

09/20/25 & 10/18-19/25 BCOLS Training – see flier below 

 

Calendar of Events (cont.) – Links included if available 

05/03/25 – 19th NCAC Scout Orienteering Meet, PWD, Triangle, VA 
05/08/25 – Roundtable, 7:30pm, Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
05/XX/25 – 05/XX/25 – WTD Spring Camporee 
05/XX/25 – 05/XX/25 – WTD Hike-O-Ree 
05/10/25 – Jamboree on the Trail (JOTT) 
05/26/25 – Memorial Day Flags In, National Memorial Park, Falls Church 
05/31/25 – OA Election Season Closes 
 
06/12/25 – Roundtable (7:30pm), Thoreau MS, Vienna, VA 
06/15-20/25 NCAC NYLT 25-2 course – see flyer 
 
07/27/25 – 08/01/25 NCAC NYLT 25-3 course – see flyer 
 
09/12-14/25 & 10/4-5/25 Fall 2025 Wood Badge 

09/20/25 & 10/18-19/25 BCOLS Training – see flier below 

 

http://www.wipit470.org/banquet
https://scoutingevent.com/082-91472
https://wipit470.org/ordeal.html
https://scoutingevent.com/082-2024ScoutOrienteering
https://jamboreeonthetrail.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-2024ScoutOrienteering
https://jamboreeonthetrail.org/
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Chair’s Chat – January 2025 
 

I hope that this newsletter finds everyone rested after the 

holidays and ready to start a new scouting year!  

We already have some key events in the works in the coming 

months. Please check out the calendar in the newsletter. Just to 

highlight a few:  

Wolf Trap District Merit Badge Day will be held on Saturday, 

March 8 at Fairfax Presbyterian Church; adult troop leaders 

should be on the lookout for communications on signups starting 

in January; we will also need registered adult volunteers from 

each troop to assist that day.  

Save the date for our Spring Camporee! It will be from Friday, 

May 2 through Sunday, May 4. Watch for additional communications on the location and 

theme very soon. Activities will be available for both troops and packs. 

Troop and pack leaders, please note that the due date for District Court of Honor nominations 

is March 22. In the meantime, please send us your feedback on how we can improve the 

District Court of Honor presentation!  

It’s also never too early to start planning recruitment activities for your unit. Recruitment 

should be a year-round mindset; look for opportunities in the community where you can 

engage with youth and their families and show them what scouting has to offer. We will be 

planning a District-wide recruitment event again with more details to come soon.  

I look forward to working with you in 2025! 

Traci Yates 

Wolf Trap District Chair 

Traci.yates@cox.net 
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2025 Guide to Advancement 

Scouting America has published the 2025 Guide to Advancement.  There are a number of 

changes.  I'll provide a "first look" at the changes below.  Merit badge changes for 2025 

also are available on the Scouting America website. 

The Guide will take effect on January 1, 2025.  Scouts currently working on rank 

requirements, particularly the Eagle rank, should continue using the legacy requirements 

through the end of the year.  I expect an update to Scoutbook and a new Eagle Scout Rank 

Application early in 2025 to accommodate the new updates. 

Scouts who have already started a merit badge, unless the change indicates otherwise, 

have the choice of finish the badge using the legacy requirements or switching to the new 

requirements. 

The Council Advancement Committee will prioritize publishing guidance where individual 

changes in the Guide to Advancement impact youth and unit practices related to 

advancement.  They hope to have something out by the end of January.  In the interim, 

please do your best to abide by the spirit of the new national policy.  If you have doubts or 

questions, please reach out to me. 

During a quick look at the 2025 Guide this morning, I identified the following changes: 

• Active Service - The text regarding alternatives to the third test (GTA 4.2.3.1) has 

been shortened significantly with an increased emphasis on participation in 

Scouting. 

• Group-Online Merit Badge Instruction (GTA 5.0.8.0) - The text provides 

additional clarification regarding group instruction and also mentions generative 

AI. 

• Unit Leader's Role in Merit Badge Process (GTA 7.0.0.3) - Strengthens the unit 

leader's role in counseling Scouts about merit badge counselors. 

• Merit Badge Fundraising (GTA 7.0.4.10) - Merit badge instruction must not be 

used as a fundraiser. 

 

https://www.scouting.org/resources/guide-to-advancement/
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/merit-badge-updates-for-2025/
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2025 Guide to Advancement (cont.) 

