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ANTS OF THE UNIVERSE

“The earth's crust was formed about 4 billion years ago, and all that science
knows is that sonmething |like man existed 1 mllion years ago! And out of that
gigantic river of time it has nanaged to damup only a tiny rivulet of 7,000
years of human history. ..

"We--the paragons of creation?--took 400,000 years to reach our present state
and our present stature. Who can produce concrete proof to show why anot her

pl anet shoul d not have provided nore favorable conditions for the devel opnent of
other or simlar intelligences?

"The tine has conme for us to admt our insignificance by naking discoveries in
the infinite unexplored cosnbs. Only then shall we realize that we are nothing
but ants in the vast state of the universe."

-Erich Von Dani ken
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Nevert hel ess, one thing is certain. There is sonething inconsistent about our
past, that past which lies thousands and mllions of years behind us. The past
teemed with unknown gods who visited the prinmeval earth in manned speaceshi ps.
I ncredi bl e technical achieverments existed in the past. There is a mass of know
how whi ch we have only partially rediscovered today.

There is sonething inconsistent about our archaeol ogy! Because we find electric
batteries many thousands of years old. Because we find strange beings in perfect
space suits with platinumfasteners. Because we find numbers with fifteen

di gi ts-sonet hi ng not registered by any conputer. But how did these early nen
acquire the ability to create thenf

There is sonething inconsistent about our religion. A feature conmon to every
religion is that it prom ses help and salvation to nmankind. The prinitive gods
gave such prom ses, too. Wiy didn't they keep then? Way did they use ultra-
nodern weapons on prinmitive peoples? And why did they plan to destroy thenf

Let us get used to the idea that the world of ideas which has grown up over the
mllenniais going to collapse. A few years of accurate research has already
brought down the nmental edifice in which we had nade oursel ves at hone.

Know edge that was hidden in the libraries of secret societies is being

redi scovered. The age of space travel is no |onger an age of secrets. W have
now | anded on the noon. Space travel, which aspires to suns and stars, also

pl unbs the abysses of our past for us. Gods and priests, kings and heroes,
enmerge fromthe dark chasns. We nmust challenge themto deliver up their secrets,
for we have the nmeans to find out all about our past, wthout |eaving any gaps,
if we really want to.

Modern | aboratories nust take over the work of archaeol ogi cal research

Ar chaeol ogi sts must visit the devastated sites of the past with ultrasensitive
nmeasuri ng apparatus. Priests who seek the truth nust again begin to doubt
everything that is established.

The gods of the di mpast have left countless traces which we can read and
deci pher today for the first time because the probl em of space travel, so
topi cal today, was not a problem but a reality, to the men of thousands of

years ago. | claimthat our forefathers received visits fromthe universe in the
renote past, even though | do not yet know who these extraterrestria
intelligences were or fromwhich planet they cane. | neverthel ess procl ai mthat

these "strangers” anni hilated part of mankind existing at the tine and produced
a new, perhaps the first, honp sapiens.

This assertion is revolutionary. It shatters the base on which a nental edifice
that seened to be so perfect was constructed. It is ny aimto try to provide
proof of this assertion.

My book woul d not have been witten without the encouragenent and col |l aboration
of many people. | should like to thank ny wife, who has seen little of ne at
hone during the | ast few years, for her understanding. | should like to thank ny
friend Hans Neuner, my traveling conpanion for many thousands of mles, for his
unfailing and val uable help. | should like to thank Dr. Stehlin and Louis Enrich
for their continuous support. | should Iike to thank all the NASA personnel at
Houst on, Cape Kennedy, and Huntsville who showed ne around their nagnificent
scientific and technical research centers. | should like to thank Wernher von
Braun, WIlly Ley, and Bert Slattery. | should like to thank all the countless
men, and wonen around the gl obe whose practical hel p, encouragenent, and
conversation nmade this book possible.

Eri ch Von Dani ken
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Are There Intelligent Beings in the Cosmos?

Is it conceivable that we world citizens of the twentieth century are not the
only living beings of our kind in the cosnos? Because no honuncul us from anot her
planet is on display in a nuseumfor us to visit, the answer, "Qur earth is the
only planet with human beings," still seens to be legitimte and convinci ng. But
the forest of question marks grows and grows as soon as we nmake a careful study
of the facts resulting fromthe | atest discoveries and research work.

On a clear night the naked eye can see about 4,500 stars, so the astrononers
say. The tel escope of even a small observatory makes nearly 2,000,000 stars
visible, and a nmodern reflecting tel escope brings the light fromthou-sands of
mllions nmore to the viewer-specks of light in the MIky Way. But in the

col ossal di nensions of the cosnps our stellar systemis only a tiny part of an

i ncomparably | arger stellar system-of a cluster of MIky Ways, one m ght say,
contai ning sonme twenty gal axies within a radius of 1,500,000 |Iight-years (1
light-year = the distance traveled by light in a year, i.e., 186,000 x 60 x 60 X

24 x 365 nmiles). And even this vast nunber of stars is small in conparison with
t he many t housands of spiral nebul ae disclosed by the electronic tel escope.
Di scl osed to the present day, | should enphasize, for research of this kind is

only just beginning.

Astronomer Harl ow Shapl ey estinmates that there are some 10720 stars within the
range of our tel escopes. When Shapl ey associates a planetary systemw th only
one in a thousand stars, we nay assune that it is a very cautious estimate. |f
we continue to speculate on the basis of this estinmate and suspect the necessary
conditions for Iife on only one star ma thousand, this calculation still gives
a figure of 10714. Shapl ey asks: How many stars in this truly "astronom cal"
figure have an atnosphere suitable for life? One in a thousand? That woul d stil

| eave the incredible figure of 10711 stars with the prerequisites for life. Even
if we assune that only every thousandth planet out of this figure has produced
life, there are still 100, 000,000 planets on which we can speculate that life
exists. This calculation is based on tel escopes using the techni ques avail abl e

t oday, but we nust not forget that these are constantly being inproved.

If we follow the hypothesis of biochenist Dr. Stanley MIller, life and the
conditions essential for life nmay have devel oped nore quickly on some of these
pl anets than on earth. If we accept this daring assunption, civilizations nore
advanced than our own coul d have devel oped on 100, 000 pl anets.

The late WIlly Ley, well-known scientific witer, and friend of Wernher von
Braun, told me in New York: "The estimated nunber of stars in our MIky Way

al one anpbunts to 30 billion. The assunption that our MIKky Way contains at | east
16 billion planetary systens is considered adm ssible by present-day
astrononers. If we nowtry to reduce the figures in question as nmuch as possible
and assune that the di stances between planetary systens are so regul ated that
only in one case in a hundred does a planet orbit in the ecosphere of its own

sun, that still leaves 180 nillion planets capable of supporting life. If we
further assume that only one planet in a hundred that m ght support life
actually does so, we should still have the figure of 1.8 mllion planets with

life. Let us further suppose that out of every hundred planets with [ife there
is one on which creatures with the same level of intelligence as honp sapiens



live. Then even this | ast supposition gives our MIky Way the vast nunber of
18, 000 i nhabited planets."

Since the | atest counts give 100 billion fixed stars ill our MIKky Wy,
probability indicates an inconparably higher figure than Dr. Ley puts forward in
hi s cautious cal cul ation

W thout quoting fantastic figures or taking unknown gal axi es into account, we
may surm se that there are 18,000 pl anets conparatively close to the earth with
conditions essential to life simlar to those of our own planet. Yet we can go
even further and speculate that if only 1 percent of these 18,000 planets were
actually inhabited, there would still be 180 left!

There is no doubt about the existence of planets sinilar to the earth-with a
simlar mxture of atnospheric gases, simlar gravity, simlar flora, and
possibly even simlar fauna. But is it even essential for the planets that
support to have conditions simlar to the earth's?

The idea that |ife can flourish only under terrestrial conditions has been nmade
obsol ete by research. It is a mstake to believe that Iife cannot exist w thout
wat er and oxygen. Even on our own earth there are forns of |ife that need no
oxygen. They are called anaerobic bacteria. A given amount of oxygen acts like
poi son on them Wy should there not be higher forms of Iife that do not need
oxygen?

Under the pressure of the new know edge that is being acquired every day, we
shall have to bring our nental world picture up to date. Scientific

i nvestigation, concentrated on our earth until very recently, has praised this
worl d of ours as the ideal planet. It is not too hot and not too cold; it has
plenty of water; there are unlinited quantities of oxygen; organic processes
constantly rejuvenate nature.

In fact, the assunption that |ife can exist and develop only on a planet like
the earth is untenable. It is estimated that 2,000,000 different species of
living creatures live on the earth. O these--this again is an estinate--

, 200, 000 are "known" scientifically. And among these forms of life known to
science there are still a few thousand that ought not to be able to live at al
according to current ideas! The prem ses for |ife nmust be thought out and tested
anew.

For exanple, one would think that highly radioactive water would be free from
gernms. But there are actually some kinds of bacteria which can adapt thensel ves
to the lethal water that surrounds nuclear reactors. An experinent carried out
by biol ogist Dr. Sanford Siegel sounds eery. He re-created the atnospheric
conditions of Jupiter in his |laboratory and bred bacteria and nites in this

at nosphere, which share none of the prerequisites we have hitherto |aid down for
"life." Amonia, nethane, and hydrogen did not kill them The experinments by Dr.
Howard Hinton and Dr. Blum Bristol University entonol ogists, had equally
startling results. The two scientists dried a species of midge for several hours
at a tenperature of 1000'C. Imediately afterward they i mrersed their "guinea
pigs" in liquid helium which, as is well known, is as cold as space. After
heavy irradiation they returned the mdges to their nornmal living conditions.
The insects continued their biological vital functions and produced perfectly
heal thy mi dges. W al so know of bacteria that live in vol canoes, of others that
eat stone, and sone that produce iron. The forest of question marks grows.



Experinents are going on at nmany research centers. New proofs that life is by no
nmeans hound to the prerequisites for Iife on our planet are constantly

accunul ating. For centuries the world appeared to revolve around the | aws and
conditions that govern Iife on earth. This conviction distorted and blurred our
way of |ooking at things; it put blinkers on scientific investigators, who
unhesitatingly accepted our standards and systens of thought when view ng the
uni verse. Teil hard de Chardin, the epoch-naking thinker, suggested that only the
fantastic has a chance of being real in the cosnos!

If our way of thinking worked the other way around, it would nean that
intelligences on another planet took their living conditions as a criterion. If
they lived at tenperatures of mnus |150-200"C, they would think that those
tenperatures, which are destructive to life as we knowit, were essential for
life on other planets. That would match up to the logic with which we are trying
to illumnate the darkness of our past.

W owe it to our sell-respect to be rational and objective. At sone time or
ot her every daring theory seened to be a Utopia. How many Utopias have | ong
si nce becone everyday realities! OF course the exanples given here are nmeant to
poi nt out the nost farfetched possibilities. Yet once the inprobable things that

we cannot even conceive of today are shown to be true, as they will be, barriers
will fall, allowing free access to the inpossibilities the cosnos stil

conceal s. Future generations will find all kinds of life that have never been
dreamed of in the universe. Even if we are not there to see it, they will have

to accept the fact that they are not the only, and certainly not the ol dest,
intelligences in the cosnps.

The universe is estimated to be between eight and twelve billion years ol d.
Meteorites bring traces of organic matter under our mcroscopes. Bacteria
mllions of years old awake to new life. Floating spores traverse the universe
and at sone tinme or other are captured by the gravitational field of a planet.
New i fe has gone on devel oping in the perpetual cycle of creation for mllions
of years. Innunerable careful exanm nations of all kinds of stones in all parts
of the world prove that the earth's crust was formed about 4, 000,000, 000 years
ago. Yes, and all that science knows is that sonething |ike man existed

1, 000, 000 years ago! And out of that gigantic river of tine it has managed to
damup only a tiny rivulet of 7,000 years of human history, at the cost of a |ot
of hard work, many adventures and a great deal of curiosity. But what are 7,000
years of human history conpared with thousands of nmillion of years of the

hi story of the universe?

We- -t he paragon of creation?--took 400,000 years to reach our present state and
our present stature. Who can produce concrete proof to show why anot her planet
shoul d not have provided nore favorable conditions for the devel opnment of other
or simlar intelligences? |Is there any reason why we may not have "conpetitors"
on anot her planet who are equal or superior to us? Are we entitled to discard
this possibility? W have done so up to the present.

How often the pillars of our wi sdom have crunbl ed i nto dust! Hundreds and
hundreds of generations thought that the earth was flat. The iron | aw that the
sun went around the earth held good for thousands of years. We are stil
convinced that our earth is the center of every-thing, although it has been
proved that the earth is an ordinary star of insignificant size, 30,000 light-
years fromthe center of the MIky VWay.

The tine has cone for us to admit our insignificance by naking discoveries in
the infinite unexplored cosnbs. Only then shall we realize that we are nothing



but ants in the vast state of the universe. And yet our future and our
opportunities lie in the universe, where the gods prom sed they woul d.

Not until we have taken a ook into the future shall we be strong and bold
enough to investigate our past honestly and inpartially.
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When Our Spaceships Landed on Earth . ..

Jul es Verne, the grandfather of all science-fiction novelists, has becone an
accepted witer His fantasies are no |onger science fiction, and the astronauts
of our day travel around the world in 86 mnutes, not 80 days. W are now goi ng
to descri be what might happen on an inagi nary journey by spaceship, yet this

i magi nary journey will beconme possible in fewer decades than the tine it took to
contract Jules Verne's crazy notion of a journey around the world in 80 days to
a lightning journey of 86 mnutes. But let us not think in terns of such short
periods of tine! Let us assune that our spaceship will |eave the earth for an
unknown di stant sun in 150 years' tine.

The spaceship woul d be as big as a present-day ocean |iner and would therefore
have a | aunchi ng wei ght of about 100,000 tons with a fuel |oad of 99,800 tons,
i.e., an effective payload of 200 tons.

| mpossi bl e?

Al ready we coul d assenbl e a spaceship piece by piece while in orbit around a

pl anet. Yet even this assenbly work will become unnecessary in |l ess than two
decades, because it will be possible to prepare the giant spaceship for
 aunchi ng on the nmoon. Besides, the basic research for the rocket propul sion of
tomorrow is in full swing. Future rocket motors will mainly be powered by

nucl ear fusion and travel at nearly the speed of light. A bold new nmethod, the
feasibility of which has already been shown by physical experiments on

i ndi vidual elenentary particles, will be the photon rocket. The fuel carried on
board the photon rocket enables the rocket’s velocity to approach so close to
the speed of light that the effects of relativity, especially the variation in
ti me between the launching site and spaceship, can operate to the full. The fue
supplies will be transfornmed into el ectromagnetic radiation and ejected as a
clustered propulsive jet with the speed of |light. Theoretically a spaceship
equi pped wi th photon propul sion can reach 99 percent of the speed of light. At
this speed the boundaries of our solar systemwould be bl asted open

An idea that really makes the mind reel. But we who are on the threshold of a
new age should remenber that the giant strides in technol ogy which our
grandf at hers experienced were just as staggering in their day: the rail ways,
electricity, tel egraphy, the first car, the first airplane. W ourselves heard
music in the air for the first time; we see color TV, we saw the first |aunching
of spaceshi ps, and Anerican astronauts actually wal ki ng on the nmoon; and we get
news and pictures fromsatellites that revolve around the earth. Qur children's
children will go on interstellar journeys and carry out cosmc research in the
uni versities.

Let us follow the journey of our imaginary spaceshi p, whose goal is a distant
fixed star. It would certainly be anusing to try to i magi ne what the crew of the

spaceship did to kill tine on their journey. Because however vast the distances
t hey covered and however slowy time mght craw along for those |left behind on
earth, Einstein's theory of relativity still holds good. It may sound

incredible, but tine on board the spaceship traveling barely bel ow the speed of
light actually passes nmore slowy than on the earth.

For exanple, only 10 years pass for our crew on their flight in the universe,
whereas 108 years go by for those who stay at home. This shift in tine between



the space travel ers and the people on earth can be calcul ated by the basic
rocket equation worked out by Professor Ackeret:

1-(1-t)~"2WC

WC x 11+(1-t)"2WC x 1

(V = velocity, W= speed of jet, C = speed of light, t = fuel load at | aunching)

At the nmonment when our spaceship is approaching the star which is its target,
the crew will undoubtedly exam ne planets, fix their position, undertake
spectral anal yses, neasure forces of gravity, and calculate orbits. Lastly they
wi || choose as | anding place the planet whose condi aa2aa5 cone cl osest to those
of our earth. If our spaceship consists solely of its payload after a journey
of, shall we say 80 |light-years, because all the energy supplies have been used
up, the crewwill have to replenish the tanks of their spacecraft with
fissionable material at their goal

Let us assume, then, that the planet chosen to land on is simlar to the earth.
| have already said that this assunption is by no neans inpossible. Let us also
venture the supposition that the civilization of the planet visited is in about
the sane state of devel opnment as the earth was 8,000 years ago. O course, this
woul d all have been confirmed by the instruments on board the spaceship |ong
before the I anding. Naturally our space travel ers have al so picked on a | anding
site that lies close to a supply of fissionable matter. Their instrunents show
qui ckly and reliably in which nountain ranges urani um can be found.

The landing is carried out according to plan.

Qur space travel ers see beings making stone tools; they see them hunting and
killing game by throw ng spears; flocks of sheep and goats are grazing on the
steppe; primtive potters are naking sinple household utensils. A strange sight
to greet our astronauts!

But what do the primitive beings on this planet think about the nonstrosity that
has just |landed there and the figures that clinbed out of it? Let us not forget
that we too were sem savages 8,000 years ago. So it is not surprising when the
sem savages who experience this event bury their faces in the ground and dare
not raise their eyes. Until this day they have worshiped the sun and the noon
And now sonet hi ng eart h-shaki ng has happened: the gods have come down from
heaven!

From a safe hiding place the inhabitants of the planet watch our space

travel ers, who wear strange hats with rods on their heads (helnets with
antennae); they are anmazed when the night is nmade bright as day (search-1lights);
they are terrified when the strangers rise effortlessly into the air (rocket
belts); they bury their heads in the ground agai n when weird unknown "ani nal s"
soar in the air, droning, buzzing, and snorting (helicopters, all-purpose
vehicles), and lastly they take flight to the safe refuge of their caves when a
frightening boom and runbl e resounds fromthe nmountains (a trial explosion).
Undoubt edl y our astronauts nust seemlike alnmghty gods to these primtive
peopl e!

Day by day the space travelers continue their |aborious work, and after sone
time a delegation of priests or nedicine nmen will probably approach the
astronauts in order to make contact with the gods. They bring gifts to pay



honmage to their guests. It is conceivable that our spacermen will rapidly learn

t he | anguage of the inhabitants with the help of a conputer and can thank t hem
for the courtesy shown. Yet although they can explain to the savages in their
own | anguage that no gods have | auded, that no hi gher beings worthy of adoration
have paid a visit, it has no effect. Qur prinmtive friends sinply do not believe
it. The space travelers cane fromother stars; they obviously have trenendous
power and the ability to performmracles. They nust be gods! There is also no
point in the spacenen's trying to explain any help they may offer. It is all far
beyond the conprehensi on of these people who have been so terrifyingly invaded.

Al though it is inmpossible to imagine all the things that mght take place from
the day of |anding onward, the follow ng points mght well figure on a
preconcei ved pl an:

Part of the popul ati on would be won over and trained to help search a crater
formed by an explosion for fissionable natter needed for the return to earth.

The nost intelligent of the inhabitants woul d be elected "king." As a visible
sign of his power, he would be given a radio set through which he could contact
and address the "gods" at any tinme.

Qur astronauts would try to teach the natives the sinplest fornms of civilization
and sonme noral concepts, in order to make the devel opnent of a social order

possi ble. A few specially selected wonmen would be fertilized by the astronauts.
Thus a new race woul d arise that skipped a stage in natural evol ution.

We know from our own devel opment how long it would take before this new race
became space experts. Consequently, before the astronauts began their return
flight to earth, they would | eave behind clear and visible signs which only a

hi ghly technical, mathematically based society woul d be able to understand nuch,
much | ater.

Any attenpt to warn our proteges of dangers in store would have little chance of
success. Even if we showed themthe nost horrifying films of terrestrial wars
and atom c explosions, it would not prevent the beings living on this planet
fromcomritting the sane follies any nore than it now stops (al nost) the whole
of sentient humanity from constantly playing with the burning flame of war.

Wil e our spaceshi p di sappears again into the nmists of the universe, our friends
will talk about the miracle--"The gods were here!" They will translate it into
their sinple |anguage and turn it into a saga to be handed down to their sons
and daughters. They will turn the presents and inplements and everything that
the space travelers left behind into holy relics.

If our friends have mastered witing, they may nake a record of what happened:
uncanny, weird, mracul ous. Then their texts will relate--and drawi ngs will
showt hat gods in golden clothes were there in a flying boat that |anded with a
tremendous din. They will wite about chariots which the gods drove over |and
and sea, and of terrifying weapons that were like lightning, and they wl|
recount that the gods promised to return

They will hamrer and chisel in the rock pictures of what they had once seen:
shapel ess giants with hel nets and rods on their heads, carrying boxes in front
of their chests; balls on which indefinable beings sit and ride through the air
staves from which rays are shot out as if froma sun; strange shapes, resenbling
gi ant insects, which were vehicles of sone sort.



There are no limts to the fantasy of the illustrations that result fromthe
visit of our spaceship. W shall see later what traces the "gods" who visited
the earth in our renpte antiquity engraved on the tablets of the past.

It is quite easy to sketch the subsequent devel opment of the planet that our
spaceship visited. The inhabitants have | earned a | ot by watching the "gods"

surreptitiously; the place on which the spaceship stood will be declared holy
ground, a place of pilgrinmge, where the heroic deeds of the gods will be
prai sed in song. Pyramids and tenples will be built on it--in accordance with

astronom c | aws, of course. The popul ation increases, wars devastate the pl ace
of the gods, and then cone generations who redi scover and excavate the holy
pl aces and try to interpret the signs.

This is the stage we have reached. Now that we have | auded nmen on the nbon, we
can open our minds to space travel. W know the effect the sudden arrival of a
| arge ocean-going sailing vessel had on primtive people in, for exanple, the
South Sea |slands. W know the devastating effect a man |like Cortes, from

anot her civilization, had on South America. So then we can appreciate, if only
dimy, the fantastic inpact the arrival of spacecraft would have nade in
prehistoric tinmes.

We nust now take another | ook at the forest of question marks--the array of
unexpl ai ned nysteries. Do they nake sense as the remai ns of prehistoric space
travel ers? Do they lend us into our past and yet link up with our plans for the
future?
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The Improbable World of the Unexplained

Qur historical past is pieced together fromindirect know edge. Excavations, old
texts, cave draw ngs, |egends, and so forth were used to construct a working
hypot hesis. Fromall this naterial an inpressive and interesting nosaic was
made, but it was the product of a preconceived pattern of thought into which the
parts could always be fitted, though often with cenment that was all too visible.
An event nust have happened in such and such a way. In that way and no ot her

And | o and behold--if that's what the scholars really want--it did happen in
that way. W are entitled, indeed we ought, to doubt every accepted pattern of

t hought or working hypothesis, for if existing ideas are not called in question
research is at an end. So our historical past is only relatively true. If new
aspects of it turn up, the old working hypothesis, however famliar it may have
becorme, must be replaced by a new one. It seens the nonent has cone to introduce
a new working hypothesis and place it at the very center of our research into

t he past.

New knowl edge about the solar system and the universe, about macrocosm and
m crocosm trenmendous advances in technol ogy and medicine, in biology and
geol ogy, the begi nning of space travel--these and many ot her things have
conpletely altered our world picture in fewer than fifty years.

Today we know that it is possible to make space suits that can withstand
extremes of heat and cold. Today we know that space travel is no |longer a

Ut opi an idea. W are familiar with the niracle of color television, just as we
can neasure the speed of |light and cal cul ate the consequences of the theory of
relativity.

Qur world picture, which is already alnbst frozen into immobility, begins to

t haw. New wor ki ng hypot heses need new criteria. For exanple, in the future,
archaeol ogy can no longer be sinmply a natter of excavation. The nere collection
and classification of finds is no | onger adequate. O her branches of science
will have to be consulted and nade use of if a reliable picture of our past is
to be drawn.

So let us enter the new world of the inprobable with an open nmind and bursting
with curiosity! Let us try to take possession of the inheritance the "gods" have
bequeat hed to us.

At the beginning of the eighteenth century ancient maps whi ch had bel onged to an
of ficer in the Turkish navy, Admiral Piri Reis, were found in the Topkap

Pal ace. Two atl ases preserved in the Berlin State Library which contain exact
reproducti ons of the Mediterranean and the region around the Dead Sea al so cane
fromPiri Reis.

Al these maps were handed over to American cartographer Arlington H Mllerey
for exam nation. Mallerey confirmed the remarkable fact that all the

geogr aphi cal data were present but not drawn in the right places. He sought the
help of M. Walters, cartographer in the U S. Navy Hydrographi c Bureau. Mllerey
and Walters constructed a grid and transferred the naps to a nodern gl obe. They
nmade a sensational discovery. The naps were absolutely accurate--and not only as
regards the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea. The coasts of North and South
America and even the contours of the Antarctic were al so precisely delineated on



Piri Reis' maps. The maps not only reproduced the outlines of the continents but
al so showed the topography of the interiors! Muntain ranges, nountain peaks,
i sl ands, rivers, and plateaus were drawn in with extrene accuracy.

In 1957, the Geophysical Year, the maps were handed over to Jesuit Father

Li neham who is both director of the Wston Observatory and a cartographer in
the U S. Navy. After scrupulous tests Father Lineham too, could but confirm
that the maps were fantastically accurate--even about regions which we have
scarcely explored today. What is nore, the nountain ranges in the Antarctic,
whi ch already figure on Reis' maps, were not discovered until 1952. They have
been covered in ice for hundreds of years, and our present-day nmaps have been
drawn with the aid of echo-soundi ng appar at us.

The | atest studies of Professor Charles H Hapgood and mat hematician Richard W
Strachan give us some nore shattering information. Conparison with nodern

phot ographs of our globe taken fromsatellites showed that the originals of Piri
Rei s' maps nust have been aerial photographs taken froma very great hei ght. How
can that be expl ai ned?

A spaceshi p hovers high above Cairo and points its canera strai ght downward.
VWhen the filmis devel oped, the foll owi ng picture woul d ermerge: everything that
is in a radius of about 5,000 mles of Cairo is reproduced correctly, because it
lies directly below the I ens. But the countries and continents becone
increasingly distorted the farther we nove our eyes fromthe center of the

pi cture.

Way is this?

Owi ng to the spherical shape of the earth, the continents away fromthe center
"sink downward." South America, for exanple, appears strangely distorted |ength-
ways, exactly as it does on the Piri Reis maps! And exactly as it does on the
phot ogr aphs taken from the Anerican |unar probes.

There are one or two questions that can be answered qui ckly. Unquestionably our
forefathers did not draw these maps. Yet there is no doubt that the maps nust
have been nade with the nost nodern technical aid--fromthe air

How are we to explain that? Should we be satisfied with the |egend that a god
gave themto a high priest? O should we sinply take no notice of them and pooh-
pooh the "miracle" because the naps do not fit into our nmental world picture? O
should we boldly stir up a wasps' nest and claimthat this cartography of our

gl obe was carried out froma high-flying aircraft or froma spaceship?

Adnmittedly the Turkish adnmiral's naps are not originals. They are copies of
copies of copies. Yet even if the maps dated fromonly the eighteenth century,
when they were found, these facts are just as unexpl ai nable. Whoever nade them
must have been able to fly and al so to take photographs!

Not fat fromthe sea, in the Peruvian spurs of the Andes, lies the ancient city
of Nazca. The Pal pa Valley contains a strip of |evel ground sone 37 mles |ong

and 1 mile wide that is scattered with bits of stone resenbling pieces of rusty
iron. The inhabitants call this region panpa, although any vegetation is out of
the question there. If you fly over this territory--the plain of Nazca--you can
make out gigantic lines, laid out geonetrically, some of which run parallel to

each other, while others intersect or are surrounded by |arge trapezoi dal areas.

The archaeol ogi sts say that they are Inca roads.



A preposterous idea! OF what use to the Incas were roads that ran parallel to
each other? That intersected? That were laid out in a plain and cane to a sudden
end?

Natural ly typical Nazca pottery and ceramics are found here, too. But it is
surely oversinmplifying things to attribute the geonetrically arranged lines to
the Nazca culture for that reason al one.

No serious excavations were carried out in this area until 1952. There is no
established chronology for all the things that were found. Only now have the
lines and geonetrical figures been nmeasured. The results clearly confirmthe
hypot hesis that the lines were laid out according to astronom cal plans.

Prof essor Al den Mason, a specialist in Peruvian antiquities, suspects signs of a
kind of religion in the alignments, and perhaps a cal endar as well.

Seen fromthe air, the clear-cut inpression that the 37-mle-long plain of Nazca
made on nme was that of an airfield!

What is so farfetched about the idea?

Research (= know edge) does not becone possible until the thing that is to be

i nvestigated has actually been found! Once it is found, it is tirelessly
pol i shed and tuned until it has becone a stone that-niracul ously enough-fits
exactly into the existing nosaic. Cassical archaeol ogy does not adnmit that the
pre-1nca peoples could have had a perfect surveying technique. And the theory
that aircraft could have existed in antiquity is sheer humbug to them

In that case, what purpose did the |lines at Nazca serve? According to ny way of
t hi nki ng, they could have been laid out on their gigantic scale by working from
a nodel and using a system of coordinates, or they could al so have been built
according to instructions froman aircraft. It is not yet possible to say with
certainty whether the plain of Nazca was ever an airfield. If iron was used it
will certainly not be found, because there is no prehistoric iron. Metals
corrode in a few years; stone never corrodes. Wiat is wong with the idea that
the lines were laid out to say to the "gods": "Land here! Everything has been
prepared as you ordered"? The builders of the geonetrical figures may have had
no i dea what they were doing. But perhaps they knew perfectly well what the
"gods" needed in order to |and.

Enor nous drawi ngs that were undoubtedly neant as signals for a being floating in
the air are found on nmountainsides in many parts of Peru. Wat other purpose
coul d they have served?

One of the nost peculiar drawings is carved on the high red wall of the cliffs
in the Bay of Pisco. If you arrive by sea, you can make out a figure nearly 820
feet high froma distance of nore than 12 miles. If you play at "It |ooks |ike
. ," your inmediate reaction is that this sculptor's work |ooks |ike a
gigantic trident or a colossal three-branched candl estick. And a | ong rope was
found on the central colum of this stone sign. Did it serve as a pendulumin

t he past?

To be honest, we nust admit that we are groping in the dark when we try to
explain it. It cannot be neaningfully included in existing dognas, which does
not mean to say that there may not be some trick by which scholars could conjure
this phenonenon too into the great npsaic of accepted archaeol ogi cal thinking.



But what can have induced the pre-lnca peoples to build the fantastic |ines, the
| andi ng strips, at Nazca? Wat nadness coul d have driven themto create the 820-
foot-high stone signs on the red cliffs south of Lim?

These tasks woul d have taken decades wi thout nbdern machi nes and appl i ances.
Their whole activity would have been senseless if the end product of their
efforts had not f been neant as signs to beings approaching them from great
hei ghts. The stinulating question still has to be answered: Wy did they do al
this if they had no idea that flying beings actually existed?

The identification of finds can no |onger remain a matter for archaeol ogy al one.
A council of scientists fromdifferent fields of research would certainly bring
us close to the solution of the puzzle. Exchange of opinions and di al ogue woul d
definitely produce illumnating insights. Because scientists do not take the
posi ng of such questions seriously, there is a danger that research will come to
no definite conclusions. Space travelers in the gray msts of tinme? An

i nadmi ssi bl e question to academ c scientists. Anyone who asks questions |ike

t hat ought to see a psychiatrist.

But the questions are there, and questions, thank heavens, have the inpertinent
quality of hovering in the air until they are answered. And there are many

i nadm ssi bl e questions |ike that. For exanple, what would people say if there
were a cal endar which gave the equi noxes, the astronom cal seasons, the
positions of the moon for every hour and al so the novenents of the nmoon, even
taking the rotation of the earth into account?

That is no nere hypothetical question. This cal endar exists. It was found in the
dry nud at Tiahuanaco. It is a disconcerting find. It yields irrefutable facts
and proves--can our self-assurance admt such a proof?--that the beings who
produced, devised, and used the cal endar had a higher culture than ours.

