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From the District Chairman 

The real strength of Scouting in the Patriot District is at the unit level. Throughout the spring and summer 

it has been heartening to learn of the activities Troops and Packs are conducting to provide a strong program 

supporting all of our youth members. While Covid-19 has been disruptive, it is impressive to see how units have 

continued to provide activities for our Scouts and how our Scouts are continuing to learn, grow and advance. As 

they work to earn the highest and most prestigious rank of Scouting, every week Life Scouts are sitting before Eagle 

Boards of Review.  The Boards of Review have been held outside with social-distancing and everyone wearing a 

mask. In most instances, Eagle candidates completed their project during the time of Covid-19 shutdowns. Talk 

about a difficult time to plan, organize and conduct a project that involves other Scouts and adheres to safety 

requirements. That is real preparation for adult leadership later in life.    

During the pandemic, the Patriot District Committee is working hard to prepare for the resumption of 

District-level Scouting programs in 2021.  We hope we can resume regular activities by the spring of 2021, starting 

with the District Pinewood Derby.  The other major events planned for 2021 are the spring camporee (Trout-O-

Ree), our Awards Family Picnic in June, Cub Scout Day Camp in July, and the fall camporee in October. The Order 

of the Arrow will also hold its delayed ordeals. A new fall event we are planning is a Cub Scout Adventure Day 

that will include archery, BB shooting, gaga ball, and the climbing wall. Additionally, Cub Scout families will be 

able to camp at the event.  We also intend to conduct adult training courses for IOLS and BALOO. We are 

committed to making 2021 a fun, exciting, and challenging year for all of our Scouts.     

As I mentioned two months ago, NCAC re-started the Friends of Scouting FOS) campaign on May 5, 2020, 

the Global Day of Giving and Unity.  In this difficult time, NCAC is working hard to meet their budget for the year. 

As a district, Patriot has an obligation to support NCAC in this important annual fundraising effort  All (100%) of 

the funds raised stay in the area to support the NCAC operating budget, which includes costs of maintaining the 

Marriott Scout Service Center in Bethesda and our two major camps at Goshen and Snyder. Our Patriot District 

goal for the 2020 campaign was $76,000.  We have raised $61,000 to date, but the last $15,000 is proving to be a 

big challenge.  We are asking our Patriot District Scouting families to help us meet this challenge. 

We understand that the coronavirus has had a major impact on all of us, and it has impacted NCAC in a big 

way.  Donating to NCAC is now much easier.  On the front page of the NCAC web page is a red button that says 

“Donate”.  Just click on the button and follow the instructions.  Remember to enter you unit number and Patriot 

District under district so that we get credit for the donation. Alternatively, just click on this link, 

https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/082/appeal/2658.  If you have any questions regarding your donation 

please contact our professional District Executive, Sarah McKee, at Sarah.McKee@scouting.org or (402) 680-7055.  

Also contact her if you would like to donate by other means, such as giving appreciated stock or using a donor 

advised fund.  The bottom line is we need each family that is able to do so to donate now we can effectively 

fund NCAC for 2020.   

Bill Dexter 

Patriot District Committee Chair 

 

https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/082/appeal/2658
mailto:Sarah.McKee@scouting.org
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From the District Commissioner 

    In two short months the online portal to the rechartering process will open and there will be 

changes.  One of the largest will be the new fee structure.  Scouts who will be registering (not renewing) 

for the first time with your recharter will be charged an additional one-time fee of $25. The fee for 

renewing Scouts will be $66, and for adults it will be $42; the unit renewal fee will be $75. Also, online 

registration is now collecting membership fees for the current year (pro-rated) and begun to also collect 

membership fees for next year.  What this means is that you may have both Scouts and adults who are 

prepaid for your recharter. 

In 2018, Youth Protection Training (YPT) was changed, requiring everyone to take the new course 

in order to register for 2019.  This means most everyone’s YPT will expire this year.  We currently have 

about 18% of our registered adults with expired YPT.  Please start now reminding your adults to renew 

their YPT.  Also, in preparation for recharter season, review your Scouts and adults in the member 

manager of the my.scouting.org website to ensure it reflects what your unit believes to be your 

membership.  I’m amazed how we miss people every year. 

I’m still seeing a lack of Packs with no Cubs advancing except for their Arrow of Light.  Hopefully 

this is the result of Packs simply not entering the data and not because there was no advancement.  

Advancement is one of the heavyweight criteria in Journey to Excellence, so please try to keep your Pack 

and Troop advancement current. 