• Group Merit Badge Instruction (GTA 7.0.4.12) - New section added with guidelines about 

aspects that are good, of concern or to be avoided. 

• Recording Boards of Review (GTA 8.0.1.2) - Recording boards of review, either voice or 

video, is never appropriate. 

• Eagle Reference Letters (GTA 9.0.1.3) - The number of references changed from six to four 

with all four now being general references.  There are no specific references for employer, 

education, etc.  Parents and relatives are strongly discouraged from writing reference 

letters.  The unit leader and committee chair do not write letters for the Scout. 

• Collecting Eagle Reference Letters (GTA 9.0.1.7) - The Scout now is responsible for 

requesting references.  Councils choose the method and where the letters are to be 

submitted.   

• Advancement for Members with Special Needs (GTA chapter 10) - Has been significantly 

rewritten.  

The above list is NOT a comprehensive description of all the changes in the 2025 Guide to 

Advancement.  They simply are the ones that jumped out at me as I took a quick look.  

I would welcome feedback on the above changes and any others you see in the new Guide to 

Advancement.  I would particularly value feedback related to how youth and units would be 

affected by the changes and what recommendations you might have on how best to adapt to them. 

As always, please reach out if you have questions or are uncertain on how best to proceed with 

assisting young people as they advance in Scouting. 

Yours in Scouting,   

Matt Burns 

Chair of the Advancement and Recognition Committee 

Wolf Trap District 
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Virtual Life to Eagle Seminar on Saturday, February 8, 2025 

 

The Wolf Trap district will hold the next (virtual) Life to Eagle Seminar on Saturday, February 8, 

2025 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  All participants need to register at: 

National Capital Area Council - 2024 Wolf Trap (Virtual) Life to Eagle Seminar 

This is a virtual" Life to Eagle seminar.  The Life to Eagle seminar is an outstanding opportunity 

for Scouts to virtually meet the District representatives they will be working with on their 

project, their Eagle Scout Rank Application and their Board of Review. 

We encourage all Life Scouts working on Eagle, as well as advanced Star Scouts, to attend 

a Life to Eagle seminar.  While we will work with any Life Scout who wants to complete 

the Eagle Rank, it takes little time to identify those that attended the seminar.  They have 

fewer struggles and do a much better initial job with their project proposal and ESRA.  When I 

was a Scoutmaster, I also noted that Scouts who attended a Life to Eagle seminar needed less 

of my time and were faster to understand and follow the advice I was giving them.  I see that 

as another good reason for Scoutmasters to promote the Life to Eagle seminar. 

We also encourage parents/guardians to accompany their youth so they can understand the 

Trail to Eagle and learn how they can best support their Scout.  Leaders or other adults 

involved in supporting Scouts working on Eagle who haven't attended a seminar in the last two 

years are urged to sign up and attend.  The Scout program does change.  Adult volunteers 

working with Scouts who don't keep up with the program have, on occasion, provided Scouts 

with inaccurate advice that has created unnecessary hurdles in their pursuit of Eagle.  We all 

want to avoid this.  Attending a Life to Eagle seminar is a great way to update your knowledge 

of the Scouting America advancement program and help you provide accurate, up to date 

advice to your youth. 

 

 Yours in Scouting,   Matt Burns 

Chair of the Advancement and Recognition Committee 

Wolf Trap District 

 

https://scoutingevent.com/082-91472
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Wood Badge 2025 – Camp Snyder 

Spring 2025 Course   04/4-6/25 & 05/3-4/25 
 

Fall 2025 Course   09/12-14/25 & 10/4-5/25 
 

Wood Badge is the Boy Scouts of America’s ultimate leadership training designed to meet the advanced 

leadership needs of Scouters in all aspects of the BSA, whether unit, district, or council level – from assistant 

den leaders to Scoutmasters, from Cubmasters to Venturing Advisors, from committee members to 

commissioners. It is a fun, energetic and inspiring course guaranteed to infuse your unit with fun and meaning 

– all designed to fulfill the mission of the BSA, and ensure our youth is getting everything they are promised 

from the program. 

Reflecting the best of nearly a century of Scouting experience, Wood Badge draws upon the most current 

leadership models used by corporate America, academic circles and successful organizations throughout the 

country. Participants can expect to develop skills in many areas, including leadership theory, team building, 

problem-solving, communication, project planning and more.  These skills can be taken back to packs, troops, 

crews and ships to help leaders guide youth in dynamic Scouting programs.  Scouters will find these skills 

invaluable in their business and personal lives as well. 

