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Welcome
• This session will be recorded for educational and quality improvement 

purposes
• Please do not provide any protected health information (PHI) during any 

ECHO session
• Update your zoom name to include your name/org

Use the chat to ask introduce 

yourself, ask questions and 

share resources.

Engage and turn your 

camera on if you are able.

Use reactions & the 

raise hand feature.

Mute your microphone 

when not talking.

Limit distractions as 

best as possible.

Engage - ask questions, offer 

feedback, provide support.



Time Topic Presenter

7:30 – 7:35 AM Welcome/Announcements Patricia Flanagan, MD

7:35 – 7:55 AM Didactic Presentation Daniel Fitzgerald, MPH, ICPS
American Lung Association
Ashley  Fogarty, MPH
Rhode Island Department of Health

8:00 – 8:05 AM Questions All

8:05 - 8:25 AM Case Presentation & Discussion Marjorie Carges, MD
Coastal Medical Bald Hill

8:25 – 8:30 AM Wrap up; Evaluation; Announcements Patricia Flanagan, MD

Agenda



Today’s Faculty

Daniel Fitzgerald, MPH, ICPS
American Lung Association

• Director of Advocacy RI & MA
• Lead, RI Healthy Air Collaborative
• Prior Director of Tobacco-Free RI
• Executive Director, Chariho Youth Task Force
• Volunteer Service: 

• Board Chair, SADD National Inc. 
• Vice Chair, Wood River Health
• Vice Chair, Ocean Community YMCA
• Vice Chair, Vermont Certification Board
• Treasurer, Rhode Island Certification Board
• Community Advisor, Brown University SOPH

Ashley  Fogarty, MPH
Rhode Island Department of Health

• Asthma Program Manager  
• Rhode Island Asthma Control Program
• Center for Preventive Services
• Division of Community Health & Equity
• Rhode Island Department of Health



Disclosures

Session presenters have no financial relationships with a 

commercial entity producing healthcare-related products used on 

or by patients.

If CME credits are offered, all relevant financial relationships of 

those on the session planning committee have been disclosed and, 

if necessary, mitigated.



Learning Objectives

• Build an understanding about existing partnerships in Rhode Island 
surrounding healthy air, lung health, and asthma. 

• Learn about programs of the American Lung Association and Rhode 
Island Department of Health. 

• Learners will leave with ideas on how they can collaborate in ways 
mutually beneficial to them and others. 



American Lung Association 

a world free of 

lung disease

Defeat Lung Cancer

Champion Clean Air for All

Improve Access to Quality and Affordable Healthcare

Create a Tobacco-Free Future



State of the Air Report

For 23 years, the American Lung Association has 

analyzed data from official air quality monitors to 

compile the State of the Air report. The more you 

learn about the air you breathe, the more you can 

protect your health and take steps to make the air 

cleaner and healthier.

Launched April 22, 2022

Lung.org/SOTA





Content



Rhode Island Healthy Air Collaborative

• Engage: 
• Launched monthly health partners meeting with 18 partner organizations

• Educate: 
• Resource Distribution to all 309 Rhode Island Schools
• Community conversations / Table Events 
• Social /Print Media: 

• High Heat/Poor Air Quality Days: 892,501 impressions
• Postcard Mailer in target zip codes: 30,691 households 
• Providence Journal Zeroing in on Healthy Air article: 447,449 impressions

• Empower:
• Unbreathable: The Fight for Healthy Air screenings with facilitated community conversations

• Evaluate: 
• Public interest survey (399 participants)

March 2022 – August 2022



Rhode Island Asthma Control Program
• Rhode Island Department of Health 

• Division of Community Health & Equity
• Center for Preventive Services

• Funded by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
• Mission: To reduce the overall asthma burden and asthma health 

disparities in Rhode Island.
• RIACP serves as a unified access point for community-based services and 

interventions. 
• Home-based, school-based, and clinical-based services

• HARP
• Breathe Easy at Home 
• Project CASE/Draw a Breath
• Cool It Off 



National Asthma Control Program (CDC)

Exhale A Technical Package to Control Asthma (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/asthma/pdfs/EXHALE_technical_package-508.pdf


2021-2024 RI Asthma Strategic Plan

AsthmaStrategicPlan_061621.pdf

file:///C:/Users/Ashley.fogarty/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/XIMAV0JH/AsthmaStrategicPlan_061621.pdf


Home Asthma Response Program (HARP)



HARP-An Economic Case 

HARP referrals:  
1. Email* Ashley:  ashley.fogarty@health.ri.gov
2. contact Hasbro’s Community Asthma Program 

directly at 401-444-8340. 