Needless to say, this summer has been a challenging one with the cancellation of so many of the 

things that really excite our Scouts, such as going to Goshen or other nearby summer camps, Philmont, 

and the Northern Tier.  Council has put together a lot of activities in which Cubs, Scouts BSA, and 

Venturers could participate.  In almost every case the activities have gone to maximum capacity. Some of 

our newly minted online activities will continue into the fall and possibly longer.  One program for our 

Scouts BSA is the Merit Badge at Home program.  We’ll be offering one session a month. 

The start of school is when we do a lot of our recruiting of new Cubs.  The Council Membership 

Committee has been putting ideas together as to how we may do it this year given the current 

circumstances.  More often than not, however, Scouters at the unit level trying to recruit new Cubs come 

up with the best ideas.  If your Pack has good ideas for doing this, don’t be shy about sharing. 

Lastly is our new challenge of meeting.  We definitely have a time now of putting the outing into 

Scouting as practically all of our units have lost the ability to meet inside.  As we figure out how to meet 

this challenge, you can’t go wrong with the Cub Scout motto – DO YOUR BEST. 

David Astle 

District Commissioner 
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From our District Executive 

Every Scout should learn the value of hard work, setting goals, and earning their own way. Our 

annual NCAC and Patriot District Popcorn Sale presents the perfect opportunity to teach this valuable life 

lesson and fund the most exciting year of Scouting ever. Popcorn is a significant part of funding for unit 

and Council operations. It provides a safe, coordinated, money-earning opportunity with no upfront cost 

to the unit. The Popcorn Sale provides financial support for all NCAC Scouts! This includes everything 

from paying for unit needs like program materials, badges, and camp fees, to Council expenses for 

camping facilities, training, staff support, and insurance. The Popcorn Sale is a great way for units to 

support Scouting and help participating youth learn valuable life skills while earning great profits and 

prizes! The popcorn sale is not just about selling popcorn...It’s also about promoting Scouting!  

To sign up: https://www.ncacbsa.org/popcorn/  

Yours in Scouting, 

Sarah McKee 

  

 

 

 

https://www.ncacbsa.org/popcorn/
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What’s Popping:  Your Guide to the 2020 Popcorn Program 
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Camp Card Frontline Heroes Campaign 

The Scouts from the NCAC found a way to thank our Frontline Heroes using our 2020 Camp 

Card! Each Camp Card (discount coupon card) donated by our community through this website 

will be delivered by NCAC Scouts to local Frontline Heroes in September. 

Please help our Scouts by purchasing one, or several $5.00 Camp Cards, and they will be 

donated to local Frontline Heroes. 

Help us promote this sale to support our Frontline heroes by sharing this link: 

www.NCACBSA.org/campcardorder 

 

How is this different from the original Camp Card Sale? 

• This is a new addition to our Camp Card sale since it was cut short due to the current 

pandemic. We want to give Scouts an opportunity to still raise funds for future activities and 

virtual Scouting experiences by selling Camp Cards and supporting our local frontline heroes. 

 

How will the Frontline Hero sale also benefit units? 

• Between June 16th and August 31st , Send friends, family & others to the 

website www.NCACBSA.org/campcardorder and encourage them to 

select your district and unit. 

• When it is safe to do so, we will ask your unit to deliver the camp cards you have sold as part of 

this campaign to Frontline Heroes by going to a hospital, grocery store, fire station, etc. 

• The commission of $2.50 per card sold through our website will be placed in your unit’s 

account or a check will be mailed for earned commission in early September. 
 

Help us sell 100,000 Camp Cards to support 100,000 local Frontline Heroes! 

For questions please contact your District Executive at 
 Sarah.McKee@scouting.org or Campcard@ncacbsa.org 

 

 
 

http://www.ncacbsa.org/campcardorder
http://www.ncacbsa.org/campcardpayment
http://www.ncacbsa.org/campcardorder
http://www.ncacbsa.org/campcardorder
mailto:Sarah.McKee@scouting.org
mailto:Campcard@ncacbsa.org
mailto:ampcard@ncacbsa.org
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Patriot District Events 
      Web Calendar: www.ncacbsa.org/patriot 

  
August 2020 

 -- Council Court of Honor (postponed)   
  9 Patriot District OA Chapter Meeting (virtual) 
11 Commissioner Meeting (virtual) 

13 Roundtable (virtual) 
15 Popcorn Distribution #1 

16 Patriot District OA Chapter Welcome Session 
 for New Members (virtual) 
20 Patriot District OA Chapter Welcome Session 
 for New Members (virtual) 

21-23 Wood Badge ("Spring" Course, Weekend 1) 