Wood Badge consists of two parts: The first five full days is the initial group training, usually held over two 

weekends – the first weekend Friday through Sunday, and the second Saturday and Sunday (Both weekends 

must be attended).  

The second part requires participants to apply the skills they learned by completing a 5-part plan (called a 

“ticket”) over the following 18 months, leading towards the individual participant’s vision of a better Scouting 

future. 

Requirements for attending Wood Badge: 

  

1.    Be registered members of the Boy Scouts of America and age 18 or older. 

2.    Have completed the basic position-specific training courses for their Scouting role. 

3.    Be capable of functioning safely in an outdoor environment. All participants are required to complete 

the Annual Health and Medical Record. Parts A, B, and C are required which includes a physical. Part C is 

required for everyone, including people who are not present for more than 72 hours. 

  

Scholarship requests can be submitted at: https://247scouting.com/forms/082-FinancialSupport  
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NCAC has an interest form for the Spring 2025 course ready for you 

to fill out.   
 

https://forms.office.com/r/BjWfhgacCy  

 

Wood Badge is the Boy Scouts of America’s ultimate leadership training 

designed to meet the advanced leadership needs of Scouters in all aspects of 

the BSA, whether unit, district, or council level – from assistant den leaders 

to Scoutmasters, from Cubmasters to Venturing Advisors, from committee 

members to commissioners. It is a fun, energetic and inspiring course 

guaranteed to infuse your unit with fun and meaning – all designed to fulfill 

the mission of the BSA, and ensure our youth is getting everything they are 

promised from the program. 

Reflecting the best of nearly a century of Scouting experience, Wood Badge 

draws upon the most current leadership models used by corporate America, 

academic circles and successful organizations throughout the country. 

Participants can expect to develop skills in many areas, including leadership 

theory, team building, problem-solving, communication, project planning 

and more.  These skills can be taken back to packs, troops, crews and ships 

to help leaders guide youth in dynamic Scouting programs.  Scouters will find 

these skills invaluable in their business and personal lives as well. 

 

Spring 2025 Course will be April 4-6 & May 3-4. 

 

https://www.ncacbsa.org/wood-badge/ 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/BjWfhgacCy
https://www.ncacbsa.org/wood-badge/
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Training 
Cub Scout:  
• Cub Leader Position Specific (C40) 

o Available on-line (117 min) 
o 01/11/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 02/01/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 03/08/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 04/05/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 05/03/25 – Alexandria, VA 

• Cub Scout Den Leader Specific (C42) 
o Available on-line (125 min) 
o 01/11/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 02/01/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 03/08/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 04/05/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 05/03/25 – Alexandria, VA 

o   
• Basic Adult Leader Outdoor 

Orientation (BALOO;C32) –  
o 03/15/25 – 03/16/25 – Haymarket, 

VA 
o 03/29/25 – 03/30/25 – TBD, 

VA (Request permission to attend) 
o 06/14/25 – 06/15/25 – Lorton, 

VA (Contact Dominick 
dscscouting@aol.com for 
permission to register) 

Scout: 
• Scoutmaster Position Specific 

Training(S24) 
o Available on-line (192 min) 
o 01/11/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 02/01/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 03/08/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 04/05/25 – Alexandria, VA 
o 05/03/25 – Alexandria, VA 

• Introduction to Outdoor Leadership 
Skills (IOLS; S11) 

o 03/15/25 – 03/16/25 – Haymarket, 
VA 

o 06/14/25 – 06/15/25 – Lorton, 
VA (Contact Dominick dscscouting@aol.com for permission to register) 

Cub Scout Leader Basic Training – Cub Scout 
leaders are considered trained and eligible to 
wear the official Trained emblem once they have 
completed:  

1. YPT, and 
2. Leader Specific Training for their 

position: 
o Den Leader Position-Specific 

Training 
o Pack Committee Challenge – Pack 

Committee Position-Specific Training 
o Cubmaster and Assistant Cubmaster 

Position-Specific Training, and 
3. Hazardous Weather 

 

BALOO – To have a Pack Campout, at 
least one individual must be present that 
is BALOO trained. 
 
BALOO consists of two sessions, an online 
portion (https://my.scouting.org, Menu, My 
Training, Cub Scouts, Catalog, search on 
BALOO) that takes 35 minutes and a hands-
on overnight session.  The overnight 
sessions are listed below.  