*(use secure email if sending Protected Health 
Information – PHI) 

https://health.ri.gov/publications/brochures/Home-
Asthma-Response-
Program.pdf#:~:text=The%20Rhode%20Island%20De
partment%20of%20Health%E2%80%99s%20Asthma
%20Control,or%20hospital%20admissions%20for%20
children%20who%20have%20asthma.

mailto:ashley.fogarty@health.ri.gov
https://health.ri.gov/publications/brochures/Home-Asthma-Response-Program.pdf#:~:text=The%20Rhode%20Island%20Department%20of%20Health%E2%80%99s%20Asthma%20Control,or%20hospital%20admissions%20for%20children%20who%20have%20asthma


Breathe Easy at Home

The Breathe Easy At Home program
Housing conditions that contribute to breathing issues include peeling 
paint, mold, dust mites, secondhand smoke, pests, pets and other 
animals.
Gives healthcare providers, cities/towns, RIDOH, and landlords a chance 
to work together to improve living conditions in the home.

Who is eligible? Must meet all criteria below
1.Families with a child who has asthma
2.Live in Providence, Pawtucket, Central Falls, and Woonsocket
3.Currently rent their home or apartment



How to access BEAH:
•A referral from the child’s healthcare provider is necessary.
•Sign a consent form.
•An inspector from the city/town will call to schedule a visit to the home.
•For more information: https://health.ri.gov/projects/breatheeasyathome/

401-222-5960/ RI Relay 711
Doh.beah@health.ri.gov

What to expect:
•An inspection is done on the property, usually within 5 days of the referral.
•If violations are found, notification is posted on the property and is mailed (regular and certified) to 
the occupants and the owner or person responsible for the property.
•The owner or person responsible for the property is given between 24 hours and 30 days for the correction 
of violations (depending on violation type).
•A follow-up inspection is done after the time period allowed for the correction of violations end.
•The case is closed when the violations are corrected.

Breathe Easy at Home

https://health.ri.gov/projects/breatheeasyathome/
mailto:Doh.beah@health.ri.gov




• The city/town inspector will conduct all inspections.

• Inspections are scheduled on days and at times that are convenient for the tenants.

• The owner or person responsible for the property does not have to be present at inspections.

• Inspectors will also look for housing code violations that are not related to asthma.

• The owner or person responsible for the property has the right to appeal violations within ten days.

• The owner and the tenants will receive notification about follow-up inspections.

• If housing code violations are found, the healthcare provider who made the original referral will be routinely updated about the process of fixing these violations. 

• Landlord Retaliation
• Tenants are protected from retaliation by landlords for participating in BEAH. a

• Landlord retaliation is illegal.

• Information about tenant rights is available at:

RHODE ISLAND CENTER FOR JUSTICE

1 Empire Plaza, Suite 410

Providence, RI 02903

401-491-1101 ext. 810

www.centerforjustice.org
For more information, see the Rhode Island Landlord-Tenant Handbook:

https://www.sos.ri.gov/assets/downloads/documents/RI-landlord-tenant-handbook.pdf

Breathe Easy at Home

http://www.centerforjustice.org/
https://www.sos.ri.gov/assets/downloads/documents/RI-landlord-tenant-handbook.pdf


Breathe Easy at Home Referral Process 

Patient Referral 
by Provider

Inspector 
Schedules 

Appointment

Housing Code 
Inspection(s)

Property Owner 
Notified of 
Violation(s) Remediation of 

Triggers

Yes No

Outstanding 
Violation(s) 

Brought to Court

Follow-Up 
Inspection(s)

Case Closed



Breathe Easy at Home Referral Process 
(Detailed) 

Patient referral by 
provider in 

KIDSNET

Inspector 
schedules 

appointment

Housing Code 
Inspection(s)

KIDSNET 
generates e-mail 
to BEAH staff & 

Inspectors 

Assigned inspector 
logs into KIDSNET 

to view referral 

Inspector logs 
back into KIDSNET 

to document 
inspection 

KIDSNET generates e-
mail to BEAH staff, 

provider and 
inspectors 

Property owner 
notified of 
violation(s)

Remediation of 
violation(s)

Code inspector 
notified of 

remediation of 
violation(s)

Follow-up 
inspection(s)

BEAH Case Closed 



Breathe Easy at Home Referrals in 
KIDSNET



Breathe Easy at Home Referrals in 
KIDSNET



Breathe Easy at Home Referrals in 
KIDSNET



Breathe Easy at Home Referrals in 
KIDSNET



Community Asthma Program 
Director: Daphne Koinis Mitchell, Ph.D.