25 PD Committee Meeting (virtual) 

29 College of Commissioner Science (virtual) 

30 Patriot Press Deadline – September 
 

September 2020 

5-6 STEMaTHON Online 

  8 Commissioner Meeting (virtual) 

10 Roundtable (virtual) 

10 Recharter training at Roundtable (virtual) 

11 Popcorn Order #2 Due 

11-13 OA Lodge Fellowship* 
13 Patriot District OA Chapter Meeting* 

18 Rosh Hashanah begins (sundown) 

18-20 Wood Badge ("Fall" Course, Weekend 1) 

22 PD Committee Meeting (virtual) 

27 Yom Kippur Begins (sundown) 

27 Patriot Press Deadline – October 
 

October 2020 

2-4 OA Ordeal* 

  3 Popcorn distribution #2 

3-4 Wood Badge ("Spring" Course, Weekend 2) 

  8 Roundtable* 
11 Patriot District OA Chapter Meeting* 

12 Columbus Day 

13 Commissioner Meeting* 

17-18  Wood Badge ("Fall" Course, Weekend 2) 

23 Popcorn Final Order Due 

24 Life-to-Eagle Seminar (virtual) 

27 PD Committee Meeting (virtual)  
 
 * Status to be determined 

 

  BALOO Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation   NYLT  National Youth Leadership Training 

BCOLS Back Country Outdoor Leader Skills   OA Order of the Arrow 

CPST Cubmaster Position-Specific Training   SPST  Scoutmaster Position-Specific Training 

IOLS Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills   VAPST Venture Advisor Position-Specific Training 

JSN Join Scouting Night   VCPST Varsity Coach Position-Specific Training 

NLE New Leader Essentials   VOA Venturing Officers Association 

http://www.ncacbsa.org/patriot
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All Cub Scout Leaders, Come Out and Join us for Fun & Fellowship  

and to Pick-Up some New Ideas for your Pack and Den Programs! 

The Purpose of the Roundtable: 

To provide the skill to do − skills, techniques, information, program ideas −  

and the know-how that makes for successful unit operation. 

To provide unit leadership with the will to do − the morale, enthusiasm, 

inspiration, and vision that periodically renew the desire to serve youth. 

When: Thursday, August 13, 2020  

Virtual Meeting via Zoom: Connection instructions will be sent via email. 

Midway: 7:30 PM (via Zoom)   Roundtable: 8:00 – 9:00 PM (via Zoom) 

Topics:  Restarting Scouting Checklists, Getting Parents Involved, Recruiting. 
Word of the month: Trustworthy 

Cory Okouchi, Cub Scout Roundtable Commissioner 

cweskridge@gmail.com 

                                

 

 

  

Patriot District Scouts BSA Roundtable 

Not just for Scoutmasters  

Thursday, August 13, 2020  

 Virtual Meeting: Connection instructions will be sent via email. 

Social: 7:30 PM (get signed in to Zoom) 

Midway: 7:45 PM  

Roundtable: 8:00 - 9:00 PM  

     Topics:  August for Success 

Scoutbook / Internet Advancement Updates & Discussion 

Troop Summer Experiences - COVID Meetings & Campouts 

Joe Margraf, Scouts BSA Roundtable Commissioner 

703-314-1622, joedenisemargraf@aol.com 
 

Asst. Scouts BSA RT Commissioners: Justin Day, Rick Priest 

 

mailto:cweskridge@gmail.com
mailto:joedenisemargraf@aol.com
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RECHARTERING FOR 2021 

Yes, that season is almost here.  Get ready! PLAN AHEAD! 

(1)  Select your renewal processor now.  We expect to offer recharter training again as part of the 

September Roundtable, and both the processor and the committee chair should participate. 

(2)  Check your actual registrations in my.scouting Member Manager.  We continue to hear from 

units that are surprised to find out that someone they thought was registered - isn't. 

(3)  Validate the contact information for your members in my.scouting Member Manager.  

Families move, and tell the unit, but never had their information updated in the BSA system. 

(4)  Check the YPT status of your adult leaders.  As of July 31st, 13 % of the district's registered 

adults had expired YPT.  40% more will expire before the effective date of rechartering.  None of those 

53% will be eligible for rechartering without retaking YPT.  Two years ago, during the mandatory YPT 

update for all adults, the system seemed to be overloaded with too many persons trying to retake YPT at 

the last minute.  Have your members beat the rush. 

(5)  Have your Annual Charter Agreement signed by the Executive Officer and Chartered 

Organization Representative early in the rechartering cycle, not at the end after everything else is done.  