Anot her quite fantastic discovery was the Geat Idol. This single block of red
sandstone is longer than 24 feet and weighs 20 tons. It was found in the Od
Tenpl e. Again we have a contradiction between the superb quality and precision
of the hundreds of synbols all over the idol and the primtive techni que used
for the building housing it. Indeed it is called the Ad Tenple because of the
primtive technique.

H S. Bellany and P. Allan have given a closely reasoned interpretation of the
synbols in their book The Great idol of Tiahuanaco. They concl ude that the
synbol s record an enornous body of astronom cal knowl edge and are based, as a
matter of fact, on a round earth.

They conclude that the record fits perfectly Hoerbiger's Theory of Satellites,
published in 1927, five years before the idol was discovered. This theory
postul ates that a satellite was captured by the earth. As it was pulled toward
the earth it slowed down the speed of the earth's revolutions. It finally

di sintegrated and was replaced by the noon.

The synbols on the idol exactly record the astronom cal phenonena whi ch woul d
acconpany this theory at a tinme when the satellite was maki ng 425 revol utions
around the earth in a year of 288 days. They are forced to conclude that the

i dol records the state of the heavens 27,000 years ago. They wite, "Cenerally,
the idol inscriptions give the inpression . . . that it had been devised al so as
a record for future generations."



Here indeed is an object of great antiquity which denands a better explanation

than "an ancient god." If this interpretation of the synmbols can be
substanti ated, we nust ask: Was the astrononi cal know edge really amassed by
peopl e who still had a great deal to | earn about building, or did it come from

extraterrestrial sources? In either case the existence of such a sophisticated
body of know edge 27,000 years ago, denponstrated on both the idol and the
cal endar, is a staggering thought.

The city of Tiahuanaco teems with secrets. The city lies at a height of nore
than 13,000 feet, and it is mles fromanywhere. Starting from Cuzco, Peru, you
reach the city and the excavation sites after several days' travel by rail and
boat. The pl ateau | ooks like the |andscape of an unknown planet. Manual |abor is
torture for anyone who is not a native. The atnospheric pressure is about half
as lowas it is at sea level and the oxygen content of the air is
correspondingly small. And yet an enormpus city stood on this plateau

There are no authentic traditions about Ti ahuanaco. Perhaps we should be gl ad
that in this case acceptable answers cannot be reached by | eaning on the crutch
of hereditary orthodox | earning. Over the ruins, which are incredibly old (how
old we do not yet know), lies the mi st of the past, ignorance and nystery.

Bl ocks of sandstone wei ghing 100 tons are topped with other 60-ton bl ocks for
wal I s. Snpboth surfaces with extrenely accurate chanfers join enornous squared
stones which are held together with copper clanps. In addition, all the
stonework is exceptionally neatly executed. Holes 8 feet |ong, whose purpose has
not been expl ained thus far, are found in bl ocks weighing 10 tons. Nor do the 16
& 1/ 2-foot-1ong, worn-down flags tones cut out of one piece con-tribute to the
solution of the nystery that Tiahuanaco conceals. Stone water conduits, 6 feet
long and 1 & 1/2 feet wide, are found scattered about on the ground |ike toys,
obvi ously by a catastrophe of trenendous di nensions. These finds stagger us by
their accurate workmanshi p. Had our forefathers at Ti ahuanaco nothing better to
do than spend years-w t hout tools-fashioning water conduits of such precision
that our nobdern concrete conduits seemthe work of mere bunglers in conparison?

In a courtyard which has now been restored there is a junble of stone heads
whi ch, on cl oser observation, appears t6 be made up of the nost varied races,
for sone of the faces have narrow lips, and sone swollen; some |ong noses, and
some hooked; some delicate ears, and sone thick; some soft features, and some
angul ar. And sonme of the heads wear strange helnets. Are all these unfamliar
figures trying to convey a nmessage that we cannot or will not understand,

i nhibited as we are by stubbornness and prejudi ce?

One of the great archaeol ogi cal wonders of South America is the nonolithic Gate
of the Sun at Ti ahuanaco--a gigantic scul pture, nearly 10 feet high and 16 & 1/2
feet wide, carved out of a single block. The weight of this piece of masonry is
estimated at nore than 10 tons. Forty-eight square figures m three rows flank a
bei ng who represents a flying god.

VWhat does | egend say about the nysterious city of Tiahuanaco?

It tells of a golden spaceship that canme fromthe stars; in it came a wonman,
whose nane was Oryana, to fulfill the task of beconming the Great Mther of the
earth. Oryana had only four fingers, which were webbed. G eat Mther Oryana gave
birth to 70 earth children, then she returned to the stars.



We do, in fact, find rock drawi ngs of beings with four fingers at Ti ahuanaco.
Their age cannot be determ ned. No one fromany of the ages known to us ever saw
Ti ahuanaco when it was not in ruins.

What secret does this city conceal ? What nmessage fromother worlds awaits its
solution on the Bolivian plateau? There is no plausible explanation for the
begi nning or the end of this culture. O course, this does not stop sone
archaeol ogi sts from naki ng the bold and self-confident assertion that the site
of the ruins is 3,000 years old. They date this age froma couple of ridicul ous
little clay figures, which cannot possibly have anything in cormon with the age
of the nonolith. Scholars nake things very easy for thenselves. They stick a
coupl e of old potsherds together, search for one or two adjacent cultures, stick
a label on the restored find and--hey, presto!--once again every-thing fits
splendidly into the approved pattern of thought. This nethod is obviously very
much sinpler than chancing the idea that an enbarrassing technical skill m ght
have exi sted or the thought of space travelers in the distant past. That woul d
be conplicating matters unnecessarily.

Nor nust we forget Sacsahuaman! | amnot referring here to the fantastic Inca
defense works which Iie a few feet above present-day Cuzco, nor to the
nmonol i t hi ¢ bl ocks wei ghing nore than 100 tons, nor to the terrace walls, nore
than 1,500 feet long and 54 feet wide, in front of which tourists stand and take
souvenir snapshots today. | amreferring to the unknown Sacsahuaman, which lies
a nere half mle or so fromthe well-known Inca fortress.

Qur imagination is unable to conceive what technical resources our forefathers
used to extract a nonolithic rock of nmore than 100 tons froma quarry and then
transport it and work it in a distant spot. But when we are confronted with a
bl ock with an estinated wei ght of 20,000 tons, our inagination, made rather

bl ase by the technical achievenments of today, is given its severest shock. On
the way back fromthe fortifications of Sacsahuanan, in a crater in the
nmount ai nsi de, a few hundred yards away, the visitor cones across a nonstrosity.
It is a single stone block the size of a four-story house. It has been

i npeccably dressed in the nost craftsmanli ke way; it has steps and ranps and is
adorned with spirals and holes. Surely the fashioning of this unprecedented
stone bl ock cannot have been nerely a bit of leisure activity for the Incas?
Surely it is much nmore likely that it served some as yet inexplicable purpose?
To make the solution of the puzzle even nore difficult the whol e nonstrous bl ock
stands on its head. SO the steps run downward fromthe roof; the holes point in
different directions like the indentations of a grenade; strange depressions,
shaped rather |ike chairs, seemto hang floating in space. Wo can inmagi ne that
human hands and hunan endeavor excavated, transported, and dressed this block?
What power overturned it?

What titanic forces were at work here?
And to what end?

Still flabbergasted by this stone nonstrosity, the visitor finds, barely 900
yards away, rock vitrifications of a kind that ought to be possible only through
the nelting of stone at extrenely high tenperatures. The surprised visitor is
promptly told that the rock was ground down by glaciers. This explanation is
ridiculous. A glacier, like every flowi ng mass, would logically flow down to one
side. This property of matter is hardly likely to have changed just at the tine
when the vitrifications took place. In any case, it can scarcely be assuned that
the glacier flowed down in six different directions over an area of sone 18, 000
squar e yards!



Sacsahuanman and Ti ahuanaco conceal a great nunber of prehistorical nysteries for
whi ch superficial but quite unconvincing expl anations are hawked around. Mbre-
over, sand vitrifications are also found in the Gobi Desert and in the vicinity
of old Iraqi archaeol ogical sites. W can explain why these sand vitrifications
resenbl e those produced by the atom c explosions in the Nevada Desert?

VWhen will sonething deci sive be done to give a convincing answer to the
prehistoric puzzles? At Tiahuanaco there are artificial overgrown hills, the
"roofs" of which are absolutely I evel over an area of 4,784 square yards. It
seens highly probable that buildings are conceal ed beneath them So far no
trench has been dug through the chain of hills, no spade is at work to solve the
nmystery. Adnmittedly, noney is scarce. Yet the traveler often sees soldiers and
of ficers who are obviously at a loss for sonething useful to do. Wat is wong
with letting a conpany of soldiers carry out excavations under expert
supervi si on?

Money is available for so many other things in the world. Research for the
future is of burning inportance. As |ong as our past is undiscovered, one entry
in the account for the future remmins blank. Cannot the past help us to reach
techni cal solutions which will not have to be found for the first tie because
they already existed in antiquity?

If the urge to discover our past is not sufficient incentive to set nodern

i ntensive research work in notion, perhaps the slide rule could be usefully

enpl oyed. So far, at all events, no scientist has been asked to use the nost
nodern apparatus to investigate radiation at Ti ahuanaco, Sacsahuanman, the

| egendary Sodom or in the Gobi Desert. Cuneiformtexts and tablets fromUr, the
ol dest books of mankind, tell w thout exception of "gods" who rode in the
heavens in ships, of "gods" who cane fromthe stars, possessed terrible weapons,
and returned to the stars. Wiy do we not seek themout, the old "gods"? Qur

radi o-astrononers send signals into the universe to nake contact wi th unknown
intelligences. Wiy don't we first or sinultaneously seek the traces of unknown
intelligences on our own earth, which is so nuch closer? For we are not groping
blindly in a dark roomthe traces are there for all to see.

Sone 2,000 years before our era the Sunerians began to record the glorious past

of their people. Today we still do not know where this people cane from But we
do know that the Sumerians brought with them a superior advanced cul ture which
they forced upon the still semi barbarian Semites. W also know that they al ways

sought their gods on mountain peaks and that if there were no peaks in the

regi ons they inhabited they erected artificial "nmountains" on the plains. Their
astronony was incredibly highly devel oped. Their observatories achieved
estimates of the rotation of the nmoon which differ from present-day estinates by
no nore than 0.4 seconds. In addition to the fabul ous Epic of G | ganesh, about
which | shall have nore to say later, they have left us one thing that is quite
sensational. On the hill of Kuyunjik (former Ni neveh) a calculation was found
with the final result in our notation of 195,955, 200, 000, 000. A nunber with
fifteen digits! Qur oft-quoted and extensively studied ancestors of Western
culture, the Greeks, never rose above the figure 10,000 during the nost
brilliant period of their civilization. Anything beyond that was sinply
described as "infinite."

The old cuneiforminscriptions credit the Sumerians with a literally fantastic
span of life. Thus the ten original kings ruled for a total of 456,000 years,
and the twenty-three kings who had the arduous task of reconstruction after the



Fl ood still managed to hold the reins of governnment for a total of 24,510 years,
3 nonths, and 3 & 1/2 days.

Peri ods of years that are quite inconprehensible to our way of thinking,

al t hough the nanmes of all the rulers exist in long lists, neatly perpetuated on
seal s and coins. Wat woul d happen if here too we dared to take off our blinkers
and | ook at the old things with fresh eyes, the eyes of today?

Let us suppose that foreign astronauts visited the territory of the Sunerians

t housands of years ago. Let us assune that they laid the foundations of the
civilization and culture of the Sumerians and then returned to their own pl anet,
after giving this stimulus to devel opnent. Let us postulate that curiosity drove
them back to the scene of their pioneer work every hundred terrestrial years to
check the results of their experinent. By the standards of our present-day
expectation of life the sane astronauts could easily have survived for 500
terrestrial years. The theory of relativity shows that the astronauts woul d have
aged only about forty years during the outward and return flight in a spaceship
that had travel ed just under the speed of light! Over the centuries the
Sunerians woul d have built towers, pyram ds, and houses with every confort; they
woul d have sacrificed to their gods and awaited their return. And after hundreds
of terrestrial years they actually did return to them "And then cane the Fl ood
and after the Flood kingship canme down from heaven once again," it says in a
Suneri an cunei forminscription.

In what formdid the Surerians i nagi ne and depict their "gods"? Sunerian

nmyt hol ogy and some Akkadi an tabl ets and pictures provide information about this.
The Sunerian "gods" were not anthroponorphic, and every synbol of a god was al so
connected with a star. Stars are depicted in Akkadi an picture tablets as we

m ght draw them today. The only remarkable thing is that these stars are circled
by pl anets of various sizes. How did the Sumerians, who | acked our techni ques
for observing the heavens, know that a fixed star has planets? There are
sketches in which people wear stars on their heads, while others ride on balls
with wings. There is one picture that instantly remnminds one of a nodel of an
atom a circle of balls arranged next to one another that radiate, but are not
surrounded by rays. If we |look at the | egacy of the Sunmerians with "space eyes,"
it teems with questions and eni gnas beside which the terrors of the deep and the
wonders of the heavens pale into insignificance.

Here are only a few curiosities fromthe same geographi cal area:

Drawi ngs of spirals, a rarity 6,000 years ago, at Geoy Tepe.

A flint industry credited with an age of 40,000 years at Gar Kobeh

Simlar finds at Baradostian estimted to be 30,000 years ol d.

Fi gures, tonmbs, and stone inplenents at Tepe Asiab dated 13,000 years back
Petrified excrenent, possibly not of human origin, found at the same pl ace.
Tool s and stone engravers found at Karim Shahir. Flint weapons and tools
excavat ed at Barda Bal ka. Skel etons of grown nmen and a child found in the cave
of Shandiar. They were dated (by the C 14 nethod) to about 45,000 B.C.

The list could be considerably enlarged, and every fact woul d strengthen the
assertion that a mxture of primtive nen lived in the geographical territory of

Suner about 40,000 years ago. Suddenly, for reasons inexplicable so far, the
Sunerians were there with their astronony, their culture, and their technol ogy.



The Concl usions to be drawn fromthe previous presence on earth of unknown
visitors fromthe universe are still purely specul ative. W can inmagine that
"gods" appeared who collected the sen savage peoples in the region of Sumer
around them and transmtted sone of their know |l edge to them The figurines and
statues that stare at us today fromthe gl ass cases of museuns show a racial

m xture, with goggle eyes, donmed foreheads, narrow |lips, and generally |ong,
straight noses. A picture that is very difficult to fit into the schematic
system of thought and its concept of primitive peoples.

Visitors fromthe universe in renote antiquity?

In Lebanon there are glasslike bits of rock, called tektites, in which
radi oactive al um num i sot opes have been di scovered.

In Egypt and Iraq there were finds of cut crystal |enses which today can only be
made using cesium oxide, in other words an oxide that has to be produced by
electro-chem cal processes.

In Hel wan there is a piece of cloth, a fabric so fine that today it could be
woven only in a special factory with great technical know how and experience.
Electric dry batteries, which work on the galvanic principle, are on display in
t he Baghdad Museum

In the same place the visitor can see electric elenents with copper el ectrodes
and an unknown el ectrol yte.

In the nmountai nous Asian region of Kohistan a cave draw ng reproduces the exact
position of the stars as they actually were 10,000 years ago. Venus and the
earth are joined by lines.

O naments of snelted plati numwere found on the Peruvian pl ateau
Parts of a belt made of aluminumlay in a grave at Yungjen, China.

At Delhi there is an ancient pillar made of iron that is not destroyed by
phosphorus, sul phur, or the effects of the weather.

This strange nmedl ey of "inpossibilities" should make us curious and uneasy. By
what neans, with what intuition, did the primtive cave dwellers manage to draw
the stars in their correct positions? From what precision workshop did the cut
crystal |enses conme? How coul d anyone snelt and nodel platinum since platinum
begins to nmelt only at 1,8000 C? And how did the anci ent Chinese nake al unm num
a metal which has to be extracted from bauxite under very great chemni co-
technical difficulties?

| npossi bl e questions, to be sure, but does that nean that we should not ask
then? Since we are not prepared to accept or admit that there was a higher
culture or an equally perfect technol ogy before our own, all that is left is the
hypot hesis of a visit fromspace! As |ong as archaeology is conducted as it has
been thus far, we shall never have a chance to di scover whether our di mpast was
really dimand not perhaps quite enlightened.

A Ut opi an archaeol ogi cal year is due, during which archaeol ogi sts, physicists,
chem sts, geologists, netallurgists, and all the correspondi ng branches of these
sci ences ought to concentrate their efforts on one single question

Did our forefathers receive visits fromouter space?



For exanple, a netallurgist would be able to tell an archaeol ogi st qui ckly and
conci sely how conplicated the production of alumnumis. Is it not conceivable
that a physicist night instantly recognize a fornula in a rock drawi ng? A
chemi st with his highly devel oped apparatus mnight be able to confirmthe
assunption that obelisks were extracted fromthe rock by wetting wooden wedges
or using unknown aci ds. The geol ogi st owes us a whole series of answers to
guesti ons about what is of significance in certain Ice Age deposits. The team
for a Utopian archaeol ogi cal year would naturally include a group of divers who
woul d i nvestigate the Dead Sea for radioactive traces of an atonic expl osion
over Sodom and Gonorr ha.

Why are the oldest libraries in the world secret libraries? Wiat are people
really afraid of? Are they worried that the truth, protected and conceal ed for
so many thousands of years, will finally come to light?

Research and progress cannot be held back. For 4,000 years the Egyptians
considered their "gods" to be real beings. In the Mddle Ages we still killed
"witches" in our burning ideological zeal. The belief of the ancient G eeks that
they could tell the future froma goose's entrails is as out of date today as
the conviction of ultraconservatives that nationalismstill has the slightest

i mportance.

We have a thousand and one past errors to correct. The sel f-assurance that is
feigned is threadbare and is really only an acute form of stubbornness. At the
conference tables of orthodox scientists the delusion still prevails that a

t hi ng nust be proved before a "serious" person mayor can--concern hinmself with
it.

In the past the nan who put forward a brand-new i dea had to count on being
despi sed and persecuted by the church and his coll eagues. Thi ngs nmust have
becone easier, one thinks. There are no nore anathemas, and fires at the stake
are no longer lighted. The snag is that the nmethods of our tinme are |ess
spectacul ar, but they are hardly | ess obstructive to progress. Now everything is
nore "civilized" and there is much less fuss. Theories and intol erably audaci ous
i deas are hushed up or disnissed by such killer phrases as:

It’s against the rules! (A ways a good one!)

It’s not classical enough! (Bound to inpress.)

It’s too revolutionary! (Unequaled in its deterrent effect!)

The universities won't go along with that! (Convincing!)

O hers have already tried that! (O course. But were they successful ?)

We can't see any sense in it! (And that's that!)

That hasn't been proved yet! (Quod erat denonstrandum)

Fi ve hundred years ago a scientist cried out in the |aw courts, "Comopn sense
nmust tell anyone that the earth cannot possibly be a ball, otherw se the people

on the lower half would fall into the void!"

"Nowhere in the Bible," asserted another, "does it say that the earth revol ves
around the sun. Consequently every such assertion is the work of the devil!"



It seens as if narrow m ndedness was al ways a special characteristic when new
wor | ds of ideas were beginning. But on the threshold of the twenty-first century
t he research worker should be prepared for fantastic realities. He should be
eager to revise laws and knowl edge which were considered sacrosanct for
centuries but are nevertheless called in question by new know edge. Even if a
reactionary army tries to dam up this new intellectual flood, a new world nust
be conquered in the teeth of all the unteachable, in the name of truth and
reality. Anyone who spoke about satellites in scientific circles twenty years
ago was conmitting a kind of academnmi c suicide. Today artificial heavenly bodies,
nanmely satellites, revolve around the sun; they have photographed Mars and

| anded smoot hly on the nmoon and Venus, radioing first-class photographs of the
unknown | andscape back to earth with their (tourist) caneras. Wen the first
such photos were radioed to earth fromMars in the spring of 1958, the strength
used was 0. 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 01 watts, an al nost incredibly weak anount of
current.

Yet nothing is incredible any | onger. The word "inpossi bl e" should have becone
literally inpossible for the nodern scientist. Anyone who does n6t accept this
today will be crushed by the reality tomorrow. So let us stick tenaciously to
our theory, according to which astronauts fromdistant planets visited the earth
t housands of years ago. W know that our ingenuous and primtive forefathers did
not know what t6 make of the astronauts' superior technology. They worshiped the
astronauts as "gods" who came fromother stars, and the astronauts had no choice
but patiently to accept their adoration as divinities-a homage, incidentally,
for which our astronauts on un-known planets nmust be quite prepared.

Sone parts of our earth are still inhabited by prinmitive peoples to whom a
machi ne gun is a weapon of the devil. In that case a jet aircraft may well be an
angelic vehicle to them And a voice conmng froma radio set mght seemto be
the voice of a god. These last primtive peoples, too, naively hand down from
generation to generation in their sagas their inpressions of technica

achi evenents that we take for granted. They still scratch their divine figures
and their wonderful ships comng fromheaven on cliffs and cave walls. In this
way these savage peoples have actually preserved for us what we are seeking

t oday.

Cave drawi ngs in Kohistan, France, North Anerica, and Southern Rhodesia, in the
Sahara and Peru, as well as Chile, all contribute to our theory. Henri Lhote, a
French schol ar, discovered at Tassili, in the Sahara, several hundred walls

pai nted with nmany thousands of pictures of animals and nmen, including figures in
short el egant coats. They carry sticks and indefinable chests on the sticks.
Next to the animal paintings we are astoni shed by a being in a kind of diver's
suit. The great god Mars-so Lhote christened himwas originally nore than 18
feet high; but the "savage" who bequeathed the drawing to us can scarcely have
been as primtive as we should like himto be if everything is to fit neatly
into the old pattern of thought. After all, the "savage" obviously used a
scaffolding to be able to draw in proportion |ike that, for there have been no
shifts in ground level in these caves during the last few mllennia. Wthout
overstretching ny imagination, | got the inpression that the great god Mars is
depicted in a space or diving suit. On his heavy, powerful shoulders rests a

hel met which is connected to his torso by a kind of joint. There are a nunber of
slits on the hel net where mouth and nose would normally be. One would readily
believe that it was the result of chance or even in the pictorial imagination of
the prehistoric "artist" if this picture were unique. But there are several of
these clunsy figures with the sane equi pnent at Tassili, and very simlar
figures have al so been found on rock faces in the United States, in the Tulare
regi on of California.



| should Ilike to be generous, and | amwilling to postulate that the primtive
artists were unskilled and portrayed the figures in this rather crude way
because it was the best they could do. But in that case how could the sane
primtive cave dwellers depict aninmals and normal human beings to perfection? It
seens nore credible to ne to assunme that the "artists" were perfectly capabl e of
drawi ng what they actually saw. In Inyo County, California, a geonetrical figure
in a cave drawing is recogni zabl e--wi thout overstraining the inmagination--as a
normal slide rule in a double frame. The archaeol ogi cal opinion is that the
drawi ng shows figures of the gods.

An ani mal of unknown species with gigantic upright horns on its head appears on
a pottery vessel found at Siyak in Iran. Wiy not? But both horns display five
spirals to left and right. If you imagine two rods with |large porcelain
insulators, that is roughly what this drawi ng | ooks |Iike. What do the
archaeol ogi sts say to that? Quite sinply that they are synbols of a god. Gods
are of great value. People explain a great deal--certainly everything that is
unexpl ai ned-by referring to their unknowabl eness and supernaturalness. In this
world of the undenonstrable they can live in peace. Every figurine that is
found, every artifact that is put together, every figure that can be restored

fromfragnents-they are all instantly associated with sone ancient religion or
other. But if an object cannot be fitted into any of the existing religions,
even forcibly, sone new crackpot old cult is rapidly conjured up--like a rabbit

out of a top hat! The sum works out once again

But what if the frescoes, at Tassili or in the United States or in France,
actual ly reproduce what the primtive peoples saw? Wat should we say if the
spirals on the rods really depicted antennae, just as the primtive peoples had
seen themon the unfamliar gods? Isn't it possible that things which ought not
to exist do in fact exist?

A "savage," who neverthel ess was skillful enough to execute wall paintings,
cannot really have been so savage. The wall drawi ng of the Wite Lady of
Brandenberg (South Africa) could be a twentieth-century painting. She wears a
short-sl eeved pullover, closely fitting breeches, and gl oves, garters and
slippers. The lady is not al one; behind her stands a thin nman with a strange
prickly rod in hi hand and wearing a very conplicated helmet with a kind of
visor. This would be accepted as a nodern painting w thout hesitation, but the
snag is that we are dealing with a cave draw ng.

Al'l the gods who are depicted in cave drawi ngs in Sweden and Norway have uniform
i ndefi nabl e heads. The archaeol ogi sts say that they are ani mal heads. Yet isn't

t here sonething rather absurd about worshiping a "god" whom one al so slaughters
and eats? W often see ships with wings and even nore frequently typica

ant ennae.

Figures in bulky suits occur again in Val Canobnica (Brescia, Italy), and,

annoyi ngly enough, they also have horns on their heads. | amnot going so far as
to claimthat the Italian cave dwellers shuttled backward and forward between
North Anerica or Sweden, the Sahara and Spain (Ciudad Real), to transmit their
illustrative talents and ideas. Yet the awkward question is left hanging in the
air-why did the prinmtive people create figures in bulky suits with antennae on
t heir heads independently of each other?

| would not waste a word on these unexpl ained oddities if they existed in only
one place in the world. But they are found al nost everywhere.



As soon as we | ook at the past with our present-day gaze and use the fantasy of
our technological age to fill up the gaps init, the veils that shroud the
dar kness begin to lift. In the next chapter, a study of ancient holy books wil|
help ne to make my theory such a credible reality that in the long run the

i nvestigators of our past will no | onger be able to evade the revol utionary
guesti ons.



Was God an Astronaut?

The Bible is full of secrets and contradictions.

CGenesi s, for exanple, begins with the creation of the earth, which is reported
wi t h absol ute geol ogi cal accuracy. But how did the chronicler know that mnerals
preceded plants and plants preceded ani nal s?

"And God said, Let us nmke man in our inmage, after our likeness,” we read in

CGenesi s 1:26.

Wiy does God speak in the plural? Wiy does he say "us," not "ne," why "our," and
not "ny"? One would think that the one and only God ought to address mankind in
the singular, not in the plural

"And it came to pass, when nmen began to multiply on the face of the earth, and
daughters were born unto them that the sons of God saw the daughters of men
that they were fair; and they took themw ves of all which they chose" (Genesis
6:1-2).

VWho can tell us what sons of God took the daughters of nen to wife? Ancient
I srael had a single sacrosanct God. Where do the "sons of God" cone fronf®?

"There were giants in the earth in those days; and al so after that, when the
sons of God cane in unto the daughters of nen, and they bore children to them

t he sane became m ghty nmen which were of old, men of renown" (CGenesis 6:4).

Once again we have the sons of God, who interbreed with hunman bei ngs. Here, too,
we have the first nention of giants. "G ants" keep on cropping up in all parts
of the globe: in the nmythol ogy of East and West, in the sagas of Ti ahuanaco and
the epics of the Eskinmps. "G ants" haunt the pages of alnpbst all ancient books.
So they must have existed. Wat sort of creatures were they, these "giants"?
Were they our forefathers, who built the gigantic buildings and effortlessly
manhandl ed the nonoliths, or were they technically skilled space travelers from
another star? One thing is certain. The Bible speaks of "giants" and descri bes
them as "sons of Cod," and these "sons of God" breed with the daughters of men
and multiply.

We are given a very exciting and detail ed account of the catastrophe of Sodom
and Gonmorrah in CGenesis 19:1-28.

Two angel s came to Sodomin the evening when father Lot was sitting near the
town gate. Cbviously Lot was expecting these "angels,"” who soon proved to be
nmen, because he recogni zed them at once and hospitably invited themto spend the
night in his house. The nen of the town, says the Bible, wanted to "know' the
strangers. But the two strangers were able to dispel the | ocal playboys' sexua
lust with a single gesture. They snote the mschief-nakers with blindness.

According to Genesis 19:12-14, the "angels" told Lot to take his wife, sons,
daught ers, sons-indaw, and daughtersind4aw out of: the town with all speed, for
they warned him it would be destroyed very soon. The famly was unwilling to
believe this strange warning and took the whole thing for one of father Lot's
bad j okes. And Genesi s continues:



"And when the norning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take
thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; |lest thou be consuned in the
iniquity of the city. And while he lingered, the nen laid hold upon his hand,
and upon the hand of his w fe, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the Lord
being nerciful unto him and they brought himforth, and set himw thout the
city. And it cane to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he
sai d, Escape for thy life; |ook not behind thee, neither stay thou in the plain
escape to the nmountain, |est thou be consumed. ... Haste thee, escape thither
for I cannot do anything till thou be cone thither."

According to this report, there is no doubt that the two strangers, the

"angel s," possessed a power unknown to the Inhabitants. The suggestive urgency,
the speed with which they drove the Lot family on, also nakes us think. Wen
father Lot tarried, they pulled himalong by the hands. They had to get away m a
matter of mnutes. Lot, they ordered, nust go into the nountains and he nmust not
turn around. Neverthel ess, Lot does not seemto have had unlimted respect for
the "angel s," because he keeps on meking objections: ". . . | cannot escape to
the nountain, lest sonme evil take me, and | die." Alittle later the angels say
that they cannot do anything for himif he does not go with them

VWhat actual ly happened at Sodon? W cannot imagine that almghty God is tied
down to a tinetable. Then why were his "angel s" in such a hurry? O was the
destruction of the city by sonme power or other fixed to the very mnute? Had the
countdown al ready begun and did the "angel s" know about it? In that case the
nmonent of destruction woul d obviously have been inmm nent. Was there no sinpler
met hod of bringing the Lot famly to safety? Wiy did they have to go into the
mount ai ns at all costs? And why on earth should they be forbidden to | ook around
agai n?

Admittedly these are awkward questi ons about a serious matter. But since the
dropping of two atomi c bonbs on Japan, we know the kind of damage such bonbs
cause and that living creatures exposed to direct radiation die or becone
incurably ill. Let us inmagine for a noment that Sodom and Gonorrah were
destroyed according to plan, i.e., deliberately, by a nuclear explosion

Per haps--let us speculate a little further-the "angels" sinply wanted to destroy
sone dangerous fissionable material and at the sane tine to make sure of wiping
out a human brood they found unpleasant. The time for the destruction was fixed.
Those who were to escape it-such as the Lot family-had to stay a few mles from
the center of the explosion in the nountains, for the rock faces would naturally
absorb the powerful dangerous rays. And-we all know the story-Lot's wife turned
around and | ooked straight at the atom c sun. Nowadays no one is surprised that
she fell dead on the spot. "Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon CGonorr ah
bri mstone and fire. "

And this is how the account of the catastrophe ends (Genesis 19:27-27):

"And Abraham got up early in the norning to the place where he stood before the
Lord: And he | ooked toward Sodom and Gonorrah, and toward all the |and of the
pl ai n, and beheld, and, |o, the snoke of the country went up as the snoke of a
furnace."

W nay be as religious as our fathers, but we are certainly |less credulous. Wth
the best will in the world we cannot inmagi ne an omi potent, ubi quitous,
infinitely good God who is above all concepts of time and yet does not know what
is going to happen. God created nman and was satisfied with his work. However, he
seens to have repented of his deed |ater, because this sane creator decided to
destroy mankind. It is also difficult for enlightened children of this age to



think of an infinitely good Father who gives preference to "favorite children,”
such as Lot's family, over countless others. The O d Testanent gives sone

i mpressive descriptions in which God alone or his angels fly straight down from
heaven maki ng a trenendous noi se and issuing clouds of snoke. One of the nost
original descriptions of such incidents cones to us fromthe prophet Ezeki el

"Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth nonth, in the fifth
day of the nonth, as | was anmong the captives by the river of Chebar, that the
heavens were opened . . . And | |ooked, and, behold, a whirlw nd cane out of the
north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about

it, and out of the mdst thereof as the color of anmber, out of the m dst of the
fire. Also out of the mdst thereof came the |ikeness of four living creatures.
And this was their appearance; they had the |ikeness of a man. And every one had
four faces, and every one had four wings. And their feet were straight feet; and
the sole of their feet was |like the sole of a calf s foot: and they sparkl ed
like the col or of burnished brass."