Scouts BSA Basic Training 
Scoutmasters and Assistant Scoutmasters are 
considered trained and eligible to wear the 
official Trained emblem once they have 
completed: 

1. YPT, and 
2. Scoutmaster Position-Specific Training, 

and 
3. Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills 

(IOLS), and 
4. Hazardous Weather 

 

https://my.scouting.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-clstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-clstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-clstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-clstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-clstsy25
https://my.scouting.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-clstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-clstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-clstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-clstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-clstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-PWDBALOOMar2025
https://scoutingevent.com/082-PWDBALOOMar2025
https://www.sac-bsa.org/outdoortraining
https://www.sac-bsa.org/outdoortraining
https://www.sac-bsa.org/SupportDesk?element_1=2
https://scoutingevent.com/082-baloosy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-baloosy25
https://my.scouting.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-sstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-sstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-sstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-sstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-sstsy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-PWDIOLSMar2025
https://scoutingevent.com/082-PWDIOLSMar2025
https://scoutingevent.com/082-iolssy25
https://scoutingevent.com/082-iolssy25
https://my.scouting.org/


    
 

11 
 

 Wolf trap District Press 
 January/February 2025 

 

Training (cont.) 
 
University of Scouting 

• 02/22/2025, Alexandria, VA  (2024 Course Materials available on Basecamp) 
 
Wilderness First Aid/CPR/AED (N02) 

• 01/25/25 – 01/26/25 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 
• 02/22/25 – 02/23/25 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA (Waitlist only) 
• 03/22/25 – 03/23/25 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 
• 04/26/25 – 04/27/25 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 
• 05/17/25 – 05/18/25 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

 
Wood Badge (A90) - https://scoutingevent.com/082-woodbadge2025 

• Spring:  4/4-6/25 & 5/3-4/25 (Registration opens 12/08/24) 
• Fall:  09/12-14/25 & 10/4-5/25 (Registration opens 02/20/25) 

University of Scouting (Saturday, February 22, 2025) 

The University of Scouting is a supplemental training opportunity for all adult Scout leaders. It is the 

only time during the year where you can find the widest variety of training opportunities in all 

program areas (Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, Venturing, Sea Scouting, STEM, Online Scouting/Social 

Media), all in one place. Whether you are new to the program or a veteran of many years, the 

University provides interesting courses applicable across the Scouting programs. 

• The College of Cub Scouting provides a wide variety of courses, from working with Cub Scout-

aged youth, to pack administration, to planning an outdoor program, all focused on meeting 

Scouting goals while having fun as a pack or den. 

• The College of Scouts BSA provides an exciting variety of troop, patrol and outdoor planning 

supplemental courses to help manage the challenges of a great troop experience. 

• The College of Adventure Scouting provides a variety of classes in Adventure Scouting, High 

Adventure subjects, and resources for Venturing Crews, Sea Scout Ships, and Scout Troops. 

• The College of General Studies offers courses that cut across all the programs. Just about 

everything from diversity and special needs to using technology can be found in the College of 

General Studies. STEM Scouts, and Online Scouting/Social Media will be covered within the 

College of General Studies. 

All these opportunities are available at the University for learning how to better serve our young 

people and better work with our fellow leaders. 

 

https://3.basecamp.com/3958009/buckets/25194874/vaults/4402534141
https://scoutingevent.com/082-WFASpring2025
https://scoutingevent.com/082-WFASpring2025
https://scoutingevent.com/082-WFASpring2025
https://scoutingevent.com/082-WFASpring2025
https://scoutingevent.com/082-WFASpring2025
https://scoutingevent.com/082-woodbadge2025
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Youth Opportunities 
     Merit Badge Opportunities 

• 01/18/25 - MB University, Newport News, VA  

• 02/01/25 – Merit Badge Jamboree, Alexandria, VA  

• 02/15/25 - SAC-BSA MB College, Hagerstown, MD 

• 02/22/25 - SAC-BSA MB College, Hagerstown, MD   

• 03/08/25 – Wolf Trap District MB Day 

• 04/19/25 - MB University, Newport News, VA  

 

 
      National Youth Leadership Training; NYLT (13 and 1st Class; $300) 

• 01/17-20/25 & 02/01-02/25: Winter Course (Wait List Only) 

• 06/15/25 – 06/20/25: Course 25-2 (opens 12-8-24)  

• 06/22/25 – 06/27/25: Course 25-3 (opens 12-8-24)  