Catching up with people to get signatures this year is probably going to be a challenge.  The form may be 

found at:  https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/membership/pdf/524-182_web.pdf 
 

Lee Cass 

Assistant District Commissioner 

 

YPT: It’s a Safety Issue 

ARE ALL OF YOUR ADULTS CURRENT WITH YOUTH PROTECTION TRAINING? 

Youth Protection Training (YPT) is not simply an administrative requirement. It is a keystone of 

BSA's program.  The youth protection rules and procedures are intended to protect both our Scouts and 

our Scouters.  For the sake of your youth, your unit leadership, and your chartered organization, please 

make every effort to ensure that the adults in your unit stay current with their Youth Protection Training. 

 

  

BSA has issued revised Journey to Excellence scorecards for 2020 

to reflect the changes in the program this year.  They may be found 

at https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/unit/  

 

https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/membership/pdf/524-182_web.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/unit/
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S = Supervision 

❑ Understand local and state guidance on 

preventing COVID-19 exposure. 

❑ Engage your chartered organization 

and local council on necessary 

adjustments. 

❑ Conduct the “before you gather” protocols. 
 

A = Assessment 

❑ Identify participants who fall under the 

CDC’s group of higher-risk individuals. 

Notify all participants about the risks of 

participating since COVID-19 

exposure cannot be eliminated. 

❑ Verify that the planned activity, gathering 

or group sizes are not prohibited by local 

or state orders. 
 

F = Fitness and Skill 

❑ Review Annual Health and Medical Records 

and consider using a pre-event screening for all 

participants. 
 

E   = Equipment and Environment 

❑ Verify that handwashing, hygiene and 

cleaning supplies are available and used 

properly. 

❑ Monitor social distancing, interactions 

and sharing of equipment and food among 

participants. 

❑ Monitor participants for changing health 

conditions. 

❑ Use the “as you gather” protocols. 

SAFE ≠ Risk-Free 

As the response to the pandemic shifts to a 
state-focused, phased approach, the Boy Scouts of 
America advises local councils to consult with their 
local and state health departments, as well as local 
chartered partners, to implement appropriate 
protocols to help keep our members, volunteers and 
employees safe. 

 

Precautions and mitigation strategies are 
important, but they cannot eliminate the potential 
for exposure to COVID-19 or any other illness when 
in-person activities resume. 

 

People with COVID-19 may show no signs or 
symptoms of illness, but they can spread the virus. 
Some people may be contagious before their 
symptoms occur. The fact is that someone with COVID-
19 may pass the required health screenings and be 
allowed into program activities. 

 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) states that older adults and people of any age 
who have serious underlying medical conditions 
are at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19. 
If you are in this group, please ensure you have 
approval from your health care provider prior to 
resuming in-person Scouting activities. 

Every member, volunteer and 

family must evaluate their unique 

circumstances and make an 

informed decision before attending  

in-person activities. 

We hope this information will be 

helpful as you make that choice. 

For updates, please monitor 

https://www.scouting.org/coronavirus 

RESTART SCOUTING CHECKLIST 

As always, the safety of our Scouts, volunteers, employees and communities is our top 
priority. This checklist outlines several minimum guiding protocols that adult leaders/ 
volunteers must consider while working with local and state health departments, local 
councils, chartered organizations and Scouting families on when and how to resume 
meetings, service projects, camping and all other official Scouting activities 

https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/pre-event-medical-screening/
https://www.scouting.org/coronavirus
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Covid-19:  Tips on Wearing a Mask 
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Patriot Chapter OA News 

Tee Shirt Design Contest:   

The Chapter is still seeking design submissions for a new Chapter T-Shirt.  Some of the T-Shirts will 

be used as incentives and others will be available for purchase.  Chapter members are invited to send ideas 

for our new T-Shirt design to patriotchapter@wipit470.org.  The submissions can either be descriptions 

or drawings, Each submitted design should include "Patriot Chapter" or "Powerful Patriot Chapter" and 

could include design elements of Arrows, Sharks, Shark's Teeth, Turtles, Fire, “WWW” etc. Simple is 

best.  Include a description of the basic shirt color and the colors of the design elements. We'll want to 

limit the printing to two or three colors.  More colors make the shirts more expensive to produce. Samples 

of T-shirts we have done in the past can be found on the "Powerful Patriot Chapter - OA" Facebook page. 

