
THE NEXT CHAPTER IN TEXTBOOK 

AFFORDABILITY: 

A Conversation about Textbooks in Libraries

While we wait for others to join the Zoom session, please respond in the chat:
What’s the best book you’ve read in the past year or so?



AGENDA

• Review library textbook programs

• Acquisitions, Marketing, Assessment

• Looking forward – what's next?

• Time for questions and conversation

To ask questions, please raise your hand or type in the chat



MEET THE 
PANELISTS

• Mary Jo Orzech, Scholarly Communications 
Librarian – SUNY Brockport

• Jess Spooner, Associate Librarian
– SUNY Canton

• Rebecca Hewitt, Associate Librarian
– SUNY Polytechnic Institute

• Brenda Hazard, Library Director
– Hudson Valley Community College



POLL QUESTION:

What do you think the average (public, 4-year) 
U.S. student spends on textbooks each year?

Source: College Board

Ma, J., & Pender, M. (2022). (rep.). Trends in College Pricing and Student Aid 2022. New York, NY: College Board.



THE PROBLEM

Chart Source: Poritz, Jonathan. (2022, April). Inflation-adjusted Textbook Pain Multiplier for Decision-Makers. 
https://mathematikoi.net/p0/index.html

https://mathematikoi.net/p0/index.html


BACKGROUND OF 
YOUR PROGRAM

• What is the origin story of your textbook 
program?

• How does your campus (faculty, students, 
and administrators) support textbooks in the 
library?



ACQUISITION

• Where do you get your textbooks?
• Purchases (bookstore and vendors)
• Faculty Loans and Donations
• Surfacing content the library already has
• Other sources?



FUNDING

• Is your program funded?  
• What are your funding sources? 



MARKETING

• How is the program marketed to students?   
• How do students know where to find 

textbooks/which are available? 



SUNY THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK







EBOOKS

• Does your library purchase eBook Textbooks?  Please 
describe your program. 
• Looking at collection you already own 
• Purchasing through vendor (Proquest, ECM) 
• EBSCO Collection Manager accounts 
• eBook availability 



HVCC





IMPACT

• How do you assess your program? 
• Circulation/use 
• Return on Investment and measuring impact



Do you feel the library has a 
campus role in textbook access 

and affordability?

POLL QUESTION:



LOOKING FORWARD

• What are some barriers you see to maintaining or 
expanding your program?  

• What opportunities do you see for your program in 
the future? 



TIME FOR QUESTIONS



• Poly: https://sunypoly.edu/library/services/library-reserves.html
• Canton: https://researchguides.canton.edu/textbooks
• HVCC: https://libguides.hvcc.edu/reservetextbooks
• Brockport: https://today.brockport.edu/live/news/3954-course-reserves-

at-drake-library

Outside SUNY:
• Temple: https://guides.temple.edu/c.php?g=1014652&p=7350952
• Penn State: 

https://catalog.libraries.psu.edu/?search_field=all_fields&q=Textbook+Ed
ucational+Resource+Endowment

RESOURCES

https://sunypoly.edu/library/services/library-reserves.html
https://researchguides.canton.edu/textbooks
https://libguides.hvcc.edu/reservetextbooks
https://today.brockport.edu/live/news/3954-course-reserves-at-drake-library
https://guides.temple.edu/c.php?g=1014652&p=7350952
https://catalog.libraries.psu.edu/?search_field=all_fields&q=Textbook+Educational+Resource+Endowment
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