Ezekiel gives precise details of the landing of this vehicle. He describes a
craft that comes fromthe north, enmitting rays and gl eaning and raising a
gigantic cloud of desert sand. Now the God of the AOd Testanent was supposed to
be omi potent. Then why does this alm ghty God have to cone hurtling up froma
particul ar direction? Cannot he be anywhere he wants w thout all this noise and
fuss?

Let us follow Ezekiel's eyewi tness account a little further:

"Now as | beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the
living creatures, with his four faces. The appearance of the wheels and their
work was |ike unto the color of a beryl: and they four had one |ikeness: and

t heir appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the niddle of a wheel
When they went they went upon their four sides: and they turned not as they
went. As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful; and their
rings were full of eyes round about them four. And when the living creatures
went, the wheels went by them and when the living creatures were lifted up from
the earth, the wheels were lifted up."

The description is astonishingly good. Ezekiel says that each wheel was in the
m ddl e of another one. An optical illusion! To our present way of thinking what
he saw was one of those special vehicles the Arericans use in the desert and
swanpy terrain. Ezekiel observed that the wheels rose fromthe ground

si mul taneously with the winged creatures. He was quite right Naturally the
wheel s of a multipurpose vehicle, say an anphi bious helicopter, do not stay on
the ground when it takes off.

More from Ezekiel: "Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and | will speak unto
t hee. "

The narrator heard this voice and hid his face in the ground in fear and
trenbling. The strange apparitions addressed Ezekiel as "son of nman" and wanted
totalk to him

The account goes on: " and | heard behind me a voice of a great rushing,
sayi ng, Blessed be the glory of the Lord fromhis place. | heard al so the noi se
of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the noise of
t he wheel s over against them and a noise of a great rushing."



In addition to his precise description of the vehicle, Ezekiel also noted the
noi se the novel nonstrosity nmade when it |left the ground. He likens the din nmade
by the wings and the wheels to a "great rushing." Surely this suggests that this
is an eyewi tness account? The "gods" spoke to Ezekiel and told himthat it was
his task to restore |law and order to the country. They took himwith themin
their vehicle and confirned that they had not yet forsaken the country. This
experi ence made a strong i npression on Ezekiel, for he never tires of describing
the weird vehicle. On three nore occasi ons he says that each wheel was in the

nm ddl e of a wheel and that the four wheels could go "on their four sides ... and
turned not as they went." And he was particularly inpressed by the fact that the
whol e body of the vehicle, the backs, the hands, the wi ngs, and even the wheels
were "full of eyes.” The "gods" reveal the purpose and goal of their journey to
the chronicler later when they tell himthat he is living in the mdst of a
“rebel | i ous house" which has eyes to see and sees not, ears to hear and hears
not Once he has been enlightened about his countrymen, there follow, as in al
descriptions of such |andings, advice and directions for Jaw and order, as well
as hints for creating a proper civilization. Ezekiel took the task very
seriously and handed on the instructions of the "gods."

Once again we are confronted with all kinds of questions.
VWho spoke to Ezekiel ? What sort of beings were they?

They were certainly not "gods" in the traditional Sense of the word, or they
woul d not have needed a vehicle to move fromone place to another. This kind of
| oconotion seens to nme to be quite inconpatible with the idea of an alm ghty
God.

In this connection, there is another technical invention in the Book of Books,
which is worthwhil e examining inmpartially.

In Exodus 15:10, Moses relates the exact instructions which "God" gave for

buil ding the Ark of the Covenant. The directions are given to the very inch, how
and where staves and rings are to be fitted, and fromwhat alloy the netals are
to be nmade. The instructions were nmeant to ensure that everything was carried
out exactly as "God" wanted it. He warned Mses several tines not to make any

m st akes.

"And | ook that thou nake them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the
mount " ( Exodus 25:40).

"CGod" also told Moses that he would speak to himfromthe nercy seat. No one, he
told Mbses, should conme close to the Ark of the Covenant, and he gave precise

i nstructions about the clothing to be worn and the footwear appropriate when
transporting it In spite of all this care there was a slipup (2 Sanuel 6: :2).
David had the Ark of the Covenant noved, and Uzzah helped to drive the cart it
was i n. Wen passing cattle shook and threatened to overturn the Ark, Uzzah
grabbed hold of it. He fell dead on the spot, as if struck by l|ightning.

Undoubtedly the Ark was electrically charged! If we reconstruct it today
according to the instructions handed down by Mdses, an el ectric conductor of
several hundred volts is produced. The border and gol den crown woul d have served
to charge the condenser which was forned by the gold plates and a positive and
negative conductor. If, in addition, one of the two cherubimon the nmercy seat
acted as a magnet, the | oudspeaker--perhaps even a kind of set for communication
bet ween Moses and t he spaceshi p--was perfect. The details of the construction of
the Ark of the Covenant can be read in the Bible in their entirety. Wthout
actual ly consulting Exodus, | seemto renenber that the Ark was often surrounded



by flashing sparks and that Mses nade use of this "transmtter" whenever he
needed hel p and advi ce. Moses heard the voice of his Lord, but he never saw him
face to face. Wien he asked himto show himself to himon one occasion, his
"God" answered:

"Thou canst not see ny face: for there shall no man see ne and live. And the
Lord said, Behold, there is a -place by nme, and thou shalt stand upon a rock

And it shall conme to pass, while ny glory passeth by, that | will put thee in a
clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while |I pass by: And | will
take away m ne hand, and thou shalt see ny back -parts: but ny face shall not be
seen” (Exodus 33:20-23).

There are sonme astonishing simlarities in old texts. On the fifth tablet of the
Epi ¢ of G | gamesh, which is of Sumerian origin and nuch ol der than the Bible, we
find virtually the sanme sentence:

"No nortal conmes to the nountain where the gods dwell. He who | ooks the gods in
the face nust die."

In other ancient books which hand down stages in the history of mankind, we find
very simlar statenents. Wiy did the "gods" not want to show thensel ves face to
face? Wiy did they not let their masks fall? What were they afraid of? O does

t he whol e account in Exodus cone fromthe Epic of G| ganmesh? Even that is

possi ble. After all, Mses is sup-posed to have been brought u-p in the Egyptian
royal househol d. Perhaps he had access to the library or acquired know edge of
anci ent secrets during those years.

Per haps we ought to query our Od Testanent dating, too, because there is a good
deal to Sup-port the fact that David, who lived nuch later, fought with a giant
with six fingers and six toes in his day (2 Sarmuel 21:18-22). W nust al so

consi der the possibility that all the ancient histories, sagas, and narratives
were collected and conpiled in one spot and later found their way to different
countries in the formof co-pies and sonmewhat garbl ed versions.

The finds during recent years near the Dead Sea (the Qunran texts) provide a

val uabl e and astoni shing anplification of the biblical Book of Genesis. Once
agai n several hitherto unknown texts nmention heavenly chariots, sons of heaven,
wheel s, and the snmoke which the flying apparitions emitted. In the Mses

Apocal ypse (Chapter 33) Eve | ooked up to heaven and saw a chariot of |ight
traveling there; it was drawn by f9ur shining eagles. No terrestrial being could
have described its magnificence, it says in Mdses. Finally the chariot drove u-p
to Adam and snoke cane out from between the wheels. This story, incidentally,
does not tell us nuch that is new. Nevertheless, chariots of light, wheels, and
snmoke were spoken of as mmgnificent apparitions as early as and in connection

wi th Adam and Eve.

A fantastic event was deci phered in the Lamech scroll. As the scroll is only
fragmentarily -preserved, sentences and whol e paragraphs of the text are

m ssi ng. However, what remains is curious enough to be worth retelling.

This tradition says that one fine day Lanech, Noah's father, came home and was
surprised to find a boy who, judging by his appearance, was quite out of place
in the fam|ly. Lamech reproached his w fe Bat-Enosh and clainmed that the child
was not his. Then Bat-Enosh swore by all that was holy that the seed cane from
him father Lamech, and not froma soldier or a stranger or one of the "sons of
heaven." (In parenthesis we may ask: Wat sort of "sons of heaven" was Bat - Enosh
tal king about? At all events, this famly drama took place before the Flood.)
Nevert hel ess, Lamech did not believe his wife's protestations and, feeling very
upset, went to ask his father Methusel ah for advice On his arrival, he related



the famly story that was so depressing to him Methuselah listened to it,
reflected, and went off hinmself to consult the wi se Enoch. The cuckoo in the
fam |y nest was causing so nuch trouble that the old nan accepted the hardships
of the long journey. The question of the little boy's origin had to be cleared
up. So Met husel ah descri bed how a boy had appeared in his son's famly who

| ooked nmuch nore |like a son of heaven than a man. H's eyes, hair, skin, and
whol e being were unlike those of the rest of the famly

Enoch listened to the story and sent old Methuselah on his way with the
extrenely worrying news that a great judgnent would come upon the earth and
manki nd and that all "flesh”™ would be destroyed because it was sordid and

di ssolute. But the strange boy of whomthe fanm |y was suspici ous had been chosen
as the progenitor of those who should survive the great universal judgnent.
Theref ore he should order his son Lamech to call the child Noah. Methusel ah
journeyed horme and told his son Lanech what was in store for themall. Wat
coul d Lamech do but recognize the unusual child as his own and give himthe nane
of Noah!

The astoni shing thing about this famly story is the in-formation that Noah's -
parents were told about the coming flood and that even grandfather Methusel ah
was fore-warned of the terrible event by the sane Enoch who soon afterward,
according to tradition, disappeared forever in a fiery heavenly chariot.

Does not this seriously pose the question whether the human race is not an act
of deliberate "breedi ng" by unknown beings from outer space? O herw se what can
be the sense of the constantly recurring fertilization of human beings by giants
and sons of heaven, with the consequent extermnation of unsuccessful specinens?
Seen in this light, the Flood becones a preconceived project by unknown bei ngs
with the intention of exterm nating the hunan race except for a few noble
exceptions. But if the Flood, the course of which is historically -proved, was
quite deliberately planned and prepared-and that several hundred years before
Noah received orders to build the ark-then it can no | onger be accepted as a

di vi ne judgnent.

Today the possibility of breeding an intelligent hunman race is no | onger such an
absurd theory. Just as the sagas of Tiahuanaco and the inscription of the

pedi ment of the Gate of the Sun tal k about a spaceship which | anded the G eat

Mot her on earth so that she could bear children, the old religious scripts, too,
never tire of saying that "God" created nen in his own image. There are texts
which note that it needed several experinents before man finally turned out as
successfully as "God" wanted. Wth the theory of a visit to our earth by unknown
intelligences fromthe cosnbs, we could postulate that today we are simlarly
constituted to those fabul ous unidentified beings.

In this chain of evidence, the offerings for which the "gods" asked our
ancestors raise curious problens. Their demands were by no neans linited to

i ncense and ani mal sacrifices. The lists of gifts required by the gods often

i ncl ude coins made of alloys which are specified in great detail. In fact, the
bi ggest snelting installations in the ancient East were found at Ezi on-geber
consisting of a regular ultra-nodern furnace with a system of air channels,

chi mey flues, and openings for specific purposes. Snelting experts of our own
day are confronted with the as yet unexpl ai ned - phenonenon of how co-p-per could
have been refined in this prehistoric installation. That was undoubtedly the
case, for large deposits of copper sul phate were found in the caves and
gal l eries around Ezion-geber. Al these finds are estinated to be at |east 5, 000
years ol d!



If our own space travel ers happen to neet prinitive peoples on a planet one day,
they too will presumably seem|like "sons of heaven" or "gods" to them Perhaps
our intelligences will be as far ahead of the inhabitants of these unknown and
as yet uni magi ned regi ons as those fabul ous apparitions fromthe universe were
ahead of our primtive ancestors. But what a disappointnment if tinme on this as
yet unknown | andi ng place had al so been progressing and our astronauts were not
greeted as "gods" but |aughed at as beings living far behind the tines!



5

Fiery Chariots from the Heavens

A sensational find was made in the hill of Kuyunjik around the turn of the
century. It was a heroic epic of great expressive power engraved on twelve clay
tablets, and it belonged to the library of the Assyrian King Ashurbanipal. The
epic was witten in Akkadian; |ater a second copy was found that goes back to
Ki ng Hamur abi .

It is an established fact that the original version of the Epic of G| ganmesh
stems fromthe Sunerians, that nysterious people whose origin we do not know but
who | eft behind the astonishing fifteen-digit nunber and a very advanced
astronony. It is also clear that the main thread of the Epic of G | gamesh runs
parallel to the biblical Book of Genesis.

The first clay tablet of the Kuyunjik finds relates that the victorious hero

G Il ganesh built the wall around Uruk. W read that the "god of heaven" lived in
a stately honme which contained granaries, and that guards stood on the town

wal ls. W learn that Gl ganesh was a ni xture of "god" and nman--two-thirds "god,"
onedhird man. Pilgrims who came to Uruk gazed up at himin fear and trenbling
because they had never seen his |like for beauty and strength. Tn other words,

t he begi nning of the narrative contains the idea of interbreedi ng between "god"
and nman yet again.

The second tablet tells us that another figure; Enkidu, was created by the
goddess of heaven, Aruru. Erkidu is described in great detail. H s whol e body
was covered with hair; he wore skins, ate grass in the fields, and drank at the
same watering place as the cattle. He also disported himself in the t"nbling
wat er s.

VWen G | gamesh, the king of the town of Uruk, heard about this unattractive
creature, he suggested that he should be given a |lovely woman so that he woul d
becone estranged fromthe cattle. Enkidu, innocent fellow, was taken in by the
king's trick and spent six days and six nights with a sem -divine beauty. This
little bit of royal pandering leads us to think that the idea of cross-breeding
bet ween a demi god and a hal f-ani nal was not taken quite as a matter of course in
this barbaric world.

The third tablet goes on to tell us about a cloud of dust which cane fromthe
di stance. The heavens roared, the earth quaked, and finally the "sun god" cane
and seized Enkidu with mghty wings and claws. W read in astonishnent that he
lay like lead on Enkidu's body and that the weight of his body seenmed to him
i ke the weight of a boul der

Even if we grant the old storytellers a fertile imginati on and di scount the
additi ons made by translators and copyists, the incredible thing about the
account still remains: How on earth - could the old chroniclers have known that
t he wei ght of the body becones as heavy as lead at a certain acceleration?
Nowadays we know all about the forces of gravity and accel erati on. \Wen an
astronaut is pressed back into his seat by a force of several Gs at takeoff, it
has all been cal cul ated in advance.

But how on earth did this idea occur to the old chroniclers?



The fifth tablet narrates how G | ganesh and Enkidu set out to visit the abode of
the "gods" together. The tower in which the goddess Irninis lived could be seen
gleam ng in the distance |ong before they reached it. The arrows and mssiles
whi ch the cautious wanderers rained on the guards rebounded harm essly. And as
they reached the precinct of the "gods," a voice roared at them "Turn back! No
nortal comes to the holy mountain where the gods dwell; he who | ooks the gods in
the face nust die."

"Thou canst not see ny face, for there shall no man see ne and live," it says in
Exodus.

On the seventh tablet is the first eyew tness account of a space trip, told by
Enki du. He flew for four hours held in the brazen talons of an eagle. This is
how his story goes literally:

"He said to ne: 'Look down at the |and. What does it |ook |ike? Look at the sea.
How does it seemto you?' And the land was |like a nmountain and the sea was |ike
a | ake. And again he flew for four hours and said to ne:

'Look down at the |land. What does it look |ike? Look at the sea. How does it
seemto you?' And the earth was |ike a garden and the sea |like the water channe
of a gardener. And he flew higher yet another four hours and spake:

'Look down at the land. What does it |look like? Look at the sea. How does it
seemto you?' And the land | ooked |ike porridge and the sea |like a water
trough. "

In this case some living creature nust have seen the earth froma great height.
The account is too accurate to have been the product of pure imagination. \Wo
coul d have possibly said that the |land | ooked |ike porridge and the sea |ike a
wat er trough if sone conception of the gl obe from above had not existed? Because
the earth actually does look like a jigsaw puzzle of porridge and water troughs
froma great height.

When the sane tablet tells us that a door spoke like a |living person, we
unhesitatingly identify this strange phenonmenon as a | oudspeaker. And on the
eighth tablet this same Enkidu, who nmust have seen the earth from a considerable
hei ght, dies of a nysterious disease, so nysterious that G| ganmesh asks whet her
he may not have been smitten by the poi sonous breath of a heavenly beast. But
where did Gl ganesh get the idea that the poi sonous breath of a heavenly beast
could cause a fatal and incurable disease?

The ninth tablet describes how G| ganesh mourns for the death of his friend

Enki du and decides to undertake a long journey to the gods, because he is
obsessed by the idea that he mght die of the same di sease as Enki du. The
narrative says that Gl ganmesh cane to two nountai ns which supported the heavens
and that these two nountains arched the gate of the sun. At the gate of the sun
he met two giants, and after a | engthy discussion they | et him pass because he
was two-thirds god hinself. Finally Gl ganmesh found the garden of the gods,
beyond which stretched the endl ess sea. Wiile Gl gamesh was on his way, the gods
warned himtw ce: "G | ganesh, whither art thou hurrying? Thou shalt not find the
life that thou seekest. Wen the gods created man, they allotted himto death,
but Iife they retained in their own keeping."

G | gamesh woul d not be warned; he wanted to reach Utnapishtim the father of
men, no matter what the dangers. But U napishtimlived on the far side of the
great sea; no road led to himand no ship flew across it except the sun god's.
Braving all kinds of perils Glganesh crossed the sea. Then follows his
encounter with Utnapishtim which is described in the el eventh tablet



G | ganmesh found the figure of the father of men neither bigger nor broader than
his own, and he said that they resenbl ed each other |ike father and son. Then
Ut napishtimtells G| ganesh about his past, strangely enough in the first
person.

To our amazenment we are given a detailed description of the Flood. He recounts
that the "gods" warned himof the great flood to cone and gave himthe task of
buil ding a boat on which he was to shelter women and children, his relatives,
and craftsnen of every kind. The description of the violent storm the darkness,
the rising flood, and the despair of the people he could not take with him has
tremendous narrative power even today. W al so hear--just as in Noah's account
in the Bible--the story of the raven and the dove that were rel eased and how
finally, as the waters went down, the boat grounded on a nmountain

The parallel between the stories of the Flood in the Epic of G lganesh and the
Bi bl e i s beyond doubt, and there is not a single scholar who contests it. The
fascinating thing about this parallelismis that we are dealing with different
onens and different "gods" in this case.

If the account of the Flood in the Bible is a second-hand one, the first-person
formof Utnapishtims narrative shows that a survivor, an eyew tness, was
speaking in the Epic of G| gamesh.

It has been clearly proved that a catastrophic flood did take place in the
anci ent East sone thousands of years ago. Ancient Babyl onian cuneiformtexts

i ndicate very precisely where the remains of the boat ought to be. And on the
south side of Mount Ararat investigators did in fact find three pieces of wood
whi ch possibly indicate the place where the ark grounded. Incidentally, the
chances of finding the remains of a ship that was mainly built of wood and
survived a flood nore than 6,000 years ago are extremely renote.

Besi des being a first-hand report, the Epic of Gl ganesh also contains
descriptions of extraordinary things that could not have been nade up by any
intelligence living at the tinme the tablets were witten, any nore than they
coul d have been devised by the translators and copyists who manhandl ed the epic
over the centuries. For there are facts buried anong the descriptions that mnust
have been known to the author of the Epic of G I ganmesh--and we may di scover them
if we look in the light of present--day know edge.

Per haps aski ng some new questions may throw a little light on the darkness. Is
it possible that the Epic of G lgamesh did not originate in the ancient East at
all, but in the Tiahuanaco region? Is it conceivable that descendants of

G | ganesh canme from South America and brought the Epic with then? An affirnmative
answer would at |east explain the nmention of the Gate of the Sun, the crossing
of the sea, and at the sane tine the sudden appearance of the Sunerians, for as
is well known, all the creations of Babylon, which canme later, go back to the
Sunerians. Undoubtedly the advanced Egyptian culture of the Pharaohs possessed
libraries in which the old secrets were preserved, taught, |learned, and witten
down. As has al ready been mentioned, Mdses grew up at the Egyptian court and
certainly had access to the venerable library roons. Mses was a receptive and
| earned man; indeed he is supposed to have witten five of his books hinself,
although it is still an unsolved puzzle in what |anguage he could have witten
t hem

If we work on the hypothesis that the Epic of G| ganesh cane to Egypt fromthe
Sunerians by way of the Assyrians and Babyl oni ans, and that the young Mses



found it there and adapted it for his own ends, then the Sumerian story of the
Fl ood, and not the biblical one, would be the genui ne account.

Qught we not to ask such questions? The classical method of research into
antiquity has got bogged down and so cannot cone to the right unassail abl e kind
of conclusions. It is far too attached to its stereotyped pattern of thought and
| eaves no scope for the imaginative ideas and specul ati ons whi ch al one coul d
produce a creative inpul se.

Many opportunities for research into the ancient East undoubtedly foundered on
the inviolability and sacredness of the Bible. People did not dare to ask
gquestions and voice their doubts aloud in the face of this taboo. Even the

schol ars of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, ostensibly so enlightened,
were still caught in the nental fetters of thousand-year-old errors, because the
way back would inevitably have called in question parts of the biblical story.
But even very religious Christians nmust have realized that nany of the events
described in the Ad Testanent cannot really be reconciled with the character of
a good, great, and ommi present God. The very man who wants to preserve the
religious dognas of the Bible intact ought to be interested in clarifying who
actual ly educated nmen in antiquity, who gave themthe first rules for a comuna
life, who handed down the first |aws of hygi ene, and who annihilated the
degenerate stock

If we think in this way and ask questions like this, it need not nean that we

are irreligious. | nyself amquite convinced that when the | ast question about
our past has been given a genuine and convi nci ng answer SOVETHI NG, which | cal
GOD for want of a better name, will remain for eternity.

Yet the hypothesis that the unimagi nabl e god needed vehicles with wheels and

Wi ngs to nove fromplace to place, mated with primtive people, and dared not
et his mask fall remains an outrageous piece of presunption, as long as it is
unsupported by proof. The theol ogi ans' answer that God is wi se and that we
cannot imagine in what way he shows hinself and makes his people hunble is
really dodgi ng our question and is unsatisfactory for that reason. People would
like to close their eyes to newrealities, too. But the future gnaws away at our

past day after day. In the near future, the first men will land on Mars. If
there is a Single, ancient, |ong-abandoned edifice there, if there is a single
object indicating earlier intelligences, if there is one still recognizable rock

drawing to be found, then these finds will shake the foundations of our
religions and throw our past into confusion. One single discovery of this kind
wi Il cause the greatest revolution and reformation in the history of nankind.

In view of the inevitable confrontation with the future, would it not be nore
intelligent to use new i magi nati ve i deas when conjuring up our past? Wthout
bei ng unbelieving, we can no | onger afford to be credul ous. Every religion has
an outline, a schemn, of its god; it is constrained to think and believe within
the framework of this outline. Meanwhile, with the space age, the intellectua
Day of Judgnment cones ever nearer. The theol ogical clouds will evaporate,
scattered like shreds of mist. Wth the decisive Step into the universe we shal
have to recogni ze that there are not 2,000,000 gods, not 20,000 sects, not 10
great religions, but only one.

But let us continue to build onto our hypothesis of the U opian past of
humanity. This is the picture so far

Dim as yet undefinabl e ages ago an unknown spaceshi p di scovered our planet The
crew of the spaceship soon found out that the earth had all the prerequisites
for intelligent life to devel op. Qoviously the "nan" of those tines was no hono



sapi ens but sonething rather different. The spacenen artificially fertilized
sone femal e menbers of this species, put theminto a deep sleep, so ancient

| egends say, and departed. Thousands of years later the space travelers returned
and found scattered speci mens of the genus hono sapiens. They repeated their
breedi ng experinent several tinmes until finally they produced a creature
intelligent enough to have the rules of society inparted to it. The people of
that age were still barbaric. Because there was a danger that they m ght
retrogress and mate with aninals again, the Space travel ers destroyed the
unsuccessful specinens or took themwith themto settle them on ot her
continents. The first conmunities and the first skills came into being; rock
faces and cave walls were painted, pottery was di scovered, and the first
attenpts at architecture were nade.

These first men had trenmendous respect for the space travel ers. Because they
came from somewhere absol utely unknown and then returned there again, they were
the "gods" to them For some nysterious reason the "gods" were interested in
passing on their intelligence. They took care of the creatures they bred; they
wanted to protect themfrom corruption and preserve themfromevil. They wanted
to ensure that their community devel oped constructively. They w ped out the
freaks and saw to it that the remainder received the basic requirenents for a
soci ety capabl e of devel oprent.

Admttedly this speculation is still full of holes. |I shall be told that proofs
are |acking. The future will show how many of those holes can be filled in. This
book puts forward a hypothesis nade up of many specul ati ons, therefore the

hypot hesi s nmust not be "true." Yet when | conpare it with the theories enabling
many religions to live unassailed in the shelter of their taboos, | should I|ike
to attribute a mninmal percentage of probability to my hypothesis.

Perhaps it will do sone good to say a few words about the "truth." Anyone who
believes in a religion and has never been under attack is convinced that he has
the "truth." That applies not only to Christians but also to the nenbers of
other religious communities, both |large and small. Theosophists, theol ogists,
and phil osophers have reflected about their teaching, about their master and his
teaching; they are convinced that they have found the " truth."” Naturally every
religion has its history, its promnmi ses nade by God, its covenants with God, its
prophets and w se teachers who have said. . . . Proofs of the “truth” always
start fromthe center of one's own religion and work outward. The result is a
bi ased way of thinking which we are brought up to accept from chil dhood.
Nevert hel ess generations lived and still do live in the conviction that they
possess the "truth."

Somewhat nore nodestly, | claimthat we cannot possess the "truth." At best we
can believe in it. Anyone who really seeks the truth cannot and ought not to
seek it under the aegis and within the confines of his own religion. If he does
so, is not insincerity godfather to a matter which denmands the greatest
integrity? What is the purpose and goal of life alter all? To believe in the
"truth" or to seek it?

Even if O d Testament facts can be proved archaeologically in Mesopotania, those
verified facts are still no proof of the religion concerned. If ancient cities,
villages, ells, and inscriptions are dug up in a particular area, the finds show
that the history of the people who lived there is an actual fact. But they do
not prove that the god of that people was the one and only god (and not a space
travel er).



Today excavations all over the world show that traditions tally with the facts.
But would it occur to a single Christian to recogni ze the god of the pre-lnca
culture as the genuine god as the results of excavations in Peru? Quite sinmply
what | nean is that everything, both nyth and actual experience, nakes up the
history of a people. No nore. But even that, | claim is quite a lot.

So anyone who really seeks truth cannot ignore new and bold and as yet unproved
points of view sinply because they do not fit into his schenme of thought (or
belief). Since the question of Space travel did not arise a hundred years ago,
our fathers and grandfathers could not reasonably have had thoughts about

whet her our ancestors had visits fromthe universe. Let us just venture the
frightful, but unfortunately possible, idea that our present-day civilization
was entirely destroyed in an H bonmb war. Five thousand years |ater
archaeol ogi sts would find fragnents of the Statue of Liberty in New York
According to our current way of thinking they would be bound to assert that they
were dealing with an unknown divinity, probably a fire god (because of the
torch) or a sun god (because of the rays around the statue's head). They woul d
never dare to say that it was a perfectly sinple artifact, nanely a statue of
liberty.

It is no |onger possible to block the roads to the past with dogmas.

If we want to set out on the arduous search for the truth, we must all sunmon up
the courage to | eave the Iines along which we have thought until now and as the
first step begin to doubt everything that we previously accepted as correct and
true. Can we still afford to close our eyes and Stop up our ears because new

i deas are supposed to be heretical and absurd?

After all, the idea of a landing on the nmoon was absurd fifty years ago.



6

Ancient Imagination and Legends, or Ancient Facts?

As | have previously observed, there were things in antiquity that should not
have exi sted according to current ideas. But nmy collector's zeal is by no neans
exhausted with the finds al ready accunul at ed.

Why? Because the nythol ogy of the Eskinmps also says that the first tribes were
brought to the North by "gods" with brazen w ngs! The ol dest Anerican Indian
sagas nention a thunderbird who introduced fire and fruit to them The Mayan

| egend, the Popol Vuh, tells us that the "gods" were able to recognize
everything: the universe, the four cardinal points of the conpass, and even the
round shape of the earth.

What are the Eskinbs doing tal king about metal birds? Wiy do the Indians nention
a thunderbird? How are the ancestors of the Mayas supposed to have known t hat
the earth is round?

The Mayas were intelligent; they had a highly devel oped culture. They |eft
behi nd not only a fabul ous cal endar but al so incredible cal culations. They knew
t he Venusi an year of 584 days and estimated the duration of the terrestrial year
at 365.2420 days. (The exact cal cul ation today: 365.2422!) The Mayas | eft behind
them cal cul ations to |ast for 64,000,000 years. Later inscriptions dealt in
units which probably approach 400, 000, 000 years. The fampbus Venusian fornul a
could quite plausibly have been cal cul ated by an electronic brain. At any rate,
it is difficult to believe that it originated froma jungle people. The Venusian
formula of the Mayas runs as foll ows:

The Tzol kin has 260 days, the terrestrial year 365 days, and the Venusian year
584 days. These figures conceal the possibility of an astonishing division sum
365 is divisible by 73 five times, and 584 eight tines. So the incredible
formula takes this form

(Moon) 20 x 13 = 260 x 2 x 73 = 37,960
(Sun) 8 x 13 = 104 x 5 x 73 = 37,960
(Venus) 5 x 13 = 65 x 8 x 73 = 37,960

In other words, all the cycles coincide after 37,960 days. Mayan nyt hol ogy
claimed that then the "gods" would conme to the great resting place.

The religious | egends of the pre-lnca peoples say that the stars were inhabited
and that the "gods" cane down to themfromthe constellation of the Pleiades.
Surreri an, Assyrian, Babylonian, and Egyptian cuneiforminscriptions constantly
present the same picture: "gods" came fromthe stars and went back to them they
travel ed through the heavens in fireships or boats, possessed terrifying
weapons, and pronised imortality to individual nen.

It was, of course, perfectly natural for the ancient peoples to seek their gods
in the sky and also to give their imagination full rein when describing the
magni fi cence of these inconprehensible apparitions. Yet even if all that is
accepted, there are still too nany anonalies left.



For exanple, how did the chronicler of the Mahabharata know t hat a weapon
capabl e of punishing a country with a twelve years' drought could exist? And
power ful enough to kill the unborn in their nothers' wonbs? This ancient Indian
epi c, the Mahabharata, is nore conprehensive than the Bible, and even at a
conservative estimate its original core is at least 5,000 years old. It is well
worth reading this epic in the light of present-day know edge.

We shall not be very surprised when we learn in the Ramayana that Vinanas, i.e.
flying machi nes, navigated at great heights with the aid of quicksilver and a
great propul sive wind. The Vimanas coul d cover vast distances and could trave
forward, upward and downward. Envi ably naneuverabl e space vehicl es!

This quotation cones fromthe translation by N. Dutt, 1891: "At Rama's behest
the magni ficent chariot rose up to a nountain of cloud with a trenmendous din
. We cannot help noticing that not only is a flying object nmentioned again
but also that the chronicler talks of a tremendous din

Here is another passage fromthe Mahabharata: "Bhima flew with his Vimana on an
enornmous ray which was as brilliant as the sun and nmade a noise |ike the thunder
of a stornt (C. Roy, 1889).

Even i magi nati on needs something to start it off. How can the chronicler give
descriptions that presuppose at |east sone idea of rockets and the know edge
that such a vehicle can ride on a ray and cause a terrifying thunder?

In the Samsapt akabadha a distinction is nmade between chariots that fly and those
that cannot fly. The first book of the Mahabharata reveals the intimate history
of the unmarried Kunti, who not only received a visit fromthe sun god but also
had a son by him a son who is supposed to have been as radi ant as the sun
itself. As Kunti was afraid--even in those days--of falling into disgrace, she
laid the child in a little basket and put it in a river. Adhirata, a worthy nan
of the Suta caste, fished basket and child out of the water, and brought up the
i nfant.

