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Position you are running for:



A few years after I arrived in Portland, I was living in a small, dingy apartment. One morning I 
awoke with a sharp pain on my forehead. When I opened my eyes, I saw a rat sitting on my 
head, staring down at me. I still bear a scar in the middle of my forehead from the bite he 
gave me, and I’m reminded of my experience living in unsafe housing conditions every time I 
look in the mirror. The apartment I lived in was not in great shape, and needed quite a lot of 
repairs. As a low-income refugee, the last thing you want to do is upset your landlord. I easily 
could have been evicted with no-cause, thus, I did not complain to my landlord and did not 
move immediately. Unfortunately, I personally know many people in our district still living like 
this. It’s unconscionable that our communities are suffering from access to clean drinkable 
water, lead pipes, poor and leaking indoor plumbing, and exposure to rats and unsafe living 
conditions. This should not be reality in a nation with the resources and wealth that we have. 
For many years owning a house seemed like an unattainable dream to me. Through FHA 
loans and other help, I was able to buy a house after many years of renting. My experience 
has everything to do with why I have made this my life’s work. In my earlier years when I 
arrived in Portland, I lived in many apartments that were not great, and my worst housing 
situations were always linked to my economic circumstances. Living paycheck to paycheck, a 
refugee with no credit history, I lived in fear of losing my home or becoming becoming 
homeless. This was a constant struggle. I want to make that dream a reality for every 
member of the community. This is one of the issues I am most passionate about.

Yes

No

Maybe

1. Do you rent or own your residence?

2. If elected, would you work to ban no-cause evictions and enact a just-
cause eviction law?



When elected, I plan to champion an equivalent bill to HB 2004 from the 2016 Legislature and 
to go beyond that. We need renter protections in Oregon. One of the reasons I am in this race is 
to unseat my opponent, who made it his mission to kill housing legislation this past session. I 
plan to offer an alternative to business as usual. More and more Oregonians are learning that 
business as usual means they may not have a roof over their heads.  
 
As the next Oregon Senator from District 24, I will work to attack this crisis from many angles, 
including changing incentives for developers. As long as it is more pro�table to build high-
priced housing than to build workforce housing, we will continue to struggle with this issue.  
We can begin solving this problem by allowing denser housing and simpler planning and 
permitting, in combination with other changes to our housing markets to bring affordable 
housing options onto the market.  All options will be exhausted, including looking into State 
Government directly building housing. I believe that this problem is serious enough that every 
possible solution needs to be exhausted.We have delayed addressing this crisis for too long. 
Everyone deserves access to an affordable rental market.   
 
 

Yes

No

Maybe

Comment:

3. If elected, would you work to overturn the State’s preemption law banning
rent control?



We absolutely need to end no-cause evictions and lift the ban on inclusionary zoning (rent 
control), but these alone will not solve the problem. Housing policy solutions should be 
intersectional for maximum bene�t. This means looking at multiple factors, including 
healthcare, child care, transportation, food insecurity, mental health and addiction services, and 
all the other social and economic policies impacting people’s lives. 
 
Let’s be clear that in order to achieve these, we will need to improve our tax system to make 
sure that corporations are paying their fair share. Too much of our tax burden is carried by 
working class people. Currently, Oregon faces a huge budget crisis, and we are underfunding 
our vital services, while we have some of the lowest corporate tax rates. Reform in Salem 
cannot and will not happen without a candidate like me, who comes with a fresh perspective 
and has been connected to working people day in and day out for decades. 
 

Comment



Speci�c housing policy priorities: 
 
1) Protecting rights of the renters by banning no-cause evictions and lifting the prohibition on 
rent control: When elected, I plan to champion an equivalent bill to HB 2004, as stated above. 
We need strong renter protections in Oregon.  
2) Helping more Oregonians get into home market so they can buy their own homes: I was able 
to buy my own home because I was able to get FHA loan, and we need to develop state-
speci�c programs that support home ownership.  
3) Addressing our houselessness crisis by ensuring we create stable and affordable housing 
supply so we can move families and individuals off of the streets. We need to create a long-
term strategy that includes a holistic approach that provides wraparound services for people 
struggling with mental health and addiction. 
 
