What medications are on the Beers Criteria list?

There are close to 100 medications or medication classes on the Beers
Criteria list. The following table isn’t a comprehensive list of all of the
medications listed. Rather, it gives an example of a drug in each category
and the reason why it’s harmful.

Beers Criteria Category

Analgesics
Antibiotics

Antiseizure medications

Antidepressants

Antigout
Antihistamines

Antihypertensives

Drug or Drug Class Example Concern

Meperidine

Ciprofloxacin with warfarin

Carbamazepine

Duloxetine
Colchicine
Brompheniramine
Alpha-blockers

Antiplatelets or anticoagulants Edoxaban

Antipsychotics

Anxiolytics

Cardiac medications

Any antipsychotics

Benzodiazepines

Disopyramide

Central nervous system agents Dimenhydrinate

Diabetes medications

Gastrointestinal medications

Hormones
Hypnotics
Musculoskeletal agents

NSAIDs

Respiratory medications
Urinary medications
Vasodilators

Chlorpropamide
H2-blocker for delirium
Estrogen

Barbiturates

Muscle relaxers

Aspirin (more than 325
mg/day)

Atropine

Desmopressin
Ergoloid mesylates

Neurotoxicity, delirium.
Increased bleeding.

Syndrome of inappropriate antidiuretic hormone

secretion (SIADH).
Nausea, diarrhea.

Bone marrow toxicity.
Confusion, cognitive impairment, delirium.

Hypotension.
Renal impairment.

Stroke, cognitive decline, delirium.
Impaired metabolism, cognitive

impairment, unsteady gait.
Heart failure.

Confusion, cognitive impairment, delirium.
Hypoglycemia.
Worsening delirium.

Breast cancer, endometrial cancer.

Dependence, overdose.
Confusion, dry mouth, constipation.

Ulcer, gastrointestinal bleeding or perforation.

Confusion, cognitive impairment, delirium.
Low sodium in blood (hyponatremia).

Lack of intended results.


https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/21483-analgesics
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/20963-meperidine-tablets
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/15252-delirium
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/16386-antibiotics
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/20953-ciprofloxacin-injection
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/18597-warfarin-tablets
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/24781-antiseizure-medications-anticonvulsants
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/20987-carbamazepine-suspension
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/23976-siadh-syndrome-of-inappropriate-antidiuretic-hormone-secretion
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/9301-antidepressants-depression-medication
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/20580-duloxetine-delayed-release-capsules
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/symptoms/8106-nausea--vomiting
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/4108-diarrhea
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/23820-colchicine-capsules
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/body/22818-bone-marrow
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/21223-antihistamines
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/19814-brompheniramine-chewable-tablets
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/17990-mild-cognitive-impairment
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/21811-antihypertensives
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/22321-alpha-blockers
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/21156-low-blood-pressure-hypotension
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/22955-antiplatelet-drugs
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/22288-anticoagulants
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/20421-edoxaban-tablets
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/17689-kidney-failure
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/24692-antipsychotic-medications
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/5601-stroke
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/24776-anxiolytics
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/24570-benzodiazepines-benzos
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/body/21893-metabolism
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/symptoms/21092-gait-disorders
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/body/21704-heart
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/20731-disopyramide-capsules
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/17069-heart-failure-understanding-heart-failure
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/20459-dimenhydrinate-chewable-tablets
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/7104-diabetes
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/11647-hypoglycemia-low-blood-sugar
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/articles/22464-hormones
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/body/22353-estrogen
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/3986-breast-cancer
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/16409-uterine-cancer
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/23271-barbiturates
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/24583-opioid-overdose
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/articles/12254-musculoskeletal-system-normal-structure--function
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/24686-muscle-relaxers
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/symptoms/10902-dry-mouth-xerostomia
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/4059-constipation
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/11086-non-steroidal-anti-inflammatory-medicines-nsaids
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/20592-aspirin-tablets
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/22314-stomach-peptic-ulcer
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/23391-gastrointestinal-gi-bleeding
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/23478-gastrointestinal-perforation
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/articles/21205-respiratory-system
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/19824-atropine-injection
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/articles/21197-urinary-system
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/19345-desmopressin-tablets
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/17762-hyponatremia
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/23207-vasodilators
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/20820-ergoloid-mesylates-tablets
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