 

Unit OA Reps 

Each Troop and Crew is strongly encouraged to appoint an OA Youth in the Troop as a Troop OA 

Representative, (TOAR) and, ideally an adult as a TOAR Adviser.  The TOAR is a recognized Eagle 

approved leadership position.  The job description can be found on the National OA Web site:  https://oa-

bsa.org/resources/ucl-support/unit-rep.  A resource pack (down-loadable pdf) is available at this site to 

provide the youth and adviser with details on how to thrive in this position.  Please send the names of your 

appointments to patriotchapter@wipit470.org. 

 

Welcome Session for Newly Elected Candidates 

Patriot District elected 79 youth and 11 adults were nominated to the Order of the Arrow.  We have 

scheduled two Welcome Session (via Zoom) dates for our newly elected OA candidates to discuss what 

the OA is all about:  Sunday, August 16 at 3:30 PM and again on Thursday, August 20 at 7:30 PM.  Emails 

will be sent to candidates to register to receive the Zoom information. We would also like to provide some 

details on the Induction weekend, but we do not have those yet.  A tentative date for the Induction weekend 

is October 2 – 4, but in order to reduce the number of participants in any one event we may offer a Friday 

– Saturday, a Saturday – Sunday, and if school scheduling is very flexible, perhaps a Sunday – Monday. 

We will be sending an email to all members, candidates, and unit leaders when we confirm the schedule.   

 

Heads-up 

The Patriot District committee is in process of planning another canned food drive to take place in late 

September. We’ll include the actual date in the September newsletter. The Committee has asked the OA 

to both help spread the word and to help at a couple of collection points and transport the food to ECHO.   

 

 
“There is nothing wrong with America that can’t be cured  

by what is right with America.” 

~ Bill Clinton (b. August 19, 1946) 
 

mailto:patriotchapter@wipit470.org
https://oa-bsa.org/resources/ucl-support/unit-rep
https://oa-bsa.org/resources/ucl-support/unit-rep
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Program Resources 

Council summer programs are winding down, but some opportunities remain. 
 

•  Cub Family Summertime Passport: Cub Scouts have an opportunity to grow, learn, and have fun 

doing Cub Scout activities. The whole family can even earn a special patch. There are still activities 

through Labor Day;  check them out. 
 

• For Older Scouts:  Game Nights: Join other scouts for a night of fun and games on selected 

Fridays. 
 

Remaining programs (They’re free.  Click the link below to learn how to join):  

August 7  International Escape Room,  

August 14  Mount Airy hosts Game Night 
 

The above can be found on the Council’s  web page:  www.ncacbsa.org.   

New programs are often added, so check out this site frequently for opportunities and ideas. 
 

 

Pack 1347 Virtual and Drive-Through Activities  
 

Cub Scout Pack 1347 (Burke United Methodist Church) has been 

meeting remotely via ZOOM since March. Two times each month they have 

gathered to work through adventures and earn loops by engaging ideas, 

watching videos, playing games, asking questions, and discussing new ideas. 

Scouts have then then worked individually to complete each adventure and 

report back together. To celebrate their hard work and tenacity, Rev. Katie 

Carson Phillips, a pastor at Burke UMC and a Den Leader of the Pack, organized 

a drive-thru popsicle event. Cubs and their families drove through the parking 

lot and received a goodie bag with their loops and awards  and then chose their 

favorite popsicle flavor. In addition, they received their handbook for their next 

den. Cubs and leaders were all masked and no one got out of their cars. Items 

were delivered via tray through the window of the car to maintain a physical distance. It was a unique way 

to celebrate during this challenging period in our lives!  

Pack 1347 Drive-Through Popsicle and Awards Event 

https://www.ncacbsa.org/cubspa/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-gamenight
http://www.ncacbsa.org/
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What:  Join Scouting Training 

 

Kindergarten            First Grade            2nd Grade                  3rd Grade            4th & 5th Grades 

    or Age 5                   or Age 6                or Age 7                    or Age 8            or Ages 9 & 10 

When: August 13th (right before Roundtable at           
7 PM - 7:25 PM) 

Where: at the location of your choice with your 
Smart Phone or Computer Via ZOOM  

ZOOM Info:  Meeting ID-778 1682 1250 
Password—9WR4dq    

POC: John R. Stewart , Vice Chair for Membership 
john.r.stewart.mha@gmail.com 

mailto:john.r.stewart.mha@gmail.com
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Seven Habits to Highly Successful Join Scouting Nights           
& Cub Scout Recruiting! 