• 07/27/25 – 08/01/25: Course 25-4 & Course 25-5 (opens 12-8-24)  

 
 
Youth Training - National Advanced Youth Leadership Experience (NAYLE) 
National Advanced Youth Leadership Experience (NAYLE) is an exciting program where young men and 
women enhance their leadership skills through team building, ethical decision-making, problem solving and 
service to others. This course built on the skills learned in NYLT. Classes are availability each year at: 
 

• Philmont: https://www.philmontscoutranch.org/ptc/nayle/ 
• Summit: https://www.summitbsa.org/programs/training/seven-day-conferences/nayle 

National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT) 
 
NYLT is an exciting 6-day program designed for youth to learn leadership skills that will help them 
succeed in Scouting and in life! 
 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND?  Scouts who have completed their unit’s introduction to leadership 
course, have been practicing these skills, and are ready for the next level of training should attend 
NYLT once they meet all Eligibility Requirements. 
 
NYLT ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS  Scouts must: 

• Complete their home Unit’s Introduction to Leadership Skills course* 
• Receive approval from your Scoutmaster or Unit leader 
• Be at least 13 years of age by course start date 
• Earn First Class rank, if registered in a Troop 
• Have current BSA Health Form (Parts A, B, and C) 
• Be comfortable camping and cooking outdoors 
• Commit to attending the entire six-day course 

 

https://click-1518147.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30354341&msgid=312233&act=85C6&c=1518147&pid=1711345&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fscoutingevent.com%2F595-CVCMBU2025%23&cf=14346&v=558b8cea2777458882898150f138fa187980316c63eb47cd946e8c1c66368c4a
https://scoutingevent.com/082-mbj2025
https://click-1518147.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30354341&msgid=312233&act=85C6&c=1518147&pid=1711345&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sac-bsa.org%2FMBC&cf=14346&v=aab2b0d247cc55e9aa19e248c8edf8124b4f0db0d35fc34b633b4ca28dda2615
https://click-1518147.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30354341&msgid=312233&act=85C6&c=1518147&pid=1711345&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sac-bsa.org%2FMBC&cf=14346&v=aab2b0d247cc55e9aa19e248c8edf8124b4f0db0d35fc34b633b4ca28dda2615
https://click-1518147.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30354341&msgid=312233&act=85C6&c=1518147&pid=1711345&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fscoutingevent.com%2F595-CVCMBU2025%23&cf=14346&v=558b8cea2777458882898150f138fa187980316c63eb47cd946e8c1c66368c4a
https://click-1518147.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30354341&msgid=312233&act=85C6&c=1518147&pid=1711345&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncacbsa.org%2Fnational-youth-leadership-training%2F&cf=14346&v=28cd843b0c888225cd1b004cad80fd92faf4461da345b6e6b066bcb8fa1f18a3
https://www.philmontscoutranch.org/ptc/nayle/
https://www.summitbsa.org/programs/training/seven-day-conferences/nayle
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Youth Opportunities (cont.) 
 
Powder Horn (14 Years Old and above; Typically held in August each year) 
Powder Horn is a skills resource course for Venturing and Scouts BSA leaders and youth of the Boy Scouts of 
America. Powder Horn is also described as a "hands-on resource management course" designed to give 
Scouting leaders "the contacts and tools necessary to conduct an awesome high-adventure program" in their 
Scouting unit. 
 
Climbing Level 1 
Learn how to help Scouts climb on nearby natural rock and become a resource for your unit. Scouts 16 or 
older and Scouters 18 or older can become qualified instructors by completing Climbing Level I Instructor 
training. This year we offer five class sections: 

 
Outdoor Ethics/Leave No Trace (D78) 
The course is suitable for scouters and mature scouts. We hope as many units as possible are able to send at 
least 2 scouts and 1 scouter; this will allow your unit to have youth & adult members qualified to lead Outdoor 
Ethics at all outdoor events and help your scouts & scouters complete some of the requirements to earn 
the Outdoor Ethics Award for Scouts or NCAC Outdoor Ethics Award for Cub Scouts.  