Although these are some practical steps to address housing crises we are facing, long-term 
housing solutions should start with de-segregated data collection, so that we can analyze and 
better understand who is impacted. In addition, we need to ensure that we have culturally 
speci�c strategies that include larger multi-family housing units, for example. We are changing 
demographically, and not every family �ts traditional nuclear American family structure. 
Similarly, we must ensure that notices to appear in court are translated into multiple languages, 
and that people are afforded legal representation as well as interpreters. Many times 
community members who are facing housing issues, such as evictions, do not understand 
their rights. 
 
In terms of timeline, obviously next legislative session (2019) will good opportunity to address 
our urgent housing issues. 

4. If you answered Yes or Maybe to questions 2 or 3, how would you
champion or advocate for the changes needed? What are your priorities and
timeline?



Yes

No

Maybe

Collective bargaining is essential to allowing for a fair balance of power while negotiating 
leases. The current power dynamic heavily favors the landlord, who can individually pressure 
any tenant who believes they are being treated unfairly. Empowering tenants is essential to 
moving towards a just housing system, which provides affordable, safe living conditions for 
everyone.

Yes

No

Maybe

I believe everyone should have the option to own where they live.  I am fully supportive of 
developing systems to move tenants toward collective ownership. 

5. If elected, would you support the right of tenants to collectively bargain
their leases and rent?

Comment

6. If elected, would you support the right of �rst refusal for tenants of a
complex up for sale by offering the tenants the option to purchase?

Comment



Yes

No

Maybe

Many tenants do not know their rights. It is essential to a just system that advocates are in 
place to ensure a fair process for those who cannot protect themselves. In order to control the 
price of the system, it makes sense to allow for non-attorney advocates as long as they are 
certi�ed to be able to effectively represent their clients.  

Yes

No

Maybe

 I believe in organizing, movement building, and ensuring people are given a seat at the table to 
represent themselves. I want to hear from people about their own solutions, what they need 
and want, and plan to create opportunities within the Senate for residents to be part of the 
policymaking process. The people have needs and desires that need to be addressed. As an 
important and informed player in the housing issues, PTU would be included any and all 
discussions about housing. 

7. If elected, would you support a requirement for tenant legal
representation during eviction proceedings? Would you support allowing
non-attorney advocates for tenants?

Comment

8. If elected, would you ask Portland Tenants United to participate in any
community engagement process that involves tenant law or housing justice
issues?

Comment



Yes

No

Maybe

AirBnb and other short term rental options reduce the long term housing supply for those who 
live in Oregon. When properties are managed for maximum pro�t, they will likely be turned into 
short term rentals, therefore removing property from the housing market. This reduces supply 
and forces up prices, resulting in some families that can’t �nd a place to live at any price. 

Yes

No

Maybe

I can’t imagine these PACs ever giving to me, but I would absolutely reject their contributions. 
The in�uence of money in politics is the reason that I have not and will not accept any 
corporate PAC money or funds from big business or special interests. I am running a 
grassroots, people-powered, community-funded campaign. We must �nd ways to rid ourselves 
of the “pay-to-play” system. 

9. Will you work to enforce laws regulating AirBnB and other short term
rental providers and insist that all short term rentals be owner occupied?

Comment

10. Would you refuse or return campaign contributions from Multifamily
NW's Equitable Housing PAC, The Good Landlord PAC, More Housing Now!
PAC, or similar real estate industry PACs?

Comment



After Trump was elected, I worked with the Governor’s o�ce as she issued an executive order 
strengthening our state sanctuary status. Portland must remain a sanctuary city in order to 
protect our immigrant and refugee community members from the federal government. Within 
Oregon we should do everything we can to protect our residents from unjust ICE raids. We 
must support all members of our community and create safe places for everyone. 
 