 
1. Determine the Pack Membership Goal/Projection: Why is this important? Join Scouting 

Nights (JSN) help form new dens in your Pack and help fill open volunteer positions - like new den leaders 

and unit committee volunteers. Does your pack need a new Tiger Den, Wolf Den, Bear Den or Webelos 

Den? Sometimes we forget how many families and boys are represented at each school. JSN’s serve as a 

tool to reach out to more young men and families and invite them to join Scouting! Your District Executive 

can provide you with the data of “Total Available Youth – Boys Only” (TAY) per grade level for your 

elementary school. This data can help serve your Pack committee by setting a membership goal that will 

help clarify “the win” for your recruiting needs this fall season. 

2. Location: Host your “Join Scouting Night (JSN) at your elementary school cafeteria. If your 

pack recruits from more than 1 school, hold a Join Scouting Night at each elementary school cafeteria 

that you recruit from. It’s all about location, location and location! The school, or other “public place”, 

serves as the best common and neutral location for all interested families. 

3. When: A Join Scouting Night is a stand-alone and separate meeting held outside of your 

school’s Back-to-School night and monthly Pack meeting. Why? We have discovered that creating a stand-

alone Join Scouting Night there are less distractions and they create better service and ease to new families. 

We have found that the best days to hold a Join Scouting night is on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 

evening. 

4. Promotion: 

a. (This step is for non-COVID years) Distribute your Join Scouting Night flyers on your folder 

day at your elementary school 1-2 weeks before the Boy Talks and JSN Night 

b. Place Join Scouting Night posters in key places at the elementary school, or in this year’s 

COVID situation send out digital flyers via the school to families 

c. Place Yard Signs around the elementary campus near high traffic drop-off and pickup areas and 

high visibility locations, or high trafficked intersections nearby the school 

d. Student Talks – should happen at each campus in classrooms (during non-COVID normal 

years), morning assembly or lunch period – ideally the day of or the day before your Join Scouting Night 

– Bring the enthusiasm and excitement in your Boy Talk delivery!!! 

e. Buddy Cards – For young boys or girls who are already Scouts, they can earn a special patch 

for Join Scouting Night by bringing a buddy and serving as a Recruiter. 
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5. The Program of the “Join Scouting Night:” The program should be no longer than 60 minutes 

max. Think of it as a parent sign-up orientation. 

a. When families arrive at the Join Scouting Night, hand them a youth and adult application and 

ask them to begin filling it out as everyone gathers and sits down. 

b. Have a planned activity for the new scouts outside or in the gym; while you talk with the parents 

inside the cafeteria 

c. Have a brief overview of your program with contact information, calendar, next Pack meeting 

date, etc. 

d. Don’t get lost in the weeds of scouting or oversell the program. They are at your JSN night, 

which means they are already sold. 

They will learn all the scouting terminology, history of scouting, and details as they go. Keep the 

JSN event light, fun, and moving! 

6. Turn-In Youth Applications: At the end of your JSN Night, be ready to receive all youth 

applications with payment to hand over to a district volunteer or the district executive. 

7. Schedule A Second Round of Joining Opportunity: Scheduling a second round of joining 

opportunity can be a repeat of the traditional 

Join Scouting Night at the school campus cafeteria. But some packs, use this to put a personal 

touch by having it at a different location, like the park or another already scheduled activity. The second 

round of joining opportunity takes place in late September or early October after their first Join Scouting 

Night at the school campus cafeteria in early to mid-September. Families may need a second opportunity 

for lots of reasons: a reminder that we are here, showcasing the fun we have, or the weather was bad during 

the first round, etc. No matter; every family deserves the chance to join Scouting. 
 

Recruiting Lions at Area Pre-Schools 

Recruiting is a year-round activity. Try to put an emphasis on it at all 

meetings and activities throughout the year with a hope to attract new youth 

members at quality events.  Yes, we do have our usual big recruiting pushes in 

the Spring and Fall, but this gives an opportunity of multiple “touch points” for 

our Scouts to tell their story to their classmates and neighbors before each meeting 

and event to let prospective Scouts and their parents see the fun of Scouting.   

Attempt now to reach out to local pre-schools and other pre-K organizations such as MOPS to 

stimulate the interest of the future kindergartners who can join Cub Scouting as Lions. Getting 

kindergartners to join us as Lions is important, but it is also important to ensure that they are having a 

GREAT Scouting experience at their twice a month gatherings (one meeting and one outing) so that they 

will want to continue on up the Cub Scout trail. 

Recruit an energetic adult to be the Den Leader for your Lion Den(s).  This will ensure that your 

Lions and their parents and guardians stay excited about coming to each Den meeting and outings, even 

if they have to be done virtually for a while. 
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Geo-Fencing: Get Yours Now! 
 