Really a story that is hardly worth nentioning if it were not so renarkably Iike
the story of Mdses! And, of course, there is yet another reference to the
fertilization of humans by gods. Like G lgamesh, Aryuna, the hero of the
Mahabhar at a, undertakes a long journey in order to seek the gods and ask them
for weapons. And when Aryuna has found the gods after nmany perils, Indra, the
lord of heaven, with his wife, Sachi, beside him grants hima very exclusive
audi ence. The two do not neet the valiant Aryuna just anywhere. They nmeet himin
a heavenly war chariot and even invite himto travel in the sky with them

Certain nunerical data in the Mahabharata are so precise that one gets the

i mpression that the author was witing fromfirst-hand know edge. Full of

repul sion, he describes a weapon that could kmall warriors who wore nmetal on
their bodies. If the warriors |earned about the effect of this weapon in tineg,
they tore off all the netal equipment they were wearing, jumped into a river,
and washed thensel ves and everything that they had come into contact with very
t horoughly. Not wi thout reason, as the author explains, for the weapon made the
hair and nails fall out. Everything living, he benpaned, becane pal e and weak.

In the eighth book we nmeet Indra in his heavenly jet chariot again. Qut of the
whol e of manki nd he has chosen Yudhisthira as the only one who nay enter heaven
in his nortal frame. Here, too, the parallel with the stories of Enoch and
Elijah cannot be overl ooked.



In the same book, in what is perhaps the first account of the dropping of an H
bonb, it says that Gurkha | oosed a single projectile on the triple city froma
m ghty Vi mana. The narrative uses words which linger in our nenories from
eyewi t ness accounts of the detonation of the first hydrogen bonb at BiKini
whi t e-hot snoke, a thousand tinmes brighter than the sun, rose up minfinite
brilliance and reduced the city to ashes. Wen Gurkha | anded again, his vehicle
was |ike a flashing block of antinony. And for the benefit of the phil osophers |
shoul d mention that the Mahabharata says that tine is the seed of the universe.

The Ti betan books Tantyua and Kantyua al so nmention prehistoric flying machi nes,
which they call "pearls in the sky." Both books expressly enphasize that this
knowl edge is secret and not for the nasses. In the Samarangana Sutradhara whol e
chapters are devoted to describing airshi ps whose tails spout fire and

qui cksi | ver.

The word "fire" in ancient texts cannot mean burning fire, for altogether sone
forty different kinds of "fire," nmainly connected with esoteric and magnetic
phenonena, are enunerated. It is hard to believe that the ancient peoples should
have known that it is possible to gain energy fromheavy netals and how to do
so. However, we should not oversinplify and dismss the old Sanscrit texts as
mere nyths. The | arge nunmber of passages fromold texts already quoted turns the
suspi cion that men encountered flying "gods" in antiquity alnost into a
certainty. W are not going to get any further with the ol d approach which

schol ars unfortunately still cling to: "That doesn't exist ... those are

m stakes in translation ... those are fanciful exaggerations by the author or
copyists.” W nmust use a new working hypot hesis, one devel oped fromthe

t echnol ogi cal know edge of our age, to throw light onto the thicket behind which
our past l|ies conceal ed. Just as the phenonenon of the spaceship in the renmpte
past is explicable, there is also a plausible explanation of the terrible
weapons whi ch the gods made use of at |east once mthose days and which are so
frequently described. A passage fromthe Mahabharata is bound to make us think

It was as if the el ements had been unl eashed. The sun spun round. Scorched by

t he i ncandescent heat of the weapon, the world reeled in fever. Elephants were
set on fire by the heat and ran to and fro in a frenzy to seek protection from
the terrible violence. The water boiled, the aninals died, the eneny was nown
down and the raging of the blaze nmade the trees collapse in rows as in a forest
fire. The el ephants nade a fearful trunpeting and sank dead to the ground over a
vast area. Horses and war chariots were burnt up and the scene | ooked like the
aftermath of a conflagration. Thousands of chariots were destroyed, then deep
silence descended on the sea. The wi nds began to blow and the earth grew bright.
It was a terrible sight to see. The corpses of the fallen were nutilated by the
terrible heat so that they no | onger |ooked |ike human bei ngs. Never before have
we seen such a ghastly weapon and never before have we heard of such a weapon
(C. Roy, 1889).

The story goes on to say that those who escaped washed thensel ves, their

equi prent, and their arms, because everything was polluted by the death-dealing
breath of the "gods." What does it say in the Epic of Gl ganesh? "Has the

poi sonous breath of the heavenly beast smitten you?"

Al berto Tulli, fornerly keeper of the Egyptian Department in the Vatican Miseum
found a fragment of a text fromthe tinme of Thutnose |11, who |ived about 1500
B.C. It relates the tradition that the scribes saw a ball of fire come down from
heaven and that its breath had an evil snell. Thutnose and his sol di ers watched
this spectacle until the ball of fire rose in a southerly direction and

di sappeared from vi ew.



Al the texts quoted date frommllennia before our era. The authors |lived on
di fferent continents and be-longed to different cultures and religions. There
were no special nessengers to spread the news in those days, and
intercontinental journeys were not an everyday occurrence. In spite of this,
traditions telling al most the sane story cone fromthe four corners of the world
and frominnunerable sources. Did all their authors have the sane bee in their
bonnet? Were they all haunted by the sane phenonenon? It is inpossible and
incredible that the chroniclers of the Mahabharata, the Bible, the Epic of

G | gamesh, the texts of the Eskinmos, the American |ndians, the Scandi navi ans,
the Ti betans, and many, many other sources should all tell the same stories--of
flying "gods," strange heavenly vehicles, and the frightful catastrophes
connected with these apparitions--by chance and wi thout any foundation. They
cannot all have had the sanme ideas all over the world. The al nobst uniformtexts
can stemonly fromfacts, i.e., fromprehistoric events. They rel ated what was
actually there to see. Even if the reporter in the renpte past may have
exaggerated his story with fanciful trinmngs, nuch as newsnmen do today, the
fact, the actual incident, still remains at the core of all exclusive accounts,
as it does today. And that incident obviously cannot have been invented in so
many places in different ages.

Let us nmake up an exanpl e:

A helicopter lands in the African bush for the first time. None of the natives
has ever seen such a machine. The helicopter lands in a clearing with a sinister
clatter; pilots in battle dress, with crash hel mets and machi ne guns, junp out
of it. The savage in his loincloth stands stupefied and unconprehending in the
presence of this thing that has conme down from heaven and the unknown "gods" who
cane with it. After a time the helicopter takes off again and di sappears into

t he sky.

Once he is alone again, the savage has to work out and interpret this
apparition. He will tell others who were not present what he saw. a bird, a
heavenly vehicle, that nade a terrible noise and stank, and white-skinned
creatures carrying weapons that spat fire. The mraculous visit is fixed and
handed down for all time. Wen the father tells it to his son, the heavenly bird
obvi ously does not get any smaller, and the creatures that got out of it becone
wei rder, stronger, and nore inposing. These and many ot her enbellishnents will
be added to the story. But the prem se for the glorious | egend was the actua

| andi ng of the helicopter. It did land in the clearing in the jungle and the
pilots did clinmb out of it. Fromthat nmonment the event is perpetuated in the
nyt hol ogy of the tribe.

Certain things cannot be made up. | should not be ransacking our prehistory for
space travel ers and heavenly aircraft if accounts of such apparitions appeared
in only two or three ancient books. But when in fact nearly all the texts of the
primtive peoples all over the globe tell the sane story, | feel | must try to
explain the objective thrust concealed in their pages.

"Son of man, thou dwellest in the mdst of a rebellious house, which have eyes
to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear not..." (Ezekiel 12:2).
We know that all the Sumerian gods had their counter-parts in certain stars.
There is supposed to have been a statue to Marduk (Mars), the highest of the
gods, that weighed 800 talents of pure gold. If we are to believe Herodotus,
that is equivalent to nore than 48,000 pounds of gold. Ninurta (Sirius) was

j udge of the universe and passed sentence on nortal nen. There are cuneiform
tabl ets which were addressed to Mars, to Sirius, and to the Pleiades. Tinme and
again Sunerian hyms and prayers nention divine weapons, the formand effect of



whi ch nust have been conpletely senseless to the people of those days. A
panegyric to Mars says that he nade fire rain down and destroyed his enem es
with a brilliant lightning flash. Inanna is described as she traverses the
heavens, radiating a frightful blinding gleamand annihilating the houses of the
enenmy. Drawi ngs and even the nodel of a hone have been found resenbling a
prefabricated atom c bunker: round and nassive, with a single strangely franed
aperture. Fromthe sanme period, about 3000 B.C., archaeol ogists have found a
nodel of a teamwi th chariot and driver, as well as two sportsmen westling, al
of immacul ate craftsmanship. The Sunerians, it has been proved, were nmasters of
applied art. Then why did they nodel a clunmsy bunker, when other excavations at
Babyl on or Uruk have brought much subtler works to light? Quite recently a whol e
Surrerian library of about 60,000 clay tablets was found in the town of Ni ppur

95 miles south of Baghdad. W now possess the ol dest account of the Flood,
engraved on a tablet in six colums. Five antediluvian cities are named on the
tablets: Eridu, Badtibira, Larak, Sitpar, and Shuruppak. Two of these cities
have not yet been discovered. On these tablets, the ol dest deci phered to date,
the Noah of the Sunerians is called Ziusudra. He is supposed to have lived in
Shuruppak and al so to have built his ark there. So we now possess an even ol der
description of the Flood than the one in the Epic of G Iganesh. No one knows
whet her new finds will not produce still earlier accounts.

The nmen of the ancient cultures seemto have been al nost obsessed with the idea
of immortality or rebirth. Servants and slaves obviously lay down voluntarily in
the tonb with their masters. In the burial chanber of Shub-At, no less than
seventy skeletons lay next to each other in perfect order. Wthout the |east
sign of violence, sitting or lying in their brilliantly col ored robes, they

awai ted the death which rmust have conme swiftly and painl essly-perhaps by poison
Wt h unshakabl e conviction, they | ooked forward to a new |life beyond the grave
with their nasters. But who put the idea of rebirth into the heads of these

heat hen peopl es?

The Egypti an pantheon is just as confusing. The ancient texts of the people on
the Nile also tell of mighty beings who traversed the firmanment in boats. A
cuneiformtext to the sun god Ra runs: "Thou coupl est under the stars and the
noon, thou drawest the ship of Aten in heaven and on earth like the tirelessly
revol ving stars and the stars at the North Pole that do not set."

Here is an inscription froma pyram d: "Thou art he who directs the sun ship of
mllions of years."

Even if the old Egyptian mat hematici ans were very advanced, it is odd that they
shoul d speak of millions of years in connection with the stars and a heavenly
shi p. What does the Mahabharata say? "Time is the seed of the universe.”

In Menphis the god Ptah handed the king two nodels with which to cel ebrate the
anni versaries of his reign and commanded himto cel ebrate the said anniversaries
for six tinmes a hundred thousand years. Wen the god Ptah came to give the king
t he nodel s he appeared in a gl eam ng heavenly chariot and afterward di sappeared
over the horizon in it. Today representations of the w nged sun and a soaring
fal con carrying the sign of eternity and eternal life can still be found on
doors and tenmples at |Idfu. There is no known place in the world where such

i nnumerable illustrations of winged symbols of the gods are preserved as in

Egypt .

Every tourist knows the Island of Elephantine with the fanbus N | oneter at
Aswan. The island is called El ephantine even in the ol dest texts, because it was
supposed to resenble an el ephant. The texts were quite right--the island does



| ook i ke an el ephant. But how did the ancient Egyptians know that? This shape
can be recogni zed only froman airplane at a great height, for there is no hil
offering a view of the island that would pronpt anyone to make the conpari son
A recently discovered inscription on a building at Idfu says that the edifice is
of supernatural origin. The ground plan was drawn by the deified being | mHotep
Now this I mHotep was a very nysterious and cl ever personality-the Einstein of
his time. He was priest, scribe, doctor, architect, and philosopher rolled into
one. In this ancient world, the age of I mHotep, according to archaeol ogi sts,
the only tools the people could have used for working stone were wooden wedges
and copper, neither of which is suitable for cutting up granite bl ocks. Yet the
brilliant ImHotep built the step pyram d of Sakkara for his king, who was
cal l ed Zoser. This 197400t high edifice is built with a mastery that Egyptian
architects were never quite able to equal afterward. The structure, surrounded
by a wall 33 feet high and 1,750 feet |long, was called the House of Eternity by
I mHotep. He had hinself buried init, so that the gods could wake himon their
return.

We know that all the pyramids were laid out according to the positions of
certain stars. Is not this know edge a bit enmbarrassing in view of the fact that
we have very little evidence of Egyptian astronomy? Sirius was one of the few
stars they took an interest in. But this very interest in Sinus seens rather
pecul i ar, because seen from Menphis, Sirius can be observed only in the early
dawn just above the horizon when the Nile floods begin. To fill the measure of
confusion to overflow ng, there was an accurate cal endar in Egypt 4,221 years
bef ore our era! This cal endar was based on the rise of Sirius (1st Tout = July
19) and gave annual cycles of nmore than 32,000 years.

Admittedly the old astrononers had plenty of tine to observe the sun, the noon,
and the stars, year in, year out, until they finally decided that all the stars
stand in the same place again after approximately 365 days. But surely it was
quite absurd to base the first calendar on Sirius when it woul d have been easier
to use the sun and the noon, besides |leading to nobre accurate results.
Presunably the Sirius calendar is a built-up system a theory of probabilities,
because it could never predict the appearance of the star. If Sirius appeared on
the horizon at dawn at the same time as the Nile flood, it was pure coincidence.
A Nile flood did not happen every year, nor did every Nile flood take place on
the sane day. In which case, why a Sirius calendar? |Is there an old tradition
here, too? Was there a text or a pronise which was careful ly

guarded by the priesthood?

The tonb in which a gold necklace and the skeleton of an entirely unknown ani ma
were found probably be-l1onged to King Udi mu. Were did the animal cone fronf? How
can we explain the fact that the Egyptians had a deci mal system already at the
begi nning of the first dynasty? How did such a highly devel oped civilization
arise at such an early date? Wiere do objects of copper and bronze originate as
early as the beginning of the Egyptian culture? Wo gave themtheir incredible
know edge of nathenatics and a ready-nmade witing?

Bef ore we deal with some monumental buil dings which raise i nnunerabl e questi ons,
| et us take another brief glance at the old texts.

Where did the narrators of The Thousand and One Nights get their staggering
weal th of ideas? How di d anyone cone to describe a |lanmp fromwhich a magician
spoke when the owner wi shed?

VWhat daring imagination invented the "Qpen, Sesanme!"” incident in the tale of Al
Baba and the forty thieves?



O course, such ideas no |onger astonish us today, for the tel evision set shows
us talking pictures at the turn of a switch. And as the doors of nobst |arge
department stores open by photocells, even the "Open, Sesane!" incident no

| onger conceal s any special nystery. Neverthel ess the imaginative power of the
old storytellers was so incredible that the books of contenmporary witers of
science fiction seembanal in conparison. So it nust be that the ancient
storytellers had a store of things already seen, known, and experienced ready at
hand to spark off their imagination!

In the |l egendary and sagali ke world of intangible cultures which as yet offer to
us no fixed points of reference, we are on still shakier ground, and things
beconme even nore confusing. Naturally the Icelandic and O d Norwegian traditions
al so nmention "gods" who travel in the sky. The goddess Frigg has a nuai dservant
call ed Gna. The goddess sends her handnaid to different worlds on a steed which
rises in the air above | and and sea. The steed is called "Hoof-thrower," and
once, says the saga, Gnha met some strange creatures high in the air. In the
Alwislied different names are given to the earth, the sun, the noon, and the

uni verse dependi ng on whether they are seen fromthe point of view of nen,
"gods," giants, or dwarfs. How on earth could people in the dimpast arrive at

di fferent perceptions of one and the same thing, when the horizon was very
[imted?

Al t hough the scholar Snorri Sturluson did not wite down the Nordic and O d
Germani ¢ | egends, sagas, and songs until about A.D. 1200, they are known to be
some thousands of years old. In these witings the synbol of the world is often
described as a disc or a ball--remarkably enough--and Thor, the | eader of the
gods, is always shown with a hamrer, the destroyer. Herbert Kuhn supports the
view that the word "hanmmer" means "stone," dates fromthe Stone Age, and was
transferred to bronze and iron hamrers only later. Consequently Thor and his
hamrer synmbol rmnust have been very ancient and probably do go back to the Stone
Age. Mdreover, the word "Thor" in the Indian (Sanscrit) |egends is "Tanayitnu";
this could be nore or | ess rendered as "the Thunderer." The Nordic Thor, god of
gods, is the lord of the Gernmani c Wannen, who nakes the skies unsafe.

When argui ng about the entirely new aspects thy at | introduce into

i nvestigation of the past, the objection mght be made that it is not possible
to conmpile everything in the ancient traditions that points to heavenly
apparitions into a sequence of proofs of prehistoric space travel. But that is

not what | amdoing. | amsinply referring to passages in very ancient texts
that have no place in the working hypothesis in use up to the present. | am
drilling away at those adnittedly awkward spots in which scribes, translators,
and copyi sts could have had no idea of the sciences and their products. | also

woul d be quite prepared to consider the translations wong and the copi es not
accurate enough if these same false, fancifully enbellished traditions were not
accepted in their entirety as soon as they can be fitted into the framework of
sone religion or other. It is unworthy of a scientific investigator to deny
sonet hing when it upsets his working hypothesis and accept it when it supports
his theory. Inmagine the shape ny theory would take and the strength it woul d
gain if new translations nade with a "space outl ook" existed!

To help us patiently forge the chain of our thesis a little further, scrolls
with fragnments of apocalyptic and liturgical texts were recently found near the
Dead Sea. Once again, in the Apocryphi cal Books of Abraham and Moses, we hear
about a heavenly chariot with wheels, which spits fire, whereas simlar
references are lacking in the Ethiopian and Sl avic Book of Enoch



"Behind the being | saw a chariot which had wheels of fire, and every wheel was
full of eyes all around, and on the wheels was a throne and this was covered
with fire that flowed around it" (Apocryphal Book of Abraham 18:11-12.

According to Gershom Schol em' s expl anation, the throne and chariot synbolism of
the Jewi sh nystics corresponded roughly to that of the Hellenistic and early
Christian mystics when they tal k about pleroma (abundance of light). That is a
respectabl e expl anation, but can it be accepted as scientifically proved? May we
simply ask what would be the case if some people had really seen the fiery
chariot that is described over and over again? A secret script was used very
frequently in the Qunran scrolls; anong the docunents in the fourth cave
different kinds of characters alternate in one and the sane astrol ogi cal worKk.
An astronomni cal observation bears the title: "Wrds of the judicious one which
he has addressed to all sons of the dawn."

But what is the crushing and convincing objection to the possibility that rea
fiery chariots were described in the ancient texts? Surely not the vague and
stupid assertion that fiery chariots cannot have existed in antiquity! Such an
answer woul d be unworthy of the men | amtrying to force to face new
alternatives with my questions. Lastly, it is by no means so | ong ago that
reput abl e scholars said that no stones (neteors) could fall fromthe sky,
because there were no stones in the sky. Even nineteenth-century nmathenmaticians
cane to the conclusion--convincing in their day-that a railway train woul d not
be able to travel faster than 21 miles an hour because if it did the air would
be forced out of it and the passengers woul d suffocate. Less than a hundred
years ago it was "proved" that an object heavier than air would never be able to

fly.

A review in a reputable newspaper classed Walter Sullivan's book W Are Not

Al one as science fiction and said that even in the nost distant future it would
be quite inpossible to reach, say, Epsilon Eridani or Tau Ceti; even the effect
of a shift in time or deep-freezing the astronauts coul d never overcone the
barriers of the inconceivabl e distances.

It is a good thing that there were al ways enough bold visionaries oblivious to
contenporary criticismin the past. Wthout themthere would be no worl dw de
rail way network today, with trains traveling at 124 nmiles an hour and nore.
(N.B.: Passengers die at nmore than 21 miles per hour!) Wthout themthere would
be no jet aircraft today, because they would certainly fall to the ground.
(Things that are heavier than air cannot fly!) And there would be no noon
rockets. (Man cannot |eave his own planet!) There are so nany, many things that
woul d not exist but for the visionaries!

A nunber of scholars would like to stick to the so-called realities. In so doing
they are too ready and willing to forget that what is reality today may have
been the Utopian dream of a visionary yesterday. W owe a considerabl e nunber of
all the epoch-naki ng discoveries that our age thinks of as realities to |ucky
chances, not to steady systematic research. And sonme of themstand to the credit
of the "serious visionaries" who overcame restricting prejudice with their bold
specul ations. For exanple, Heinrich Schliemun accepted Honer's Odyssey as nore
than stories and fables and di scovered Troy as a result.

We still know too little about our past to be able to make a definite judgnent
about it. New finds may sol ve unprecedented nysteries; the readi ng of ancient
narratives is capable of turning whole worlds of realities upside down.
Incidentally, it is obvious to nme that nore old books were destroyed than are
preserved. There is sup-posed to have been a book in South America that



contained all the wisdomof antiquity; it is reputed to have been destroyed by
the sixty-third Inca ruler, Pachacuti IV. In the library O Al exandria 500, 000
vol umes bel onging to the |l earned Ptolenmy Soter contained all the traditions of
manki nd; the library was partly destroyed by the Ro-nmans, and the rest was
burned on the orders of Caliph Orar Centuries later. An incredible thought that
i nval uabl e and irrepl aceabl e manuscripts were used to heat the public baths of
Al exandri a!

VWhat becanme of the library of the tenple at Jerusal en? What becanme of the
l'ibrary of Perganon, which is supposed to have housed 200, 000 wor ks? Wen the
Chi nese Enperor Chi-Huang ordered the destruction of a nmass of historical
astronom cal, and phil osophical books for pO-litical reasons in 214 B.C , what
treasures and secrets went with then? How many texts did the converted Pau

cause to be destroyed at Ephesus? And we cannot even inagi ne the enornous wealth
of literature about all branches of know edge that has been lost to us owing to
religious fanaticism How many thousands of irretrievable witings did nonks and
m ssionaries burn in South Anerica in their blind religious zeal ?

That happened hundreds and thousands of years ago. Has manki nd | earned anyt hi ng
as aresult? Only half a Century ago Hitler had books burned in the public
squares, and as recently as 1966 the sanme thing happened in China during Mao's
ki ndergarten revol uti on. Thank heavens that today books do not exist in single
copies, as in the past.

The texts and fragnments still available transmt a great deal of know edge from
the renpte past. In all ages the sages of a nation knew that the future would

al ways bring wars and revol utions, blood and fire. Did this know edge perhaps

| ead these sages to hide secrets and traditions fromthe nob in the col ossa

buil dings of their period or to preserve them from possible destruction in a
safe place? Have they "hidden" information or accounts in pyranids, tenples, and
statues, or bequeathed themin the formof ciphers so that they woul d wi thstand
the ravages of tine? We certainly ought to test the idea, for farsighted
contenporaries of our own day have acted in this way-for the future.

In 1965 Americans buried in the soil of New York two tine capsules so
constituted that they could withstand the very worst that this earth could offer
in the way of calanities for 5, 000 years. These tinme capsul es contai ned news
that we want to transmt to posterity, so that some day those who strive to
illumnate the darkness surrounding the past of their forefathers will know how
we |lived. The capsules are nmade of a netal that is harder than steel; they can
survive even an atom c explosion. In addition to daily news, the capsul es
contai n photographs of cities, ships, autonobiles, aircraft, and rockets; they
house sanples of netals and plastics, of fabrics, threads, and cloths; they hand
down to posterity objects in everyday use such as coins, tools, and toilet
articles; books about mathematics, nedicine, physics, biology, and astronautics
are preserved on microfilm In order to conplete this service for some renpote
and unknown future race, the capsules also contain a "key," a book with the help
of which all the witten material can be translated into the | anguages of the
future.

A group of engineers from Wstinghouse El ectric had the idea of presenting the
tinme capsules to posterity. John Harrington invented the ingeni ous decodi ng
system for generations yet unknown. Lunatics? Visionaries? | find the
realization of this project beneficial and reassuring. It's nice to know that
there are nmen today who think 5,000 years ahead! The archaeol ogi sts of sone
renote future age will not find things any easier than we did. For after an
atom c conflagration none of the world's libraries will be of any use, and al



t he achi evenents that nake us so proud will not be worth twopence--because they
have di sappeared, because they have been destroyed, because they have been

atomi zed. An atomic conflagration which ravages the earth is not required to
justify the New Yorkers imaginative action. A shifting of the earth's axis by a
few degrees woul d cause i nundati ons on an unprecedented and irresistible scale--
in any case they would swallow up every single witten word. Wio is arrogant
enough to assert that the sages of old could not have conceived the sanme sort of
i dea as the farsighted New Yorkers?

Undoubtedly the strategists of an A-bonb and H bonb war will not direct their
weapons agai nst Zulu villages and harm ess Eski nbs. They will use them agai nst
the centers of civilization. In other words, the radioactive chaos will fall on
t he advanced, nost highly devel oped peopl es. Savages and primtive peoples far
away fromthe centers of civilization will be left. They will not be able to
transmt our culture or even give an account of it, because they have never
taken part in it. Even intelligent nen and visionaries who tried to preserve an

underground library will not have been able to help the future a great deal
“"Normal " libraries will be destroyed in any case, and the surviving primtive
peopl es will know nothing of the hidden secret libraries. Wole regions of the
gl obe will becone burning deserts, because radiation lasting for centuries wl|
not allow any plants to grow. The survivors will presumably be nutated, and
after 2,000 years nothing will be left of the annihilated cities. The unbridled
power of nature will eat its way through the ruins; iron and steel will rust and

crunmbl e into dust.

And everything will begin again! Man nay enbark on his adventure a second or
even a third tinme. Perhaps once again he will take so long to reenerge as a
civilized being that the secrets of old traditions and texts will be closed to

him Five thousand years after the catastrophe, archaeol ogists could claimthat
twentieth-century man was not yet familiar with iron, because, understandably
enough, they would not find any, no matter how hard they dug. Al ong the Russian
frontiers they would find nmiles of concrete tank traps, and they woul d expl ain
that such finds undoubtedly indicated astronomcal lines. If they were to find
cassettes with tapes, they would not know what to do with them they would not
even be able to distinguish between played and unpl ayed tapes. And perhaps those
tapes m ght hold the solution to many, many puzzles! Texts which spoke of
gigantic cities with houses several hundred feet high would be pooh-poohed,
because such cities could not have existed. Scholars would take the London Tube
tunnels for a geonetrical curiosity or an astonishingly well-conceived drai nage
system And they night keep on comi ng across reports which described how nmen
flew fromcéntinent to continent with giant birds and referred to extraordinary
tire-spitting ships which disappeared into the sky. That would al so be di snissed
as nyt hol ogy, because such great birds and fire-spitting ships could not have
exi st ed.

Thi ngs woul d be nmade very difficult for the translators in the year 7000. The
facts about a world war in the twentieth century that they woul d discover from
fragmentary texts would sound quite incredi ble. But when the speeches of Marx
and Lenin fell into their hands, they would at |ast be able to make two high
priests of this inconprehensible age the center of a religion. Wat a piece of
[ uck!

Peopl e woul d be able to explain a great deal, provided sufficient clues were
still in existence. Five thousand years is a long time. It is pure caprice on
nature's part that she allows dressed bl ocks of stone to survive for 5,000
years. She does not deal so carefully with the thickest iron girders.



In the courtyard of a tenple in Delhi there exists, as | have al ready menti oned,
a colum nade of welded iron parts that has been exposed to weathering for nore
than 4,000 years wi thout showing a trace of rust. In addition it is unaffected
by sul phur or phosphorus. Here we have an unknown alloy fromantiquity staring
us in the face. Perhaps the colum was cast by a group of farsighted engi neers
who did not have the resources for a colossal building but wanted to bequeath to
posterity a visible, tine-defying nmonument to their culture.

It is an enbarrassing story: in advanced cultures of the past we find buildings
that we cannot copy today with the nost nodern technical means. These stone
masses are there; they cannot be argued away. Because that which ought not to
exi st cannot exist, there is a frantic search for "rational" explanations. Let
us take off our blinkers and join the search



7

Ancient Marvels or Space Travel Centers?

To the north of Damascus lies the terrace of Baal bek--a platformbuilt of stone
bl ocks, sone of which have sides nmore than 65 feet |ong and wei gh nearly 2, 000
tons. Until now archaeol ogi sts have not been able to give a convincing

expl anati on why, how, and by whomthe terrace of Baal bek was built. However,
Russi an Professor Agrest considers it possible that the terrace is the remains
of a gigantic airfield.

If we neekly accept the neat package of know edge that the Egyptol ogists serve
up to us, ancient Egypt appears suddenly and without transition with a fantastic
ready-nmade civilization. Geat cities and enornous tenpl es, col ossal statues

wi th trenendous expressive power, splendid streets flanked by magnificent

scul ptures, perfect drai nage systems, |uxurious tonbs carved out of the rock
pyram ds of overwhel mi ng size-these and nany ot her wonderful things shot out of
the ground, so to speak. Genuine miracles in a country that is suddenly capabl e
of such achi evenents without recognizabl e prehistory!

Fertile agricultural land exists only in the Nile Delta and on small strips to
the left and right of the river. Yet experts now estinmate the nunber of

i nhabitants at the tinme of the building of the Geat Pyranid at 50, 000,000. (A
figure, incidentally, that flagrantly contradicts the 20,000, 000 considered to
be the total population of the world in 3000 B.C.!)

Wth such enornmous estimtes a couple of million men nore or |ess does not
matter. But one thing is clear--they all had to be fed. There were not only a
host of construction workers, stone nasons, engineers, and sailors, there were
not only hundreds of thousands of slaves, but also a well-equipped arnmy, a |arge
and panpered priesthood, countless nmerchants, farners, and officials, and |ast
but not | east the Pharaonic household living on the fat of the Iand. Could they
all have lived on the scanty yields of agriculture in the Nile Delta?

| shall be told that the stone bl ocks used for building the tenple were noved on
rollers. In other words, wooden rollers! But the Egyptians could scarcely have
felled and turned into rollers the fewtrees, nmainly palnms, that then (as now)
grew i n Egypt, because the dates fromthe palnms were urgently needed for food
and the trunks and fronds were the only things giving shade to the dried-up
ground. But they must have been wooden rollers, otherwi se there would not be
even the feebl est technical explanation of the building of the pyramds. Did the
Egypti ans inport wood? In order to inport wood there nust have been a sizable
fleet, and even after it had been | anded in Al exandria the wood woul d have had
to be transported up the Nile to Cairo. Since the Egyptians did not have horses
and carts at the time of the building of the Geat Pyram d, there was no ot her
possibility. The horse-and-cart was not introduced until the seventeenth
dynasty, about 1600 B.C. My kingdom for a convincing expl anation of the
transport of the stone blocks! OF course, the scholars say that wooden rollers
wer e needed. ..

There are many probl ems connected with the technol ogy of the pyram d buil ders
and no genui ne sol utions.

How di d the Egyptians carve tonmbs out of the rock? What resources did they have
in order to lay out a maze of galleries and roons? The walls are smooth and
nostly decorated with paintings in relief. The shafts sl ope down into the rocky



soi|l; they have steps built in the best tradition of craftsmanship that lead to
the burial chanbers far bel ow. Hordes of tourists stand gaping in amazenent at
them but none of them gets an explanation of the nysterious technique used in
their excavation. Yet it is firmy established that the Egyptians were masters
of the art of tunneling fromthe earliest tinmes, for the old rock-cut tonbs are
worked in exactly the sane way as the nore recent ones. There is no difference
between the tonb of Tety fromthe sixth dynasty and the tonb of Raneses | from

t he New Ki ngdom al though there is a mininumof 1,000 years between the buil ding
of the two tonmbs. Obviously the Egyptians had not |earned anything new to add to
their old technique. In fact the nore recent edifices tend increasingly to be
poor copies of their ancient nodels.

The tourist who bunps his way to the pyranmi d of Cheops to the west of Cairo on a
canel called Wellington or Napol eon, depending on his nationality, gets the
strange sensation in the pit of his stomach that relics of the nysterious past

al ways produce. The guide tells himthat a pharaoh had a burial place built

here. And with that bit of rehashed erudition he rides honeward, after taking
some i npressive photographs. The pyram d of Cheops, in particular, has inspired
hundreds of crazy and untenable theories. In the 600-page book CQur Inheritance
in the Geat Pyramd, by Charles Piazzi Smith, published m 1864, we can read
about many hair-raising |links between the pyram d and our gl obe.

Yet even after a highly critical exam nation, it still contains sone facts that
shoul d stinulate us to reflection

It is well known that the ancient Egyptians practiced a solar religion. Their
sun god, Ra, traveled through the heavens in a bark. Pyramd texts of the Ad
Ki ngdom even descri be heavenly journeys by the king, obviously made with the
hel p of the gods and their boats. So the gods and kings of the Egyptians were
al so involved with flying...