In this country, as an immigrant, every piece of my identity has been under attack, which I feel 
more keenly in the current political environment. Nonetheless, ever since I came to the United 
States I have been �ghting for people of color, immigrants and refugees, women, LGBTQIIA 
community members, and low income people. I have worked on more ballot initiatives and 
policy �ghts than I can remember, but more importantly, I have been organizing those 
communities so they can speak for themselves and build power through community driven 
solutions. I use a racial and gender justice perspective when I am addressing a particular 
policy or issue. I will use these approaches in protecting tenants. 

11. Do you support maintaining and strengthening Portland's status as a
Sanctuary City? How will you work to protect tenants from discrimination or
retaliation based on their immigration status?



In my daily work as the Executive Director of grassroots social justice organization, my team 
and I have been tirelessly working on housing issues. I have been working on issues of 
affordable housing, no-cause evictions, and safety since my arrival to Portland. I’m deeply 
connected to communities suffering injustice. Before the housing crash, Portland developers 
and landlords were evicting whole apartment complexes and turning them into condos at 
breakneck speed. Many of the targeted residents were immigrants, refugees, people of color, 
and families in extreme poverty who had no recourse. A tightening rental market and 
gentri�cation pushed them further and further from their jobs and needed services, making 
their economic situations even more dire. It was organizations like mine, and other tenant 
groups, who were scrambling to help these people relocate. 
 
In 2013, collaborating with the Community Alliance of Tenants (CAT) and the City of Portland's 
Bureau of Planning and Sustainability, my nonpro�t organized immigrant and refugee residents 
living in �ve East Portland apartment buildings. We worked with City inspectors to uncover 
hundreds of code violations in their buildings, health hazards such as mold and pests, and 
needed repairs. When tenants' apartments were improved as a result of collective organizing, 
we were able to harness that positive energy by inviting residents to participate in leadership 
development activities. Through this deeper engagement, we identi�ed a host of socio-cultural 
barriers that residents faced, and we brought in various agencies to inform residents of the 
resources available to them. We then began to educate residents around housing rights and 
systemic barriers to their success, and subsequently involved them in two major statewide 
housing bills: the bill repeal the ban on inclusionary zoning (which failed then, failed again in 
2015, and again in 2017 largely due the Senate)--and the other to require all landlords to accept 
Section 8 vouchers, which did pass.  
 
In short, I’ve been on the ground, working on safe and affordable housing in East Portland for 
years. I know what these communities have been facing, and continue to face, as they struggle 
to make a life here. Currently, I am working with other coalition partners to push cities to create 
rent relocation programs, like the one Portland passed. In addition, we are also working to 
prevent low income community members and renters from being displaced by the proposed 
Max line in SW corridor. 
 

12. Understanding that the housing crisis has not been fully resolved and
needs more attention sooner rather than later, what are you willing to do
NOW as a candidate for o�ce or from within your current position of
in�uence?



These are all ideas that I support, and I would be willing to propose as policy solutions. The 
housing crisis does not exist in isolation. It is inextricably linked to wage stagnation, the lack of 
affordable child care, increasing health care costs, gentri�cation, income inequality, the dearth 
of mental health and addiction services, and other social and economic factors. I entered the 
race to make progress on all of these and to ensure that policy solutions to the housing crisis 
see the light of day in Salem. 

Something that has not come up yet in this questionnaire is directly building housing. When 
affordable housing is in such short supply, I believe that all options should be on the table 
including having the government directly build housing. If the market will not provide the 
housing we need then the government should directly build it.  
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13. What other tenant protection changes, (e.g. security deposit regulation
and screening barriers), would you choose to change? What would be your
plan to enact changes?

14. Are there other ways, besides those you have already mentioned, that
you will champion housing affordability, expand tenant rights and �ght
displacement?
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