Hey Units, get your 5 W’s + H (who, what, 
where, when, why and how) for your Join Scouting 
Event to our District Executive (DE) Sarah McKee 
(sarah.mckee@scouting.org) at least three weeks 
prior to the event. If you pass your info to our DE 
in a timely manner, a “geo-fence” will be made for 
your event for the two weeks prior to the date of your Join Scouting 
Event. 

        
Please make sure you include the “virtual”connectivity info, or 

the social distancing info if it is “in person.” 
         
We want to get the Join Scouting event info for all of our Patriot 

District units by August 16 to advertise for you. Thanks for your 
support of this great Scouting membership mission.  

      
Thanks to all of you for helping more of our youth develop into 

the ethical leaders of tomorrow. 
 
And please don’t forget to send your Join Scouting event 

information to Sarah and/or me by August 16th. 
 

John R. Stewart 

Vice Chair for Membership 

john.r.stewart.mha@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:sarah.mckee@scouting.org
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Reaching for the Stars: (Science: Astronomy, Physics) 

 

      Motion,   

 

 

 

Meet Your Earth: (Science: Earth Sciences) 

Our Earth is a rich history book! From its rocks to its oceans, Earth gives us a glimpse into its ancient past, 
but only if we look hard enough! In this module, Scouts will investigate the various parts of our planet by 
differentiating and recreating various rock formations, learning whether or not weather can truly be 
predicted, and by examining the deepest oceans and even the highest stars! Let’s meet our Earth! 
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Middle School 

New! Animation: (By WozEd, Technology: Stop Motion, Animation) 

The Animation Level III Kit will introduce students to animation creation using the Stop Motion 
Studio Pro app. Students will deepen their understanding of animation by creating flipbook, stop motion, 
claymation, and pixilation animation projects. Students will practice their communication and 
presentation skills by sharing these animation projects in a student showcase. 

That’s Showbiz, Baby: (Technology: Film Production, Engineering Sound Effects)  

The Silver Screen has been fascinating audiences since the early 19th century. We think of the 
movie industry as compelling storylines, red carpets, popcorn and candy. But beneath the glamour, 
there is a whole world of scientific engineering and innovation that made all our favorite films possible. In 
this module, Scouts will focus on the “science” of movie making. They will discover the tools to create every 
element in filmmaking—from building their own pinhole cameras, engineering their own sound effects, to 
writing, directing, acting in, and “shooting” and editing their own cinematic masterpieces. Lights, Camera, 
Action! 

New! Simple Machines – They Run the World: (Engineering: Physics) 

Sure, they’re simple, but they do all of the heavy lifting! In this module, Scouts will explore simple 
machines and how they, more or less, run the world around us!  And without the understanding of force, 
distance, and work exerted, simple machines wouldn’t be so simple. 

New! Circuits – Light it Up: (Science, Technology: Electrical Engineering) 

Electricity doesn’t just keep your phone charged; it also has been used to command you do to 
things! What does a blinking red light mean? To stop, look, then go. All because of a blinking light! The 
theater lowers its lights and you know the movie is about to start! But how does a light blink or dim? In this 
module, Scouts will explore the electrical current world of lights by experimenting with their own circuit 
board to achieve various lighting signals. 

APPventures: (By WozEd, Technology: Mobile Application Development) 

A WozEd Module: The Mobile App Development module will engage Scouts in important aspects 
of the app design process. Scouts will be encouraged to plan for the creation of an app by exploring 
purpose, functionality, and design. They will build paper and digital prototypes, gain feedback from peers, 
and make changes to improve their designs before using App Lab by Code.org to create final versions of 
their apps. Scouts will also experience augmented reality (AR) and be given an opportunity to create an 
AR experience of their own. Throughout the modules, Scouts are encouraged to use both traditional and 
digital material as they design, test, and create their apps. 
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STEM Scouts Update: 
 

In response to the coronavirus pandemic, the BSA National STEM 
committee has updated the policies for youth who newly join STEM 
Scouts as follows:  
 

• The $25 new joining fee is waived for new youth joining STEM 
Scouts this season. 

➢ $250 for the FULL year (22 meetings) per scout 

$200 for the Partial program 

➢ Payment plans are available, directly online thru 
STEMscouts.org/portal 

 

• The Lab unit fee will be $40 

• STEM Scouts packaged the kits for individual delivery – so 
families who are not comfortable meeting in person can get 
their supplies and join the labs virtually this year. 

• The Season 6 curriculum is provided on pages 20 and 21 above. 
Shipping opened up on August 1. 

