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Agenda

Topic Presenter(s) Time

Welcome and Review of Agenda Kim Nguyen-Leite, CTC-RI
Susanne Campbell, CTC-RI

7:30am-7:35am

Racism, anti-racism, and the DULCE 
approach

Charlyn Harper Brown, Center for the 
Study of Social Policy  (CSSP)
Patsy Hampton, CSSP

7:35am – 8:25am

Family Visiting Sara Remington, RIDOH 8:25am – 8:35am

Practice Updates Liz Cantor, CTC-RI
Coastal Toll Gate Pediatrics
CNE Family Care Center

8:35am – 8:55am

Next Steps Kim Nguyen-Leite, CTC-RI 8:55am – 9:00am
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Center for the Study of Social Policy

Racism, anti-racism, and the DULCE approach
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RIDOH

Family Visiting



Rhode Island Department of Health

Family Visiting Overview
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Getting to Know
Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH)Team

Office of Family Visiting

Sara Remington,
Program Manager

Carol Votta,
Professional Development 
and Training Coordinator

Sidra Scharff, 
Implementation Specialist

Pat Luce,
Data Analyst

Luisa DePina, 
Family Engagement Specialist

Kelsey Blinn,
Contract Manager/CQI 
Coordinator

Alex Busuito, 
First Connections Manager
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Family Visiting 101

Family Visiting Program 
• Foundational program is First Connections.  First Connections is RI 

developed, child-find short term linkage and referral program
• MIECHV and PDG federal funds to implement evidence-based 

programs (HFA, NFP, PAT)
• Voluntary, home-based service provided during pregnancy and 

through the early years of a child’s life 
• Services are administered by the Rhode Island Department of Health 

(RIDOH) with contracted local implementing agencies
• Services are offered statewide

Evidence-based programs: Nurse-Family Partnership (NFP), Healthy 
Families America (HFA) and Parents as Teachers (PAT)
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What can family visiting support?
• Accessing basic needs
• Connections to community resources, such as WIC, 

behavioral health
• Assistance with benefit applications
• Breastfeeding support
• Parenting support
• Social/emotional support
• Supporting early relational health
• Screenings, including maternal, depression, 

developmental screenings, substance use, IPV

Family Visiting 101
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Practice Updates
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Coastal Toll Gate Pediatrics

Team Members 

Lauren Landry, MSW Student, Family Specialist
Raymond Zarlengo, MD

Cynthia Walbridge, LICSW
Denise Green, RN

Stacey Nickerson, Practice Manager

• Family Specialist Training –
Brazelton Touchpoints/DULCE 
Portal

• Developing a training plan for the 
practice

• EMR/Documentation/Scheduling
• Interdisciplinary team 

meetings/Reflective Consultation 
• Enrollment of families

• Discuss what you feel has 
been successful

• Discuss any barriers you’ve 
experienced

• What questions do you have 
for our DULCE core team?

Planning and Implementation Successes & Barriers
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CNEMG Family Care Center

Team Members 

Jalyn Alzate, Patient Care Navigator, Family Specialist
Dr. Marybeth Sutter, MD

Debra Moorhead, Academic Social Worker
Margaret Lebeau, Nurse Care Manager

Nicole Quindazzi, Practice Manager
Monica Tawadros, Resident

• Family Specialist Training –
Brazelton Touchpoints/DULCE 
Portal

• Developing a training plan for the 
practice

• EMR/Documentation/Scheduling
• Interdisciplinary team 

meetings/Reflective Consultation 
• Enrollment of families

• Discuss what you feel has 
been successful

• Discuss any barriers you’ve 
experienced

• What questions do you have 
for our DULCE core team?

Planning and Implementation Successes & Barriers
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Questions/Comments
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Next Steps

Next Quarterly Learning Collaborative Meeting
July 12, 2023
7:30am-9am
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THANK YOU

www.ctc-ri.org

CTC-RI