Is it really a coincidence that the height of the pyram d of Cheops nultiplied
by a thousand mllion--98,000,000 m|les--corresponds approximately to the

di stance between the earth and sun? Is it a coincidence that a meridian running
t hrough the pyranids divides continents and oceans into two exactly equa

hal ves? Is it coincidence that the area of the base of the pyranid divided by
twice its height gives the celebrated figure (pi) = 3.14159? Is it coincidence
that cal cul ations of the weight of the earth were found and is it also

coi nci dence that the rocky ground on which the structure stands is carefully and
accurately | evel ed?

There is not a single clue to explain why the builder of the pyranmid of Cheops,
t he Pharaoh Khufu, chose that particular rocky terrain in the desert as the site
for his edifice. It is conceivable that there was a natural cleft in the rock
whi ch he made use of for the col ossal building, while another explanation

t hough only a feeble one, may be that he wanted to watch the progress of the
work from his summer palace. Both reasons are against all common sense. In the
first case it would certainly have been nore practical to |ocate the building
site nearer the eastern quarries in order to shorten transport distances, and
second, it is hard to inmmgine that the pharaoh wanted to be disturbed year after
year by the din that filled building sites day and night even in those days.
Since there is so much to be said agai nst the textbook explanations of the
choice of site, one night reasonably ask whether the "gods" did not have their
say here, too, even if it was by way of the priesthood. But if that explanation
is accepted, there is one nore inportant proof of my theory of the Utopian past
of mankind. For the pyramd not only divides continents and oceans into two
equal halves; it also lies at the center of gravity of the continents. If the



facts noted here are not coincidences-and it seens extrenely difficult to
believe that they are--then the building site was chosen by bei ngs who knew al
about the spherical shape of the earth and the distribution of continents and
seas. In this connection let us not forget Piri Reis' maps! It cannot all be
coi nci dence or be explained away as fairy stories.

Wth what power, with what "machines," with what technical resources was the
rocky terrain leveled at all? How did the master builders drive the tunnels
downwar d? And how did they illum nate then? Neither here nor in the rock-cut
tonbs in the Valley of Kings were torches or anything simlar used. There are no
bl ackened ceilings or walls or even the slightest evidence that traces of

bl ackeni ng have been renpved. How and with what were the stone blocks cut out of
the quarries? Wth sharp edges and snooth sides? How were they transported and
joined together to the thousandth of an inch? Once again there is a wealth of
expl anations for anyone to choose from inclined planes and tracks al ong which
the stones were pushed, scaffolding and ranps. And naturally the | abor of many
hundreds of thousands of Egyptian slaves: fellahin, builders, and craftsnen.

None of these explanations stands up to a critical exanination. The G eat
Pyramid is (and remains?) visible testinony of a technique that has never been
under st ood. Today, in the twentieth century, no architect could build a copy of
the pyram d of Cheops, even if the technical resources of every continent were
at his disposal.

2,600, 000 gigantic blocks were cut out of the quarries, dressed and transported,
and fitted together on the building site to the nearest thousandth of an inch
And deep down inside, in the galleries, the walls were painted in col ors.

The site of the pyram d was a whi m of the pharaoh

The unparall el ed, "classical" dinensions of the pyram d occurred to the master
bui | der by chance.

Several hundred thousand workers pushed and pull ed bl ocks wei ghing twel ve tons
up a ranp with (nonexistent) ropes on (nonexistent) rollers.

Thi s host of workers lived on (nonexistent) grain.

They slept in (nonexistent) huts which the pharaoh had built outside his sunmer
pal ace.

The workers were urged on by an encouragi ng "Heave-ho" over a (nonexistent)
| oudspeaker, and so the twelve-ton bl ocks were pushed skyward.

If the industrious workers had achi eved the extraordinary daily piece rate of
ten bl ocks piled on top of each other, they would have assenbl ed the 2,600, 000
stone bl ocks into the nagnificent stone pyranmid in about 250,000 days-664 years.
Yes, and don't forget that the whole thing cane into being at the whimof an
eccentric king who never lived to see the conmpletion of the edifice he had

i nspired.

O course one nust not even suggest that this theory, so seriously advanced, is
ridiculous. Yet who is so ingenuous as to believe that the pyram d was not hi ng
but the tonb of a king? Fromnow on, who will consider the transm ssion of

mat henati cal and astronom cal signs as pure chance?



Today the Great Pyramid is undisputedly attributed to the Pharaoh Khufu as

i nspirer and buil der. Why? Because all the inscriptions and tablets refer to
Khufu. It seens obvious to me that the pyram d cannot have been erected during a
single lifetine. But what if Khufu forged the inscriptions and tablets that are
supposed to proclaimhis fane? That was quite a popul ar procedure in antiquity,
as many buil di ngs bear w tness. Whenever a dictatorial ruler wanted the fame for
hi nsel f al one, he gave orders for this process to be carried out If that was the
case, then the pyranm d existed | ong before Khufu left his visiting card.

In the Bodleian Library at Oxford there is a manuscript in which the Coptic

aut hor Mas-Udi asserts that the Egyptian King Surid had the Great Pyramd built.
Qddly enough, this Surid ruled in Egypt before the Flood. And this w se King
Surid ordered his priests to wite down the sumtotal of their w sdom and
conceal the witings inside the pyranid. So, according to the Coptic tradition
the pyram d was built before the Fl ood.

Her odotus confirms such a supposition in Book Il of his Hi story. The priests of
Thebes had shown hi m 341 col ossal statues, each of which stood for a high-
priestly generation over a period of 11,340 years. Now we know that every high
priest had his statue made during his own lifetime;, and Herodotus also tells us
that during his stay in Thebes one priest after another showed himhis statue as
a proof that the son had always followed the father. The priests assured

Her odotus that their statements were very accurate, because they had witten
everyt hing down for many generations, and they explained that every one of these
341 statues represented a generation. Before these 341 generations the gods had
lived anong men, and since then no god had visited themagain in human form

The historical period of Egypt is usually estimted at about 6,500 years. Then
why did the priests lie so shanelessly to the travel er Herodotus about their

11, 340 years? And why did they so expressly enphasize that no gods had dwelt
among them for 341 generations? These precise details would have been conpletely
pointless if "gods" had not really lived anbng nen in the renote past!

We know next to nothing about the how, why, and when of the building of the
pyramid. An artificial nountain, some 490 feet high and wei ghing 6,500, 000 tons,
stands there as evidence of an incredible achievenent, and this nonunment is
supposed to be nothing nore than the burial place of an extravagant king! Anyone
who can believe that explanation is welcome to it....

Munmi es, equal Iy inconprehensi bl e and not yet convincingly explained, stare at
us fromthe renote past as if they held sonme magi c secret. Various peopl es knew
t he techni que of enbal ning corpses, and archaeol ogi cal finds favor the
supposition that prehistoric beings believed in corporeal return to a second
life. That interpretation would he acceptable if there was even the renotest
evidence of a belief in a corporeal return in the religious philosophy of
antiquity! If our prinmtive ancestors had believed in only a spiritual return
they woul d scarcely have gone to such trouble with the dead. But finds in
Egyptian tonmbs provi de exanple after exanple of the preparation of enbal med
corpses for a corporeal return.

What the evidence says, what visible proof says, cannot be so absurd! Draw ngs
and sagas actually indicated that the "gods" promsed to return fromthe stars
in order to awaken the well-preserved bodies to newlife. That is why the

provi sioni ng of the enbal med corpses in the burial chanbers took such a
practical formand was intended for a life on this side of the grave. Qherw se
what were they supposed to have done with noney, jewelry, and their favorite
articles? And as they were even provided in the tonb with sonme of their



servants, who were unquestionably buried alive, the point of all the
preparati ons was obviously the continuation of the old Iife in a newlife. The
tombs were trenendously durable and solid, alnpbst atom bonb-proof; they could
survive the ravages of all the ages. The valuables left in them gold and
preci ous stones, were virtually indestructible. | amnot concerned here with
di scussing the | ater abuses of nmunmification. | amonly concerned with the
guestion: Who put the idea of corporeal rebirth into the heads of the heathen?
And whence cane the first audacious idea that the cells of the body had to be
preserved so that the corpse, preserved in a very secure place, could be
awakened to new |ife after thousands of years?

So far this nysterious reawakeni ng conpl ex has only been considered fromthe
religious point of view But supposing the pharaoh, who certainly knew nore
about the nature and custons of the "gods" than his subjects, had these possibly
quite crazy ideas? "I nust make a burial place for nyself that cannot be
destroyed for mllennia and is visible far across the country. The gods prom sed
to return and wake me up (or doctors in the distant future will discover a way
to restore me to life again)."

VWhat have we to say about that in the space age?

In his book The Prospect of Inmmortality, published in 1965, physician and
astrononer Robert C. W Ettinger suggests a way m which twentieth-century men
can have ourselves frozen so that our cells can go on living fromthe nedica
and bi ol ogi cal point of view, but slowed down a billionfold. For the present
this idea may still sound Utopian, but in fact every big clinic today has a
"bone bank" which preserves human bones in a deep4rozen condition for years and
makes them servi ceabl e agai n when required. Fresh blood-this too is a universa
practice--can be kept for an unlimted tine at mnus 1960 C, and living cells
can be stored alnost indefinitely at the tenperature of liquid nitrogen. Did the
pharaoh have a fantastic idea which will soon be realized in practice?

You must read what follows twice to grasp the fantastic inplications of the
result of the next piece of scientific research. In March, 1963, bi ol ogists of
the University of Okl ahoma confirmed that the skin cells of the Egyptian
Princess Mene were capable of living. And Princess Mene has been dead for
several thousand years!

There have been finds in many places of rmumr es which are preserved so
conpletely and intact that they seemto be alive. Gacier mumries |left by the

I ncas survived the ages and theoretically they are capable of living. Uopia? In
the sunmer of 1965 Russian tel evision showed two dogs which had been deep-frozen
for a week. On the seventh day they were thawed out agai n and--hey, presto!--
they went on living as cheerfully as ever!

Americans--and this is no secret--are seriously concerned, as part of their
space program wth the problemof howto freeze astronauts of the future for
their long journey to distant stars.

Dr. Ettinger, often scoffed at today, prophesies a rempte future in which nmen
wi Il not be consumed by fire or eaten by worms-a future in which bodies, frozen
in deep-freeze ceneteries or deep-freeze bunkers, await the day when advances in
nmedi cal science can renove the cause of their death and bring their bodies to
new life. One can see the terrifying vision of an arny of deep-frozen soldiers
who will be thawed out as necessary in case of war. A really horrifying idea.

But what connection have mumm es with our theory of space travelers in the
renote past? Am | dragging proofs in willy-nilly?



| ask: How did the ancients know that the body cells continue to |ive sl owed
down a billionfold after special treatnent?

| ask: Where did the idea of imortality come from and how di d people get the
concept of corporeal reawakening in the first place?

The majority of ancient peoples knew the techni que of nunm fication, and the
rich people actually practiced it. | amnot concerned here with this
denonstrabl e fact, but with solving the problem of where the idea of a
reawakening, a return to life, originated. Did the idea occur to sone king or
tribal prince purely by chance or did some prosperous citizen watch "gods”
treating their corpses with a conplicated process and preserving themin bonb-
proof sarcophagi ? O did sonme "gods" (space travelers) transnit to a quick-
witted prince of royal blood their know edge of how corpses can be reawakened
after a special treatnment?

These specul ations require confirmati on fromcontenporary sources. In a few
hundred years mankind will have a mastery of space travel that is inconceivable
today. Travel agencies will offer trips to the planets, with precise departure
and return dates, in their brochures. Qoviously a prerequisite for this mastery
is that all branches of science keep pace with the devel opment of space travel.
El ectroni cs and cybernetics alone will not do the trick. Medicine and biol ogy
wi Il make their contribution by finding out ways of |engthening the vita
functions of human bei ngs. Today this departnent of space research is al so
working in top gear. Here we nust ask ourselves: Did space travelers in

prehi story already possess know edge that we rnust gain anew? Did unknown
intelligences already know the nethods with which to treat bodies so that they
could be revived in so many thousand years? Perhaps the "gods," being shrewd,
had an interest in "preserving" at |east one dead man with all the know edge of
his time so that some day he coul d be questioned about the history of his
generation? Who can tell? Is it not possible that such an interrogation by
"gods" who came back has already taken pl ace?

In the course of the centuries, nummfication, originally a solemm matter,
becane the fashion. Suddenly everyone wanted to be reawakened; suddenly everyone
t hought that he would conme to new life so long as he did the same as his
forefathers. The high priests, who actually did possess sone know edge of such
reawakeni ngs, did a great deal to encourage this cult, for their class did good
busi ness out of it.

| have al ready mentioned the physically inmpossible ages of the Sunerian kings
and the biblical figures. 1 asked whether these people could not have been space
travel ers who prolonged their life-span through the effect of the tine shift on
interstellar flights just below the speed of light.

Are we perhaps getting a clue into the incredible age of the nmen nanmed in the
texts if we assunme that they were numified or frozen? If we follow this theory,
t hen the unknown space travel ers woul d have frozen | eading personalities in
antiquity-put theminto an artificial deep sleep, as |legends tell us-and taken

t hem out of the drawer, thawed them out, and conversed with them during
subsequent visits. At the end of each visit it would have been the task of the
priestly class appointed and instructed by the space travelers to prepare the
living dead again and preserve themonce nore in giant tenples until the "gods"
returned.

| npossi bl e? Ridiculous? It is nostly those people who feel that they are
absol utely bound by the |l aws of nature who nake the npbst stupid objections. Does
not nature herself display brilliant exanples of "hibernation" and reawakeni ng?



There are species of fish which, after being frozen stiff, thaw out at m | der
tenmperatures and swi maround again in the water. Flowers, |arvae, and grubs not
only go into hibernation but also reappear in the spring in |ovely new garb.

Let me be ny own devil's advocate. Did the Egyptians |earn the possibility of
munmi fication fromnature? If that were the case, there ought to have been a
cult of butterflies or cockchafers or at least a trace of such a cult. There is
not hi ng of the kind. Underground tonbs do contain gigantic sarcophagi with
mumm fi ed animals, but given their clinate the Egyptians could not have copied
hi bernati on from ani nal s.

Five miles fromHelwan |ie nore than 5,000 tonbs of different sizes which al
date to the tinme of the first and second dynasties. These tonbs show that the
art of mummfication is nore than 6,000 years ol d.

In 1953 Professor Enery discovered a large tonb in the archaic cenetery of North
Sakkara that is attributed to a pharaoh of the first dynasty. Apart fromthe
main tonb there were 72 other tonbs, arranged in three rows, in which lay the
bodi es of the servants who wanted to acconpany their king in the new world. No
trace of violence is visible on the bodies of the 64 young men and 8 young
worren. Why did these 72 allow thenselves to be walled up and killed?

Belief in a second |life beyond the grave is the best-known and al so the sinpl est
expl anati on of this phenonenon. In addition to gold and jewelry the pharaoh was
provided in the tonb with grain, oil, and spices which were obviously intended
as provisions for the life to come. Apart from grave robbers, the tonbs were

al so opened by | ater pharaohs. In such cases the pharaoh found the provisions in
the tonb of his ancestor well preserved. In other words the dead nman had neit her
eaten them nor taken theminto another world. And when the tonb was cl osed
again, fresh supplies were placed in the vault, which was shut up, protected
agai nst thieves, and sealed with many traps. It seens obvious that the Egyptians
believed in a reawakening in the distant future, not an inmedi ate reawakening in
the hereafter.

In June, 1954, also at Sakkara, a tomb was di scovered that had not been robbed,
for a chest containing jewels and gold lay in the burial chanber. The
sarcophagus was closed with a sliding lid, instead of a renpvable one. On June 9
Dr. Gonei mcerenonially opened the sarcophagus. It contai ned nothing. Absolutely
nothing. Did the mummy decanp, leaving its jewels behind?

The Russi an Rodenko di scovered a grave, Kurgan V, fifty mles fromthe frontier
of Quter Mongolia. This grave takes the formof a rocky hill that is faced
internally with wood. Al the burial chanbers are packed with eternal ice, and
as a result the contents of the grave were preserved in a state of deep-freeze.
One of these chambers contained an enbal med man and a sinmilarly treated woman.
Both of them were provided with everything that they nmight have needed for a
life to cone: foodstuffs in dishes, clothes, jewels, and nusical instrunments.
Everyt hi ng was deep-frozen and in an excellent state of preservation, including
t he naked nmunmi es. The one burial chanber scholars identified a rectangle
containing four rows of six squares, each of which had a drawing inside it. The
whol e coul d be a copy of the stone carpet in the Assyrian pal ace at N neveh!
Strange sphinxlike figures with conmplicated horns on their heads and wi ngs on
their backs are clearly visible, and their posture shows themto be aspiring
skywar d.



But motives for a second spiritual life can scarcely be based on the finds in
Mongol i a. The deep-freezing used in the graves there--for that is what the
chanbers faced with wood and filled with ice ambunt to--is too nmuch of this
wor |l d and obviously intended for terrestrial ends. Wiy, and this question keeps
worrying us, did the ancients think that bodies prepared in this way achi eved a
state which woul d make reawakeni ng possi bl e? That is a puzzle for the tine

bei ng.

In the Chinese village of Wi Chuan is a rectangul ar tonb measuring 45 by 39
feet; init lie the skeletons of 17 nmen and 24 wonen. Here, too, none of the
skel etons shows signs of a violent death. There are glacier tonbs in the Andes,
ice tonbs in Siberia, group and individual graves in China, Sumeria, and Egypt.
Mumi es have been found in the far north and in South Africa And all the dead
were supplied with the necessities for a newlife, and all the tonbs were so

pl anned and built that they could survive for thousands of years.

Is it all nere coincidence? Are they all nerely individual fancies, strange
whi ns on the part of our ancestors? Or is there an ancient prom se of corporea
return that is unknown to us? Wio coul d have nmade it?

Sone 10, 000-year-ol d tonbs were excavated at Jericho, and a nunber of 8, 000-
year-ol d heads, nodeled in plaster of Paris, were found. That, too, is

astoni shing, for ostensibly this people did not know the techniques of pottery
maki ng. I n another part of Jericho whole rows of round houses were discovered.
The walls are curved in-ward at the top, |ike dones.

The omi potent carbon isotope C- 14, with the aid of which the age of organic
subst ances can be determ ned, gives dates with a maxi num of 10,400 years in this
case. These scientifically determ ned dates agree fairly well with the dates

whi ch the Egyptian priests transnitted. They said that their priestly ancestors
had di scharged their duties for nore than 11,000 years. Is this only a

coi nci dence, too?

Prehi storic stones at Lussac, France, forma particularly remarkable find. They
show drawi ngs of nen dressed in conpletely nbdern style, with hats, jackets, and
short trousers. Abbe Breuil says that the drawi ngs are authentic, and his
statenment throws the whole of prehistory into confusion. Wwo engraved the

st ones? Who has enough immgi nation to conceive of a cavenan dressed in skins who
drew figures fromthe twentieth century on the walls?

Sone really nmagnificent Stone Age paintings were found in 1940 in the Lascaux
caves in the South of France. The paintings in this gallery are as lively and
intact as if they had been done today, and two questions i mediately spring to
m nd. How was this cave illum nated for the | aborious work of the Stone Age
artists, and why were the walls decorated with these astonishing paintings?

Let the people who consider these questions stupid explain the contradictions.

If the Stone Age cavenen were prinmitive and savage, they could not have produced
t he astoundi ng paintings on the cave walls. But if the savages were capabl e of
pai nting these pictures, why should they not al so have been able to build huts
as shelter? The forenpst authorities concede that animals had the ability to
build nests and shelters mllions of years ago. But it obviously does not fit
into the working hypothesis to concede honp sapiens the sane ability as |ong ago
as that.

In the Gobi Desert, deep down bel ow the ruins of Khara Khota--not far fromthose
strange sand vitrifications which can only have taken place under the influence
of trenmendous heat- Professor Koslov found a tonb that is dated to about 12,000



years B.C. A sarcophagus contai ned the bodies of two rich men, and the sign of a
circle bisected vertically was found on the sarcophagus.

In the Subis Muntains on the west coast of Borneo a network of caves was found
t hat had been hol |l owed out on a cathedral-like scale. Anong these col ossal finds
there are fabrics of such fineness and delicacy that with the best will in the
wor | d one cannot imagi ne savages nmaki ng them Questions, questions,

guestions. ...

The first doubts are beginning to insinuate thensel ves into stereotyped

ar chaeol ogi cal theory, but what we need to do is to force breaches in the

thi cket of the past. Landmarks nust be set up agai n; wherever possible, a new
series of fixed dates nust be established.

Let me nmake it clear that | am not doubting the history of the last 2,000 years

here. I am speaking solely and exclusively of the nost renote antiquity, of the
bl ackest darkness of tinme, which | amstriving to illum nate by asking new
guesti ons.

Nor can | give any figures and dates show ng when the visit of unknown
intelligences fromthe universe began to influence our young intelligences. But
| venture to doubt the current datings applied to the rempte past. | would
suggest, on tolerably good grounds, placing the incident | amconcerned with in
the Early Pal eolithic Age-between 10,000 and 40,000 B.C. Qur hitherto existing
nmet hods of dating, including C 14, which nakes everyone so happy, |eave great
gaps as soon as we have to deal with periods of fewer than 5,000 years. The

ol der the substance to be exami ned, the nore unreliable the radi ocarbon nethod
is. Even recognized scholars have told ne that they consider the c-14 nethod to
be an out-and-out bluff, because if an organic substance is from 30,000 to
50,000 years old its age can be established anywhere between those limts.

These critical voices should be accepted only with linitations; neverthel ess, a
second dating nethod parallel to the C14 nmethod and based on the | atest
neasuri ng apparatus woul d unquesti onably be desirable.



8
Easter Island—Land of the Bird Men

The first European seafarers who | anded on Easter Island at the beginning of the
ei ghteenth century could scarcely believe their eyes. On this little plot of
earth, 2,350 nmiles fromthe coast of Chile, they saw hundreds of col ossa

statues lying scattered about all over the island. Wole nountain nmassifs had
been transforned, steel-hard volcanic rock had been cut through like butter, and
10, 000 tons of nassive rocks lay in places where they could not have been
dressed. Hundreds of gigantic statues, some of which are between 33 and 66 feet
hi gh and wei gh as nuch as 50 tons, still stare challengingly at the visitor
today--1i ke robots which seemto be waiting solely to be set in npotion again
Oiginally these col ossuses also wore hats; but even the hats do not exactly
help to explain the puzzling origin of the statues. The stone for the hats,

whi ch wei ghed nore than ten tons apiece, was found at a different site fromthat
used for the bodies, and in addition the hats had to be hoisted high in the air

Woden tablets, covered with strange hi erogl yphs, were also found on sone of the
statues in those days. But today it is inpossible to find nore than ten
fragnents of those tablets in all the nuseuns in the world, and none of the

i nscriptions on those still extant has yet been deci phered.

Thor Heyerdahl's investigations of these mysterious giants produced three
clearly distinguishable cultural periods, and the ol dest of the three seens to
have been the nost perfect. Heyerdahl dates sone charcoal remains that he found
to about A.D. 400. It has not been proved whether the fireplaces and remins of
bones had any connection with the stone col ossuses. Heyerdahl discovered
hundreds of unfinished statues near rock faces and on the edges of craters;

t housands of stone inplenents, sinple stone axes, lay around as if the work had
been abandoned quite suddenly.

Easter Island lies far away fromany continent or civilization. The islanders
are nore famliar with the noon and the stars than any other country. No trees
grow on the island, which is a tiny speck of volcanic stone. The usua

expl anation, that the stone giants were noved to their present sites on wooden
rollers, is not feasible in this case, either. In addition, the island can
scarcely have provided food for nore than 2,000 inhabitants. (A few hundred
natives live on Easter Island today.) A shipping trade, which brought food and
clothing to the island for the stonemasons, is hardly credible in antiquity.
Then who cut the statues out of the rock, who carved them and transported them
to their sites? How were they noved across country for mles without rollers?
How were they dressed, polished, and erected? How were the hats, the stone for
which cane froma different quarry fromthat of the statues, put in place?

Even if people with lively inmaginations have tried to picture the Egyptian
pyram ds being built by a vast army of workers using the "heave-ho" nmethod, a
simlar method woul d have been inpossible on Easter Island for |ack of manpower.
Even 2,000 nen, working day and ni ght, would not be nearly enough to carve these
col ossal figures out of the steel-hard vol canic stone with rudi nentary tool--and
at least a part of the population nmust have tilled the barren fields, gone
fishing, woven cloth, and wade ropes. No, 2,000 nen al one could not have made
the gigantic statues. And a | arger population is inconceivable on Easter |sland.
Then who did do the work? And how did they nanage it? And why do the statues
stand around the edge of the island and not in the interior? Wuat cult did they
serve?



Unfortunately, the first European missionaries on this tiny patch of earth

hel ped to ensure that the island' s dark ages stayed dark. They burned the
tablets with hieroglyphic characters; they prohibited the ancient cults of the
gods and did away with every kind of tradition. Yet thoroughly as the pious
gentl emen went to work, they could not prevent the natives fromcalling their

i sland the Land of the Bird Men, as they still do today. An orally transmtted
l egend tells us that flying nen | anded and lighted fires in ancient tinmes. The
| egend is confirmed by scul ptures of flying creatures with big, staring eyes.

Connections between Easter |sland and Ti ahuanaco automatically force thensel ves
upon us. There as here, we find stone giants belonging to the same style. The
haughty faces with their stoic expressions suit the statues-here as there. Wen
Franci sco Pizarro questioned the |Incas about Ti ahuanaco in 1532, they told him
that no man had ever seen the city save in ruins, for Tiahuanaco had been built
in the night of mankind. Traditions call Easter Island the "navel of the world."
It is more than 3,125 miles from Ti ahuanaco to Easter |sland. How can one
culture possibly have inspired the other?

Per haps pre-Inca nythol ogy can give us a hint here. In it the old god of
creation, Viracocha, was an ancient and elenental divinity. According to
tradition Viracocha created the world when it was still dark and had no sun; he
scul pted a race of giants from stone, and when they displ eased him he sank them
in a deep flood. Then he caused the sun and the nmoon to rise above Lake
Titicaca, so that there was light on earth. Yes, and then-read this closely-he
shaped clay figures of nen and animals at Ti ahuanaco and breathed life into
them Afterward, he instructed these living creatures of his own creation in

| anguage, custons, and arts, and finally flew some of themto different
continents which they were supposed to in-habit thenceforth. After this task the
god Viracocha and two assistants traveled to many countries to check how his
instructions were being followed and what results they had had. Dressed as an
ol d man, Viracocha wandered over the Andes and al ong the coast, and often he was
gi ven a poor reception. Once, at Cacha, he was so annoyed by his welcome that in
a fury he set fire to a cliff which began to burn up the whole country. Then the
ungr at ef ul peopl e asked his forgiveness, whereupon he extingui shed the flanes
with a single gesture. Viracocha traveled on, giving instructions and advi ce,
and many tenples were erected to himas a result. Finally he said good-bye in

t he coastal province of Manta and di sappeared over the ocean, riding on the
waves, but he said he intended to cone back

The Spani sh conqui stadors who conquered South and Central America came up

agai nst the sagas of Viracocha everywhere. Never before had they heard of
gigantic white nen who canme from sonewhere in the sky. Full of astonishnent,
they | earned about a race of sons of the sun who instructed mankind in all kinds
of arts and di sappeared again. And in all the | egends that the Spaniards heard,
there was an assurance that the sons of the sun would return.

Al t hough the American continent is the hone of ancient cultures, our accurate
know edge of Anerica is barely 1,000 years old. It is an absolute nmystery to us
why the Incas cultivated cotton in Peru in 3000 B.C., although they did not know
or possess the oom The Mayas built roads but did not use the wheel, although

t hey knew about it. The fantastic five-strand necklace of green jade in the
burial pyramd of Tikal in Guatemala is a mracle. A nmiracle because the jade
cones from China. The scul ptures of the O necs are incredible. Wth their
beautifully helneted giant skulls, they can be admired only on the sites where



they were found, for they will never be on showin a nuseum No bridge in the
country could stand their weight. W can nove smaller "nonoliths" weighing up to
fifty tons with our nmodern lifting appliances and | oaders, but when it comes to
hundr ed4onners |i ke these our technol ogy breaks down. But our ancestors could
transport and dress them How?

It even seens as if the ancient peoples took a special pleasure in juggling with
stone giants over hill and dale. The Egyptians fetched their obelisk from Aswan,
the architects of Stonehenge brought their stone bl ocks from sout hwest Wal es and
Mar | bor ough, the stonemasons of Easter |sland took their ready-nade nonster
statues froma distant quarry to their present sites, and no one can say where
some of the monoliths at Tiahuanaco come from Qur renote ancestors nmust have
been strange people; they liked making things difficult for thensel ves and

al ways built their statues in the npost inpossible places. Was it just because
they liked a hard life?

| refuse to think that the artists of our great past were as stupid as that.
They could just as easily have erected their statues and tenples in the

i medi ate vicinity of the quarries if an old tradition had not |aid down where
their works ought to be sited. | am convinced that the Inca fortress of
Sacsahuaman was not built above Cuzco by chance, but rather because a tradition
i ndicated the place as a holy spot. | amal so convinced that in all the places
where the nost anci ent monunental buil di ngs of manki nd were found t he nost
interesting and inportant relics of our past lie still untouched in the ground,
relics, noreover, which could be of trenmendous inmportance for the further

devel opnent of present-day space travel.

The unknown space travel ers who visited our planet many thousands of years ago
can hardly have been less farsighted than we think we are today. They were
convi nced that one day man woul d nake the nove out into the universe on his own
Initiative, using his own skills.

It is a well-known historical fact that the intelligences of our planet have
constantly sought for kindred spirits, for life, for corresponding intelligences
in the cosnos.

Present-day antennae and transnitters have broadcast the first radio i nmpulses to
unknown intelligences. Wien we shall receive an answer-in ten, fifteen, or a
hundred years-we do not know. W do not even know which star we shoul d beam our
nessage at, because we have no idea which planet should interest us nost. Were
do our signals reach unknown intelligences simlar to human beings? W do not
know. Yet there is nuch to support the belief that the information needed to
reach our goal is deposited in our earth for us. W are trying hard to
neutralize the force of gravity; we are experinmenting with elenmentary particles
and antimatter. Are we al so doing enough to find the data which are hidden in
our earth, so that we can at |ast ascertain our original hone?

If we take things literally, nuch that was once fitted into the npsaic of our
past with great difficulty becones quite plausible: not only the rel evant clues
in ancient texts but also the "hard facts" which offer thenselves to our
critical gaze all over the globe. Lastly, we have our reason to think with

So it will be man's ultimate insight to realize that his justification for

exi stence to date and all his struggles to advance really consisted in |earning
fromthe past in order to make hinself ready for contact with the existence in
space. Once that happens, the shrewdest, npbst die-hard in dual i st nust see
that the whol e hunan task consists ill colonizing the universe and that nan's



whol e spiritual duty lies in perpetuating all his efforts arid practica
experi ence. Then the prom se of the "gods" that peace will conme on earth and
that the way to heaven is open can cone true.

As soon as the available authorities, powers, and intellects are devoted to
space research, the results will make the absurdity of terrestrial wars
abundantly clear. Wien nmen of all races, peoples, and nations unite in the
supranational task of naking journeys to distant planets technically feasible,
the earth with all its mini-problens will f all back into its right relation
with the cosm c processes.

Cccultists can put out their |anps, alchem sts destroy their crucibles, secret
br ot herhoods take off their cows. It will no |onger be possible to offer man
t he nonsense that has been purveyed to himso brilliantly for thousands of
years. Once the universe opens its doors, we shall attain a better future

| base the reasons for ny skepticismabout the interpretation of our renote past
on the knowl edge that is available today. If | admt to being a skeptic, | nean
the word in the sense in which Thomas Mann used it in a lecture in the twenties:
"The positive thing about the skeptic is that he considers everything possible!"



9

The Mysteries of South America and Other Oddities

Al t hough | enphasized that it is not ny intention to call in question the

hi story of mankind during the last 2,000 years, | believe that the Geek and
Roman gods and al so nost of the figures in sagas and | egends are surrounded by
the breath of a very renpte past. Since nankind has existed, age-old traditions
have |ived on anong the various peoples. Mre recent cultures, too, provide us
with indications pointing to the renote, unknown past.