 

“The measure of greatness in a scientific idea is the extent to which it stimulates thought 

and opens up new lines of research.” 

~ Paul Dirac, Physicist (b. August 8, 1902)  
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B-P Still Wants You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

To Join the Patriot District Committee 

Great Jobs for Great Volunteers 

Take your Scouting leadership to an exciting 
and rewarding new level. 

Work with other great Scouters providing 
great programs for great Scouts. 

Contact Bill Dexter: wtdexterjr@gmail.com 

The Patriot Press, Patriot District 

National Capital Area Council 

The Patriot Press is the monthly newsletter of the Patriot District, NCAC, Scouts BSA. The 

views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the official policies of the National Capital Area 

Council or Scouts BSA. This newsletter is provided eleven times each year (not in July) and posted at 

http://www.ncacbsa.org/PatriotPress 

Deadline for articles to be included in The Patriot Press is two Sundays prior to Roundtable. 

Articles for publication, in MS Word, may be emailed to the editor at bsnowden419@gmail.com. 

Key District Contacts 

Sarah McKee District Executive  Sarah.McKee@Scouting.org 

   Work: (301) 214-9128; Cell: (402) 680-7055 

Bill Dexter District Committee Chair wtdexterjr@gmail.com  

Dave Astle District Commissioner dave.sonia@verizon.net  

John Merchant Vice Chair, Program   merchantj@verizon.net  

John Stewart Vice Chair, Membership john.r.stewart.mha@gmail.com  

VACANT Vice Chair, Development   

Kevin Reed Vice Chair, Communications kevin.gregory.reed@gmail.com  

Justin Day Training Chair   kappasighacksaw@yahoo.com  

Tom Tyra Advancement Chair   Thomas.tyra@gmail.com  

Kelsey St. Louis OA Adviser   kpstlouis@gmail.com 

Bill Snowden Editor, Patriot Press  bsnowden419@gmail.com  

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

http://www.ncacbsa.org/PatriotPress
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA  
SCOUTER CODE OF CONDUCT 

On my honor, I promise to do my best to comply with this Boy Scouts of America Scouter Code of Conduct 
while serving in my capacity as an adult leader:  

1.  I have completed or will complete my registration with the Boy Scouts of America, answering all  
      Questions truthfully and honestly.  

2.  I will do my best to live up to the Scout Oath and Scout Law, obey all laws, and hold others in Scouting 
accountable to those standards. I will exercise sound judgment and demonstrate good leadership and 
use the Scouting program for its intended purpose consistent with the mission of the Boy Scouts of 
America.  

3.  I will make the protection of youth a personal priority. I will complete and remain current with Youth 
Protection training requirements. I will be familiar with and follow:  

• BSA Youth Protection policies and guidelines, including mandatory reporting: 
www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/  

• The Guide to Safe Scouting: www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss  

• The Sweet Sixteen of BSA Safety: www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/sweet16  

4. When transporting youth, I will obey all laws, comply with Youth Protection guidelines, and follow safe 
driving practices.  

5.  I will respect and abide by the Rules and Regulations of the Boy Scouts of America, BSA policies, and 
BSA-provided training, including but not limited to those relating to:  

• Unauthorized fundraising activities  

• Advocacy on social and political issues, including prohibited use of the BSA uniform and brand  

• Bullying, hazing, harassment, and unlawful discrimination of any kind  

6.  I will not discuss or engage in any form of sexual conduct while engaged in Scouting activities. I will 
refer youth with questions regarding these topics to talk to their parents or spiritual advisor.  

7.  I confirm that I have fully disclosed and will disclose in the future any of the following:  

• Any criminal suspicion, charges, or convictions of a crime or offense involving abuse, violence, 
sexual misconduct, or any misconduct involving minors or juveniles  

• Any investigation or court order involving domestic violence, child abuse, or similar matter  

• Any criminal charges or convictions for offenses involving controlled substances, driving while 
intoxicated, firearms, or dangerous weapons  

8. I will not possess, distribute, transport, consume, or use any of the following items prohibited by law or 
in violation of any Scouting rules, regulations, and policies:  

• Alcoholic beverages or controlled substances, including marijuana  

• Concealed or unconcealed firearms, fireworks, or explosives  

• Pornography or materials containing words or images inconsistent with Scouting values  

9.  If I am taking prescription medications with the potential of impairing my functioning or judgment, I 
will not engage in activities that would put youth at risk, including driving or operating equipment.  

10.  I will take steps to prevent or report any violation of this code of conduct by others in connection     
        with Scouting activities. 

http://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/
http://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss
http://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/sweet16
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