• 02/15/25 – Outdoor Ethics Orientation Course, Washington, DC 

• 03/24/25 & 03/30/25 – BSA LNT Level 1 Instructor, Zoom and Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

 

https://www.scouting.org/outdoor-programs/outdoor-ethics/awards/scouts-bsa/
https://weownadventure.com/new-online-leave-no-trace-awareness-course-for-cub-scouts/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-91729
https://scoutingevent.com/082-84749
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STEM 

 
Opportunities 
• Burke Lake District NOVA Nights (Last Tuesday of Month) – Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

• January 28th, 2025 
• February 25, 2025 
• March 25, 2025 
• April 29, 2025 
• May 27, 2025 

• Akela Chess Classic 
• Cub Scout Tournament – 02/01/2025 at MSSC 
• Scouts BSA Tournament – 02/15/2025 at MSSC 

• NCAC STEM contact is Bruce Donlin (bruce.donlin@scouting.org; 240-395-0601) 
• Ancient Earth:  Birth of the Sky (on PBS) - link 
• Anytime   – DC STEM Trek- Showcases 24 government agencies, private organizations and 

monuments related to the tenets upon which STEM is based.  Two hikes - 10.57 miles, or 4.75 miles 
 

• Satellite Gus (Thanks T976 for this) – Your unit can “take a selfie” with a satellite in orbit!  Mark Rober 
is launching this soon.  If you haven't heard about his project yet, you can check out the excellent full 
video here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KcV1C1Ui5s  

STEM—Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
STEM is an initiative the Boy Scouts of America has taken on to encourage the natural curiosity of youth 
members and their sense of wonder about these fields. From archery to welding, Scouts can’t help but 
enjoy the wide range of STEM-related activities. To support this initiative, the BSA developed the STEM 
Nova Awards program so that youth members have fun and receive recognition for their efforts. 
 

Nova Awards 
Scouting America developed the STEM Nova Awards program to excite and expand a sense of wonder in our 
Scouts. By working with an adult counselor or mentor, the various modules allow them to explore the basic 
principles of STEM and discover how fun and fascinating STEM can be. The Supernova awards are offered for 
those who enjoy a super challenge. Discover how the STEM Nova Awards program helps youth be “Prepared. 
For Life.” 
 
Award requirements for Cubs Scouts, Scouts BSA, Venturing and Sea Scouts:  
Award Requirements | Scouting America 
 
Currently, the District maintains the list of Nova and Supernova counselors/mentors. If a Scout needs 
information about a specific award, the Scout can contact their troop leadership or the District STEM 
Coordinator (note emails should include two adults – no one-on-one contact for electronic media). If an adult 
leader is interested in becoming a Nova award counselor/mentor, please reach out to the STEM Coordinator. 
The requirements for becoming a Nova counselor can be found here:  
Counselors & Mentors | Scouting America (scouting.org). 
 

https://scoutingevent.com/082-89072
https://scoutingevent.com/082-90064
mailto:bruce.donlin@scouting.org
https://us.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/10004/2037650?email=j2mObVAw6OCBePIN6tZ3hlESkN1MQhKC&campid=xocb452w9CaZkArzVWMSmA==
https://www.ncacbsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/DC-STEM-Trek-2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KcV1C1Ui5s
https://www.scouting.org/stem-nova-awards/awards/
https://www.scouting.org/stem-nova-awards/volunteer-support/
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SCOUT SERVICE/ACHIEVEMENTS 
PACK 1132 – POWER PACKS FOR NEEDY YOUTH 

  
Cubs, working with the Girl 

Scouts, supplied and 

packaged Power Packs that 

will provide food for youth in 

need to have sufficient food 

over the weekend. 

  

 
 

Troop 1996 – Six Eagle Scouts Recognized 

 

On December 9th, Troop 1996 had an 

Eagle Court of Honor for six Eagle 

Scouts:   

Connor T 

Jack T 

Gael H 

Conrad D 

Josh C 

Cameron D 

Well done!  Also, thank for the leaders 

that worked with them over the years 

Chad, Wayne and Todd. 
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LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE:   REGISTRATIONS OPEN SOON! 

Start planning to experience Scouting’s ultimate adventure.  Registration for a 2026 trek at an iconic high 

adventure base will open on 1/14/25.  You do not want to miss this opportunity of a lifetime. 

  

Visit a trek landing page below, or click here to provide an email and keep up to date and find out more 

about all Scouting America high adventure has to offer.  

•Philmont - registration is open now 

•Summit 1/14/25 

• Northern Tier 1/15/25 

• Sea base 1/16/25 

 

 
  

Or, click the button below for more general information about High Adventure Bases. 

