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\ogal profession: R€ on scientific research must refer
: _1 in the fashion expected in a particular
ments point to published infor-
a language .nd format that are accepted in

lists similarly obey conventions for identi-
ing their stories, and so on. The
fession to another, but their
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mation and use

business. Journa
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conventions differ from one pro
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learn to document sources. The proper use of a field’s pre-
documentation style is a sign of competence in a
writer. Among other benefits, it shows that the writer knows
the importance of giving credit where credit is due. It there-
tore helps the writer become part of a community of scholars
1ssures readers that the writer’s work can be trusted.

cumentation practices is also a key

demic integrity. However, avoiding charges
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PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

You may have heard or read about cases in which a politician,
a journalist, or another public figure was accused of plagia-
rism. No doubt you have also had classroom conversations
about plagiarism and academic dishonesty. Your school may
have an honor code that addresses academic dishonesty; it ak
most certainly has disciplinary procedures meant to address
cases of plagiarism. But you may nonetheless find Yourself
with questions: What 1s plagiarism? What ma o
offense? What does it look like? And how can
search and documentation practices help you

E.-
scrupulous’

avoid it?

What Is Plagiarism? 7
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reason. If a student fails to give credit for the work of others
In one project, how can a teacher trust any of the student’s
work? Plagiarism undermines the relationship between
teachers and students, turning teachers into detectives in-
stead of mentors, fostering suspicion instead of trust, and
making it difficult for learning to take place. Students who
plagiarize deprive themselves of the knowledge they wo-uld
have gained if they had done their own writing. Plfxgiaflsm
also can undermine public trust in educational institutions,

if students are routinely allowed to pass courses and receive
diplomas without doing the required work.

What Does Plagiarism Look Like? _
including buying
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Plagiarism can take a number of form ing work done by
Papers from a service on the e bglished sources
another student, and copying text from Pt
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you need not copy an authors

if you paraphrase sOme-
ing credit for their ori-
ine that you read
1I’s Promised

e World

:'_ . Jt’simportantto note that
~_ds to be guilty of plagiarism;
r arguments without giv
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e American Encounter with th
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;'American Exceptionalism as our founders conce ived it was
by what America was, at home. Foreign policy ex-

to defend, not define, what America was.
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If vou write the following sentence, you have plagiarized,
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en though you changed some of the wording:

~ For the founding fathers America’s
the country’s domestic identity, which foreign policy did

:ﬁ not shape but merely guarded.
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sentence, you have borrowed an author’s ideas with-
out acknowledgment. You may use the ideas, however, if you

sroperly give credit to your source:
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As Walter A. McDougall argues, for the founding fathers
America’s exceptionalism was based on the country’s
identity, which foreign policy did not shape but
guarded (37).
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In this revised sentence, which includes an in-text citation

_..-:_"_‘_ clearly gives credit to McDougall as the source of the
idea, there is no plagiarism.

[ F Y

B
U - g g
How Can You Avoid Plagiarism?
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Avoiding plagiarism begins with being scrupulous in your
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- ' and note-taking. Keep a complete and thorough
list of all the sources that you discover during your research
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and wish to use, linking each source to the Informag;,

glean from it, so that you can double-check that Yﬂurl;?u
acknowledges it. Take care in your notes to distinguish brek
tween what is not yours and what is yours, identifying ideas
and phrases copied from sources you consult, SUMMaries
of your sources, and your own original ideas. As yoy Write
carefully identify all borrowed material, including quoteg
words and phrases, paraphrased ideas, summarized argy.
ments, and facts and other information.

Most important is that you check with your instructor if

you are unsure about the way that you are using a particular
source.

Does Absence of Documentation Indicate Plagiarism?

Documentation is not required for every type of borrowed
material. Information and ideas that are common knowl-

edge 4Iong your readers need not be documented. Com-
mon knowledge includes informati

f on widely available in
r€lerence works, such as basic bio

graphical facts about
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