Ruins in the jungles of Guatemala and Yucatan can bear conparison with the

col ossal edifices of Egypt. The ground area of the pyram d of Cholula, 60 mles

south of the Mexican capital, is bigger than that of the pyram d of Cheops. The

pyramid field of Teotihuacan, 25 nmiles north of Mexico City, covers an area of

al nost 8 square miles, and all the edifices are aligned according to the stars.

The ol dest text about Teoti huacan tells us that the gods assenbl ed here and took
counci | about man, even before honp sapi ens exi sted!

The cal endar of the Mayas, the nost accurate in the world, has already been
nmenti 6ned, and so has the Venusian fornula. Today it is proved that all the
edifices at Chichen Itza, Tikal, Copan, and Pal enque were built according to the
f abul ous Mayan cal endar. The Mayas did not build pyram ds because they needed
them they did not build tenples because they needed them they built tenples
and pyram ds because the cal endar decreed that a fixed nunber of steps of a

buil ding had to be conpleted every 52 years. Every stone has its relation to the
cal endar; every conpl eted building conforns exactly to certain astrononica

requi renents.

But an absolutely incredible thing happened about A D. 600! Suddenly, and for no
apparent reason, a whole people left its laboriously and solidly built cities,
with their rich tenples, artistic pyramds, squares lined with statues, and
grandi ose stadiunms. The jungle ate its way through buildings and streets, broke
up the masonry, and turned everything into a vast |andscape of ruins. No in-
habi t ant ever returned there.

Let us pretend that this event, this enornous national migration, happened in
anci ent Egypt For generations the people built tenples, pyramids, cities, water
conduits, and streets according to cal endar dates; wonderful scul ptures were

| aboriously carved out of stone with primtive tools and installed in the
magni fi cent buil di ngs; when this work, lasting nore than a nmillennium was
finished, they left their homes and noved to the barren north. Such a procedure,
brought a little closer to the course of historical events that we are fanmliar
with, seens incredible because it is ridiculous. The nore inconprehensible a
procedure, the nore nunmerous the vague expl anati ons and attenpts at
interpretation. The first version put forward was that the Mayas nmi ght have been
driven out by foreign invaders. But who could have overconme the Mayas, who were
at the peak of their civilization and culture? No traces that coul d be connected
with a mlitary confrontati on have ever been found. The idea that the migration
coul d have been caused by a marked change in climate is well worth considering.
But there are no signs to support this view either. The distance covered by the
Mayas fromthe territory of the old to the borders of the new ki ngdom neasures
only 220 mles as the crow flies--a distance that woul d have been inadequate to
escape a catastrophical change in climte. The explanation that a devastating
epi dem c set the Mayas on the nove al so deserves serious exam nation. Apart from



the fact that this explanation is offered as one of many, there is not the
slightest proof of it. Was there a battle between the generations? Did the young
revolt against the old? Was there a civil war, a revolution? If we opt for one
of these possibilities, it is obvious that only a part of the popul ation, namely
t he defeated, would have left the country and that the victors would have
remained in their old settlenents. |Investigations of archaeol ogical sites have
not produced one proof that even a single Maya renmai ned behi nd. The whol e peopl e
suddenly emigrated, leaving their holy places unguarded in the jungle.

I should like to introduce a new note into the concert of opinions, a theory
that is not proved any nore than the other interpretations are. But regardless
of the probability of the other explanations, | venture to nake ny contri bution
boldly and with conviction

At some point in a very early period the Mayas' ancestors were paid a visit by
the "gods" (in whom | suspect space travelers). As a nunmber of factors support
the assunption, the ancestors of the American cultural peoples may perhaps have
immgrated fromthe ancient Orient But in the world of the Mayas there were
strictly guarded sacred traditions about astronony, mathematics, and the

cal endar! The priests guarded the traditional know edge because the "gods" had
given their word to return one day. They created a grandi ose new religion, the
religion of Kukul kan, the Feathered Serpent.

According to priestly tradition, the gods would cone back from heaven when the
vast buil dings were conmpl eted according to the | aws of the cal endar cycle. So
t he peopl e hastened to conplete tenples and pyranids according to this holy
rhyt hm because the year of conpletion was supposed to be a year of rejoicing.
Then the god Kukul kan woul d cone fromthe stars, take possession of the
bui | di ngs, and fromthen on |ive anong nanki nd.

The work was finished, the year of the god's return cane around-but nothing
happened. The peopl e sang, prayed, and waited for a whole year. Slaves and
jewelry, corn and oil, were offered up in vain. But heaven renmi ned dunb and
wi thout a sign. No heavenly chariot appeared; they could hear no rushing or
di stant thunder. Nothing, absolutely nothing, happened.

If we give this hypothesis a chance, the disappointnment of priests and people
nmust have been trenendous. The work of centuries had been done in vain. Doubts
arose. Was there a mistake in the calculation of the cal endar? Had the gods

| anded sonmewhere el se? Had they all nmade a terrible m stake?

| should nmention that the nystical year of the Mayas, in which the cal endar
began, goes back to 3111 B.C. Proofs of this exist in Mayan witings. If we
accept this date as proved, then there was only a gap of a few hundred years
between it and the beginning of the Egyptian culture. This | egendary age seens
to be genui ne, because the hyperaccurate Mayan cal endar says so over and over
again. If that is so, the calendar and the national migration are not the only
t hi ngs that make ne skeptical. For a conparatively new find starts off naggi ng
doubt s, too.

In 1935 a stone relief that very probably represents the god Kukumatz (in

Yucat an, Kukul kan) was found in Pal enque (O d Kingdom. A genuinely unprejudiced
| ook at this picture woul d make even the nost die-hard skeptic stop and think.
There sits a human being, with the upper part of his body bent forward like a
raci ng notorcyclist; today any child would identify his vehicle as a rocket. It
is pointed at the front, then changes to strangely grooved indentations |ike
inlet ports, widens out, and ternminates at the tail in a darting flame. The



crouchi ng being hinself is manipulating a nunber of indefinable controls and has
the heel of his left foot on a kind of pedal. His clothing is appropriate: short
trousers with a broad belt, a jacket with a nodern Japanese opening at the neck
and closely fitting bands at arns and | egs. Wth our know edge of sinilar
pictures, we should be surprised if the conplicated headgear were m ssing. And
there it is with the usual indentations and tubes, and sonething |ike antennae
on top. Qur space traveler--he is dearly depicted as one--is not only bent
forward tensely; he is also looking intently at an apparatus hanging in front of
his face. The astronaut's front seat is separated by struts fromthe rear
portion of the vehicle, in which symmetrically arranged boxes, circles, points,
and spirals can be seen

What does this relief have to tell us? Nothing? Is everything that anyone |inks
up with space travel a stupid fignment of the imagination?

If the stone relief from Pal enque is also rejected fromthe chain of proofs, one
must doubt the integrity which scholars bring to the investigation of
outstanding finds. After all, one is not seeing ghosts when one is analyzing
actual objects.

To continue with our series of hitherto unanswered questions: Wiy did the Myas
build their oldest cities in the jungle, and not on a river, or by the sea?
Tikal, for exanple, lies 109 niles as the crow flies fromthe Gulf of Honduras,
161 mles northwest of the Bay of Canpeche, and 236 nmiles as the crow flies
north of the Pacific Ocean. The fact that the Mayas were quite fanmiliar with the
sea is shown by the wealth of objects made of coral, nussels, and shellfish.

Why, then, the "flight" into the jungle? Wiy did they build water reservoirs
when they could have settled by the water? In Tikal alone there are 13
reservoirs with a capacity of 214,504 cubic yards. Wiy did they absol utely have
to live, build, and work here and not in sone nore "logically" situated place?

After their long trek the disappointed Mayas founded a new ki ngdomin the north.
And once again cities, tenples, and pyram ds arose according to the dates
prefixed by the cal endar

To give sonme idea of the accuracy of the Mayan cal endar, here are the periods of
time they used:

20 ki ns uinal or 20 days
18 ui nal s tun or 360 days
20 tuns katun or 7,200 days

20 kat uns

20 bakt uns

20 pi ctuns

20 cal abt uns
20 ki nchi |l tuns

baktun or 144, 000 days

pi ctun or 2,880,000 days

cal abtun or 56, 600, 000 days

ki nchiltun or 1,152, 000,000 days
atautun or 23, 040, 000, 000 days
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But the stone steps based on cal endar dates are not the only things that tower
above the green roof of the jungle, for observatories were built, too.

The observatory at Chichen is the first and ol dest round building of the Mayas
Even today the restored building | ooks |ike an observatory. The circular edifice
rises far above the jungle on three terraces; inside it a spiral staircase |eads
to the uppernpst observation post; in the dome there are hatches and openi ngs
directed at the stars and giving an inpressive picture of the firmanent at

night. The outer walls bear nmasks of the rain god ... and the i mage of a hunan
figure with w ngs.



Adm ttedly, the Mayas' interest in astronony is not sufficient notivation for
our hypothesis of relations with intelligences on other planets. The abundance
of hitherto unanswered questions is bew ldering: How did the Mayas know about
Uranus and Neptune? Wiy are the observation posts in the observatory at Chichen
not directed at the brightest stars? What does the stone relief of the rocket-
driving god at Pal enque nean? Wat is the point of the Mayan calendar with its
cal cul ati ons for 400, 000, 000 years? Were did they get the knowl edge required to
cal cul ate the solar and Venusian years to four decimal places? Wwo transnitted
their inconceivabl e astrononi cal know edge? |Is every fact a chance product of
the Mayan intellect or does each fact, or rather do all the facts added

toget her, conceal a revolutionary nessage for a very distant future, as seen
fromtheir point in tine?

If we put all the facts in a sieve and roughly separate the wheat fromthe
chaff, there are so many inconsistencies and absurdities left that research
needs spurring on to nake a | arge-scale new effort to solve at |east sonme of the
enor mous nunber of problems. For in our age research should no | onger renain
sati sfied when confronted with so-called "inpossibilities."

| have one nore, rather gruesome story to tell, the story of the sacred well of
Chichen Itza. Fromthe stinking nmud of this well Edward Herbert Thonpson
excavated not only jewelry and objects of art but al so the skel etons of youths.
Drawi ng on anci ent accounts, Diego de Landa stated that in times of drought the
priests used to make pilgrinmages to the well to appease the wath of the rain
god by throwi ng boys and girls into it during a solem cerenony.

Thonpson's finds proved Dr Landa's claim A horrifying story, which also brings

up nore questions fromthe bottomof the well. How did this water hole cone into
bei ng? Wiy was it declared a sacred well? Wiy this well in particular, for there
are several like it?

The exact counterpart of the sacred well of Chichen Itza exists, hidden in the
jungle, barely 76 yards fromthe Mayan observatory. Guarded by snakes, poisonous
m | lipedes, and troubl esone insects, the hole has the sane measurenents as the
"real" well; its vertical walls are equally weathered, overgrown, and swanped by
the jungle. These two wells resenble each other nost strikingly. The water is
the sane depth and the color shimrers fromgreen to brown and bl ood4ed in both
wel I's. Unquestionably the two wells are the sane age, and possibly they both owe
their existence to the inpact of neteorites. Meanwhil e, contenporary scholars
speak only of the sacred well of Chichen Itza; the second well, which is so
simlar, does not fit into their theories, although both wells are 984 yards
away fromthe top of the biggest pyranmid, the Castillo. This pyram d belongs to
t he god Kukul kan, the Feathered Serpent.

The snake is a synbol of nearly all Mayan buildings. That is astonishing, for
one woul d have expected a people surrounded by |uxuriant ranpant flora to | eave
flower motifs behind on their stone reliefs as well. Yet the | oathsonme snake
confronts us everywhere. Fromtime i menorial the snake has wound its way

t hrough the dust and dirt of the earth. Wy shoul d anyone concei ve of endow ng
it with the ability to fly? Prineval image of evil, the snake is condemed to
craw . How coul d anyone worship this repul sive creature as a god, and why coul d
it fly as well? Among the Mayas it could. The god Kukul kan (Kukumatz) presunably
corresponds to the figure of the later god Quetzal coatl. Wat does the Mayan

| egend tell us about this Quetzal coatl?

He cane from an unknown country of the rising sun in a white robe, and he wore a
beard. He taught the people all the sciences, arts, and custons, and |left very



wise laws. It was said that under his direction corncobs grew as big as a man
and that cotton grew already col ored. Wien Quetzal coatl had fulfilled his

m ssion, he returned to the sea, preaching his teaching en route, and boarded a
ship there which took himto the norning star. It is alnpost enbarrassing for ne
to nention in addition that the bearded Quetzal coatl also pronmised to return

Naturally there is no lack of explanations for the appearance of the wi se old
man. A kind of nessianic role is attributed to him for a man with a beard is
not an everyday occurrence in these |latitudes. There is even a daring version
whi ch suggests that the old Quetzal coatl was an earlier Jesus! That does not
convi nce ne. Anyone who arrived anmong the Mayas fromthe ancient world woul d
have known about the wheel for transporting nen and objects. Surely one of the
first actions of a sage, a god like Quetzal coatl, who appeared as m ssionary,

| awgi ver, doctor, and adviser on many practical aspects of life, would have been
to instruct the poor Mayas in the use of the wheel and the cart. In fact the
Mayas never used either

Let us conplete the intellectual confusion with a com pendium of oddities from
t he di m past.

In 1900 G eek sponge divers found an old weck | oaded with marbl e and bronze
statues off Antikythera. These art treasures were rescued, and subsequent

i nvestigati ons showed that the ship nust have foundered around the tinme of
Christ. Wen all the plunder was sorted out, it included a shapel ess |unp that
proved nore inportant than all the statues put together. Wen it had been care-
fully treated, scholars discovered a sheet of bronze with circles, inscriptions,
and cog wheel s and soon realized that the inscriptions nmust be connected with
astronony. Wien the nany separate parts were cleaned, a strange construction
cane to light, a regular nmachine with novabl e pointers, conplicated scal es or
dials and netal plates with witing. The reconstructed machi ne had nore than
twenty little wheels, a kind of differential gear, and a crown wheel. On one
side was a spindle that set all the dials in notion at varying speeds as soon as
it was turned. The pointers were protected by bronze covers on which |ong
inscriptions could be read. in the case of this "machine from Anti kythera," is
there the slightest doubt that first-class precision nmechanics were at work in
antiquity? Mreover, the nmachine is so conplicated that it was probably not the
first of its kind. Professor Solla Price interpreted the apparatus as a kind of
cal culating machine with the help of which the novenents of the noon, the sun
and probably other planets could be worked out.

The fact that the nmachine gives the year of its construction as 82 B.C. is not
so inportant It would be nore interesting to find out who built the first node
of this machine, this small-scal e planetarium

The Hohenstaufen Enperor Frederick Il is supposed to have brought back a nost
unusual tent fromthe east when he returned fromthe Fifth Crusade in 1229. In
the interior of the tent stood a clockwork notor, and people watched the
constellations in motion through the dome-shaped roof of the tent Once again, a
pl anetariumin olden tines. W accept its existence at that date because we know
that the necessary nechanical skills existed then. The idea of the earlier
planetariumirritates us be-cause in Christ's day the concept of a heaven with
fixed stars taking into account the rotation of the earth did not exist. Even

t he know edgeabl e Chi nese and Arabic astronomers of antiquity can give us no
hel p regarding this inexplicable fact, and it is undeniable that Galileo Galile
was not born until 1,500 years |later. Anyone who goes to Athens should not mss
the "machine from Anti kythera"; it is on viewin the National Archaeol ogica
Museum We possess only witten accounts of Frederick Il's tent planetarium



Here are sonme nore strange things that antiquity has bequeat hed us:

Qutline drawi ngs of animals which sinply did not exist in South America 10, 000
years ago, nanely canels and |lions, were found on the rocks of the desert
pl at eau of Marcahuasi 12,500 feet above sea | evel.

In Turkestan engi neers found sem circular structures made of a kind of glass or
pottery. Their origin and significance cannot be expl ai ned by the
ar chaeol ogi st s.

The ruins of an ancient town which nust have been destroyed by a great
catastrophe exist in Death Valley, in the Nevada Desert. Even today traces of
nel ted rocks and sand can be seen. The heat of a vol canic eruption woul d not
have been enough to nelt rocks--besides, the heat woul d have scorched the
buil dings first. Today only | aser beanms produce the required tenperature.
Strangely enough, not a blade of grass grows in this district.

Hadj ar el Guble, the Stone of the South, in the Lebanon wei ghs nore than
2,000, 000 pounds. It is a dressed stone, but human hands coul d certainly not
have noved it

There are artificially produced markings, as yet unexpl ained, on extrenely

i naccessi ble rock faces in Australia, Peru, and Upper Italy.

Texts on gol d pl aques, which were found at U in Chaldea, tell of "gods"
resembling men who cane fromthe sky and presented the plaques to the priests.
In Australia, France, India, the Lebanon, South Africa, and Chile there are
strange bl ack "stones" which are rich in alumnumand beryllium The npst recent
i nvestigations showed that these stones nust have been exposed to a heavy

radi oactive bonbardnent and hi gh tenperatures in the very renpte past.

Sunerian cuneiformtablets show fixed stars with planets.

In Russia archaeol ogi sts discovered a relief of an airship, consisting of ten
balls arranged in a row next to one another which stand in a right-angled frane
supported on both sides by thick colums. Balls rest on the columms. Anmong ot her
Russian finds there is a snall bronze statue of a hunanoid being in a bulky suit
which is hernmetically closed at the neck by a helmet. Shoes and gl oves are
equally tightly attached to the suit.

In the British Museumthe visitor can read the past and future eclipses of the
noon on a Babyl oni an tabl et.

Engravi ngs of cylindrical rocketlike machi nes, which are shown clinmbing skyward,
were discovered in Kunmng, the capital of the Chinese province of Yunnan. The
engravi ngs were on a pyranid which suddenly enmerged fromthe floor of Lake

Kunmi ng during an earthquake.

How i s anyone going to explain these and many ot her puzzles to us? Wen peopl e
try to dismiss the old traditions whol esal e as fal se, erroneous, mneaningl ess,
and irrelevant, they are nerely dodging the issue. It is equally unreasonable,
when all is said and done, to lunp all traditions together as inaccurate and
then make use of themwhen it happens to suit one's purpose. | think that there
is sonething cowardly about stopping one's eyes and ears to facts--or even
hypot heses--si nply because new concl usions mght win men away froma pattern of
t hought that has beconme famliar



Revel ati ons take place hourly and daily all over the world. Qur nodem neans of
conmuni cati on and transport spread discoveries all around the globe. Scholars of
all disciplines should inquire into reports fromthe past with the same creative
enthusiasmthat they bring to contenporary research. The adventure of the

di scovery of our past has finished its first phase. Now the second fascinating
adventure in human history begins with man's nmoving into the cosnos.
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The Earth’s Experience of Space

The question whet her space travel has any point has not yet been silenced in
di scussion. The partial or total neaningl essness of space research is supposed
to be proved by the banal assertion that people should not poke around in the
universe as long as there are still so nmany unsol ved probl enms on earth.

As | am anxi ous not to enter into the real mof scientific argument
unintelligible to the layman, | shall only give a few obvious and valid reasons
for the absol ute necessity of space research

Fromtinme inmrenorial, curiosity and the thirst for know edge have al ways been
the driving force for continuing research on the part of nman. The two questi ons,
VWHY di d sonet hi ng happen? and HONdid it happen? have al ways been the spur to
devel opnent and progress. W owe our present-day standard of living to the

per manent unrest that they created. Confortable nodern neans of transport have
removed the hardshi ps of journeys which our grandfathers still had to suffer
many of the rigors of manual |abor have been noticeably alleviated by machines;
new sources of energy, chenical preparations, refrigerators, various househol d
appl i ances, etc., have conpletely liberated us frommany activities that
formerly could be done only by human hands. The creations of science have becone
not the curse but the blessing of mankind. Even its nost terrifying offspring,
the atom bonmb, will turn out to be for the benefit of nankind.

Today science reaches many of its goals with seven-I|eague boots. It took 112
years for photography to develop to the stage of a clear picture. The tel ephone
was ready for use in 56 years, and only 35 years of scientific research were
needed to develop radio to the point of perfect reception. But the perfecting of
radar took only 15 years. The stages of epoch-maki ng di scoveries and

devel opnents are getting shorter and shorter; black-and-white television was on
view after 12 years' research, and the construction of the first atom bonb took
a nere 6 years. These are a few exanples from 50 years of technical progress--
magni fi cent and even a little frightening. Developnent will continue to reach
its targets faster and faster. The next hundred years will realize the mpjority
of mankind's eternal dreans.

The human spirit has made its way in the face of opposition and warnings. In the
face of the archaic witing on the wall saying that water was the fishes

el enent and air the birds' elenent, man has conquered the regi ons which were not
apparently intended for him Man flies, against all the so-called | ans of

nature, and he lives under water for nmonths in nucl ear-powered submarines. Using
his intelligence, he has made hinself wings and gills which his creator had not

i ntended for him

When Charl es Li ndbergh began his | egendary flight, his goal was Paris; obviously
he was not really concerned with getting to Paris; he wanted to denonstrate that
man could fly the Atlantic alone and unharnmed. The first goal of space trave

was the noon. But what this new scientific-cumtechnical project really wants to
prove is that man can al so nmaster space.

So why space travel ?



In only a few centuries our globe will be hopelessly and irrenedi ably
overpopul ated. Statistics already calculate a world population of' 8.7 billion
for the year 2050. Barely 200 years later it will be 50 billion, and then 335
men will have to live on one square kiloneter. It doesn't bear thinking about!
The tranquilizerlike theories of food fromthe sea or even cities on the floor
of the sea will prove inefficient renmedi es against the popul ati on expl osi on
sooner than their optinistic supporters would like to think. In the first six
nont hs of 1966 nore than 10, 000 people, who had tried in desperation to keep

t hensel ves alive by eating snails and plants, starved to death on the |ndonesian
i sland of Lombok. U Thant, Secretary Ceneral of the United Nations, estinmates
the nunber of children in danger of dying of hunger in India at 20,000,000, a
figure which backs up Dr. Hermann Mohler of Zurich's claimthat hunger is
reaching for world doni nation.

It has been proved that world food producti on does not keep pace with the growth
of population, in spite of the nost nodern technical aids and the | arge-scale
use of chemical fertilizers. Thanks to chenmistry, the present age also has birth
control products at its disposal. But what use are they if the wonen in

under devel oped countries do not use then? For food production could draw | eve
with the population increase only if it were possible to halve the birth rate in
ten years, i.e., by 1980. Unfortunately | cannot believe in this rationa

sol ution, because the "sound barrier" of prejudice, ostensibly due to ethica
notives and religious |aws, cannot be broken through as quickly as the calamty
of overpopul ation grows. Is it nore hunman or even divine to let mllions of
peopl e di e of hunger year after year than to save the poor creatures from being
bor n?

Yet even if birth control were to win through one fine day, even if cultivatable
areas were enlarged and harvests nultiplied by aids as yet unknown, even if
fishing supplied nmuch nore food and fields of algae on the ocean bed provided
nourishnent, if all this and a ot nore were to happen, it would all be only a
post ponenent, a putting off of the evil day for about 100 years.

I am convinced that one day men will settle on Mars and cope with the climtic
condi tions just as the Eskinps would do if they were transplanted to Egypt

Pl anets, reached by gigantic spaceships, will be populated by our children's
children; they will colonize new worlds, just as Anerica and Australia were
colonized in the conmparatively recent past. That is why we nust press on with
space research.

We nust bequeath our grandchildren a chance to survive. Every generation which
negl ects this duty is condeming the whole of mankind to death by starvation
some time in the future

It is no longer a question of abstract research which is of interest only to the
scientist. And let ne inpress on anyone who does not feel that he is responsible
for the future that the results of space research have already protected us from
athird world war. Has not the threat of total annihilation prevented the great
powers fromsettling opinions, challenges, and conflicts with a major war? It is
not necessary now for a Russian soldier to set foot on Arerican soil in order to
transformthe United States into a desert, and no Anmerican sol dier need ever die
in Russia, because an atom bonb attack nakes a country uni nhabitable and barren
owing to radioactivity. It may sound absurd, but the first intercontinenta

m ssil es guaranteed us conparative peace.

The view is occasionally put forward that the billions invested in space
research woul d be better spent on assisting devel opment. This viewis wong; the



i ndustrial nations do not give aid to underdevel oped countries purely on
charitable or political grounds; they also give it, understandably enough, to
open up new narkets for their own industries. The aid that the underdevel oped
countries require is irrelevant froma long-term point of view.

Approximately 1.6 billion rats, each of which destroyed about 10 pounds of food
a year, were living in India in 1966. Yet the state does not dare exterm nate
this plague, because the devout Indian protects rats. India also has a

popul ati on of 80, 000, 000 cows, which give no nmilk, cannot be harnessed as draft
ani mal s, and cannot be sl aughtered. In a backward country whose devel opnment is
hi ndered by so nany religious taboos and laws, it will take many generations to
sweep away all the life endangering rites, custons, and superstitions.

Here, too, the neans of communication of the age of space travel --newspapers,
radi o, television--serve progress and enlightennent. The world has becone
smal l er. W& know and | earn nore about one another. But to arrive at the ultimte
i nsight that national frontiers are a thing of the past, space travel was
needed. The resulting increase in technology will spread the realization that
the insignificance of peoples and continents in the dinensions of the universe
can only be a stinmulus and incentive to cooperative work on space research. In
every epoch manki nd has needed an inspiriting watchword that enabled it to rise
beyond the obvious problenms to the apparently unattainable reality.

A quite considerable factor which provides an inportant argunent for space
research in the industrial age is the appearance of new branches of industry, in
whi ch hundreds of thousands of people who |ost their jobs through automation now
earn their living. The space industry has already outstripped the autonobile and
steel industries as a pacesetter in the narket. Mre than 4,000 new articles owe
their existence to space research; they are virtually by-products of research
for a higher goal. These by-products have become an accepted part of everyday
life without anyone giving a thought about their origin. Electronic calculating
machi nes, mni-transmtters and mini-receivers, transistors in radio and

tel evision sets, were discovered on the periphery of research, and so were the
frying pans in which food does not stick. Precision instrunents in all aircraft,
fully automatic ground control systens and automatic pilots, and the rapidly
devel oped c9nputer are parts of the space research that has so many persecutors,
parts of a devel opnent program that al so have an effect on the private lives of
i ndi vi dual s. The things of which the |ayman has no idea are |egion: new wel ding
and lubricating processes in an absolute vacuum photoelectric cells and new
tiny sources of energy conquering infinite distances.

Qut of the flood of taxes which is poured into space research, the returns on
the vast investnment flow back to the taxpayer in a steady stream Nations that
do not participate in space research in any way will be overwhel med by the
techni cal revolution. Nanmes and concepts such as Tel star, Echo, Relay, Trios,
Mari ner, Ranger, and Syncom are signposts on the road of irresistible research
Since terrestrial supplies of energy are not inexhaustible, the space trave
programwi || al so becone vital one day, because we shall have to obtain
fissionable matter from Mars or some other planet in order to be able to
illuminate our cities and heat our houses. As atonic power stations provide the
cheapest form of energy al-ready today, industrial nass production will be fully
dependent on these stations only when the earth no | onger yields fissionable
matter. Fresh consequences of research overwhel mus daily. The leisurely

transm ssion of acquired know edge fromfather to son is over forever. A
technician who repairs a radio set that works by sinply pressing a button nust
know al|l about the technology of transistors and conplicated circuits that are
often printed on sheets of plastic. It will not be |ong before he also has to
deal with the tiny new conponents of microelectronics. What the apprentice is



taught today, the journeyman will have to fill out with new know edge. And even
if the man who was nmaster of his craft in the days of our grandfathers had

know edge to last his whole life, the master of the present and future wll
constantly have to keep on adding new skills to old. Wat was valid yesterday is
obsol ete tonorrow.

Even though it will take mllions of years, our sun will burn out and die one
day. It does not even need that terrible nonment when a statesman | oses his nerve
and sets the atomic annihilation apparatus in notion to cause a catastrophe. An
unascertai nabl e and unpredi ctabl e cosm c event could bring about the earth's
downfall. Man has never yet accepted the idea of such a possibility, and it nmay
be for that reason that he devoutly sought the hope of an afterlife of the
spirit and soul in one of the nmany thousand religions.

SO | suggest that space research is not the product of his free choice but that
he is following a strong i nner compul sion when he exam nes the prospects of his
future in the universe. Just as | proclaimthe hypothesis that we received
visits fromspace in the dimand distant past, | also assune that we are not the
only intelligences in the cosnos--indeed | suspect that there are ol der, nore
advanced intelligences in the universe. If | now al so assert that all the
intelligences are carrying on space research on their own initiative, | am
really noving into the world of science fiction for a nonment, knowi ng full well
that | amputting my head into a hornets' nest!

"Flying saucers" have been appearing on and off for at |east twenty years; in
the literature on the subject they are known as UFO s, unidentified flying
objects. But before | deal with the exciting subject of the mysterious UFO s, |
should just like to mention an inportant argunent used when the justification
for space travel is under discussion

It is said that research into space travel is unprofitable; no country, however
rich, can raise the enornmous amounts of noney needed wi thout risking nationa
bankruptcy. True, research per se has never been profitable; it is the products
of research that nmake the investment profitable. It is unreasonable to expect
profitabl eness and the anortization of research into space travel at its present
stage. No bal ance has been struck to show the return fromthe 4,000 by-products
of space research. To ne there is absolutely no doubt that it will give a return
such as has sel dom been given by any other kind of research. Wen it reaches its
goal, not only will it be profitable, but it will also bring the salvation of
manki nd from downfall in the literal sense of the word. Incidentally, a whole
series of COVBAT satellites are already sound conmmercial propositions.

In Novenber, 1967, the Gernman nmmgazi ne Der Stern said:

The majority of nedical |ife-saving machi nes cone from Anerica. They are the
product of the systematic evaluation of the results of atom c research, space
travel, and mlitary technology. And they are the product of a nove

col I aboration between industrial giants and hospitals in Anerica, which is

| eadi ng nedi cine to new triunphs al nost daily.

Thus the Lockheed Conpany whi ch nmakes Starfighters and the famus Mayo Cinic
cooperated to devel op a new system of nursing based on conputer techni ques. The
designers of North Anerican Aviation, follow ng suggestions by the nedica

prof essi on, are working on an "enphysema belt," which is intended to make it
easier for patients with lung trouble to breathe. NASA space authorities have
produced the idea for a diagnostic apparatus. The apparatus, actually conceived
to neasure the inpact of mcro-neteorites on space ships, registers mnute
nuscul ar spasns in certain nervous di seases.



Anot her |ife-saving by-product of Anmerican conputer technol ogy was the "heart-
beat nachine." Today nore than 2,000 Gernmans |ive with one of these apparatuses
in their chests. It is a battery-driven mni-generator which is introduced under
the skin. Fromit the doctors insert a connecting cable through the superior
vena cava to the right auricle of the heart. The heart is then stinulated to
rhyt hm cal novenents by regular surges of current. It beats. Wen the battery of
the "heart machine" is burned out after three years, it can be changed by a
conparatively sinple operation.

Ceneral Electric inproved this little mracle of nedical technol ogy | ast year
when it devel oped a two-speed nodel. If the wearer of this appliance wants to
play tennis or run to catch a train, he sinply noves a bar nagnet up and down
for a nonment over the spot where his built-in generator is |located. His heart
pronptly works at a hi gher speed.

Two nore exanpl es of by-products of space research.
Who still has the nerve to say that it is useless?

Under the headline "Stinmulus from Moon Rockets,'
contai ned the followi ng report in Novenber, 1967:

t he newspaper Die Zeit

The desi gns of space vehicl es devel oped for soft |andings on the noon have an
interiminterest for autonobile manufacturers, for the know edge of how such
desi gns behave under conditions which cause their destruction can be appreciably
i ncreased. Even though it will not be possible to nmake cars safe for the
passengers agai nst all kinds of collisions, the designs used with npobst success
in space travel can help to dimnish the risk when collisions occur. "Honeyconmb"
sheets, which are being used nmore and nore in nodemaircraft construction
guarantee high tensile strength with little weight. They have al so been
practically tested in autonobile manufacture. The floor of the experinmental gas-
turbi ne-driven Rover car is nmade of "honey-conbs."