 

FIND OUT MORE 
 

 

https://t.email.scouting.org/r/?id=h383fc389,15a1e5a7,15ab562c
https://t.email.scouting.org/r/?id=h383fc389,15a1e5a7,15ab562d
https://t.email.scouting.org/r/?id=h383fc389,15a1e5a7,15ab562d
https://t.email.scouting.org/r/?id=h383fc389,15a1e5a7,15ab5627
https://t.email.scouting.org/r/?id=h383fc389,15a1e5a7,15ab5628
https://t.email.scouting.org/r/?id=h383fc389,15a1e5a7,15ab5629
https://t.email.scouting.org/r/?id=h383fc389,15a1e5a7,15ab562a
https://t.email.scouting.org/r/?id=h383fc389,15a1e5a7,15ab562b
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Merit Badge Program 

 

The Scouting BSA is a movement dedicated to supplementing and enlarging the education 
of youth. As a vital part of the BSA’s advancement plan, the merit badge program is one of 
Scouting’s basic character-building tools and plays a key role in the fulfillment of this 
educational commitment. There are over 100 different merit badges in the program.  
Upcoming events will be listed below: 

• Online Merit Badge Courses - Watch video, fill out workbook, contact Counselor 
• Parktakes (select "Scouts" from the Category of Activity) 
• MeritBadge.Info - Various MB Days throughout the country 
• Fly Fishing Merit Badge Program, Northern Virginia 
• Merit Badges Scouts can complete at Home 

Current Merit Badge Counselors and Guidelines: 
The current roster of merit badge counselors is provided periodically to the Scoutmaster 
of each troop.  If a scout needs information about a specific merit badge, the scout can 
contact their troop leadership or the Wolf Trap Merit Badge Dean (note emails should 
include two adults - no one-on-one contact for electronic media). 

To become a Merit Badge Counselor: 

You can apply online here (note, please ensure you have a current YPT before filling out 
application).  When you are done with the application, send the MB Dean your list of MBs 
using the Merit Badge Counselor Information Sheet.   

Any questions or concerns please contact the District's Merit Badge Dean: 

Margee Egan at margee.egan@gmail.com 

 

https://www.hoac-bsa.org/scoutconnect
https://fairfax.usedirect.com/fairfaxfcpaweb/Activities/Search.aspx
http://meritbadge.info/
http://www.ncacbsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/BSA-Flier.pdf
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2020/03/20/merit-badges-for-social-distancing/
https://my.scouting.org/VES/OnlineReg/1.0.0/?tu=UF-MB-082gm23
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34405.pdf
mailto:gm.mb.dean@hotmail.com
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Additional Self-Pay Membership Renewal Notes 

How unit coordinators can prepare 

1.  Valid Emails – Key 3 (or delegate) should check the unit roster (https://my.scouting.org, login, 

Menu, select unit, Roster, export roster) to ensure all registered adults and leaders have valid 

email addresses. 

2. Whitelisting – Recommend parents/registered adults whitelisting “@scouting.org” or check 

their Junk/SPAM folders periodically for renewal messages 

3. My.Scouting.Org Accounts – Ensuring all parents have a my.scouting.org account.  If not, they 

can create one at https://my.scouting.org, Create Account.  It should ask for the BSA ID of their 

youth.  If not, let Rus/Liz know and we can establish the parent/guardian relationship. 

4. Review Reports 

a. Monthly reports – Reports will be emailed to Unit Key 3 (CM/SM, CC, COR) for those 

whose registration is expiring within the next sixty (60) days. 

b. Generate Reports (as needed) - The Unit Key 3 can generate report from Organizational 

Manager (https://my.scouting.org, login, Menu, Organizational Manager, Reports – you 

can adjust the date ranges as needed.) 

i. Member Opt-Out Report – those that have selected not to receive renewal 

emails 

ii. Members Due to Renew – those members due to renew within two months or 

who are lapsed 

iii. Members who have renewed – all youth and adult who have renewed this year.   

5. Youth Applications – Decide if the unit wants to automatically renew Youth Applications.  This 

will reduce your approval workload. 

6. Review Training slides – Training slides Sent to Key 3 in messages this week - 

https://3.basecamp.com/3958009/p/oMhAuAPUnrjbV9G87e3cUM6Q/vault/7708793900  

 

 

https://my.scouting.org/
https://my.scouting.org/
https://my.scouting.org/
https://3.basecamp.com/3958009/p/oMhAuAPUnrjbV9G87e3cUM6Q/vault/7708793900
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