Director of Education: Barbara Jandasek, Ph.D.
Program Liaison: Miosotis Alsina

Controlling Asthma in School Effectively (CASE) Program
RATIONALE:

• 30% of the student body of each elementary school urban core cities 
of Providence, on average, has asthma

• School nurse teachers report half the children with asthma, on 
average, have rescue inhalers in school. 20% have asthma action 
plans in school

• The majority of children don’t self-carry 

despite self-carry regulation



Mission of Project CASE: School-based Intervention 

•Provide school-based asthma management education to 
students during school day to improve asthma outcomes

• Provide support and asthma management training to school 
personnel in urban settings

• Provide Environmental Feedback to School Administration

• Provide after-school asthma management education 
program to caregivers



CASE School-based Intervention

29

Faculty CASE

Education on asthma, 
classroom triggers, 
school asthma 
management

RI-AIR schools identified in high-risk polygons

Caregiver CASE

Education on school 
asthma management –
working with SNT, meds 
at school, triggers

English & Spanish

Child CASE

Age-appropriate 
education on asthma 
focused on school 
management, inhaler 
use, avoiding triggers

6+ years old

English & Spanish

Participant CASE School Staff CASE

Request updated AAP, 
upload to KIDSNET



CASE Components: School-based intervention
• Topics covered include:

• A review of central components of asthma 
management (e.g., symptom recognition, 
medication use)

• Focused school-specific asthma management 
education, for example:
• For students: A review of what to do when symptomatic 

across settings in school

• For caregivers: Caregiver collaboration with school staff

• Enhancing communication between school personnel 
and school nurse

• Improving children’s self-advocacy for asthma 
management within the school setting

• Discussion of asthma triggers specific to school setting



CASE has improved asthma outcomes: 
School-based Intervention

CASE outcomes show we were able to improve:

• Student’s knowledge of asthma as a result 
of the during the day classes

• Improve staff’s knowledge of asthma as a 
results of staff trainings

• Improve asthma knowledge, control and 
decrease ED visits as a result of our after-
school programs

Proprietary and Confidential 31



CASE Procedures
• Meet with school nurse, principal and other school staff to discuss 

logistics of CASE program components

• Provide marketing materials to school and discuss outreach methods

• Screen school children and identify those with asthma



CASE Coordination of Care Procedures

• Following completion of parental release and consent, send letter to 
children’s health care providers and school nurses describing child’s 
level of asthma control and enrollment in RI-AIR

• RI-AIR Community Health Worker (CHW) works with family and 
medical provider to obtain an updated Asthma Action Plan (AAP) for 
child

• CHW uploads AAP to KIDSNET, an online statewide child health 
information system maintained by Rhode Island Department of 
Health, to make it easily accessible to other health care providers 
(including school nurses) and improve coordination of care



Project CASE

• If school nurses are interested in receiving more information about 
RIACP’s school-based services, please contact the RI Asthma Control 
Program at: doh.asthma@health.ri.gov

mailto:doh.asthma@health.ri.gov


Cool It Off 

Referrals for Cool It Off: 
Email* or phone 
ashley.fogarty@health.ri.gov

or 401-222-6272

(*use secure email if sending 
Protected Health 
Information – PHI) 

mailto:ashley.fogarty@health.ri.gov


Resources

• Lung.org/Asthma

• Lung.org/SOTA

• About Asthma: Department of Health (ri.gov)

• RI Community Asthma Programs at Hasbro Children's Hospital 
(lifespan.org)

https://health.ri.gov/asthma/
https://www.lifespan.org/centers-services/community-asthma-programs


Questions?
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Questions? Contact information

• Daniel Fitzgerald - Daniel.Fitzgeral@Lung.org

• Ashley Fogarty - Ashley.Fogarty@health.ri.gov

mailto:Daniel.Fitzgeral@Lung.org
mailto:Ashley.Fogarty@health.ri.gov


Announcements & Reminders

Next Session Date: Feb 08th, 2023 @ 730am

Topic: Patient and Family Education

Presenter: June Tourangeau, Certified Asthma 
Educator

Case Presenter: Lina Roman, CHW



CME Credits 
(currently available for MDs, PAs, Rx, RNs and NPs)

41

• CME Credits – Please request session credits when filling out the 
evaluation at the end of the meeting.

• Evaluation/Credit Request Form:

The AAFP has reviewed ‘ECHO Series Focused on Best Practices and QI,’ and deemed it acceptable for AAFP credit. Term 
of approval is from 09/16/2022 to 09/16/2023. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent 
of their participation in the activity. NPs and RNs can also receive credit through AAFP’s partnership with the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) and the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners Certification Board (AANPCB).