Anyone who knows the present state of research and the inpetuous way in which it
devel ops can no longer tolerate sayings such as, "It will never be possible to
travel fromone star to another." The younger generation of our day will see
this "inmpossibility" becone reality. G gantic spaceships with incredibly

powerful notors will be built, as the Russians proved in 1967 when they
succeeded in coupling two unmanned spacecraft in the stratosphere. One sector of
space research is already working on a kind of protective screen, like an

el ectric rainbow, which is attached in front of the actual capsule and is

i ntended to prevent or deflect the inpact of particles. A group of distinguished
physicists is trying to detect what are known as tachyons, theoretical particles
whi ch are supposed to fly faster than |light and whose | ower speed limt is the
speed of light. Scientists know that tachyons must exist; it is now "only" a
matter of providing physical proof of their existence. Yet such proofs have
actual ly been produced for neutrinos and antimatter! Finally |I should like to
ask the die-hard critics in the chorus of opponents of space travel: Do you
really believe that several thousands of probably the cleverest nmen of our tine
woul d waste their inpassioned work on a pure Utopia or a trivial goal?

So let ne tackle UFO s boldly, ignoring the risk of not being taken seriously.
If I amnot taken seriously, | can at |east console nyself with the know edge
that I amin distingui shed conpany.

UFO s have been sighted in Anerica and over the Philippines, in Wst Germany and
el sewhere. Let us assune that 98 percent of the people who clainmed that they had



seen UFO s actually saw ball |ightning, weather balloons, strange cl oud

formati ons, new unknown types of aircraft, or even odd effects of |ight and
shade in the sky at twilight Undoubtedly, too, many people were the victinms of
mass hysteria. They clained to have seen sonething that sinply was not there.
And of course there were also the publicity-seekers who wanted to nake capita
out of their alleged observations and produce banner headlines for the press in
the silly season. If we reject all the crackpots, liars, hysterics, and
sensation-nmongers, there still remains a sizable group of sober observers,

i ncl udi ng peopl e whose jobs nake themfaniliar with celestial phenonena. A

si npl e housewi fe may have made the sane mstake as a farner in the Wld Wst.
But when, for exanple, a sighting of UFO s is nmade by an experienced airline
pilot, it is hard to dismss it as hunmbug. For an airline pilot is famliar with
m rages, ball lightning, weather balloons, etc. The reactions of all his senses,
including his first-class vision, are regularly tested; he is not allowed to
drink al cohol for sone hours before takeoff and during flights. And an airline
pilot is hardly likely to talk nonsense, because he would |l ose his nice, well-
paid job only too easily. Yet when not nmerely one airline pilot, but a whole
group of pilots (including Air Force nen), tell the sane story, we are bound to
listen to it.

I nmyself do not know what UFO s are; | do not say that they have been proved to
be flying objects bel onging to unknown intelligences, although there could be
little objection to such a supposition. Unfortunately | have never seen a UFO
with ny own eyes during ny worl dwi de travels, but | can reproduce here sone
credi bl e, authenticated accounts:

On February 5, 1965, the U. S. Departnment of Defense announced that the Specia
Division for UFO s had been instructed to investigate the reports of two radar
operators. On January 29, 1965, these two nen had spotted two unidentified
flying objects on their radar screen at the Naval Airfield in Maryland. These
obj ects approached the airfield fromthe south at the enornmous speed of 4, 350
nmles an hour. Thirty miles above the airfield the objects made a sharp turn and
qui ckly di sappeared out of radar range.

On May 3, 1964, various people at Canberra, Australia, including three

nmet eor ol ogi sts, observed a |arge shining flying object crossing the norning sky
in a northeasterly direction. During an interrogation by del egates of NASA the
eyewi t nesses descri bed how the "thing" had tunbled about in a strange way and
how a snmal |l er object had rushed at the large one. The snall object had given off
a red glow and then been obliterated, while the large "thing" had di sappeared
fromviewin a northwesterly direction. One of the meteorol ogists said
resignedly, "I've always ridiculed these UFO stories. Wat the hell am | going
to say now?"

On Novenber 23, 1953, an unidentified flying object was picked up on the radar
screen of the Kinross Air Base in Mchigan. Flight Lieutenant R W1 son, who
happened to be on a training flight in an F-86 jet aircraft, was given

perm ssion to chase the "thing." The radar crew watched W1 son pursuing the

uni dentified object for 160 mles. Suddenly both flying bodies nerged with one
an-other on the radar screen. Radio calls to WIson were unanswered. During the
next few days, the region in which the inexplicable event took place was conbed
for wreckage by search troops, and nearby Lake Superior was exam ned for traces
of oil. They found nothing. There was absolutely no trace of Flight Lieutenant
W1 son and his machi ne!

On Septenber 13, 1965, shortly before one in the norning, Police Sergeant Eugene
Bertrand canme across a distracted wonan at the wheel of her car in a bypass at



Exeter, New Hanpshire. The lady refused to drive on and clained that a gigantic
gl eam ng-red flying object had pursued her for ten mles to Route 101 and then
di sappeared into the forest.

The policeman, an elderly, |evel-headed nan, thought the lady was a hit crazy,
until he heard the same report from another patrol over his car radio. Speaking
from headquarters, his colleague Gene Toland ordered himto return there at
once. There a young nman told himthe same story as the |ady; he too had sought
refuge in the ditch froma glow ng red object.

Rat her unwillingly the men went on a car patrol, convinced that the whole sny
story woul d have a rational explanation. They searched the district for two
hours, then they set off on the return journey. They passed a field in which
stood six horses that suddenly stanmpeded madly out of it. Al nost simnultaneously
the region was bathed in glowing red light. "There. Look there!" shouted a young
policeman. Indeed, a fiery red object, which noved slowy and silently toward
the observers, was floating above the trees. Bertrand excitedly infornmed his
col | eague Tol and over the tel ephone that he had just seen the danmmed thing with
his own eyes. Now the farm near the road and the nei ghboring hill were al so
bathed in glowing red light. A second police car screeched to a halt next to the
nmen.

"God damm it!" stuttered Dave. "I heard you and Tol and yelling to each other
over the radio. | thought you'd gone crazy. But just |look at that!"

Fifty-eight qualified eyewi tnesses came forward during the investigation of the
nmysterious incident that was subsequently carried out. They included

net eor ol ogi sts and nenbers of the Coast CGuard-in other words, nen who as
reliabl e observers were scarcely likely not to be able to tell a weather ball oon
froma helicopter, or a falling satellite fromthe navigation lights of an
aircraft. The report contained factual statenments but did not give any

expl anation of the unidentified flying object.

On May 5, 1967, the nayor of Marliens in the Coted O, Monsieur Mlliotte

di scovered a strange hole in a field of clover 680 yards fromthe road. He found
traces of a circle with a dianmeter of 15 & 1/2 feet and a depth of 1 foot. Deep
furrows 4 inches deep ran out in all directions fromthis circle. They gave the
i npression that a heavy netal grating had been pressed into the ground. At the
end of the furrows were holes 1 foot 2 inches deep which nmight have been
impressed in the soil by "feet"' at the end of the netal grating. An
exceptionally curious feature was the violet-white dust which was deposited in
the furrows and holes. | have inspected this place near Marliens personally.
Ghosts could not have |left those traces!

What are we to make of this account? It is depressing what many peopl e--and
sonetinmes whol e occult societies--nmake out of their ostensible observations.
They only blur our view of reality and deter serious scholars fromdealing with
verified phenonmena because they are afraid of exposing thenselves to ridicule.

On Novenber 6, 1967, during a transm ssion by Ger-man tel evision on the subject
"I'nvasion fromthe Cosnps?" the captain of a Lufthansa aircraft told of an

i nci dent of which he and four menbers of the crew were eyew t nesses. On February
15, 1967, about ten to fifteen m nutes before landing in San Franci sco, they saw
close to their own machine a flying object with a dianmeter of about 33 feet that
shone dazzlingly and flew al ongside themfor sonme time. They sent their
observations to the University of Col orado, which for want of a better

expl anation surnised that the flying object was part of a previously |aunched



rocket falling to the ground. The pilot explained that with nore than a mllion
mles of flying experience he was as unable as his colleagues to believe that a
falling piece of netal could stay in the air for a quarter of an hour, have such
di mensions, and fly alongside an aircraft; he believed this explanation even

| ess since this unidentified flying object had been observable fromthe ground
for nearly three-quarters of an hour. The German pilot certainly did not give
the i npression of being a visionary.

Two reports from Di e Suddeut sche Zeitung, Minich, Novenmber 21 and 23, 1967:

Bel grade (From our own correspondent): Unidentified flying objects (UFO s) have
been sighted over various districts of southeast Europe during the last few
days. At the weekend an anateur astronomer photographed three of these gl eam ng
cel estial objects at Agram But while the experts were still giving their

opi nions of this photograph that was spl ashed across several colums of the
Yugosl avi an papers, nore UFO s have al ready been reported fromthe nountai nous
regi on of Montenegro, where they were even supposed to have caused severa
forest fires. These accounts cone mainly fromthe village of |vangrad where the
i nhabi tants swear black and blue that they have observed strange brightly
illum nated heavenly bodi es every evening during the |ast few days. The
authorities confirmthat several forest fires have occurred in this district but
so far cannot explain what started them

Sofia (UPI): A UFO has appeared over the Bulgarian capital of Sofia. According
to the report of the Bul garian News Agency BTA, the UFO could be recognized with
t he naked eye. BTA says that the flying body was "bigger than the sun's disc and
| ater took the shape of a trapeze." The flying body is supposed to have enitted
powerful rays. It was al so observed by tel escope in Sofia. A scientific

col | aborator of the Bulgarian Institute for Hydrol ogy and Meteorol ogy said that
the flying body apparently noved under its own power. It was flying about 18

m | es above the earth.

Peopl e bl ock the road to serious research by boundl ess stupidity. There are
"contact nen" who claimto be in communication with extraterrestrial beings;
there are groups who devel op fanciful religious ideas from hitherto unexpl ai ned
phenonena or build cranky phil osophies of Iife fromthemor even claimto have
recei ved orders for the salvation of mankind from UFO crews. Anpng the religious
fanatics, the Egyptian "UFO angel” naturally conmes from Mohanmed, the Asiatic
one from Buddha, and the Christian one directly from Jesus.

At the 7th International Wrld Congress of UFO Investigators, in the autum of
1967, Professor Hermann Oberth, the man known as "the father of space travel"
and the teacher of Wernher von Braun, said that UFOs were still "an extra-
scientific problem'; but, said Ooberth, UFO s were probably "spaceships from
unknown worlds," and to use his own words: "Qbviously the beings who man and fly
them are far ahead of us culturally, and if we go about things properly we can
learn a lot fromthem" Qoerth, who accurately predicted rocket devel opnent on
earth, suspects that the prerequisites for abiogenesis exist on other planets in
the solar system berth, a research scientist hinmself, demands that serious
scientists, too, should tackle problens that may seemfantastic at first.

"Schol ars behave |ike stuffed geese who refuse to digest anything else. They
sinmply reject new ideas as nonsense."

On Novenber 17, 1967, under the headline "Second Thoughts," Die Zeit said:

For years the Russians have ridiculed Wstern hysteria about flying saucers. Not
| ong ago Pravda contained an official denial that such peculiar celestia



vehi cl es existed. Now Air Force General Anatolyi Stolyakov has been appointed
director of a commttee which is to exanmne all reports of UFOs In this
connection the London Tinmes wites: "Wiether UFO s are the product of collective
hal | uci nati ons, whether they originate from Venusian visitors or are to be
understood as a divine revelation--there nust be an explanation for them

ot herwi se the Russians woul d never have set up a Conmttee of Inquiry."

The nost spectacul ar and puzzling incident connected with the phenonmenon of
"matter fromthe universe" took place at 7:17 on the norning of July 30, 1908,
in the Siberian Taiga. A fireball shot across the sky and was lost in the
steppe. Travelers on the Trans-Si berian Rail-way observed a gl owering mass which
noved from south to north. A thunderbolt shook the train, explosions followed,
and nost of the seisnographic stations in the world registered an appreciable
earth trenor. At lrkutsk, 550 mles fromthe epicenter, the needle of the

sei snograph went on quivering for nearly an hour. The noise could be heard over
a radius of 621 mles. Wole herds of reindeer were destroyed. Nomads were
whirled up into the air with their tents.

Not until 1921 did Professor Kulik begin to collect eyew tness accounts. Finally
he al so succeeded in collect-ing the money for a scientific expedition to this
sparsely popul ated region of the Taiga.

When t he expedition nenbers reached the stony Tunguska in 1927, they were
convinced that they would find the crater made by a gigantic neteorite. Their
conviction turned out to be quite wong. They saw the first trees wi thout tops
as much as 37 mles fromthe center of the explosion. The nearer they cane to
the critical point, the nore barren the district becane. Trees stood there |ike
shaved tel egraph poles; in the vicinity of the center even the strongest trees
had been snapped off outward. Lastly they found traces of a tremendous

confl agration. Pushing on farther north, the expedition became convinced that a
vast explosion rmust have taken place. Wen they cane across holes of all sizes

i n swanpy ground they suspected the inpact of neteorites; they dug and drilled
in the marshy ground without finding a single remmant, a piece of iron, a bit of
ni ckel, or a lunp of stone. Two years later the search was continued w th bigger
drills and inproved technical resources. They drilled to a depth of 118 feet

wi thout finding a single trace of any kind of meteoric material

In 1961 and 1963 two nore expeditions were sent to the Tunguska by the Sovi et
Acadeny of Sciences. The 1963 expedition was under the | eadership of the
geophysi cian Solotov. This group of scientists, now equi pped with the nost
nodern techni cal appliances, cane to the conclusion that the explosion in the
Si berian Tunguska nust have been a nucl ear one.

The type of an explosion can be determ ned when several physical orders of
magni tude that caused it are known. One of these orders of magnitude in the
Tunguska expl osi on was known in the vast anount of radiant energy enmitted. In
the Taiga the expedition found trees 11 mles fromthe center of the explosion
t hat had been exposed to radiation and set on fire by it at the nonent of
explosion. But a growing tree can catch fire only if the anpunt of radiant
energy per square centinmeter reaches 70 to 100 calories. Yet the flash of the
expl osion was so bright that it continued to cast secondary shadows at a

di stance of 124 miles fromthe epicenter!

From t hese neasurenents the scientists worked out that the radiant energy of the
expl osi on must have been around 2.8 x 10723 ergs. (The erg in science is the so-



cal l ed "neasurenent of work." A beetle weighing one gramperfornms 1 erg's worth
of work when it clinmbs a wall | centineter high.)

The expedition found branches and twigs on the tops of trees that had been
carboni zed, up to a range of eleven mles. Fromthis they concluded that sudden
heati ng had taken place. This was the result of an explosion, not a forest fire!
These carboni zati ons were found only where there had been no shadows to
interrupt the diffusion of the flash. Clearly and unquestionably it nust have
been a case of radiation. The sumof all these effects makes the force of 10723
ergs necessary for the gigantic devastation. This inmense energy corresponds to
the destructive power of an atom bonb wei ghing 10 negatons or

100, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000 ergs!

The investigations confirmed a nucl ear expl osion and rel egated to the real m of
fabl e expl anations such as the inpact of a comet or the fall of a great
neteorite

What expl anations are offered for this nucl ear explosion in the year 1908?

In March, 1964, an article in the reputable Leningrad paper Svesda put forward
the theory that intelligent beings living on a planet in the constellation
Cygnus had tried to nake contact with the earth. The authors, Genrich Altov and
Val enti na Shuraleva, said that the inpact in the Siberian Taiga was a response
to the col ossal explosion-like eruption of the vol cano of Krakatoa in the Indian
Ccean, which sent a large concentration of radio waves into the universe when it
erupted in 1883. The distant stellar beings had erroneously taken the radio
waves for a signal from space; so they had directed a | aser beam which was nuch
too strong, at the earth, and when the beamhit the earth's atnosphere high
above Siberia, it had turned into matter. | nmust admt that | do not accept this
expl anati on because it seens too far-fetched.

| amequally unable to accept the theory that seeks to explain the incident by
the inmpact of antimatter. Even though | believe that there is antimatter in the
depths of the cosnpbs, there cannot be any left in the Tunguska, because the
collision of matter and antinmatter results in their mutual dissolution

Mor eover, the possibility of a piece of antimatter reaching the earth without a
collision with matter on its long journey is very renote.

| prefer to adhere to the opinion of those who suspect that the nucl ear
expl osi on was caused by an unknown spaceship's energy pile bursting. Fantastic?
O course, but does that nean that it nust be inpossible?

There are shelves and shelves of literature about the Tunguska neteorites. One
further fact | want to enphasi ze: radioactivity around the center of the
explosion in the Taiga is twice as high--even today--as el sewhere. Carefu

i nvestigation of trees and their annual rings confirman appreciable increase in
radi oactivity since

1908.

Until a single, exact, indubitable scientific proof of the phenonenon--and nany
others--is produced, no one has the right to discard an explanation within the
bounds of credibility wi thout giving his reasons.

Qur know edge of the planets in our solar systemis rather conprehensive; Mrs
is the only planet on which "life" in our sense of the word nmight exist and then
only inlimted quantities. Man has set the theoretical boundary to the
possibility of life in this sense; this boundary is called the ecosphere. In our



sol ar systemonly Venus, the Earth, and Mars lie within the limts of the
ecosphere. Neverthel ess, we should renenber that the determination of the
ecosphere is based on our conception of life and that unknown life is by no
nmeans necessarily bound to our prenmises for [ife. Until 1962 Venus was
considered to be a possible hone for life. Then Mariner Il got w thin about
21,000 niles of Venus. According to the information it transmtted, Venus can
now be ruled out as a supporter of life.

It emerged from Mariner W reports that the average surface tenmperature on both
light and dark sides was 4200 C. Such a tenperature means that there could be no
water, only | akes of nolten nmetal on the surface. The popul ar i dea of Venus as
the twin sister of the earth is over and done with, even though the carbureted
hydrogen present could be a culture nediumfor all Kkinds of bacteria.

It is not long since scientists claimed that life on Mars is inconceivable. For
sone time now that has becone "is scarcely conceivable." For after the
successful reconnai ssance mni ssion by Mariner Wwe nmust concede, even if
reluctantly, that the possibility of Iife on Mars is not unlikely. It is also

wi thin the bounds of possibility that our nei ghbor Mars had its own civilization
untold mllennia ago. In any case the Martian nmoon Phobos deserves specia
attention.

Mars has two nmoons: Phobos and Deinos (in Geek, Fear and Terror). They were
known | ong before the American astrononmer Asaph Hall discovered themin

1877. As early as 1610 Johannes Kepl er suspected that Mars was acconpani ed by
two satellites. Although the Capuci ne nonk Schyrl may have claimed to have seen
the Martian nmoons a few years earlier, he nmust have been mistaken, for the tiny
Martian nmoons could not possibly have been seen with the optical instrunents of
his day. A fascinating description of themis given by Jonathan Swift in A
Voyage to Laputa and Japan, which forms Part I1l of Qulliver's Travels. Not only
does he describe the two Martian noons, but he also gives their size and orbits.
This quotation cones from Chapter 3:

[ The Laputan astrononers] spend the greatest part of their lives in observing
the celestial bodies, which they do by the assistance of glasses far excelling
ours in goodness. For although their |argest tel escopes do not exceed three
feet, they magnify much nore than those of a hundred yards anmong us, and at the
sane time show the stars with greater clearness. This advantage bath enabl ed
themto extend their discoveries nmuch further than our astrononers in Europe for
t hey have nade a catal ogue of ten thousand fixed stars, whereas the |argest of
ours do not contain above one third part of that nunber. They have |ikew se

di scovered two | esser stars, or satellites, which revolve about Mars, whereof
the innernost is distant fromthe centre of the primary planet exactly three of
the diameters, and the outernost five; the fornmer revolves in the space of ten
hours, and the latter in twenty one and an half; so that the squares of their
periodical tines are very near in the sanme proportion with the cubes of their

di stance fromthe centre of Mars, which evidently shows themto be governed by
the sane | aw of gravitation, that influences the other heavenly bodi es.

How coul d Swift describe the Martian satellites when they were not discovered
until 150 years |l ater? Undoubtedly the Martian satellites were suspected by sone
astrononers before Swift, hut suspicions are not nearly enough for such precise
data. W do not know where Swift got his know edge.

Actually these satellites are the smallest and strangest nmoons in our solar
system They rotate in alnost circular orbits above the equator. If they reflect
t he sane anmount of |ight as our noon, then Phobos nust have a dianmeter of 10



nmles and Dei nbs one of only 5 mles. But if they are artificial npbons and so
reflect still nore light, they would actually be even smaller. They are the only
known nmoons in our solar systemthat nmove around their nother planet faster than
she herself rotates. In relation to the rotation of Mars, Phobos conpletes two
orbits in one Martian day, whereas Deinbs noves only a little faster around Mars
than the planet itself rotates.

In 1862, when the earth was in a very favorable position in relation to Mars,
peopl e sought in vain for the Martian satellites-they were not discovered unti
fifteen years later! The theory of planetoids came up because severa
astrononers suspected that the Martian noons were fragnments from space which
Mars had attracted. But the theory of planetoids is untenable, for both the
Martian nmoons revolve in al nost the sanme pl anes above the equator. One fragnent
from space mght do that by chance, but not two. Finally, neasurable facts
produced the nodern satellite theory.

Russi an scientist |I. S. Shklovskii and renowned Anerican astronomer Carl Sagan
in their book Intelligent Life in the Universe, published in 1966, accept that
t he noon Phobos is an artificial satellite. As the result of a series of
nmeasur enents, Sagan canme to the concl usion that Phobos nust be holl ow and a
hol | ow nbon cannot be nat ur al

In fact, the peculiarities of Phobos' orbit bear no relation to its apparent
nmass, whereas such orbits are typical in the case of hollow bodi es. Shkl ovski i
director of the Departnent of Radio-Astronony in the Mdscow Sternberg

Astrol ogical Institute, nade the same statement after he had observed that a
pecul i ar unnatural acceleration could be confirned in the nmovenent of Phobos.
This acceleration is identical with the phenonenon which has been established in
the case of our own artificial satellites.

Today peopl e take these fantastic theories of Sagan and Shkl ovskii very
seriously. Further Martian probes are planned, also intended to take the
bearings of the Martian noons. In the years ahead, the Russians intend to
observe the nmovenments of the Martian noons from several observatories.

If the view supported by reputable scientists East and West that Mars once had
an advanced civilization is correct, the question arises: Wy does it no |onger
exi st today? Did the intelligences on Mars have to seek a new environnment? Did
their hone planet, which was | osing nore and nore oxygen, force themto | ook for
new territories to settle? Was a cosm ¢ catastrophe responsi ble for the downfal
of the civilization? Lastly, were some of the inhabitants of Mars able to escape
to a nei ghboring planet?

In his book Worlds in Collision, published in 1950 and still rmuch discussed in
scientific circles, Imuanuel Velikovsky declared that a giant conet had crashed
into Mars and that Venus had been formed as a result of this collision. Hs
theory can be proved if Venus has a high surface tenperature, clouds containing
car bureted hydrogen, and an anomal ous rotation. Evaluation of the data provided
by Mariner Il confirms Velikovsky's theory. Venus is the only planet which
rotates "backward," i.e., the only planet that does not follow the rules of our
sol ar systemas do Mercury, the Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and

Nept une.

But if a cosmically caused catastrophe is a possible reason for the destruction
of a civilization on the planet Mars, that would al so provide naterial for ny
theory that the earth nay have received visits fromspace in the very renote
past. The thesis that a group of Martian giants perhaps escaped to earth to



found the new culture of honb sapiens by breeding with the senmi-intelligent
beings living there then becomes a specul ative possibility. Since the gravity of
Mars is not as strong as that of the earth, it can be assumed that the build of
Martian nen was heavier and bigger than that of the earth men. If there is
anything in this argunent, we could have the giants who cane fromthe stars, who
coul d nove enornous bl ocks of stone, who instructed men in arts still unknown on
earth, and who finally died out.

Never have we known so little about so nmuch as today. | amcertain that the
theme Man and Unknown Intelligences will remain on the agenda of research unti
every puzzle that can be solved has found an answer.
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The Search for Direct Communication

At 4 o' clock one April morning in 1960, an experiment began in a lonely valley
in West Virginia. The big 85-foot radi o-tel escope at Green Bank was trai ned on
the star Tau Ceti, 11.8 light-years away. Young Anerican astrononer Dr. Frank
Drake, who enjoys considerable fame as a scientist, acted as | eader of this
project. He wanted to tune in to the radio transm ssions of other civilizations
in order to pick up signals fromunknown intelligences in outer space. The first
series of experinents lasted 150 hours. They passed into history as Project Ozma
(after the princess of the mythical |and of Oz), although it was a failure. The
experiment was broken off, not because sone of the participating scientists
expressed the view that there were no radi o transni ssions in space, but rather
because it was realized that at the time there was no apparatus sensitive enough

to reach the desired goal. Ozma will not be the only experinment of its Kkind.
I nstrunents have been erected on the nmoon, as of July, 1969, and nore are to
cone in subsequent visits by astronauts. They will be able to scan the

i measur abl e spaces between the stars for radio signals, free fromterrestria
i nterference.

However, it must be asked whether the search for radio signals really hel ps our
space research and whether it night not be nore practical for us to do the
sendi ng of radio signals into space. O course, we cannot expect unknown
intelligences to understand Russian or Spanish or English and to be sitting
there waiting to be contacted.

There remain three possibilities by which we can nake oursel ves known:

mat henati cal synbols, |aser beans, and pictures. The first of these seens nost
likely to succeed. In order to send such synmbols we shall have to discover and
fix intergalactic wavel engths that stand a good chance of being received

t hr oughout the cosnps. 1420 megahertz woul d provide such a frequency, for that
is the radiation frequency of the neutral hydrogen that results fromthe

col lision of hydrogen atons. Since hydrogen is an elenent, this radiation
frequency could be known throughout the universe. Besides, 1420 negahertz lies
outsi de the overcrowded scale of terrestrial wavel engths. The possibility of
errors and interference factors would be reduced to a minimum In this way radio
i mpul ses could be sent into space and if unknown intelligences exist they would
recogni ze them

In this connection a news itemfromDie Zeit, Decenber 22, 1967, is nost
interesting in the light of the actual noon landing in July, 1969. Under the
headl i ne "The Moon WI| Be Bonbarded by Flashes,” we read:

The di stance of the mobon fromthe earth is known to the nearest few hundred
yards, but astrononers refuse to be satisfied with that. So astronauts on one of
the first flights to the earth's satellite will take mirrors with them and set
themup there. These mrrors--like the corner of a room-will consist of three
reflecting planes standing at right angles to each other and will have the
property of returning any light that strikes themback to the source of the

l'i ght.

This mrror systemw ||l be bonbarded fromthe earth by a laser emtting flashes
of light each lasting for a hundred nmillionth of a second. The laser will be
used in conjunction with a tel escope with an aperture of 1.50 neters. The |ight



refl ected fromthe noon will be picked up by this telescope and led to a

phot ocopi er.

The di stance of the npbon can then be determned to one and a half neters from
t he known speed of light and the tine taken by a | aser beam for the journey

t here and back.

The sane kind of thing is also conceivable in reverse. Radi o waves have been
traversing the universe for a very long tine. If ny hypothesis is correct, isn't
it credible that unknown intelligences are al so announci ng t hensel ves to us? For
exanpl e, the radi ati on energy of CTA 102 suddenly increased in the autum of
1964; Russian astrononers informed the world that they had possibly received
signals froman extraterrestrial supercivilization. (Radio star CTA 102 was

i sted under catal og nunber 102 by radi o astrononers of the California Institute
of Technol ogy-hence its nane.)

The astronomer Sholomitski said in the | ecture roomof the Sternberg
Astrological Institute in Moscow on April 13, 1965: "At the end of Septenber and
t he begi nning of Cctober, 1964, the radiation energy from CTA 102 was nuch
stronger, but only for a short time, then it dimnished again. W registered
this and waited. Toward the end of the year the intensity of the source suddenly
i ncreased again; it reached a second peak exactly 100 days after the first
record was taken." Hi s chief, Professor |I. S. Shklovskii, added that such
fluctuations in radiation were very unusual

Meanwhi | e Dutch astrophysicist Maarten Schnidt has found out by exact

nmeasurenents that CTA 102 nust be about 10 billion light-years fromthe earth
That nmeans that if the radio beans originated fromintelligent beings, they nust
have been radiated 10 billion years ago. But according to the cal cul ati ons of

present -day research, our planet sinply did not exist at that time. This
real i zation could nmean a kind of coup de grace to the search for other living
bei ngs in the universe.

But if the search for life in the universe had no chance of success,
astrophysicists in Anerica and Russia, at Jodrell Bank, England, and at Stockert
near Bonn in Gernmany would not be concentrating their research on what are known
as radio stars and quasars with enornmous directional antennae. The fixed stars
Epsilon Eridiani and Tan Ceti are respectively 10.2 and 11.8 |ight-years away
fromus. So radio waves ainmed at these "neighbors” would be about 11 |ight-years
under way, and an answer fromthem coul d reasonably reach us in 22 years. Radio
comuni cations with nmore distant stars would take correspondi ngly | onger
civilizations situated at di stances reckoned in mllions of |light-years are
quite unsuitable to contact by nmeans of radio waves. But are radi o waves our
only technical nmeans of naking such attenpts?

For exanple, we could also nmake ourselves optically noticeable. A powerful |aser
beam directed at Mars or 3upiter could not remain unnoticed, provided that
intelligent living beings are in existence there. ("Laser" is the abbreviation
for "light anplification by the stinulated emni ssion of radiation.") Another
sonmewhat fantastic-sounding possibility would be to cultivate vast areas of soi
so that trenendous col or contrasts appeared which at the same tinme represented a
geonetrical or nmathenatical synbol of universal validity. One audaci ous but
perfectly realizable idea: a gigantic equilateral triangle would have its 600-

m | edong sides sown with potatoes; in this enornpus triangle a circle would be
sown with wheat. In this way a vast yellow circle, surrounded by a green
equilateral triangle, would appear every sumrer. Incidentally, a npost useful and
producti ve experinment! But if there are unknown Intelligences that seek us as we



seek them the coloring of circle and triangle would be a hint to themthat

t hese shapes were no freaks of nature. Sonmeone has al so advocated erecting a
chain of |ighthouses which radiate their lights vertically. The resultant sea of
[ight should be arranged to have the shape of a nodel of an atom

There are all kinds of suggestions based on the prem se that soneone sonewhere
is watching our planet. Are we tackling the problemthe wong way by limting
ourselves to the kind of means suggested above?

However skeptical or antipathetic we may be to every-thing occult, we cannot
avoid looking into some as yet inexplicable physical phenonena, for exanple the
t hought transference between intelligent brains that is proved on a broad
scientific basis but not yet explained.

In the parapsychol ogi cal departnents of many inportant universities, previously
unexpl ai ned phenonena such as cl ai rvoyance, visions, and thought transference
are being Investigated with accurate scientific methods. In the process al

ghost and bogey stories from dubi ous occult sources or inspired by religious
mani a are separated and rejected. In this field of research, which was
absolutely taboo until quite recently, we have mmde inportant advances.

In August, 1959, the Nautilus experiment came to an end. It not only
denonstrated the possibility of thought transference but al so showed that nenta
conmuni cati on between human brai ns can be stronger than radi o waves. This was

t he experi ment:

Thousands of miles away fromthe "thought transmitter," the submarine Nautil us
di ved several hundred feet bel ow the surface. Al radi o comunications were
interrupted, for even today radi o waves do not penetrate to any appreciable
depth. On the other hand, mental communication between M. X and M. Y did
function.

After such scientific tests one asks oneself what else the human brain is
capable of. Can it make mental conmunications faster than |light? The Cayce
affair, which has passed Into the annals of scientific literature, stinulates
such suppositions.

Edgar Cayce, a sinple farmer's son from Kentucky, had no idea of the fantastic
capabilities that were hidden in his brain. A though he died on January 5, 1945,
doctors and psychol ogists are still busy evaluating his actions. The strict
Ameri can Medi cal Associ ati on gave Edgar Cayce perm ssion to hold consultations,
al t hough he was not a doctor.

Edgar Cayce fell ill in his early youth; he was wacked by cranps; high fever
was consum ng his body; he fell into a cona. Wile the doctors were trying in
vain to bring the boy back to consciousness, Edgar suddenly began to speak

loudly and clearly. He explained why he was ill, named sone renedi es which he

needed, and told themto prepare a paste fromcertain ingredients and smear his
spine with it. Doctors and rel atives were astounded because they had no idea
where the boy had got this know edge and the technical |anguage, which was quite
unknown to him Edgar got progressively and visibly better after treatment with
t he nedi cati ons he had named.

The incident was the talk of the state. Since Edgar had spoken in a comm, nany
peopl e suggested that he shoul d be hypnotized in order to "entice" suggestions
for cures fromhim Edgar would not have this at any price. Not until a friend



of his fell ill did he dictate a precise prescription using Latin words which he
had never heard or even seen before. A week later his friend was better again

If the first case was soon forgotten as a m nor sensation that was not to be
taken seriously scientifically, the second incident caused the AMA to set up a
conmi ssion which was to make reports if anything of the kind happened again and
to put down in witing every single detail. In a sleeping state Cayce had

know edge and abilities which would nornmally be the result only of nuch

consul tati on.

Once Cayce "prescribed"” for a very wealthy patient a nedicine that could not be
procured anywhere. This man put several advertisenents in widely circulating
newspapers, including international ones. A young doctor wote from Paris,
saying that his father had nade the nedicine years ago but that production had
| ong been di scontinued. The conposition of this medicine was identical with the
detail ed ingredients supplied by Edgar Cayce.

Later Cayce "prescribed" a nedicine and al so nanmed the address of a |aboratory
inatow a long way away. A telephone call showed that the preparation was just
bei ng devel oped. A fornula had been worked out, they were | ooking for a nane,
but it was not yet on sale to chem sts.

The professional doctors on the commi ssion were no believers in tel epathy; they
i nvesti gated soberly and objectively, verified what they observed, and knew t hat
Cayce had never had a nedical book in his hands in his |ife. Besieged on al
sides and fromall over the world, Cayce gave two consultations a day, always in
the presence of doctors and al ways wi thout accepting fees. H s diagnoses and

t herapeutical prescriptions were accurate, but when he canme out of his trance,
he coul d not renmenber what he had said. Wen doctors on the conmi ssion asked him
how he arrived at his diagnoses, Cayce supposed that he could put hinself in
contact with any brain required and gather the informati on he needed for his

di agnoses fromit. But as the patient's brain knew exactly what his body | acked,
it was all very sinple. He asked the brain of the sick person and then he sought
out the brain in the world which could tell himwhat should be done. He hinself,
decl ared Cayce, was only a part of all brains.

An astonishing idea, which--transferred to the real mof technol ogy--would | ook
sonething like this. In New York a nonster conputer would be fed with all the
known data on physics. Wenever and from wherever the conmputer was interrogated,
it would give its answer in fractions of a second. Another conputer m ght be in
Zurich with the whol e of nedi cal know edge stored inside it. One In Mdscow woul d
be stuffed with all the facts about biology. Another in Cairo would have no gaps
inits astronomical know edge. In short all the know edge in the world, arranged
by branches, would be stored in various centers. Connected by radio, the
computer in Cairo, if asked for nedical information, would pass on the questions
to the conputer in Zurich in a hundredth of a second. Edgar Cayce's brain nust
have functioned in nmuch the same way as this perfectly credi ble and al ready
technically feasible conmputer |inkup

| now put forward the bold speculation: Wat if all (or even only a few highly
trai ned) human brains have unknown forms of energy at their disposal and possess
the ability to make contact with all living beings? W know frighteningly little
about the functions and potentialities of the human brain; but it is known that
only one-tenth of the cortex functions in the brain of a healthy man. Wat are

t he remai ni ng ni nedent hs doi ng? The fact that nmen have recovered from | ncurabl e
di seases by will power and nothing else is well known and scientifically
docunent ed. Perhaps a "gear" unknown to us has been engaged, setting an
additional tenth or twodenths of the cortex working. If we assume the fantastic



i dea that the strongest forns of energy operate in the brain, then a strong
nmental inpul se woul d be noticeabl e everywhere sinultaneously. If science
succeeds in making such a "wild" idea denpnstrable, it could nean that al
intelligences in the universe belong to the same unknown structure.

Let me give an exanple. If a strong electrical inmpulse is released at any point
inatank full of millions of bacteria, it is felt everywhere and by every
speci es of bacteria. The surge of current is perceived everywhere at the sane
nonent. | quite realize that this conparison is inperfect, for electricity is a
known form of energy and dependent on the speed of light. I amconcerned with a
formof energy that is available and effective everywhere sinultaneously. |

i mgi ne an as yet unidentified formof energy which will one day nake the

i nconpr ehensi bl e conpr ehensi bl e.

In order to give a senblance of probability to the extraordinary idea, | shal
gquote the report of an experiment carried out May 29 and 30, 1965. In its scope
and nature it nust be unique. On these two days 1,008 people concentrated at the
sanme tinme, indeed at the sane second, on pictures, sentences, and groups of
synbol s, which were "radiated" into the universe by themw th concentrated
power. The fact of the nass experinent is not the only astonishing thing-the
results are strange, too. None of the participants knew any of the others; they
lived hundreds of niles apart. Yet 2.7 percent of the participants answered on
forms that they had seen a picture, nanely the nodel of an atom Since collusion
on the part of the "guinea pigs" was inpossible, it is surprising that as many
as 2.7 percent should have seen the sane "nmental picture." Tel epathy? Hocus-
pocus? Chance? Admittedly, the whole thing is a science-fiction subject, but the
experiment, organized by scientists, did take place. It is quite obvious that we
don't know everything yet. The result of an experinment by a group of physicists
at Princeton University is equally Inexplicable. Wile investigating the

di sintegration of electronically neutral K nesons, they reached a result that
was theoretically inpossible because it contradicted a | ong-established
principle of nuclear physics.

One nore extraordinary exanple. Einstein's theory of relativity says that nass
and energy are only different fornms of one and the same phenonmenon (E=nt2). Put
simply, mass can literally be produced fromthe void. If a strong beam of energy
is shot past a heavy atom c nucl eus, the beam of energy disappears into the
strong electrical field of energy of the atom c nucleus and an el ectron and a
positron appear in its place. Energy in the formof a beam has changed into the
mass of two electrons. To the nmind that has not been trained scientifically the
process seens crazy, and yet it takes place exactly like that. There is nothing
to be ashanmed of if you cannot follow Einstein; one scientist called himthe
great solitary because he could discuss his theory with only a dozen or so of
hi s contenporari es.

After this excursion into the still unexplored fields of thought transference
and the functions of the human brain, let us turn back to our theme again

It is no longer a secret that in Novenber, 1961, in the National Radi o Astronony
bservatory at Green Bank, West Virginia, eleven authorities nmet at a secret
conference. Here, too, the thene of the conference was the question of the

exi stence of extraterrestrial intelligences. The scientists, anbng them G useppe
Cocconi, Su Shu Huang, Philip Mrrison, Frank Drake, Otto Struve, and Car

Sagan, as well as the Nobel Prize wi nner Melvin Calvin, collaborated at the end
of the conference on what is known as the Green Bank Fornula. According to this



formula there are at any nonent in our gal axy al one 50, 000, 000 different
civilizations which are either trying to get in touch with us or waiting for a
sign from ot her planets.

The terns of the Green Bank Fornula take into account all the aspects in
qguestion, but in addition the scientists allotted two values to each term a
normal val ue adm ssible according to our present state of know edge and an
absol ute m ni mum val ue.

N = R(+)f(p)n(e)f(I)f(i)f(c)L

In this fornul a:
R(+) = the average annual nunber of new stars that are |ike our sun

f(p)

n(e) = the average nunber of planets which orbit the ecosphere of their sun
and so have adequate premi ses for the devel opment of life by human standards;

the nunber of stars with possible Iiving beings;

f(l) = the nunmber of planets favored in this way on which life has actually
devel oped;

f(i) = the number of planets which are populated by Intelligences with their own
ability to act during the lifetime of their sun

f(c) = the number of planets inhabited by intelligences that already have a
devel oped technical civilization

L =the life-span of a civilization, for only very long-lasting civilizations
coul d encounter each other, given the vast distances in the universe.

If we take the | owest possible figures for all terns in this formula, we get: N
= 40.
But if we take the adm ssi bl e maxi nrum val ue, we get: N = 50, 000, 000.

In other words, in the nost unfavorable case the fantastic Green Bank Fornul a
cal culates that there are forty groups of intelligences in our MIky Way who are
seeking contact with other intelligences.

The npbst audaci ous possibility gives 50,000,000 unknown intelligences who are
wai ting for a sign fromthe cosnos. Al the Green Bank cal cul ati ons are based
not on present astronomcal figures but on the nunber of stars In our MIky Wy
since it existed.

If we accept the forrmula of this scientific brain trust, civilizations with nore
advanced technol ogi es than ours may have exi sted hundreds of thousands of years
ago--a fact that supports the theory put forward here of visits by "gods" from
the cosmps in the dawn of time. American astrobiologist Dr. Carl Sagan assures
us that according to statistical calculations alone the possibility exists that
our earth may have been visited by representatives of an extraterrestria
civilization at least once In the course of its history. Fantasy and wi shfu

t hi nking nay be concealed in all the deliberations and suppositions, but the
Green Bank Formula is a mathematical formula and thus far renmoved from nmere
specul ation.

A new branch of science is in the process of formation--what is known as
exobi ol ogy. New branches of science always find it difficult to achieve



recogni ti on. Exobiol ogy would certainly find it harder to find acceptance if
recogni zed personalities were not already devoting their work to this new field
of research which tackles extraterrestrial life with conplete inpartiality. What
better proof of the seriousness of this new science than a group of the nanes
whi ch subscribe to it:

Dr. Freeman Qui nby (chief of the NASA exobiol ogical progranm), Ira Blei (NASA),
Joshua Lederberg (NASA), L. P. Smith (NASA), R E. Kaj (NASA), Richard Young
(NASA), H S. Brown (California Institute of Technol ogy), Edward Purcel
(professor of physics at Harvard University), R N Bracewells (Radio Astronony
Institute of Stanford), Charles Townes (Nobel Prize for physics, 1964), |. S
Shkl ovskii (Sternberg Institute, Mdscow), N S. Kardashev (Sternberg Institute,
Moscow), Sir Bernard Lovell (Jodrell Bank), Wrnher von Braun, Hermann Oberth,
Von Braun's teacher, Ernst Stuhlinger, Eugene Sanger, and many ot hers.

These nanes are representative of many thousands of exobiol ogists all over the
world. The desire of all these nen is to break through the taboos, to tear down
the walls of |ethargy which until now have al ways surrounded the desert areas of
research which are specifically singled out in this book. In the face of a" the
opposi tion, exobiol ogy exists, and one day it nay becone the nost interesting
and inmportant field of research.

But how can a proof of life in the universe be produced until sonmeone has been
there? There are statistics and calculations that definitely favor the idea of
extraterrestrial life. There is the evidence of bacteria and spores in space.
The search for unknown intelligences has begun but has not yet produced results
that are neasurabl e, denonstrable, and convincing. What we need are
verifications of theories--proofs of suppositions still disqualified ash Utopian
today. NASA has a research programready that is intended to produce evi dence of
unknown life in the cosnps. Eight different probes, each one as unique as it is
conplicated, are to show evidence of life on planets in our solar system

The foll owing are the probes pl anned:

Optical Rotary Dispersion Profiles
The Mul tivator

The Vidi con M croscope

The J-Band Life Detector

The Radi oi sot ope Bi ochem cal Probe
The Mass Spectroneter

The Wl f Trap

The U traviol et Spectrophotoneter

A few hints as to what is bidden behind these technical titles that are double
Dutch to the | aynman

Optical Rotary Dispersion Profiles is the nanme of a | aboratory probe with a
rotary searchlight. Once | anded on a planet, this light begins to emt beans and
search for nolecules. Ml ecules are well-known prerequisites for every kind of
life. One of these nolecules is the |arge spiral-shaped DNS nol ecul e, which
consi sts of three chenical conbinations arranged next to one another: nitrogen
sugar, and phosphoric acid. Wen the radiated |ight strikes such a nolecule, the
search beamis interrupted, because the nitrogen base adenin in chenica

associ ation with sugar has an "optically active" effect Since the sugar
conbination in the DNS nolecule is "optically active," the search beam of the
probe has only to encounter a sugar-adenin conbination to produce an i medi ate



signal that, automatically sent to earth, would provide proof of life on an
unknown pl anet.

The Multivator consists of a probe weighing barely 1 pound which is carried by a
rocket as |ight baggage and ejected when near the planet. This nminiature

| aboratory is then in a position to conduct as many as fifteen different
experiments and transmt their results to earth.

The Radi oi sot ope Bi ochemical Probe is the official nane of a probe devel oped
under the nickname Gulliver. It is intended to carry out a soft landing on the
surface of another planet and i medi ately afterward to shoot out three 45-
foot4ong sticky ropes in various directions. In a few mnutes these ropes wl|
be automatically withdrawn Into the probe; whatever stays clinging to the ropes-
-dust, nicrobes, or any kind of biochen cal substances--will be imersed in a
liquid culture nedium A part of this culture solution is enriched with the

radi oacti ve carbon isotope C 14; the mcroorgani snms i ntroduced would logically
have to produce carbon di oxide, Co2, through their netabolism The gas carbon

di oxi de can easily be separated fromthe liquid culture and |l ed to a nmeasuring
appar at us which neasures the radioactivity of the gas containing C 14 nuclei and
radios the results to earth.

The Wl f Trap, a nmini-laboratory, was originally called Bug Detector by its
inventor, but his collaborators rechristened it because their chief is called
Prof essor Wl f Vishniac. The Wolf Trap is al so supposed to nake a soft | anding
on anot her planet and then extend a vacuumtube with a very fragile tip. Wen
the tube touches the ground, the tip breaks and soil sanples of all kinds wll
be sucked into the vacuum created. Once again the probe contains various sterile
cul ture nedi uns whi ch guarantee every kind of bacteria a rapid growth. This

nmul tiplication of the bacteria nakes the |iquid mediumcloudy, and the pH val ue
(the degree of acidity) of the liquid al so changes. Both changes can be easily
and accurately neasured-the cloudiness of the liquid with the help of a beam of
[ight and a photocell, the change in the acid content by an electrical pH
nmeasur enent These results woul d al so enable us to nmake concl usi ons about

exi sting unknown |ife.

Mllions of dollars will be spent on the NASA program and coordi nated research
for the Investigation and proof of extraterrestrial life. The first bioprobes
will be sent to Mars. Undoubtedly man will soon follow the m ni-Ilaboratories
which are the forerunners. The senior officials of NASA are unani nbus in saying
that the first astronauts will land on Mars by Septenber 23, 1986, at the
latest. This precise date has a reason. 1986 will be a year with little solar
activity. Dr. Von Braun supports the view that nmen could I and on Mars as early
as 1982; NASA does not lack the technical resources, only an adequate and
unbroken financial grant from Congress. In addition to all the current Anerican
responsibilities, two noney swal |l owers such as the war in Vietnam and the space
program are a heavy burden for even the richest nation in the world.

The plan for travel to Mars exists. The Mars spaceship has been designed. It
"only" needs to be built as well. A nodel of it stands on the desk of an unusua
man in Huntsville--Dr. Ernst Stuhlinger. Stuhlinger is director of the Research
Proj ect Laboratory, which is part of the George C. Marshall Space Flight Center
in Huntsville, Al abama. He enploys nore than 100 scientific collaborators in his
| aboratories. They experiment in plasma-, nuclear-, and thernophysics and al so
occupy thenselves with the basic research for projects pointing into the future.
The research for the electric rocket notor of the future is forever linked with
the nane of Dr. Stuhlinger. He is the designer of the Mars spaceship which wll
carry men to the red planet in our century.



Dr. Stuhlinger was brought to the United States soon after Wirld War |l by his
friend Dr. Wernher von Braun; in Fort Bliss they nade rockets for the Air Force.
Accomnpani ed by 162 fell ow countrymen, the two rocket pioneers noved to
Huntsvill e after the outbreak of the Korean War in order to conjure up a project
such as even Anerica, accustoned as it is to gigantonmani a, has never seen
bef or e.

In those days Huntsville was a snmall, sleepy nest on the edge of the Appal achi an
Mountains. Wth the arrival of the rocket men the little cotton town turned into
a circus. Factories, rocket testing platforns, |aboratories, giant hangars, and
corrugated iron offices shot up fromthe ground breathtakingly fast in a few
years. Today nore than 150,000 people live in Huntsville; the little town has
awakened fromits sleep and its inhabitants have beconme enthusiastic space fans.
When the first Redstone rockets thundered away fromthe testing platform many

Huntsvillites ran down into their cellars in panic. Nowadays, when a Saturn
rocket is tested and a roar fills the air as if the world were conmng to an end
in the next second, nobody takes any notice. Huntsvillites always carry their

earplugs with them just as Londoners carry their unbrellas. They call their
town sinmply Rocket City, and if Congress does not grant the hundreds of

t housands of millions of dollars denmanded for space travel, they get bad4enpered
and start agitating. They have every reason to be proud of their "Germans" and
NASA, for Huntsville has grown into the biggest NASA center of all. Here the
rockets that make headlines all over the world are thought up and desi gned, from
the little Redstone to the gigantic Saturn V. At |launching, the tanks are filled
wi th some 880, 000 gal |l ons of highly expl osive fuel, which devel ops a propul sive
force of 150, 000,000 horsepower. The giant rocket weighs alnbst 3,000 tons. In
Huntsvill e sonme 7,000 technicians, engineers, and scientists of related

di sci plines are working under Wrnher von Braun toward the great goal, the
conquest of space. In 1967 about 300,000 scientists of all kinds were working on
America's gl obal space program Moyre than 20,000 industrial firns are working
for the greatest research undertaking in history.

When | visited Huntsville, Austrian scientist Dr. Pscherra told nme that the
research groups constantly had to devel op new "articles" which had never before
been produced anywhere in the world.

"Look here!"' he said and showed a | arge cylinder from which came a bumm ng,
runmbling noise. "In there we are conducting lubricating experinments in an

absol ute vacuum Do you know that we cannot use any of the countless lubricants
produced in the world? They lose all their lubricating qualities in space. Wth
avai |l abl e lubricants even a sinple electronotor stops functioning after at nost
hal f an hour in airless space. Wiat else could we do but invent a |ubricant

whi ch works perfectly even in an absol ute vacuun"

A terrible groaning and whining came from another room Two trenmendous vises,
firmy anchored to the floor, were trying to pull a four-inch-thick sheet of
netal to pieces.

"Anot her series of experinents that we would willingly dispense with," said Dr.
Pscherra, "but our experience has shown that existing netal alloys do not stand
up to the stresses of space. So we nust find ones that neet our requirenents.
That is the reason for these tensile probes and fatigue experinments under every
concei vabl e ki nd of space situation. W also have to devel op new wel di ng

techni ques. The wel ded joints nust be subjected to cold, heat, vibration
tensile-strength and pressure tests, so that we can find out the limts at which
a wel ded joint breaks."



The hostess who acconpani ed nme | ooked at her watch. Dr. Pscherra | ooked at his
wat ch. Everyone was | ooking at his watch. NASA personnel, of course, don't
notice it anynore; the visitor finds it curious at first, but he soon gets used
toit, for looking at one's watch is a standard gesture of NASA personnel at
Cape Kennedy, Houston, and Huntsville. They always seemto be niaking a
countdown: four... three ... .0... one ... zero.

Ri des and wal ks t hrough halls, corridors, and doors led, after nany nore
security controls, to M. Pauli, who also conmes from German-speaki ng Europe and
has been working for NASA for thirteen years. | had a white hel net bearing the
NASA synbol cranmed on nmy head; M. Pauli took me to the testing platform of the
Saturn V. The sinple words "testing platfornf mean a concrete col ossus that

wei ghs several hundred tons, is several stories high, has Ilifts and cranes
leading to it, and is surrounded by ranps in which a bew | dering network of many
mles of cables is installed. Once it is ignited, Saturn V nakes a din which can
be heard 12 miles fromthe | aunching ground. The testing platform deeply
anchored in rock and concrete, rises as nmuch as three inches fromits base
during such trials, while 333,000 gallons of water per second are punped through
a sluice for cooling purposes. Merely for cooling trial rockets on the testing
platform NASA had to build a punping works that could supply a city the size of
Manchester with drinking water. A single firing test costs a cool $14, 000, 000;
space does not come cheaply.

Huntsville jis one of the many NASA centers. The reader should note them because
| ater they may become the departure stations for space flights:

Army Research Center, Mffet Field, California

El ectroni cs Research Center, Canbridge, Massachusetts
Fl i ght Research Center, Edwards, California

CGoddard Space Flight Center, Geenbelt, Mryland
Propul si on Laboratory, Pasadena, California

John F. Kennedy Space Center, Florida

Langl ey Research Center, Hanmpton, Virginia

Lewi s Research Center, Ceveland, Onio

Manned Spacecraft Center, Houston, Texas

Nucl ear Rocket Devel oprment Station, Jackass Flats, Nevada
Paci fi c Launch Operations O fice, Lonpoc, California
Wal | ops Station, Wallops Island, Virginia

Western Qperations Ofice, Santa Monica, California
NASA Headquarters, Washington, D.C

The spaceship industry has | ong overtaken the autonobile Industry as a
pacesetter in the market. On July 1, 1967, 22,828 people were working at the
Cape Kennedy Space Center; the annual budget for this station alone ambunted to
$475, 784, 000 in 1967!

Al that because a few crazy people want to go to the moon? | think I have

al ready given sufficient convincing exanples of what we owe research into space
travel today (and these only as by-products), ranging from objects in everyday
use to conplicated nedi cal apparatus which saves people's lives every hour of
the day all over the world. The supertechnology in the course of devel opnent is
truly no scourge of mankind. It is carrying mankind into the future which begins
anew daily with seven-| eague boots.

The aut hor had a chance to ask Wernher von Braun for his opinion of the
hypot heses put forward in this book:



"Dr. Von Braun, do you consider it possible that we shall find |life on other
pl anets in our solar systen®?"

"l consider it possible that we shall come across |ower fornms of life on the
pl anet Mars."

"Do you consider it possible that we are not the only intelligences in the
uni verse?"

"I consider it extrenely probable that not only plant and animal life but also
intelligent living creatures exist in the infinite reaches of the universe. The
di scovery of such life is a nbst fascinating and interesting task, but

consi dering the enornous di stances between our own and ot her solar systenms and
the still greater distances between our gal axy and other gal actic systens, it is
doubt ful whether we shall succeed in proving the existence of such forns of life
or getting into direct comunication with them"”

"I's it conceivable that ol der, technically nore advanced intelligences live or
have lived in our gal axy?"

"Up to the present we have no proof or indication that ol der and technically
nore advanced |iving beings than ourselves live or have lived in our gal axy.
However, on the basis of statistical and philosophical considerations, | am
convi nced of the existence of such advanced |iving beings. But | nust enphasize
that we have no firmscientific basis for this conviction."

"I's there a possibility that older intelligences could have paid a visit to our
earth in the dimmsts of tinme?"

"I won't deny this possibility. But to the best of ny know edge no
ar chaeol ogi cal studies have so far provided any basis for that kind of
specul ation. "

Here ny conversation with the "father of the Saturn rocket" ended. | could not
tell himin detail about all the renarkabl e discoveries, the absurdities, the
ol d books handed down to us as unsol ved puzzl es--the countless questions that
archaeol ogi cal finds force upon us when considered with space eyes. But Dr. Von
Braun awaits the docunentation of this book.
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Tomorrow

VWere do we stand today?
WI Il man dom nate space one day?

Did unknown beings fromthe infinite reaches of the cosnbs visit the earth in
the renote past?

Are unknown intelligences somewhere in the universe frying to make contact with
us?

I's our age, with its discoveries that are taking the future by storm really so
terrible?

Shoul d the nost shattering results of research be kept secret?

W1l nedicine and biol ogy discover a way of restoring deep-frozen nen to life?
WIIl nmen fromearth col oni ze new pl anets?

WIIl they mate with the inhabitants they find there?

W1l nen create a second, third, and fourth earth?

W1l special robots replace surgeons one day?

WIIl hospitals in the year 2100 be spare-part stores for defective nen?

WIIl it become possible in the distant future to prolong man's life indefinitely
with artificial hearts, lungs, kidneys, etc.?

Wl Huxley's Brave New World conme true one day in all its inprobability and
chilling i nhumanity?

A compendi um of such questions could easily get as big as the New York tel ephone
directory. Not a day passes w thout sonething brand new being invented somewhere
in the worl d--every day another question can be struck fromthe |ist of

i mpossibilities as answered. Edi nburgh University received a prelimnary grant
of $6,480,000 fromthe Nuffield Trust for the devel opment of an intelligent
conputer. The prototype of this conmputer was put into conversation with a
patient, and afterward the patient would not believe that he had been talking to
a machine. Dr. Donald Mchie, who designed this conmputer, clained that his
machi ne was begi nning to devel op a personal life.

The new science is called futurology! Its goal is the planning and detail ed

i nvestigation and understanding of the future by all the technical and nenta
means avail able. Think tanks are springing up all over the world; what they
ampunt to are nonasteries of scientists of today, who are thinking for tonorrow
There are 164 of these think tanks at work in America al one. They accept

conmi ssions fromthe government and heavy industry. The nost cel ebrated think
tank is the Rand Corporation at Santa Monica in California. The U S. Air Force
was responsible for its foundation in 1945. The reason? Hi gh-ranking officers



wanted a research program of their own on intercontinental warfare. Some 850

sel ected scientific authorities now work in the two-story nagnificently |aid-out
research center. The first ideas and plans for the foundati ons of mankind' s nost
i mprobabl e adventures are born here. As early as 1946 Rand scientists eval uated
the mlitary useful ness of a spaceship. Wen Rand devel oped the program for
various satellites in 1951, it was called Utopian. Since Rand has been
functioning, the world can thank this research center for 3,000 accurate
accounts of hitherto unobserved phenonena. Rand scientists have published nore
than 110 books, which have advanced our culture and civilization inmeasurably.

There is no end in sight to this research work, and there is unlikely to be one.

Similar work for the future is being done in the followi ng institutes: The
Hudson Institute at Harnon-on-Hudson, New York; the Tenpo Center for Advanced
St udi es belonging to CGeneral Electric at Santa Barbara, California; the Arthur
Little Institute at Canbridge, Massachusetts, and the Battelle Institute at
Col unbus, Onio.

Covernments and bi g business sinply cannot manage w t hout these thinkers for the
future. Governnents have to decide on their mlitary plans far in advance; big
busi nesses have to calculate their investnents for decades ahead. Futurol ogy
will have to plan the devel opnent of capital cities for a hundred or nore years
ahead.

Equi pped with present-day know edge, it would not be difficult to estinmate, say,
t he devel opnent of Mexico for the next fifty years. In making such a forecast,
every conceivable fact would be taken into account, such as the existing

t echnol ogy, means of communication and trans-port, political currents, and

Mexi co's potential opponents. If this forecast is possible today, unknown
intelligences could certainly have made such a forecast for the planet Earth

10, 000 years ago.

Manki nd has a conpul sive urge to think out in advance and investigate the future
with all the potentialities at its conmand. Wthout this study of the future, we
woul d probably have no chance of unraveling our past. For who knows whet her

i mportant clues for the unraveling of our past do not lie around the
archaeol ogi cal sites, whether we do not tranple them heedl essly under foot
because we do not know what to nake of them

That is the very reason why | advocated a "Utopi an archaeol ogical year." In the
sane way that | amunable to "believe" in the wi sdomof the old patterns of
t hought, | do not ask others to "believe" my hypothesis. Neverthel ess, | expect

and hope that the tine will soon be ripe to attack the riddle of the past
wi t hout prejudice--nmaking full use of all the refinenments of technol ogy.

It is not our fault that there are nmillions of other planets in the universe.

It is not our fault that the Japanese statue of Tokomai, which is nany thousands
of years old, has nmodern fastenings and eye apertures on its hel net.

It is not our fault that the stone relief from Pal enque exists.
It is not our fault that Admiral Piri Reis did not burn his ancient naps.

It is not our fault that the ol d books and traditions of human history exhibit
so many absurdities.



But it is our fault if we know all this but disregard it and refuse to take it
seriously.

Man has a magnificent future ahead of him a future which will far surpass his
magni fi cent past. W need space research and research into the future and the
courage to tackle projects that now seem i npossi bl e. For exanple, the project of
concerted research into the past which can bring us val uable nenories of the
future. Menories which will then be proved and which will illuninate the history
of manki nd--for the bl essing of future generations.
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Unsolved Mysteries of the Past

The following photographs show some of the major mysteries on Earth which can now be
explained for the first time. As we enter the Space Age ourselves, we can recognize signs
of earlier technologies which left their imprint on our planet.

One of the maps found in the Topkapi Palace, Istanbul, in the library of Admiral Piri Reis
early in the eighteenth century. It shows the Americas and West Africa. Antarctica,
mapped at the bottom, conforms very closely to the land mass under theice, as revealed
by echo-sounding gear. In recorded history it has never been free of ice.



Azimuthal Equidistant Projection
Centered on Cairo

(Above): Cartographers projected the Piri Reis map onto a grid using the reference points
shown on the map. It then appeared virtually identical with this United States Air Force
map of the world on an equidistant projection based on Cairo.

(Below): Photo of the earth taken from Apollo 8 shows close similarity to the Piri Reis
map. The curious elongated shape of the Americas is particularly striking.



(Above): On the Plain of Nazcain Peru appear these strange markings. A view of the
plain showing that the markings (Incaroads say the archaeologist) lead nowhere.
(Below): The markingsin greater detail.



(Above): Another of the strange markings on the Plain of Nazca. Thisis very reminiscent
of the aircraft parking areas in a modern airport.

(Below): This huge 820-foot figure above the Bay of Pisco points to the Plain of Nazca
Could this be an aerial direction indicator rather than a symbol of religious significance?



The next five photographs are from South America, a continent teeming with ruins and
unexplained puzzles.

(Left): Part of a huge monolithic block weighing an estimated 20,000 tons. It can be
found at Sacsahuaman, Peru. What was its purpose? What titanic forces turned it upside
down? (Right): And what did these great steps lead to? A throne for giants perhaps.
(Below): Rock vitrification requires very high temperatures. What caused it in Peru?



(Above left and right): Part of the huge terrace walls at Sacsahuaman, Peru. Just look at
the incredible accuracy of the jointing. How could primitive people have handled these
huge blocks?

(Below left): In Bolivia near Santa Cruz are long concrete constructions. Could these
really be roads for people who did not use thewheel? (Below right): El Castillo at
Chichen Itza, Mexico. This has been constructed according to the Mayan calendar. The
91 steps on each side add up to 364, and the final platform gives 365.



(Above): This drawing was made in the temple at Copan. Could primitive imagination
have produced anything so remarkably similar to a modern astronaut in hisrocket? The
strange markings at the foot of the drawing can only be an indication of the flames and
gases coming from the propulsion unit. (Below): American astronauts today take up the
same position, their hands on controls, their eyes checking instruments.



(Above left): On the great idol is found information about astronomical phenomena
covering an immense span of time. (Above right): Once again what primitive people had
techniques for handling and accurately jointing such huge blocks of stone, in this case
water conduits 6 feet long and 1 Y2 feet wide? (Below): Thereis no recorded history of
Tiahuanaco. On the Gate of the Sun, carved out of a single 10-ton block, isthe
representation of aflying god flanked by forty-eight mysterious figures. Legend tells of a
golden spaceship which came from the stars.



Three curious things from Assyriaand one from Irag. A: The top cylinder seal shows the
god Shamasi. It is from the third millennium B.C. and shows stars and figures with
peculiar headgear. Why should ancient gods be associated with the stars? B: The second
cylinder isfrom the early first millennium B.C. The object in the center is described as a
sacred tree. It could just as reasonably be interpreted as a symbolic representation of the
construction of an atom, with an astronaut in afiery chariot above. We have afigure
within awinged circle and below the circle a representation of a propulsion unit. C: An
Assyrian crystal lens from the seventh century B.C. To grind such alensrequires a highly
sophisticated mathematical formula. Where did the Assyrians get such knowledge? D:
Finally, these very ancient fragments, now in the Baghdad Museum, have been identified
asthe remains of an electric battery.



(Above): Thistemple at Copan in Honduras is constructed according to the Mayan
calendar with afixed number of steps completed every 52 years. (Below): Drawing
from VVal Camonicain Northern Italy shows yet again the extraordinary obsession
primitive men had with figures in suits and unusual headgear.



(Above): A mummy from the Second Dynasty. (Below left): An American astronaut.
Perhaps the earliest space travelers also wore suits like this.  (Below right): Ancient
drawing from Tassili in the Sahara.



On July 21, 1969, a London bookmaker paid out 10,000 British pounds. Only five years
earlier he gave odds of athousand to one that man would not land on the moon before
1970. Two weeks after the moon shot, the Americans released photographs taken 2,000
miles away from Mars. Space travel had moved out of the realm of science fiction.
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